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Mk20 Ultralight, a heavyweight performer witha 
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featherweight body, 


sets the industry standard in high tech design. 
Weighing 50% lesg than the classic Mk. 0, 
the UltraLight is the ultimate-travelling companion. 
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All the features you have come to 
expect from SCUBAPRO’s premium 
first stages are included in the 

Mk20 UltraLight. Continuing 
SCUBAPRO’s tradition of premium 
regulators, the UltraLight represents 
the highest level of overall performance 
fered by SCUBAPRO. 





Superior 
Performance 


Constructed from a special 
marine aluminum alloy, the 
Mk20 UltraLight is the lightest 
first stage ever produced. 





Ideal for the travelling 
diver, the UltraLight 
lessens your load 

by 50%. 







SCUBAPRO’s patented Thermal 
Insulation System sets a new industry 


Available in DIN 
and yoke versions 





Standard for cold water performance. 
T.I.S. prevents ice build-up, providing 


worry-free diving in harsh environments. 


SCUBAPRO 


For a preview of our complete line of SCUBAPRO diving equipment, new interactive CD-rom, and the location of a dive center 
near you please visit our website at http://www.jwa.com or call 1-800-GO SCUBA. In Canada, 905-634-0023. 


@ http:/www.jwa.com 
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ay ~~ Stuart Cove’s 
Dive South 
Ocean 


sonia 


About the cover: A Souther Stingray glides into the outstretched arms of Kathie 
Kibp at Grand Cayman's Stingray City while Vicki Murphy looks on. Considered “the 
world's best | 2 foot dive,” this site is currently celebrating its tenth anniversary. In 
the past | 0 years, the stingrays here have dazzled more than one million divers and 
snorkelers. Turn to page 20 for more on Stingray City. Photo/Geri Murphy. 
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Citizen Science 


O ne of the best aspects of my job 
is meeting other divers; some- 
times in places as common as Key 
Largo, Florida and Monterey, 
California and others as remote as 
Papua New Guinea’s Bismarck Sea. 
Divers’ opinions, on a variety of is- 
sues and destinations, help shape 
future issues of SKIN DIVER and pro- 
vide the staff with direct reader feed- 
back on the diving world. 

Marine conservation comes up frequently in those conver- 
sations. | find nearly all divers feel passionately about the on- 
going degradation of the marine environment. And, this pas- 
sion seems to grow with each dive. The more we learn about 
the oceans and waterways of the world, the more we realize 
how badly they suffer from our ecological indifference. 
Overfishing, pollution and degradation of basic water quality all 
impact the oceans negatively but these issues are often so 
huge, pervasive and complex the solutions seem almost more 
than we can handle. 

What’s a diver to do? Well, the first step (which most of us 
have taken) is admitting to the seriousness of the problems. 
Second, we should learn as much about the problems as we 
can. Third, we need to realize we are not alone; there are literally 
millions of people who feel the same way! After this, direct action 
is the next logical step. Hence the term, Citizen Science, was 
coined. This is simply regular folks getting involved as volunteers 
in a variety of projects. In addition to their volunteer efforts, the 
organizations also make contributions to the scientific world— 
adding to the knowledge currently on hand about the oceans. 

Getting involved can take many different forms. You can 
support local and national organizations that are working to 
eliminate the sources of water degradation by joining. Writing a 
check for $15 to $25 is often all it takes. 

On the next level, direct participation in these organizations Is 
a tremendous way to help solve the problems. Your contribu- 
tion of time, for many the most valuable gift they have to offer, 
helos these primarily volunteer organizations accomplish many 
goals they otherwise would have to forego. 





DO BOTH! 

It does get a little difficult trying to figure out which organiza- 
tion you might select. In any given month, SKIN DIVER re- 
ceives up to 20 solicitations from different environmental orga- 
nizations. | truly wish we had the resources to fund and sup- 
port each and every one of them. Frankly, we don't. As a mat- 
ter of fact, we rarely have the time to check out new organiza- 
tions and projects to determine their benefits to the marine en- 
vironment. For the average diver, the array of organizations 
Claiming to have the unique solution to marine environmental 
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problems can be bewildering. 

There are two organizations we fully support and have 
worked with for several years. They have unique criteria to set 
them apart from the other organizations doing environmental 
work. Both are also involved with Citizen Science or, in this 
case, Diver Science. They are REEF and the Center for Marine 
Conservation. Both organizations use volunteer divers to par- 
ticipate in ongoing projects that help the environment and add 
knowledge to the scientific world. We feel divers can make 
huge individual contributions to both organizations doing 
something they do best: diving. 

REEF stands for Reef Environmental Education Foundation, 
founded in 1991, and consists of divers who count fish popula- 
tions. The data they collect is used to measure species biodi- 
versity (a key element in measuring the health of any ecosys- 
tem) and species abundancy (measuring the health of a partic- 
ular area within an ecosystem). 

Now this may sound a little too much like Citizen Science 
but I’d like to reassure you that’s not the case. Any diver or 
snorkeler can participate in REEF projects. They have an in- 
credible staff that also spends a great deal of time helping 
divers learn all about fisnh—from basic identification through to 
the advanced stuff. And, | can also reassure you that fieldwork 
with REEF is not a dull, scientific chore. It’s diving, it’s fun and 
it helos make a difference! 

The Center for Marine Conservation (CMC) is best known in 
the diving world for its sponsorship of the International U/W 
Cleanups (the largest event in the diving world) held each 
September. This year, the organization (along with co-spon- 
sors PADI and SKIN DIVER) are looking for volunteers to be- 
come Trash Captains and organize a cleanup (or a mini 
cleanup) in their area. Last year we set a record, with all 50 
states participating. We would like to do even better this year. 
So, if you’ve been planning on doing a cleanup but haven’t got- 
ten around to it, this is the year for action. 

On the surface, cleanups don’t seem to fit the bill of Citizen 
Science. Environmentally cool, yes, but science? Yes! CMC 
collects the information from cleanups around the world and 
uses the data to fight marine pollution and debris. They have a 
great track record of success! They also have mounted major 
Campaigns against overfishing, protection of shark resources 
(they are a little lonely with this one but it’s growing) and basic 
water quality issues. 

Both organizations need our help. |’ll close with a gentle push 
in the direction of Citizen Science. The government, which 
used to take care of these things, doesn’t anymore. Budget 
cuts, etc., have dropped the funding of marine related projects 
to an all time low. If citizens don’t take up the slack, it’s just not 
going to get done. And that, friends, spells danger for the 
oceans and waterways around the world! Please give this your 
most thoughtful consideration. Thanks! = 





BILL GLEASON 
PUBLISHER & EDITOR 
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PROMASTER AQUALAND 


You choose to go where few men dare. Citizen 
has a similar reputation. Heralded as the first 
diving watch with a depth sensor, the Citizen 
Promaster Aqualand series is the leading choice 
of professional divers. Displaying present and 
maximum depth, elapsed time and water 
temperature, they re water-resistant to 200 meters. 
Safety alarms indicate depth, dive time and 
battery life. One Aqualand is even PC compatible 
so it keeps records of your dives. With 15 models 
to choose from, there's one that will meet every 
challenge you do. Promaster. The most advanced . 
collection of sports watches in the world. cuunee 










ALARM- SHORE Avi ry 


BARS 5 
HYPER RQUALAND 
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Available at 


KAY JEWELERS 
JB ROBINSON JEWELERS « JARED 


http:/huww.citizenwatch.com 











SEE YOUR GAUGES CLEARLY WITH THIS EXCLUSIVE MASK 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL GLEASON 


74 mask is a mask is a mask.” To 

most divers, a mask rarely in- 
spires a passionate response. Sure, it 
has to fit properly but that’s getting easier 
and easier. To some, color is important— 
but rarely a passionate matter. Indeed, 
with the current glut of “me, too” masks 
from a bewildering array of manufactur- 
ers, smart consumers might ask, “Is 
there a mask out there that clearly out- 
performs the rest?” The answer is “Yes” 
and the product is the Mares Esa. 

The Esa is one of the few six window 
masks available and carries the first 
patent on such a mask. The six windows 
allow a diver a much broader range of vi- 
sion. You can see forward, to the sides 
and down. The side windows are pretty 
much a matter of preference (some 
divers like them, others just don’t care) 
but the beauty of this unique mask is its 
bottom windows. Because you can see 
down as well as forward, your depth 
gauge, computer, pressure gauge and 
camera settings are clearly visible without 
having to twist yourself into a pretzel! 

That’s a pretty good idea but it’s only 
the beginning of a great one. Four of the 
Esa lenses (the two front ones and the 
two bottom ones) can be replaced with 
corrective lenses—right in the dive 
store, while you watch. Mares manufac- 
tures lenses for the front windows In 
diopters ranging from -1 to -10, inO.5 
increments. The bottom lenses are 
available in diopters ranging from +1.5 
to +3, also in 0.5 increments. By testing 
which combination of lenses works for 
you, you can leave your dive store with 
the equivalent of a prescription mask for 
not much more than you’d pay for a reg- 
ular set of glasses! 

About 55 percent of the entire popula- 
tion wears glasses or contacts, yet less 
than 10 percent of divers wears optically 
corrected masks. This means there are a 
lot of folks out there whose underwater 
vision just isn’t as good as it could be! 
With the advent of the Mares Esa (and 
other masks that can be optically fit right 
in the store), there’s no reason not to 
have the best possible U/W vision. 

Consider, too, the plight of those who 
have passed the magical 40 year mark— 
there’s a very high probability that “read- 
ing’ glasses will be in their immediate fu- 
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The Mares six window Esa is the only 
mask that allows the diver to correct 
his/her vision for close-up viewing (by 
using the two lower windows) while 
maintaining a normal field of view 
through the two main windows. 


tures! Divers over 40 will find it hard- 
er to read their instruments and 
gauges (it’s almost impossible, ac- 
cording to some). The divers’ for- 
ward vision is fine with a standard 
mask but they can’t hold their 
gauges far enough away to be able 
to read them. You can grin and bear it or 
buy gauges with larger displays but it’s a 
lot easier to get an optical mask. It’s also 
a lot easier on the wallet (even if you're 
starting to have trouble telling the $10 
bills from the $20s without your glasses). 

The Mares Esa solves this problem 
quickly and easily! You can put magnify- 
ing lenses in the lower windows of the 
mask to see your gauges and camera/ 
video controls clearly and leave the stan- 
dard glass in the front windows. Divers 
needing to correct both their normal and 
close-up vision can put new lenses in all 
four windows. 

The Mares Esa will solve about 80 per- 
cent of all U/W vision problems, by far the 








highest percentage of any mask on the 
market except for custom prescription 
masks. Folks with special vision require- 
ments may have to go the custom route 
but most of US Can enjoy our diving with 
Esa’s diopter lenses. Look for the Mares: 
Just Add Water eye chart in your local 
dive store and take a look at the Esa. 
Whether you need fully corrected vision 
or just underwater reading glasses, this 
system will help you clearly see all the 
good stuff that’s down there, including 
your gauges. 

For the location of the Mares optics 
dealer closest to you, please contact: 
Mares America, Shore Pointe, One 
Selleck Street, Norwalk, CT 06885; (800) 
874-3236 or fax (800) 253-8509. = 


photo/Bonnie J. Cardone 
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Sea & Sea’s MX-10 with 
YS-40A strobe and macro 
lens were used to take 
this photo of an 
anemonefish in Fiji (top). 
The system offers the 
freedom of point and 
shoot simplicity while 
producing quality photos. 
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he underwater world offers never 
ending wonders that keep divers re- 
turning time after time. Photography of- 
fers the best means of capturing your un- 
derwater memories but getting started 
may not seem so easy. You've seen pho- 
tographers lugging cameras, housings 
and strobes and heard stories about how 
many hours of their vacation they spend 
greasing O-rings. 

Sea & Sea Underwater Photography, 
USA, has a solution for those who want 
to make the plunge. The MX-10 camera 
is an entry level system that will produce 
great results. The quality is so good 
many professional underwater photogra- 
ohers carry an MX-10 as a backup! 

The MX-10 is acompact point and 
shoot camera. The standard 32mm lens 
works great topside as well as underwa- 
ter. Add a macro, close-up or wide angle 
lens and you are ready to capture any of 
the underwater marvels. The versatility of 
additional lenses gives you the freedom 
to bring it all back on film. Best of all, you 
can change lenses underwater! You can 





Sea & Sea’s M.X-10 


~ ENTRY LEVEL PRICE, GREAT RESULTS 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY. BY: JACK AND SUE DRAFAHL 


photograph a small brittlestar and then 
switch to the wide angle lens and cap- 
ture a manta as it passes by. No other 
system offers such freedom. 

The camera has an internal flash but 
adding the cordless YS-40A strobe will 
produce better quality photos. An in- 
frared sensor in the base of the flash 
mates with an identical sensor in the 
camera. There are no cumbersome 
cords to get in the way or cause prob- 
lems. It seems Sea & Sea has thought of 
everything to make picture taking easy. 

The MX-10 is the perfect camera for all 
your vacations. It is even compact and 
lightweight enough to fit in your carry-on 
bag or your BC pocket. 

The MxX-10 is also the perfect com- 
panion when you are enjoying the free- 
dom of snorkeling. Grab your mask, fins 
and the little yellow camera and discover 
the special world just feet from the shore. 
You can put on the close-up lens and 
make fish say cheese or switch to the 
macro lens and show the nudibranch its 

(Continued on Page 44) 
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petween dives! 


if you aren't eating delicious meals Aggressor live-aboard adventures are a terrific 
and snacks, or relaxing in your luxurious _ value. For one all-inclusive price, your accom- edn 


PONCHO CAS scessible! 


stateroom, you must be diving the modations, meals, beverages and diving is covered. eR Fawali 
beautiful waters tn one of our ten For the high quality service and amenities provided, Mitrox-Rebréathers 
exciting destinations. Over 30,000 divers our rates can’t be beat. wong 
have experienced our motto of “Eat, Sleep, & Reserve your affordable dream dive vacation 
Dive”, and each tell us it’s the only way to today. You'll wonder why you've waited so long. 
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our certified dive masters are there to serve you. E-mail: divooat@aol.com or Breet nay Nat 
103261.1257@compuserve.com .« - * 


We also offer excursions with special guests such Web: www.aggressor.com 


! Fini (Summer 1997) 


as Jean-Michel Cousteau, Stan Waterman 


or Jim Church. 


The Belize Aggressor III 
is just one of our vessels which 
offer Nitrex and Rebreathers 
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Kick Back and Relax with 


Seine aiVias<s Blue WAVeliciaaD)\Vslas 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 


i he Grand Turk wall is separated from the superb 
sandy beach only by a small section of spectacu- 
larly clear water. The boat ride between beach and wall 
takes about the same i(laatewetom ace lieve m= lamsssver-ltclie)micelan 
faal-\aesmerolialiare mie) bedroom furnishings in a large de- 
partment store. The wall starts at about 40 feet, 

WV at=)a= manele lavelome) mc) t-lar-lalem =) ¢-l]am@lele-lm-la-m elii-re 
FlColale a-Wil om aicolaalhiat-c-Mime|celoomtalelUse-lalesMermi-1-1 
into the deep chasm that separates Grand Turk from 
ie ape the Caicos Islands. The face of the wall is thick with 
+ arse . corals and sponges, interwoven in a tapestry of green, 
Baal yellow and purple. The deep water along the wall is a 
Shignady cola elee(sy pelagic animals such as rays, sharks 
and turtles. Visibility of more than 100 feet is normal and 
the water temperature is usually 80 to 84°F. If that isn’t 
































| ‘3 great diving, what is? IW EWiet=BsvelparoueveVc- lal (Uleeel\ alate Relim tac) 
sg ae ~~ remote islands of South Caicos and Salt Cay? 
»  _. Btue Water Divers: Blue Water Divers is now operating anew 24 





foot V- hull boat called Dancing Fool, acquired expressly for exploring 
oe areas within about.an hour’s ride.of ‘Grand Turk. On South Caicos the 
ing ismore advanced, with deeper walls and an increased chance of en- 
‘Siwith larger critters such as sharks and Spotted Eagle Rays. Salt Cay 
a full spectrum of diving opngtiantties, Talel8relavemant=w efessxc1le)] inYae) ire! 
Ke liv7= into’ the past on the wreck of the Endymion. The Salt Cay ex- 
 cursit Nis also ideal for snorkeling and includes a beach picnic. 
Me elk me »the Grand Turk. ‘eef and wall dives, which have 
saa -- year-round excellent sonditions i in the protected lee of 
~~ es, the island, these excursions are dependent on the 
_ weather. Late spring through early fall is the best bet, 
~ when the trade winds tend to lie down. 
.. One ofthe allele dayc\m@ant=L¢ctomGle-larom fele q@eliuiale 
greatis | that the island is So laidback. There are no 
ied allel} rise buildings or fast food restau- 
mBaleweligexeya' should have a container marked 
ard Stress Here,” because you are going to shed it 
anyway when you meet Mitch Rolling, the own- 
= -erand Operator of Blue Water Divers. You'll 
be able to recognize him easily, because 
_ you ‘Il see his face when you check in, when 
; (Continued on Page 142) 
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\\ You'll never forget your dive on this 230 foot 
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o celebrate 25 years of industry 
leading innovations, Sea Quest re- 
cently gave each of 13 lucky divers a 
complete set of gear, for free! The prize 
winners came from all over the United 
States, including such landlocked 
states as Utah and Nebraska, and there 
was even one winner from Holland. The 
winners are all now sporting anew BC, 
wetsuit, mask, fins, snorkel and gauge 
(150 foot analog or Favor wrist mount 
dive computer). They also represent a 
rather varied cross section of SKIN 
DIVER readers. 








Fred Burleigh of Alexandria, Louisiana, 


BY TY SAWYER 
PHOTOS BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


was waiting for the oil to be changed 
in his car when he opened SKIN 
DIVER, came upon the sweep- 
stakes card, filled it out and won. It 

is his first complete set of dive 
equipment—for some people win- 
ning is just that easy. 

From the files of a diver who will do 
anything to get wet and probably de- 
serves to win free gear, comes Larry 
Philbrick of Ord, Nebraska. Larry 
spends two weeks a year doing under- 

water bridge inspections, in zero visi- 
bility water, for his home state. Larry 
tried out his new gear in Grand 
Cayman, where the visibility is sub- 
stantially better than itis in the 
rivers back home and the marine 
life is a noticeable improvement 
over the 150 pound catfish he 
frequently encounters while drift 
diving those same rivers. 
Sherrie Secunde of Arlington, 

Virginia, a terribly busy graduate 
student completing her Master’s in 
Environmental Biology (with an em- 
phasis on Marine Biochemistry) was 
incredibly effusive about her new gear, 
especially the Diva BC. She tried most of 
her gear while working in St. Croix (the 
benefits of doing marine environment re- 
search). A poor graduate student, she was 
extremely thankful to win such vital tools 


















To celebrate its 25th anniversary, Sea Quest 
gave away |3 complete sets of gear. Above: The 
Tetra mask, Sidedraft snorkel, Idea 3 fins and 
Dimension XP BC were among the choices. 
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for her profession. 

John Henry, an attorney and musician 
from Boston, Massachusetts, tried out his 
new gear in the chilly waters off Cape Ann. 
He particularly enjoyed the freedom of div- 
ing with his new weight integrated 
Quickdraw BC. He is also thrilled with his 
Sea Quest Favor dive computer. 

Kenneth Smith of Bear River, Utah, 
donned his new Predator BC and wetsuit, 
Idea 3 fins, Tetra mask, Sidedraft snorkel, 
Favor computer and headed into the wa- 
ters of nearby Bear Lake for some fresh- 
water hunting. 

Randy Settle from Winter Springs, 

Florida, is a longtime amateur trea- 

sure hunter and sometime skeptic. 
He truly thought the Sea Quest repre- 
sentative was pulling his leg until all that 
great gear arrived and, as prom- 
ised, there was no catch. Like 

John Henry, Randy especially ap- 

preciates leaving his weightbelt at 
home when using his new weight 
integrated Quickdraw. 








Philip Pruitt 
of Douglasville, Georgia, 
is a divemaster who 
works with troubled teens. 
Philio was shocked when he won, ripping 
open his box of new Sea Quest gear like a 
kid when it arrived and, true diver that he 
is, was deep in a quarry in Alabama two 
days later, putting it all to the test. The best 
part for Philip was he could finally do some 
computer diving with his new Favor. 

| tried to speak to Robert Abegg of 
Martinez, California, but he and his wife 
are traipsing around South America for a 
month. | did find out (from his house sit- 
ter) that his new Favor is his first dive 
computer and he was understandably 
excited about using it and all his new 
sea Quest gear. 

Grant Madison, of Shoreview, Minne- 
sota, picked up SKIN DIVER in an airport 
shop on his way home from Hawaii. He 
hopes to use the gear soon, preferably in 
the warmer waters south of Minnesota 








since he chose Sea Quest’s 3/2 Neothins 
wetsuit as part of his set. 

Jennifer Maldonado, of Augusta, 
Georgia, is now very well stocked with top 
of the line dive equipment. She loves 
snorkeling in her new 3/5/38 jumpsuit, Tetra 
mask and Reflex fins. 

Rounding out the winner’s list is Nico 
Van Oosten of Barendrecht, The Nether- 
lands; Ashley Nicole Caliri of Montebello, 
California; and Suzanne Heffner of 
Clarksburg, California, all of whom were 
incommunicado, in spite of our efforts to 
contact them. 

All the winners | sooke with were im- 
pressed with the high quality of the Sea 
Quest products they received and ex- 
pect to enjoy their gear for many years. 
Each chose products for a wide variety of 
diving preferences and no one had to 
settle for an alternate piece of equipment. 
The Quickdraw BC, Diva BC, Sidedraft 
snorkel and Favor dive computer drew 
the most raves for their simplicity of use 
and intelligent design. The style and fit of 
the wetsuits also brought many favorable 
comments. 

Congratulations to these 13 lucky Sea 
Quest prize winners! = 
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AGGRESSOR FLEET GOES INTERACTIVE: 
What’s the diving like in Belize’? How 
many staterooms does the Palau 
Aggressor Ii have? The new Passport to 
the Aggressor Fleet, on CD-ROM, pro- 
vides divers, travel agents and dive 
shops with full information, photographs, 
diagrams and video of the entire 
Aggressor Fleet. With 10 live-aboard 
destinations on the map, Aggressor Fleet 
asked Sea-D Publishing of Grand 
Cayman to develop an interactive mar- 
keting tool for its sales team. Sea-D pro- 
duced acomplete multimedia promo- 
tional package, including the CD-ROM 
and a Web site. 

The CD-ROM allows divers to com- 
pare and watch videos for each destina- 
tion, read about marine life, look at 
itineraries, study weather patterns and ul- 
timately plan a great trip. Likewise, the 
Aggressor Fleet Web site features de- 
tailed information and photos on each 
destination, updates on specials, win- 
ners of the recent annual photo competi- 
tion and provides a direct e-mail link to 
Aggressor Fleet for reservations and ad- 
ditional information. 

To receive a copy of the Passport to 
the Aggressor Fleet CD-ROM, call (800) 
348-2628, e-mail divooat@aol.com or 
103261.1275@ compuserve.com or visit 
the Aggressor Fleet Web site at http:// 
www.aggressor.com. =3 








Call 1-800-729-7234, visit us on the web at 
www.padi.com or stop by your nearest PADI 
Dive Center for more information on these 
exciting professional programs: Divemaster, 
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MANY AMENITIES AND 
GREAT ACTIVITIES ON BONAIRE 


BYoSWISAN L. SWYGERT 


hoosing a vacation destination isn’t easy—your wish list 

orobably reads: great diving, great dive shop, great 
weather and water, accommodations and food. Those of us 
who love the ocean want to spend as much time as possible 
near the water, on the water and especially underwater! We 
want our vacation experience to be fun and hassle-free, a per- 
fect timeout from the typical ups and downs of daily life. 

The Caribbean region can fulfill many of the vacationing 
diver’s needs, particularly Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles, 
just north of Caracas, Venezuela. Known as one of the top 
diving destinations in the world, it has many unique charac- 
teristics that blend to earn it this reputation. Visitors find 
Bonaire to be extraordinarily special. 

Only a few degrees above the equator, Bonaire is beneath 
the hurricane belt and cooled year-round by steady trade 
winds. Lying north to south, the island boasts 265 miles of lee- 
ward coast, dotted with more than 75 spectacular dive sites 

(Continued on Page 139) 
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Top: Sand Dollar is an all-inclusive 
resort for those who wish to spend as 
much time as possible under, on or 
near the water. This photo: The 
largest of all Caribbean anemones, 
the aptly named Giant Anemone. 
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You Can Tell a Lot 
About a Scuba Diver 
from This Card. 


Nee Se Pome: y Werte sect Seren 





® Keeps good company — More than 160,000 scuba 
divers are DAN members, from new divers to 
seasoned professionals. Sharing an interest in 
adventure, _love of the bibceks and the safe ‘pursuit of 





DAN ’s bimonthly journal of diving Secs and health. 


(2) Personally and financially responsible — DAN membership is 
only § a year. For an additional $25 to $35, you can get 





to treet and are arvitne not covered by regular medical insurance. 
Not only a great value, DAN insurance also supports other DAN 
services, including diving medical and safety research. 


@ Recognizes the value of expert information — DAN membership dues 
also support DAN’s di ion telephone li 

provides expert answers to questions aoout health and fitness for 
diving. Divers, instructors and medical professionals can find out 
whether specific medications and conditions are compatible with 
diving — as well as other important information — immediately. 





@® Cares about diving health and safety — Established at ae 


Ore Medical Center in 1980, DAN operates a 2 4-} 





Taetioe personnel c: erage a them. This service is supported by DAN 
membership dues. Your DAN membership helps not only you but 
fellow divers as well. 






Pid OE ALC 
ness ‘or injury, a -related or Tot, 





y Any il il : 


— covered 1 by DAN TravelAssist. If you travel, this exclusive DAN 


benefit is worth the DAN membership fee alone. 


To join DAN or renew your DAN membership, call 


(800) 446-2671 


(When calling use Priority Code CC97) 


3100 Tower Boulevard, Suite | 300 
Durham, NC 27707-2563 





Divers Alert Network 
Your Dive Safety Association 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY WALT STEARNS 





































Pp ropelled by the graceful undulations — er and circle like a squadron of giant bats, 


TEN YEARS AGO of their broad, wing-like pectoral fins, quickly inhaling the surrendered morsels 
SKIN DIVER published the first they glide through the water, inches __ with ravenous gusto. 
magazine cover and feature story above the rippled sand bottom. The large The stars of the show at Stingray City 
about Grand Cayman’s Stingray rays coming toward us were onamis- are Southern Stingrays (Dasyatis ameri- 
City in September 1987. sion—our handouts of chopped squid cana). The males are smaller on average, 
Author/photographer Geri were the booty. with a wingspan of two feet, while the fe- 
Murphy gave the site its name, _ In their quest, they will go from diver to males can exceed five feet. 


diver, swirling vigorous- The Cayman Islands offer some of the 
ly around;.under and most distinctive and exalted divirig in the 
over, untifthe food Caribbean but it is the interactions with 


beginning her article with that 
world famous Bob Hollis quote, 
“This is the world’s best 12 foot 





= dive.” is-discgvered. these friendly members of the shark clan 
f Thenthey hov- that have become the region’s signature. 
este hake via oo S (Continued on Page 78) 


tured in more than 
1,000 magazine and 
| mewspaper articles, as 
| well as numerous 
f= television shows and 
i = several films. Sting- 

i 6ray City is a house- 
hold word for divers 
around the world. 

Owing to this im- 
mense press cover- 
age and public popular- 
ity, Grand Cayman water- 
sport operators have introduced 
these incredibly friendly sting- 
rays to more than one million § Bg sit ae ee 
scuba divers, snorkelers and non- (HRiNeaseianenneres 7 
diving visitors. apes Re ality Fe 

This summer, the Cayman 
Islands are celebrating the 10th 
Anniversary of Stingray City as the 
worid’s most unusual scuba and 
snorkeling dive site. Meanwhile, 
the population of stingrays at 
Stingray City, Sandbar and other jf ie a 
nearby sites has grown, now num- Him a 
abe 150 rays. ee ae er a 
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AquaShot 


Aquashot ! (i 


a 


You know how easy the single-use cameras are to use and the excellent results they 


provide above water. Now you can get the same simplicity of operation and excellent 
results underwater. Start with the Ikelite AquaSnap, a 35mm single-use 27 exposure 
camera and place it in an Aquashot II housing. The results are amazing. Sharp, colorful 
photographs rivaling those taken by expensive underwater camera systems. 
Operates to 125 feet (38m). 


Water Correcting Lens allows close focus for sharper more colorful photographs. 
Macro kit focuses 8' for close-ups of small marine creatures. 
Substrobe AQ/S helps to eliminate backscatter and provides more light for enhanced color. 


Grand Cayman's Hotel For Divers By Divers 


No need to worry where to buy cameras for the 
Aquashot II housing. Ikelite now offers a disposable 
camera for use above water or in the housing. The 
AquaSnap camera features built-in flash and 
27-exposure film. Available at your local dive shop. 





ikelite 


Underwater Systems ¢ 50 W 33rd Street 


_ § ; alll se Indianapolis, IN 46208 


Lights at your local dive shop. 317.923.4523 
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July - October 1997 | 
The 
Sea & Sea 
Photo 











It’s Easy! 
Win Prizes! 


If you’ve never 
taken an under- 
water photograph 
before, you could 
win with your very 
first roll of film. 

To participate, simply come to Cayman to pick 
up your entry pack and a FREE roll of Fuji film. 
Enter the “Sport Category” with the 

Sea & Sea MX-10 camera 


OR 


Enter the “Open Category’ with any 
Sea & Sea camera, lens or strobe. 


Come see for yourself how simple it is 
to take great photos and win big! 


SEAcSEA 
ns 


GRAND CATMAN'S WATERSPONTS PARK 


For more information, call: 


1-800-448-0428 


http://www.parrotslanding.com | 


























in Prizes! 


(total value) 















© SD/AD 1997 








e-mail: splasheparrotslanding.com 
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DIVER’S CALENDAR 


Dive [Tampa 


Dive Tampa, Florida’s premier scuba, 
travel and watersports show, will be held 
May 30 to June 1 at the Tampa Conven- 
tion Center. Admission is $5; the first 500 
will be admitted free each day. 

For information, contact Dive Tampa at 
(800) 636-2763. = 


Seaspace 97 


Dr. Sylvia Earle, Dr. Graham Hawkes 
and Jim Church will headline Seaspace 
'97 May 30 to June 1 at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel, Houston, Texas. There will 
be seminars, workshops, an U/W film festi- 
val, photo competition, environmental 
awareness exhibits and more. 

For information, tickets or photo con- 
test entry form, call (713) 467-6675, = 


U/W Treasure Hunt 


Rick’s Dive ’N Travel will soonsor its 
19th Annual U/W Treasure Hunt June 8 at 
Lake Ouachita in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
More than $6,000 in prizes will be given 
away. The entry fee is $30 and includes a 
T-shirt and cookout. 

For information, call Rick’s at (501) 753- 
6004; fax (501) 753-5150, = 


Clean Oceans ’97 


Save Our Seas (SOS) will soonsor the 
second annual Clean Oceans conference 
June 13 to 15 at the Princeville Hotel, 
Kauai, Hawaii. This year’s conference will 
focus on the preservation of coral reefs. 
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., will be the keynote 
speaker. The conference will feature lec- 
tures, movies and leisure activities. The 
cost is $195 to $250. 

For information, call SOS at (808) 
826-2525; fax (808) 826-7770 or e-mail 
sos@aloha.net. = 


Scuba ’97 


The Scuba '97 dive show will take 
place June 20 to 22 on board the Queen 
Mary in Long Beach, California. The 
event will feature 50,000 square feet of 
diving related exhibits, U/W films, semi- 
nars, exhibitor presentations, door prizes 
and a Casino Party. Admission is $8. For 
information call (810) 792-2333. = 


1997 Nikonos Shootouts 


The always popular Nikonos Shoot- 
outs are scheduled for June 21 to 28 
on Bonaire; July 12 to 19 on Cayman 
Brac; August 8 to 17 in Key Largo, 
Florida; and September 13 to 20 on 
Curacao. The events are open to pho- 
tographers of all levels and feature 
thousands of dollars in prizes. 


For information, call WaterHouse Photo 
Tours at (800) 272-91 22: fax (805) 452- 
2228 or e-mail to phototours@aol. 
COM. = 


Great American Fish Count 
and Training Seminars 


The Great American Fish Count will 
take place July 1 through 13. Several 
pre-count training seminars will be given in 
the following communities: In West Palm 
Beach, FL June 19 to 20; in Key Largo, 
FL June 30; in Marathon, FL July 3; and 
in Key West, FL July 7. Seminars will be 
also held in Houston, TX June 14, 20 and 
21; in San Francisco, CA June 8; at the 
Monterey Bay (CA) Aquarium June 14; 
and in Santa Barbara, CA June 18. The 
cost of training is nominal and includes fish 
ID and survey methods, survey materials 
and a GAFC T-shirt. 

For information on the West Coast re- 
gion, call the Marine Conservation Net- 
work at (510) 838-2544, For the South 
Atlantic and Gulf Coast regions, call Reef 
Environmental Education Foundation 
(REEF) at (805) 451-0312 . = 


Titanic Exhibit in Memphis 


The Memphis Pyramid will exhibit 
more than 300 artifacts recovered from 
the wreck of the Jitanic through Sep- 
tember 30. 

For information, please call (800) 2- 
MEMPHIS. = 


Cayman Madness 1997 


Bob Soto’s Diving, Ltd. and Carib- 
bean Dive Tours have teamed up again 
to offer divers another chance to expe- 
rience a value packed “dive and party 
package” at '70s prices September 11 
through October 23. Cayman Mad- 
ness '97 is an eight day/seven night 
(Thursday through Thursday) dive vaca- 
tion package that features a full pro- 
gram of activities, social events and 
chances to win hundreds of prizes. In 
addition to airfare and accommoda- 
tions, the package price includes six 
days of diving, a dance, rum punch/ 
steel band party, BBQ, U/W treasure 
hunt and cookout, free equipment test 
dives, free use of Nikonos V cameras 
and strobes and more. The event ts lim- 
ited to 150 divers per week. 

For more information, call Caribbean 
Dive Tours at (800) 786-3488 or fax 
aks 565-0129, = 





If you havea sakes related event you would 
like to see included in our Calendar section, 
please send information via e-mail to: 


sawyert@petersenpub.com 


or fax (213) 782-2121 














HELPFUL HINTS 


BC Buying 


Basics 


HOW TO CHOOSE 
AND US TIAE DIVER S 


BEST FRIEND: 


ABDUOTAINCY COMPENSATOR 


BY JIM WALKER 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


hen Scubapro introduced its Stabilizing Jacket many years ago, it 
altered the course of buoyancy compensator development forever. 


Seemingly overnight, the BC became a necessary and integral item of func- Ly 


tion and comfort. Scubapro continues to be a leader in this field, constantly re- 


fining the Stabilizing Jacket and introducing a number of other cutting edge BC de- 
signs. The three models discussed here are just a representative sample of the excellent 
Scubapro BC line. All feature advanced single bag construction. 


CLASSIC EXPEDITION 


The Classic Expedition’s design makes it perfect for the diver desiring the ultimate in stability. 
Its high lift capacity (72 pounds) will suit those who carry lots of gear underwater. Made of 420 
denier nylon pack cloth, with a double neoprene coating, it is as rugged as it is stable. The 
seams of the air chamber are sealed by hand, including contact bonding, double nylon stitching 
and seam tape inside and out. This Finseal construction is rated to last twice as long as stan- 
dard seam seals, even under the heaviest of workloads. 

The Expedition has an integrated weight system for reduced drag and increased comfort 


INTEGRATED WEIGHT? 


Both the Classic Expedition and 
Falcon BCs feature integrated weight 
systems. Many divers prefer this type 
of weighting to reduce drag underwa- 
ter and for better balance and stability. 
It also helps prevent the inflated BC 
from riding up underwater. Since such 
weight integration removes much or 
all of the weight worn on the weight- 
belt, it can ease back strain, too. 

On both the Expedition and Falcon, 
two special pockets are provided that 
will hold up to | | pounds of Eco- 
Weights each, for a total of 22 pounds 
maximum. Ditching weight is easy. 
These pockets have touch-fastener 
closing bottoms that can be instantly 
opened by pulling convenient handles. 
For even more stability, optional 
weight pockets can be positioned on 
the scuba tank band as well. 

Scubapro offers Eco-Weights in 5.5 
pound ($17.20), 3.7 pound ($1 1.60) 
and 2.2 pound ($6.90) sizes. These are 
composed of lead shot in a sealed bag 
made of heavy plastic, so you never 
have to worry about comfort or cor- 
rosion. 


and stability underwater. A large weight pocket is positioned 
on either side, behind the huge, mesh-drained accessory 
pockets. A removable weight insert module, which slips into 
the weight pocket, keeps the weights (up to two 5.5 pound 
Scubapro Eco-Weights) manageable. The modules can be 
removed and handed up to a crew member for easy boat 
boarding. Ditching the weight pockets is easy. Merely pull 
the convenient handles and the touch-fastener closing 
weight pockets fall open. Optional weight pockets can be 
positioned on the scuba tank band as well. 

As with all Scubapro BCs, you have the choice of pur- 
chasing a Quick-Release Power Inflator or AIR 2 Alternate 
Inflation Regulator. BC deflation is accomplished in four 
ways: manually, by holding the inflator hose above the head 
or by activating one of the three dump valves—at the inflator 
hose/shoulder junction, on the right shoulder and on the 
back at the bottom right. 

The Expedition has a hard pack with a secure nylon web- 
bing tank band and stainless cam action buckle. The pack 
houses a retractable carrying handle and is cushioned by a 
Thermoform backpad, which gives maximum comfort with- 
out increasing buoyancy. A similarly padded cummerbund 
closes with a touch-fastener strio and secures the front of the 
jacket in combination with a double adjustable, quick-release 
waist strap. Owing to the jacket design, the Expedition’s 
shoulders are not adjustable but the upper front of the BC se- 








BC TIPS 


¢ Test dive prospective BC styles be- 
fore you buy and, when you do buy, 
be sure you have the right size for 
your body and type of diving. 

¢ Set up your weight/suit/BC system 
for proper flotation before diving. 
This is best done in a pool or other 
controlled situation. 

* Be sure your BC is properly adjust- 
ed before your dive trip. This in- 
cludes backpack height, tank band 
threading and tightening and shoul- 
der/waist straps/cummerbund ad- 
justed for a comfortable fit with 
buckles correctly positioned. 

¢ Fine tune the BC adjustments with 
your dive suit on, just before enter- 
ing the water. This should be done 
after weights are added to weight 
integrated BCs. 

¢ Adjust the height of your scuba tank 
in the backpack before entering the 
water and be sure all hoses and 
straps are properly located. Test 
your power inflator or AIR 2 and 
put just enough air into the BC to 
keep you afloat. 

¢ Underwater, fill and empty your BC 
in small increments, checking for ef- 
fect each time. 


SKIN DIVER JUNE 1997 23 








CLASSIC EXPEDITION 


* Stabilizing Jacket design 

Integrated weight system 

* 420 denier nylon pack cloth, double 
neoprene coated 

* Three dump valves 

* Softpack cummerbund and Thermoform backpad 

¢ Universal Attachment System 

* Sizes/pounds lift: XS/37, S/43, M/54, 
L/67, XL/85 

* Colors: Black, with 
black or olive accents 


cures with an adjustable, quick-release 
buckle and elastic strap. 

The Classic Expedition has a whistle 
and two plastic D-rings for attaching 
gear, plus asmall, zipper accessed pock- 
et on the flap of each primary pocket. 
However, the star accessory feature is 
the Universal Attachment System. This 
features a slotted plastic panel on the left 
pocket. Plastic tabs are locked into the 
proper slots to accommodate a variety of 
accessories, such as a knife, with corre- 
sponding mating devices. 


FALCON 

The Falcon is a back flotation BC. The 
air chamber is completely behind the div- 
er, encircling the scuba tank. This leaves 
the diver’s chest area open for total free- 
dom of movement and helps stabilize the 
tank underwater. This design is perfect 
for underwater photographers and dry- 
Suit divers. 

Made of 420 denier nylon pack cloth, 
with a polyurethane coating, the air 
chambers have heat sealed seams. This 
combination is nearly as durable as that 
on the Expedition. The air cell attaches 
via a plastic zipper, so it can be replaced. 

The Falcon has the same weight inte- 
gration system as the Expedition. It also 
uses a similar backpack (with retractable 
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This is Scubapro’s top of the line BC. The 
jacket design makes it perfect for the diver 
desiring the ultimate in stability and flotation. 


Suggested retail price 
Add $80 for Quick-Release Power Inflator or 
$214 for AIR 2 Alternate Inflation Regulator 





carrying handle) and tank band/buckle. It 
offers a choice of inflator but has only two 
dump valves, one on the shoulder and 
one on the lower back. There are two ac- 
cessory pockets on each side as well as 





POWER INFLATOR OR AIR 2? 


With each Scubapro BC you have the choice of purchasing a Quick- 
Release Power Inflator or Air 2 Alternate Inflation Regulator. 

Quick-Release Power Inflator ($80): If you want compact size 
and simplicity of use, this inflator might be your choice. It offers precision 
power inflation regardless of scuba tank pressure. Its ergo-dynamic 
styling includes large soft-touch buttons for power or manual inflation. 
These buttons have completely different shapes, sizes and feel for 
quick identification. The offset mouthpiece seals comfortably against 
the outside of the lips and it also has a special clearing port to 


purge water. 


AIR 2 Alternate Inflation Regulator ($214): For the diver 
desiring the ultimate in streamlining and simplicity, the AIR 2 combines 









the power inflator and octopus second stage in 
one handy, compact, lightweight device. This not 
only removes the need for a separate octopus, it 
positions the backup regulator in a much more 
convenient location. This increases safety in two 
ways. First, you always know where to find your 
backup in an emergency. Second, the backup will 
always stay up off the ocean bottom, reducing the 
chance of it picking up sediment. (Each time you 
dump air from your BC, the AIR 2 is flushed clean 
of any contaminants, too.) 

The AIR 2 has a dependable downstream de- 
mand valve that will provide plenty of air, even if 
you use the power inflator while you’re breathing 
from it. The buttons for deflation (or oral inflation) 
and power inflation have completely different 
shapes for easy identification. 











four stainless steel D-rings and a whistle. 
The Falcon’s backpack-style harness in- 
cludes adjustable, quick-release shoulders, 
backpad and touch-fastener closing cum- 
merbund, double adjustable, quick-release 
waistband and a similar (though smaller) 
quick-release front closure on the chest. 


ACCENT 

The Accent’s front adjustable design of- 
fers anumber of means to quickly cus- 
tomize fit in any situation. This and other 
features make it an excellent choice for the 
traveling diver or one who dives in a variety 
of water temperatures. 

The Accent is made of 420 denier nylon, 
coated with polyurethane. The seams of 
the air chambers are heat sealed, as in the 
Falcon. Again, you have the choice of infla- 
tors and, as with the Falcon, there are two 
dump valves. 

The Accent does not have a weight inte- 
gration system. The tank attachment has 
the same band/buckle as the other BCs 
but there is no hard pack, only a lumbar 
support. There’s an additional nylon web- 
bing top strap for tank stability and a built- 
in nylon webbing carrying handle. This flex- 
ible, low profile design facilitates packing 
the Accent into a reduced space for travel. 

The Accent’s harness has padded shoul- 
ders with adjustable, quick-release buckles. 


FALCON 


* Back flotation design 

* Integrated weight system 

* 420 denier nylon pack cloth, 
polyurethane coated 

* Air chambers have heat seal 
seam construction 

° Two dump valves 

* Padded, backpack-style 
shoulder harness and 
cummerbund 

¢ Sizes/pounds lift: 
XS/32, $/32, 
M/40, L/40, 
XL/40 


Suggested retail price 
Add $80 for Quick-Release Power Inflator or $214 for AIR 2 
Alternate Inflation Regulator 


ACCENT 


* Front adjustable design 

¢ 420 denier nylon, polyurethane 
coated 

¢ Air chambers have heat seal seam 
construction 

* Two dump valves 

¢ Padded shoulders, backpad and 
cummerbund 

* Sizes/pounds lift: XS/21, S/27, 
M/33, L/40, XL/53 

* Colors: Black, with accents of 
dark blue, light blue/lime, 
yellow/purple or pink/purple 


This BC’s front adjustable 
design will suit the traveling or 


recreational diver needing 
maximum comfort and 
infinite variations of fit. 


Suggested retail 
price 

Add $80 for Quick- 
Release Power 
Inflator or $214 for 
AIR 2 Alternate 
Inflation Regulator 


* Colors: Black, with blue or neon yellow trim 


This back flotation BC will satisfy underwater 
photographers and other divers who desire total 
freedom of movement and secure comfort. 


$490 





SCUBAPRO* 





There is a cushy back- 
pad and a soft, touch- 
fastener closing cum- 
meround. Completing 
the system is a double 
adjustable, quick-re- 
lease waist strap. 
There are two large, 
mesh-draining front 
pockets, two plastic 
D-rings and a whistle. 


CONCLUSION 

From technical div- 

er to traveler, whatev- 

er your needs ina 

buoyancy compen- 

sator, Scubapro has 

a model that should 

suit you perfectly. 

With choices in sizes, 

buoyancy, inflators 

and colors, the cus- 

tomization factor is impressive. You can 

rest assured of durability from the start 

and all Scubapro BCs are backed by a 
two year limited warranty. 

To make your selection, try on the vari- 
ous BC models at your Scubapro dealer. 
For information or the address of the deal- 
er nearest you, contact Scubapro USA, 
1326 Willow Road, Sturtevant, WI 53177; 
(888) 801-8382 or (905) 6384-0023 in 
Canada. For information and visuals, 
check out the Web site at http://www. 
jwa.com. = 
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he boat hovers over a white 
sand bottom just inside the 
reefline. Before anyone can get In 
the water, the black, diamond 
shapes of stingrays and the sinewy 
motion of sharks become apparent 
below. Snorkelers and scuba divers 
prepare to enter the water, moving 
almost in slow motion. Although we 
have been thoroughly briefed on 
procedures, no one is too sure of ae 
what to expect. In an cack a= 
attempt to crack the 
tension, one of the 
divers hums the 
theme from Jaws. 
You spend most of 
your life with mother, 


Ramon’s Village mentors and media 


telling you sharks are 


ls a Tranquil Oasis dangerous and will 


eat you. Then one day you take a Scuba course and learn you can 
II swim with them. And now, here you are in the Caribbean, watching sharks, accom- 
Afte ra Day of D IVI Ng panied by stingrays swimming circles around you! You just can’t change gears that 
fast; a little voice inside tells you they will attack. You search the bottom for a rock big 
TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY enough to hide under. 
BY RICK FREHSEE But seeing is believing. Five minutes of watching sharks and stingrays behaving 
| like, Puppy. gods, eamping into you and feeding from the hands of a divemaster, has 


Ramon’s is a 
village of sun, sand 
and thatch-roofed 
bungalows, with a 
pool (above), dock 
and full service 
dive shop (left). 















fed, the essere only Nurse Sharks, flat-headed bottom dwellers known to the | ni- 
Bie@e@ciec critters. And, the biggest ones are only five or six feet long. But 
© they are still sharks and you have swum with them, danced 
with them and held one on your lap. Suddenly one does 
become a little aggressive, Snapping up a morsel of 
Pait in front of your facemask with the speed of a bul- 
let! The pendulum swings the other way; perhaps 
you are not the king of the reef, much less master 
of the oceans. 
One-half hour later and you have it pretty well 
iN perspective. You can swim with sharks, even 
play with them. That is, sharks trained and 
monitored by experts and under the right 
conditions. Without this kind of planned spec- 
tacle, you would hardly ever see a shark, let 
alone have a detailed encounter. 
Shark-Ray Alley, as this particular site is 
Called, is only one of many Belize diving ad- 
: ventures available aboard the Miss Gina, the 
beautiful and practical 42 foot flagship dive 
boat of lovely Ramon’s Village on Ambergris 
Caye. Ramon’s also has one-half dozen 24 
to 26 foot custom dive boats. If you opt 
for everything available during a typical 
week's stay, In addition to sharks 
and rays, you will see an array of 
undersea attractions. Earlier in 
the week, we visited many sites 
along the 20 mile section of the 
famed Belize Barrier Reef that 
aisic long, narrow Ambergris Caye. 
~~ There are shallow reef gardens punctuated 
_ ~~. with seawhips and schools of fishes in the Hol 
Chan Marine Sanctuary, just 15 minutes 
_- south of the resort dock. Other sites, mostly 5 
to 20 minutes to the north, are deep reef for- 
mations along the barrier reef wall. The deep 
sites are a maze of heavy corals pierced by 
caverns, fissures and swim-throughs leading 
(Continued on Page 130) 





















Diving is emotion, 
adventure and pieasure. 
This can occur only when 
your equipment is safe 
and easy to use under all 
conditions. 
For these reasons, Mares 
worldwide customers 

e “just add water”. 


_ Apioneer for nearly 


; 50 years, always 


| | invol d in new research 

ane ‘innovation. 
ares is the diving 

world’s leader, thanks to 
its safe and user-friendly 
products. 
Mares is well aware of 
divers’ needs since 
its employees 


share the same passion. oe 
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(olU i= \'is-1,¢-1amcom-melel(-1mante)aaliare| | ce | Tam @x-1ahde-lmAvaal-)aler-Pmcielenaame) 
| with the sea glassy flat and the | a ms Mexico and east of Guatemala, 
JUaMm [Ukoim ol=\=1,4) ale mehv{-andalomalelardoler ee Belize is a lush, jungled land 
| washing everything in pale rose and blessed by Mother Nature witha 
Kjanvo)ammi@is\:iism-Manlilicolamaniicsomigelen WYZo) alek=) que) maleialalss-yomeymvacre[-1e-hale) a 
civiization; the only sounds are the ooar-Vale mel lice Malsmexer-l-}e-lmir-larlalels 
gentle lapping of water on the “ae = are lined with mangrove estuaries, 
ship’s hull and the cries of the boo- ~= the breeding places for the reef’s 





EN ne Hasson 


| bies and frigates nesting on nearby ae 3 8 amazing diversity of marine life. 
| ma rclimivicelela Caye. : ~ — The interior rises to form 3,000 
| oa? Beneath the boat, just off the swimstep, is a sheer wall, +. foot mountains, covered with rain forests that 
“part of the world’ s second largest barrier reef. It is encrust- *". are home to jaguars, ocelots, tapirs and ma- 
s, - ed with altel sponges and gorgonians and swarming with @ a... jestic birds of incredible variety. The land is 
-~ “reef tropicals and schooling Horse-eye Jacks. 1% a also a seat of ancient history—massive 
Your memory is still full from last night’s dive at ee Maya ruins still stand, solemn relics of a civi- 


Tarpon Caves. Here, at the edge of the wall in just : ya: \drelalaa-lagle)isvom elena ave) mre)gelo)ac-lame)\vmaal- 
45 feet of water, huge, silvery Tarpon slashed in and march of time. 
(ol Uh mo) m-Yo1 aLelo) f-me)m oy-Ihailsiamer-idal-)a-1em-ieelelaremaal- For all its remote, unspoiled nature, 
ship's underwater lights—the entire scene illumi- Belize is surprisingly accessible and easy 
nated like some eerie, science fiction movie set. to visit. Only a few hours’ direct flight 
#hat’s enough to break your reverie and propel from either Miami or Houston, its sta- 
- you out of bed for another incredible day of div- tus as a British colony and its close 
mlalomicelan gis -¥=1-1/74-Vale lef osel ap ties with North America have result- 
This new Aggressor, less than a year old, is Yo Ml al- lal = alelliabes) e\ot>\.diale mers) idel as 
Ware)ialiavem (=\stsmiar-lam-Micey-1ilalem (ep de lavmacelc- lm tar-ut dar tmr-ele1-] 0) 4-mO mo mmole) t-le-m-t 
has as its playground the pristine, un- readily as it does its own. Its 
touched reefs off the coast of Belize. restaurants and hotels of- 
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of featured, performance 
and value 
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE! 
Sea Quest products purchased 
other than from an Authorized 
Sea Quest Retailer WILL NOT 
BE COVERED BY OUR 
FACTORY WARRANTY. 
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The pearl of dive computers 





PERSONAL ADJUSTMENT 

Choosing your own safety level 
Currently available dive computers 
operate according to the same prin- 
ciple. They estimate in real time the 
quantity of nitrogen absorbed by the 
diver. Most allow only one possibili- 
ty for any given dive. Suunto is the 
only manufacturer to offer three 
alternatives in all its computers, 
from the simplest (Companion) to 
the most sophisticated (Eon Lux). 
Factors that may affect susceptibility 
to decompression sickness, such as 
sensitivity to thermal stress, degree 
of fitness and fatty tissue volume, 
vary between divers and for the 
same diver from one day to another. 
No computer can determine the sig- 
nificance of these individual factors. 
Only the diver can. 

Featuring a three-step personal 
adjustment mode (AO, Al and A2), 
Suunto dive computers allow the 


No-decompression 
time limits for various depths for 
the first dive of a series 













Personal 


adjustment 


mode 


























Thanks to an optimum selection of features, the Favor dive computer with complete 





decompression capabilities enjoys greater universal appeal than any other dive com- 
puter in its category. Known also for its ease of operation, the Favor features a built- 
in calendar clock function that displays time even when the computer is switched off 
and a phosphorescent display that is activated by an independent light source. 

In addition to providing basic dive information, the most advanced and compre- 
hensive logbook memory on the market displays calendar entry time for each dive, 
average depth and temperature at maximum depth. The history memory records 999 
dive events up to 999 dive hours as well as the maximum depth ever reached. 

The Favor's systematic, easy-to-read graphics are complemented by a pointer-type, 
four-step ascent rate meter. 

For divers who do not require the PC-Interface or simulation features of Suunto’s 
top-of-the-line Eon Lux and Solution Alpha dive computers, the new Favor is the 
ideal choice. 


Calendar clock 

Time display indicates that 
it is 10:30 on February 18th. 
A for a.m. in the upper left 
corner indicates imperial 





unit. 


Ascent rate indicator 
The unique pointer-type, 
four-step ascent rate indi- 


sealfuest 


2151 Las Palmas Drive, Carlsbad, CA 92009 
Phone (619) 438-1101, Fax (619) 438-3142 


cator is at position two: 
the diver’s ascent rate is 
23-30 ft/min. 





$9 





SOLUTION CC FAVOR 


30 depth (ft) 60 100 130 


diver to choose gradually more con- 
servative parameters if personal 
physiological factors and/or dive 
conditions are such that the risk of 
decompression sickness is increased. 


However sophisticated, a dive com- 
puter can never replace proper train- 
ing and a responsible attitude. By 
allowing you to choose your own 
safety margins you can control the 
dive parameters. 





FAVOR AIR LUX SOLUTION NITROX 





COMPANION 





TECHNIFACTS 


Reading 
the 


Water 


BY -ERiAGRS SS 


he study of the seas, lakes, rivers and 

other bodies of water is the science 
of hydrography. It is not necessary for 
divers to be hydrographers. However, for 
maximum safety and the greatest enjoy- 
ment, a good working knowledge about 
some aspects of the diving environment 
is helpful. With a combination of knowl- 
edge, experience and observation, 
enough can be learned of the secrets of 
areas so that diving is not only safe and 
enjoyable but rewarding. | call getting this 
information “reading the water.” Whether 
itis an ocean, a lake or a river, reading 
the water is a Skill that will improve the 
safety of a dive. Water conditions should 
never exceed the experience of the least 
qualified diver. 


WIND 

This Technifacts will discuss the effect 
wind has on water. Other conditions in- 
volved with reading dive waters will be re- 
viewed in the future. 

Physically, both air and water are flu- 
ids. Both flow relatively easily and are al- 
most constantly in motion. Surface 
waves, surge and currents are forms of 
water in motion. These conditions are 
variable owing to external forces. Wind is 
air in motion. It has characteristics com- 
parable to water in motion. The direction 
and force of the wind are similar to cur- 
rents; gusts are similar to surge. Bodies 
of water have a relatively small effect on 
the wind. Conversely, wind has tremen- 
dous impact on water. The impact of 
wind on water can cause more problems 
for dive safety than almost any other ex- 
ternal force. 

When reading the water divers must 
be aware of several related things. Wind 
blowing with a current may increase the 
speed and depth at which the current 
flows. Waves in such an area will proba- 
bly decrease in height and increase in 
length. Wind blowing against a current 
will probably decrease the length of the 
waves and increase their height, making 
them more dangerous. An offshore wind 
will cause a short, sometimes violent 
chop to develop on the incoming waves 
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(swells). This condition may be difficult to 
cope with when trying to return to shore 
or a boat. An onshore wind may flatten 
and increase the length of incoming 
waves, making them easier to cope with 
on returning from a shore dive. 

When there is a large land mass near a 
large body of water, the wind may be 
calm or blow offshore with less force in 
the mornings and get stronger, blowing 
toward the land mass, in the afternoons. 
This is because the air over the land will 
heat up and start to rise during the day. 
The cooler air over the water will then 
flow toward the land. The wind’s force 
may be related to the difference in the air 
temperature over the land and water. 
Late afternoon winds may become al- 
most gale force in many coastal areas. 

Many early civilizations revered the sea 
as the mother ocean. Learn what mother 
ocean can tell you about your dive waters 
by reading the water. 


UNDERWATER HUNTERS 

Many divers are underwater hunters, 
including some who make study collec- 
tions of marine life such as shells, coral 
and fish. Diver Jeff Bargeski collects 
shells for research. He recently reminded 
me researchers collect only in areas of 
abundance and then selectively. Col- 
lectors/researchers make their duplicate 
specimens available to others having sim- 
ilar interests. This reduces potential im- 
pact on the environment. Jeff recently 
completed his study on shells in the vo- 
lute family. Anyone interested in the shells 
may write to him at 368 Carnegie 
Boulevard, Holbrook, NY 11741. 


WRECK INFORMATION 

Several SKIN DIVER readers have 
asked me for published sources about the 
location of two wrecks. One of these ves- 
sels is real, the other is a legendary vessel 
that never actually became a wreck. 

The real wreck is the MS Diamond 
Knot, sunk off Crescent Bay on the U.S. 
side of the Strait of Juan de Fuca a few 
miles west of Port Angeles, Washington. 
The Knot sank as a result of a collision 
with the vessel Fenn Victory on August 
13, 1947. She rests on her port side in 
135 feet of water, with about 80 feet over 
her starboard side. Most of her cargo of 
canned salmon, valued at $3,500,000, 
was successfully salvaged. 

Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company, 
with head offices in San Francisco, 
California, was the principal insurer. 
Fireman’s Fund published a factual ac- 
count of the sinking and salvage of the 
cargo. This 380 page booklet is entitled 
The Story of the Diamond Knot. 

(Continued on Page 126) 





The Bahamas 
DISCOVER OUR DIVERSITY 


Bier ae HES eS 


or one of these 
Bahamas Dive Operators: 

Abaco 
Brendal’s Dive Shop ........ 800-780-9941 
Dive ADaCo..........cccccceeeeees 800-247-5338 
Spanish Cay Diving.......... 242-365-0083 
Walker’s Cay 
Undersea Adventures ...... 800-327-8150 
Divers Down 


at Treasure Cay...........05 800-327-1584 
Andros 

Small Hope Bay Lodge ....800-223-6961 
Bimini 

Bimini Undersea 
ACVeENtUreS..........c.ceeceeeeees 800-348-4644 
Cat Island 

Greenwood Dive Center...800-661-3483 
Eleuthera/Harbour Island 

Romora Bay Club............. 242-333-2323 
Valentine’s Dive Center....800-383-6480 
Exuma 

Exuma Fantasea .............. 242-336-3483 
Grand Bahama/ Freeport 

The Underwater 

Explorers Society............. 800-992-DIVE 
Xanadu Undersea 
Adventures............cececeeeees 800-327-8150 
Long Island 

Stella Maris Resort........... 800-426-0466 
New Providence/Nassau 

Bahama Divers................- 800-398-DIVE 
Dolphin Encounter ........... 242-363-4324 
Dive Dive Dive .................. 800-368-3483 
Diver’s Haven..................- 242-393-0869 


Nassau Scuba Centre...... 800-327-8150 
Stuart Cove’s 


Dive South Ocean. ............ 800-879-9832 
Sun Divers nk oe. neta 800-258-4786 
Sunskiff Divers ................. 800-331-5884 
San Salvador 

Riding Rock Inn................ 800-272-1492 


Live-Aboard Dive Boats 

Blackbeard’s Cruises....... 800-327-9600 
Bottom Time Adventures .800-234-8464 
Nekton Diving Cruises .....800-899-6753 


MV/Ballymena..............00 800-241-4591 
SCA DAGON siescsty chetiene snes 954-522-0161 
Sea Fever Diving Cruises .800-443-3837 


The Dream Team.............. 800-741-5335 


© 1995, Bahamas Ministry of Tourism/Bahamas Diving Association 
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And Over*1 000 
to Helo You Do It! 

















Dolphins 
Roam 


Roatans 
Anthonys 
Key Resort 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY STEPHEN FRINK 
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n 1982, when | first visited Anthony’s 

Key Resort on Roatan in the Bay 
Islands, it had already been in business 
for about 13 years. SKIN DIVER Mag- 
azines of that era printed images of pris- 
tine hard corals, giant Pillar Coral col- 
onies and massive sponges bathed in 
brilliant blue water. Reefs rich in marine 
life, dramatic walls and a dedicated dive 
resort that provided wonderful service 
made Anthony’s Key Resort an icon, 
high on every traveling diver’s wish list. 

A lot of bubbles have been blown, 
both by the guests of Anthony’s Key 
Resort (AKR) and myself in the decade 
and a half between then and now. Yet, 
when | visited AKR again this winter, | 
was transported back to that time of 
magic in 1982. Despite the substantial 
improvements that had been made over 


the years, AKR has managed to retain 
its unique ambiance as “The Resort 
Nature Designed.” Once again | felt the 
privilege of having visited someplace 
very special. 

ANTHONY’S Key Resort: [he resort 
grounds cover 34 acres—some on the 


Roatan mainland and 9.4 acres 
on Anthony’s Key, a palm stud- 
ded island just 50 yards across 
the lagoon. There are 56 Ca- 
banas strewn along the dock, 
hillside and Anthony’s Key. A 
complimentary water taxi con- 
stantly transports guests back 
and forth between Anthony's Key 
and Roatan, which is the setting 
for the restaurant, bar, dive dock, 
boutique and the Roatan Institute 
for Marine Sciences (RIMS, more 
about this later). The water taxi 
will also take guests to nearby Bailey’s 
Key, a five acre nature reserve rich with na- 
tive flora and fauna, as well as some great 
snorkeling sites. Bailey’s Key is also home 
to a portion of the dolphin activity that has 
become so popular at the RIMS. 

Having been in the resort dive busi- 
ness under the same family ownership 
for 28 years, AKR has learned how to 
please its customers. Guests are picked 
up at the airport and transported directly 
to the resort in an air-conditioned bus. 
Upon check-in you fill out your diving pa- 
perwork so you are free to board the dive 
boat the next morning. AKR staff will also 
handle your airline confirmation and ex- 

(Continued on Page 45) 
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WEST GORGE WINDSURFING ASSOCIATION 


YOU DON’T RACE HOME TO SEE IF COYOTE HAS CAUGHT ROADRUNNER YET. 


If you dream of low and high pressure systems and moan in the incredible history of the sport through the camera lenses of its 
your sleep of perplexing equatorial weather patterns, you may have most famous photographers. It’s all on the Outdoor Life Network. 
just found the television network made for you. Introducing the For athletes who love the water, the West Gorge Windsurfing 
Outdoor Life Network. Association recommends you call your local cable operator or 

This season you wont want to miss the U.S. Windsurfing National satellite provider and request the Outdoor Life Network. 
Championships from Corpus Christi, Texas, where the best board sailors 


©Outdoor Life Network 1997. 


from around the world gather to match skills against one another. a 
And for those of you who dont have a sail on your board, tune in OUTDOOR LIFE’ 
to “Surfer Magazine’ and catch the ultimate waves in the South Pacific, : . f & e 4 : 


Hawaii, South America and Africa. Then on “Surfer's Journal,” follow Television With A View 











UNDERWATER PHOTO TECHNIQUES 


Fish Pictures with 
the 35mm Lens 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 





a ave you ever wanted to get great 
pictures of colorful fish? If the an- 
swer is yes, read on. 

EQUIPMENT NEEDED: [his is one time 
you don’t need any fancy lenses or ac- 
cessories to get the job done. Use the 
standard Nikonos V camera and lens 
setup along with the SB 105 strobe. You 
will be amazed at the results. 

The standard 35mm lens is almost per- 
fect for shooting full frame photos of small 
to medium sized reef fish. Because this 
lens has a flat glass front window and Is 
affected by refraction, it behaves more like 
a standard 50mm lens on land. The slight 
telephoto effect allows you to fill your pic- 
ture frame while maintaining a respectable 
distance from an otherwise timid fish. 

USE FLASH FOR COLOR: Use the SB 105 
strobe to bring out the rich colors of your 
subject. This is especially true at close 
distances (four feet). The flash will also 
help improve your image sharpness and 
contrast against the background be- 
Cause you can use a lower f/stop. 

EXPOSURE SETUP: Using ISO 100 speed 
film on a bright sunny day at a depth of 20 
feet, set the lens aperture at f/8. Then, set 
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The secret to capturing 

good fish photos with the 

35mm lens is to get as close to 
the subject as the lens will allow. 


Bonaire 
June 21 to 28 
Cayman Brac 

July 12 to 19 
Key Largo 

August 8 to 17 

Curacao 

September 13 to 20 


For information/reservations call 
WaterHouse Photo Tours: 
(800) 272-9122: (305) 451-2228 
(805) 451-5147 (fax) 
e-mail phototours@aol.com 


the camera’s shutter soeed on “A” for au- 
tomatic TTL exposure. Next, set the 
strobe on “TTL” and position the strobe 
head so it is directed at a point three feet 
in front of the lens. That is all there is to it. 
CHECK YOUR EXPOSURE: [he SB 105 
has a built-in electronic circuit that helps 
you get a perfect exposure every time. 
When you fire the camera and strobe, 
glance over at the ready light on the 
strobe. If the little red light is blinking, it 





Nikonos V with 35mm 
lens and SB 105 strobe. 


means there was insufficient light for a 
proper exposure. Reset the lens aperture 
for f/5.6 and try again. If the ready light 
remains a steady red or goes completely 
dark for a few moments, you have confir- 
mation of a good exposure. 

GET CLOSE: The secret to great fish pic- 
tures is getting as close as the lens will al- 
low. This will require the stealth of a ninja 
and often a great deal of patience. 
Sometimes you just have to wait for the 
fish to stop flitting around the reef. If you 
remain perfectly still, they will come to you. 
You can attain the maximum color, con- 
trast and image sharpness at close dis- 
tances (four feet) because light reflected 
from the fish travels just a short distance 
and is less filtered. Set your focus distance 
scale at 2.75 or 3 feet and carefully work 
your way close to your intended subject. 

BUT NOT TOO CLOSE: The one limitation 
of the standard 35mm lens is the mini- 
mum focus distance. If you look on the 
distance scale (inside the lens), you will 
see that it will only focus to a minimum 
distance of 2.75 feet. Underwater, this 
distance grows to three feet, eight inches 
because of the flat glass front window and 
the powerful effect of refraction. Just like 
peering through your facemask, objects 
underwater appear 25 percent larger and 
closer. An easy way to measure minimum 
distance underwater is to extend your arm 
straight out and position the subject about 
one foot beyond your fingertips. 

PARTING SHOT: If you shoot at very 
shallow depths (10 to 15 feet), you may 
be able to use an aperture of f/11. The 
brighter lighting and lower f/stop will pro- 
duce greater depth of field and improved 
sharpness in your photo. = 
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Ready for tomorrow. 


ELEN | Two great new computers 
& sy 2) | you won't outgrow. 


The Enriched Air-ready Data Plus™ and DataTrans Plus™ are for 
the diver you are today, and the one you may become tomorrow. 
Easy-to-read graphics with Oceanglo™ backlighting show your 
dive status at a glance. And should you decide to give Enriched Air 


Try a free “test dive” of 
‘ a try, both let you rapidly reset the O, level from 21% to 50%. 


the Data Plus on our website 


at http: //www.oceanicusa.com The Data Plus is available solo-mounted or in our Navcon™ 


console. For the ultimate in instrumentation, consider the hose- 






a — free DataTrans PIUS. This air-integrated computer boasts all the 

ee ee advantages of the Data Plus, plus constant monitoring of 

> remaining air time and total freedom from the 
= constraints of a connected hose. 


@ — These two new computers are ready to 
e take you into the future. Discover them at 
your Oceanic dealer now. 


DESIGNING, DIVE TESTING AND MANUFACTURING FOR 25 YEARS 


OCEANIC 


Datatrans Plus available June ‘97 2002 Davis Street San Leandro, CA 94577-1211 510/562-0500 





Data Plus, DataTrans Plus, Oceanglo, and Navcon are TMs of Oceanic. Litho by Doug Chiang. ©oOceanic, 1997 
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eae two remarkable 
regulators from the leader 
in sport diving technology. 


The top-rated* Delta II™ helos you feel at ease in any dive 
situation. Its environmentally sealed Balanced Adjustment System 
(patent pending) lets you precisely control your inhalation 
effort. Team it up with our DxX-3™ first stage and you'll breathe 
easy on any dive, at any depth. 

*RODALE'S SCUBA DIVING ScubaLab test, August 1996. 


The new Gamma™ is sure to grab everyone’s attention, but its 
great looks are only the start. With outstanding easy breathing 
Capabilities and unique features like an oversized purge button 
and a patented orthodontic mouthpiece, this is one very 
comfortable regulator. 


For a closer encounter with these two breathtaking designs, 
check our website at http://www.oceanicusa.com. Better yet, 
see your Oceanic dealer now. 


DESIGNING, DIVE TESTING AND MANUFACTURING FOR 25 YEARS 


OCEANIC 


2002 Davis Street San Leandro, CA 94577-1211 510/562-0500 











~ Dive the Shipwrecks 
of the Florida Keys 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHEN FRINK 


n his book Histories and Mysteries, The Ship- 

wrecks of Key Largo, Captain Thomas Scott 
estimates thaf there are at least 1,000 ship- 
wrecks in the Florida Keys. Some rest in the un- 
explored abyss well offShore, their passing a 
mystery and their location unknown. Some, 
such as the Wilkes-Barre off Key West.and the 
Northern Light off Key Largo, are known by the 
foler=|methz-merelanjanlelalia’am i\all(-M-1aa)e)¢-lei-1emie)melen 
or- tj (0) ar-1mc-e1alalier-melh-s-Meldlivalalemanib<-iemer-t-1-- 
idalshm-1a-mcelomel-1-1emielmia-1e1a-t-tdlelar-lm-lelel—}-1-5 
Others were wooden sailing ships that 
ifolUlale(-1e-1o malelale|a-\o\-me)Mm\/-t-le-m-le (ome lamial-migiale te 
Tale Masi~jicmtat-tmey-le-l|(-1 meal ate lgel-B.C-\\- OM ale 
Whadt-ma-iea'-liat-w-bae-)amer-endelal-s-mel Mm t-a\2-1--0are 
NYfelgeat-molsal-iandat-tameli(-\-melmer-lit-t-)m-1 00) 4l—-1-e- 6s 
foialelacw- ale mer-lalale)s\-mm Ol merelvla-\- mm tel-1d-m im lal-m-1 Oe 
e-7-Ulale Male) eL=Melmilarel/ale Masiiie)alsme] mele) i-lesmuvolaig 


fo) Mele) ro m-lalem-)ih\,-) mere) al-wm lanl -1e-llel-m-lalem-JINA-16 
bars the size of bread loaves. This happened to 
treasure saivor Mel Fisher when ne discovered 
the Atocha after extensive research. Yet, even 
these treasures remained buried beneath sev- 
<\e-| ici] me) m-t-lelem- (elem elelemar-\i-ma-\i-7-1[-10 Mm [ianl=) 
of interest to casuai divers even if they had 
stumbled across the wreck. 

There are, however, scores of modern ship- 
WVicq161,¢-M (0]0 ee M' Zitallem-jelolamel\ Viale me(-leltar-mtalcelele labs 
out the Florida Keys. These are metal hulled ships 
loll-mtomiital-ie-1ale mial-Me-\\r-(e(-}-Melm isl Bo): me lelae l=) 
were sunk by accidents of harsh weather or poor 
navigation, while others were piaced on the bot- 
\folaamie}c-iendieler-tihvmtom-\-1a\l-6-l-melh-m-1ane-leielelal-e 
Collectively they comprise the best wreck dive 
portfolio in the Western Hemisphere and one that 


promises to get even better! 
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THe APPEAL OF SHIPWRECKS TO SPORT 
Devers: Shipwrecks pose a dual attrac- 
tion for sport divers. There is the primary 
appeal of exploring the remains of the 
ship, pondering what fate brought it to its 
watery grave. But, of equal significance, 
shipwrecks are artificial reefs of tremen- 
dous efficiency. When a ship sinks amid 
a natural coral reef, it provides additional 
nooks and crannies for fish to hide from 
oredators and for predators to prowl 
while seeking an opportunistic meal. 
Copper Sweepers and Bigeyes lurk be- 
neath the deck plating, grunts and 
Porkfish school beneath the shelter of 
the hull, moray eels find tubes and cre- 
vices in which to insinuate 
themselves and Barra- 
cuda are ubiquitous. Even 
when there is other natu- 
ral coral habitat nearby, 
fish migrate to a ship- 
wreck because of its 
tremendous efficiency as 
refuge. 

Even more astonishing 
is the sheer density of ma- 
rine life that accumulates 
around shipwrecks sunk 
along sand plateaus, ar- 
eas that were essentially 
devoid of life before the 
wreck, settled to the bottom. The Quane 
off Key Largo is agood example of the 
amazing ecosystem a shipwreck can be- 
come after just a decade on the bottom. 

The Duane and her sister ship the 
8/58 were 327 foot U.S. Coast Guard 
cutters that were cleaned of contami- 
nants, made safe for sport divers and 
towed from Boston to be sunk at desig- 
nated sites seven miles off Key Largo. It 
was a project that cost more than 
$150,000 and entailed a massive time 
investment by the Upper Keys dive 
community. The ships were sunk in No- 
vember 1987, with the Duane resting 
upright at 120 feet and the Bibb settling 
on her starboard side at 130 feet. With 
a 40 foot beam the Bibb is first encoun- 
tered at 90 feet but the Duane’s crow’s 
nest rises to within 40 feet of the sur- 
face and her wheelhouse and weather 
decks can easily be explored on a 100 
foot dive. 

| visited the Duane for the first time the 
day after she went down. There were al- 
ready several Barracuda in residence. 
As time went by a light cloak of algae be- 
gan to grow and, of course, fish that 
graze on algae were next. Parrotfish and 
angelfish were common on the wreck af- 
ter she’d been down a few months and 
ever more Barracuda arrived. Grunts 
found the wheelhouse a perfect refuge 
and embryonic corals found a new sub- 
strate to colonize. Filter feeders, such as 
deep water gorgonians and sponges, 


pecs _ 2 wo 


thrived as current borne nutrients were 
swept by, cloaking the white hull with 
splashes of brilliant crimson, yellow and 
purple. Eels found the wreck a good 
place to hide during the day and great 
hunting for their nocturnal predation. 
And, because the wreck is situated to 
take advantage of the flow of the Gulf 
Stream, pelagic creatures frequently 
pass by. Turtles and Eagle Rays are rela- 
tively common and several tines each 
year Whale Sharks enliven an already 
exciting dive adventure. 

Other popular wreck dives off Key 
Largo include the City of Washington, 
A freighter run aground off The Elbow in 


1917, she is home to numerous semi- 
tame Barracuda and moray eels that 
have long been handfed by local dive 
operators. There is also the Senwooe, 
a casualty of World War II. During the 
war there was considerable German U- 
boat activity off the Florida coast and, in 
an effort to minimize their appeal as tar- 
gets, ships often ran at night without 
their lights. The Benwood was mortally 
wounded after a collision with another 
blacked-out ship. To avoid sinking in 
deep water, she was intentionally 
grounded in 35 to 45 feet of water. Her 
superstructure was later blown apart by 
the Corps of Engineers to eliminate a po- 
tential hazard to navigation. The 
Benwood now offers a reasonably intact 
bow section that harbors a resident 
school of Porkfish and scattered ribs 
and deck plating that attract diverse fish 
and invertebrate life. 

The queen of the Islamorada wreck 
fleet is the <ag/e. Built in Holland, she 
spent much of her career as an inter-is- 
land freighter plying Caribbean trade 
routes. She caught fire during a cruise in 
1985 and the intense heat structurally 
ruined her. Now owned by the insurance 
company, she was one of hundreds of 
derelict vessels docked along the Miami 
River when local Keys dive operators 
and business interests banded together 
to buy her and prepare her for sinking as 
an artificial reef. The 268 foot ship was 
towed to her assigned site on December 
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19, 1985. Amid a salvo of explosives and 
pyrotechnics, she sank beneath the sea 
in just minutes. 

The Eagle settled on her starboard 
side in about 110 feet of water. Her 
masts, crow’s nest and propeller are 
popular foregrounds for wide angle pho- 
tographs and her cavernous holds often 
attract Tomtate Grunts. Amberjacks 
commonly cruise the periphery of this 
wreck. In the dozen years the Eagle has 
been on the seafloor she has acquired a 
gorgeous patina of colorful encrustation. 

The )underbolt, off Marathon, is 
another example of the wonderful addi- 
tion a purposely placed shipwreck can 
make to the local dive portfolio. This 188 
foot ship was formerly used as a cable 
layer and research vessel but, once her 
useful commercial life expired, she was 
given a second career as an artificial 
reef. The Thunderbolt was towed to her 
designated site in March 1986, an- 
chored in place and scuttled in 115 feet 
of water. She settled perfectly upright, 
with the top of her wheelhouse within 70 
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feet of the surface. A large Barracuda 
now commonly resides in the wheel- 
house and huge angelfish hide beneath 
the curve of the hull. The most distinctive 
aspect of the vessel is her huge cable 
spool on the bow, now vibrant with en- 
crusting sponges and hydroids. 

Key West has along and active history 
of shipping, so it should be no surprise 
there have been shipwrecks. In fact, 
wrecking was one of the first major in- 
dustries in this southernmost Florida 
Key. In the early decades of the 19th 
century, before lighthouses came to 
mark the most treacherous reefs, Key 
West became the richest city per capita 
in the United States by salvaging the 
spoils of shipwrecks. 

The historical wrecks of this era re- 
main of interest to marine archaeologists 
and treasure hunters but sport divers will 
discover a different kind of treasure on 
the modern day shipwrecks, Cayman 
Salvager and Joe’s Tug. The Cayman 
Salvager lies in 90 feet of water, surrepti- 
tiously scuttled under cover of night in 
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1985. Local divers soon discovered the 
wreck resting on its side but fortunately a 
passing storm set her upright. Her su- 
perstructure Is gone but her large open 
holds in only 60 to 7O feet attract 
schools of grunts. A Jewfish, rare any- 
where in the Caribbean, is commonly 
seen on the Cayman Salvager. Joe’s 
Tug sits perfectly upright in just 65 feet of 
water, her holds filled with grunts and 
moray eels living within the coral recess- 
es surrounding the wreck. Incredibly, 
Joe’s Tug also normally hosts one or 
two Jewfish. 

The shipwreck program of the Florida 
Keys IS ongoing and ever improving. 
Scheduled for sinking this summer off 
Key Largo is the 510 foot LSD-32 
Spiege! Grove. This massive ship will 
be sunk in about 110 feet of water ata 
site near Dixie Shoals, north of the 
Benwood and south of The Elbow. She 
will be the largest shipwreck this side of 
Truk Lagoon. It is expected that her 80 
foot beam and massive superstructure 
will bring her to within 40 feet of the sur- 

face no matter how she 
-rests on.the bottom (of 
course we all have our fin- 
gers crossed for her to land 
upright). Scuba divers, 
snorkelers and even those 
riding the glass bottom tour 
boats will be able to enjoy 
the Spiegel Grove. 
The dive operators in the 
Lower Keys are also hard at 
work on their own 500 foot 
shipwreck, to be sunk off 
Looe Key. Stay tuned for 
more information as the 
Florida Keys further rein- 
forces its reputation as one of the 
world’s premier wreck dive destinations. 

The Florida Keys, the Islands You Can 
Drive To, are easily accessible via auto- 
mobile but those who prefer to fly will do 
well to choose AMERICAN AIRLINES, 
Something Special to the Florida Keys, to 
Miami with connecting flights on AMER- 
iCAN EAGLE to Marathon or Key West. For 
reservations, call (800) 4383-7300. For 
more information you can call (800) FLA- 
MEYS or visit the Web site at http:// 
www.fla.keys.com 


Get your | 
complete Florida | 
Keys video and | 
guidebook. | 

Just $9.95 plus postage and | 


handling. Major credit cards | 
accepted. Just call | 


1-800-GO-TO KEYS | 
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Far-flung 
Treasures 


On the ibis a 
South -— 
Pacific 
Fiji's Matana 


Beach Resort 
and Dive Kadavu 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY JACK AND SUE DRAFAHL 
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K fo "4 perfect getaway 
7 r Hy aad they often look to re- 
(Me SS ally get away from it 

. eye , all. They want to ex- 


A elfolé-Mal=\wa are) 4740) atce 

succes away from the mad- aie ae 

ding crowds and dive sites listed in ev- re ae 

ery diver’s logbook. We recently discov- 

ered remote Matana Beach Resort and Te 
Dive Kadavu. The best part of its tropi- oc eee 
cal isolation is that it offers eee 
some of the finest diving in Fiji. i ae 

When you arrive at Matana 
you will be met by owners Bob 
and Rena Forster, who will 
oTNZ=m\Zelemdalomela-lelemcolel aun hal: 
reYorore) salaatelert-tilelarcw-lc-merelanicolate 
able Fijian style thatched cot- 
tages called bures. Right on 
the beach, the bures have 
queen sized beds, private 
bathrooms and their own ve- 
randas. They are best suited 
for couples or families. Con- 
<} ({Uloidle lao) mcele]ar-\e(eihe(elal-|eele re 
res has begun, two should be 
lilalicial=rom ohVadat-manilele|(-me)mialts 
month. 

Kadavu, pronounced “Kan- 
| da-voo,” is the fourth largest 
fo) dal-mante)acmiar-lamcleemaliit-lam ice 
lands. Sixty miles south of Viti 
Levu, itis 37 miles long, with elevations — ThereefsoffKadavupresent _« Aree niet fat 
up to 2,953 feet. Kadavu’s terrainis SO some of Fiji’s finest diving, 5 a aN AO Background: 
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| rugged it is virtually undeveloped. A with acolorful array of soft 0° OES Sr | Dive Kadavu’s 
: huge virgin coral reef forms aring andhardcorals. Inset: A gone 2 = ee > = at boat in silhouette 
| around the island, which has a popula- —_ welcoming Fijian smile. -— se nese _ onatranquil sea. 
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Max! C-Fluorescent 
Two Lights in One. 


The Maxi C-Fluorescent combines a 
halogen lamp and reflector with the gentle 
illumination of a fluorescent lamp. The 
halogen lamp provides a spot beam to 
illuminate distant objects night or day. 

The fluorescent lamp provides uniform 
lighting of everything within reach 
underwater and is ideal for pre/post dive and 
recreational activities. Use the fluorescent 
lamp in place of chemical sticks to protect 
the environment. 

The 4 alkaline C-cells provide a burn time 
of 6 hours for the halogen/ 15 hours for the 
fluorescent. A separate switch operates the 
halogen and fluorescent lamps. 

The Maxi C-Fluorescent is virtually 
indestructible with a 300 depth rating. 


PRO Compass 


Follow the leader. Ikelite Compasses remain 
unsurpassed in accuracy and response time. 


Counter-clockwise degree markings 
provide instant direct reading. Simply align 
the North indicator to the given course 
reading and proceed. This direct reading scale 
makes Ikelite Compasses easier to use than 
conventional compasses. 

Ikelites compact, low profile design allows 
maximum viewing of the North indicator and 
easy gripping of the rotating bezel. 

Precision jeweled North — indicator 
responds instantly and smoothly. Convenient 
direct reading scale is marked in 5S’ 
increments for precise reading. North 
indicator, 30° markings, and bezel indicators 
are luminescent. 


RCD H Rechargeable 


Revolutionary Rear Clamped Design! 

Burn a path through the deep for over one 
hour while conveniently operating the 
rechargeable RCD with one hand. This 
popular configuration combined with the 
innovative RCDs flip-lock design guaranteeing 
easy opening and dependable resealing 
makes this light one of a kind. Nicads power a 
halogen bulb, producing 20 watts of ultra- 
intense light in a medium spot beam. One- 
hand switch lock, lanyard loop and rubber 
shroud to protect the lens are provided. A 
110/220 volt 6-hour charger is included. 





Visit Ikelite on the World Wide Web @ www.ikelite.com 


Mini C-Lite 
We light up the underwater world. 

The Mini C-Lites small size, incredibly 
intense beam and reliability have made it 
the #1 choice among divers. The Mini C-Lile is 
as useful during the day as it is at night. Color 
disappears with depth, light must be 
introduced to visualize the rainbow of colors 
underwater. Four C-cell alkaline batteries 
provide 6 hours of high intensity light from 
the long life quartz Halogen bulb. Unique 
rotating on/off switch with lock prevents 
accidental use. The guaranteed inde 
structible outer case is waterproof to 300 
feet (90m). Mini C-Lite mounts to strobe 
arms for use as an aiming/modeling light, 
and can easily be converted to a signal type 
blinking strobe. Unsurpassed for brightness 
and versatility. 


Substrobe 50 


The brightest strobe in its class. 

The Substrobe 50 is a true 50 watt-second 
unit with a lightening quick 2.5 second 
recycle time. Comparable power with many 
strobes twice its size. Powered by 4 ‘AA’ 
alkaline batteries provides 250 full power 
flashes. The small, compact size of the 
Substrobe 50 (TTL) makes it ideal for macro 
photography while powerful cnough to 
illuminate and cover 28mm wide angle 
lenses. The 5700°K color temperature brings 
out the true colors in macro and close-up 
photography. 

Battery compartment is sealed from the 
electronics. Aim the strobe and illuminate 
your subject's colors with the optional Mini 
C-Lite and Lite Bracket #4073. 


Remote TTL Slave 


The ONLY way to make a slave TTL without a cord. 
Connect the Remote TTL Slave to any 
Ikelite Substrobe and it becomes a true TTL 


slave unrestricted by cumbersome connett= fo 


ing cords. The master strobe connected to ' 
the camera can be any manufacturers TTL 
strobe. The Remote TTL Slave detects when 
the master strobe fires and quenches, signal- 
ing the Ikelite slave strobe to fire and quench 
in sync with the TTL system. 

Ratioed lighting is also possible. You can 
adjust the Remote TTL Slaves sensitivity to 
triggerfiring up to 5m (50) from the master 
strebe. 

The Remote TTE Slave connects only to” 


Ikelite TTL Substrobes. 





Ask Your Local Dive Shop! 


IKELITE Underwater Systems ¢ 50 W 33rd St. ¢ Indianapolis, IN 46208 © 317.923.4523 
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For an NASDS Instructor Training Center nearest you, call 



















MATANA BEACH 
RESORT/DIVE KADAVU 


tion of about 12,000 people in some 70 
villages. There aren’t very many roads, 
so most transportation is by boat. 

This remote wonderland is reached via 
a 10 hour flight from Los Angeles to Nadi 
International airport on Viti Levu, then a 
45 minute flight to Kadavu. As you ap- 
proach Kadavu’s airport, you will be im- 
pressed by the steep hillsides covered 
with heavy vegetation. There is so much 
growth on this side of the island that the 
resort is almost obscured from view. 

Guests are met at Kadavu Airport and 
transported to the resort by boat. Since 
you may need to wade to the boat at low 
tide, you should wear thongs or reef 
shoes. The adventure begins! 


Sunlight streams into a Matana Resort bure. 





| The common 
TRAVEL area next to the 
GLANCE duplex consists 
Kadavu, Fiji is best of the dining 
known for: room, outside 


* Tropical isolation deck, lounge, 
* Abundant dive sites bar, library with 
within a 15 to 25 minute books to swap 
boat ride He 
* Beautiful soft corals and video facili- 
_* Massive schools of fish ties. Guests eat 
meals together 
in the elevated dining area with a 
panoramic overlook. Meals consist of a 
nice cross section of international and lo- 
cal dishes and fresh fruit. A/ovo, where 
Fijian food is cooked underground, is a 
special dinner treat. The bar stocks a large 
variety of soft drinks, spirits, wines, beer 
and snacks. The outside deck is a great 
spot to sit and trade dive stories over a 
Fijian beer at sunset. The library is one of 
the finest we have seen at any dive resort. 
There are So many books the owners 
have grouped them according to subject. 
There are more than 30 moored sites 
on Namalata Reef, famous for its soft 
corals, and Rooper Reef, with its 210 
foot freighter wreck, all within a 15 to 25 
minute boat ride of the resort. Full day ex- 





* €asily Accessible « €xce 


ptional Value 
Ovie Sites e Sharks ¢ Out Island 


Seafaris 


wuww.stuartcove.com 
Qssqu e Bahamas 
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BESE KEPT SECREI 
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is becoming common knowlege 


Simply stated, for the past 25 years we have cared more 
fe] ofoy ti ireis-Yol lave pmeroduslcelarelo)(-WxeIN{-1e-MM Lule liMme] efolt) Mmuntel a Clilate 
programs. In fact, hundreds of, thousands of divers have 
gone through our courses, and we have won awards for 
LUT mualielamettrol lin vaxex-La laters ola elkere [ULeite 

We have made a name within the industry, but not 
necessarily with the general diving public. However, this 
Ficelateivollave mokmutole-molare Muilele-Melhi-Welo\-1celolecr ici m (oMnsts) & 
There are now over 1,300° SSI Dealers in 79 countries 
Clalolir-laal olat Paolo MukelecMeXColeli-Welc-WMel-llvemercta litre mst) 
every year. a 


“You owed to-jourself to find out more about SSI. 


Contact SSI for more information about SSI and the nearest SSI Authorized Dealer. 





® 
Because We Care . 


ee RE 


2619 CANTON COURT * FORT COLLINS, CO 80525-4498 1-800-892-2702 » (970) 482-0883 * FAX (970) 482-6157 
EMail: admin@ssiusa.com e Website: http://www.ssiusa.com 
ee © 1995 CONCEP? SYSTEMS, INC. 
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MATANA BEACH 
RESORT/DIVE KADAVU 


Cursions are also made to Ono Island 
and Astrolabe Reef. Dives are made 
from one of several 28 foot aluminum 
catamarans that leave from the beach 
right in front of the resort. There is such a 
wide variety of diving available that the di- 
vemasters never visit the same spot twice 
unless it’s requested. You can make up 
to four dives a day and, if that isn’t 
enough, there is unlimited shore diving. 

Dive Kadavu operates a PADI dive 
shop well stocked with rental gear for 
those who wish to travel light or might 
have forgotten something. The staff 
members take charge of guests’ gear 
upon arrival and set it up on the boat. 
They wash the gear after each trio and 
set it up for subsequent dives. 


DIVE KADAVU DIVE PROGRAM 

Daily (regardless of number of divers): 
Two tank excursion to Namalata/Rooper Reefs, 
departing at 8:30 am, returning by 12:30 pm. 

Monday - Saturday (minimum 4 divers): 
One tank excursion to Namalata/Rooper Reefs, 
departing at 2:30 pm, returning by 4:30 pm. 

Monday - Saturday (minimum 4 divers): 
One tank night dive, departing at 7:30 pm, re- 
turning by 9:30pm. . 

Monday - Saturday (minimum 4 divers): 

Three tank excursion to Rooper Reef/Astrolabe 
Reef/Ono Island, departing at 8:30 am, returning 
by 5:30 pm. The first dive is usually on the 210 
foot freighter wreck on Rooper Reef. During the 
surface interval the boat moves to Astrolabe 
Reef for the second dive. Lunch is served ata vil- | 


lage on Ono Island. The third dive is also on 
Astrolabe Reef. oe ae 
Unlimited shore diving. 


Dive Kadavu has recently added a 
high pressure line that runs all the way to 
the dive boats, making it easy to fill tanks 
without taking them off the boats. 

Once you reach the dive site, you are 
given a briefing that gives you a thorough 
understanding of the reef you will be ex- 
ploring. We found the divemasters at 
Dive Kadavu well qualified, friendly and 
very helpful. They were really great at 
finding animals for us to capture on film. 

Although the diving here is virtually free 
of currents, there are wide expanses of 
soft corals in yellows, reds and pinks, all 
fully open and feeding, ready for you to 
photograph. Dive sites such as Yellow 
Wall offer hues that challenge even the 
finest color films. 

Muai Cake was our first dive site. As 
we swam along a series of small bom- 
mies (coral heads) loaded with seafans, 
we came upon a hard coral that mea- 
sured several feet across. And there was 
a small swim-though that seemed 
adorned with every color of the rainbow. 

Once we hit the water at our next site, 
Blue Tang, we were surrounded by 
schools of the fish. There were also some 








bommies carpeted with anemones and 
anemonefish. We never seem to get 5 ost 
enough pictures of these characters. You A re In vited To bata 

At Susa Ika we had a very friendly en- 
counter with a large Green Moray Eel. 
Soft corals covered the bommies and 
massive schools of fish swam among the 
coral heads. What a great way to spend 
a day! 

Our final dive was at a site known as 
Mellow Reef. We thought the name 
meant it would be unexciting but under- 
water things were really buzzing. We 
spent part of the dive mesmerized by the 
pair of Jawfish that kept moving rocks 
from one place to the next. Nudibranchs 
were out in great numbers and every- 








where we looked we encountered lion- ¢ Round Trip Airfare from MiamiTampa and 
fish strutting their stuff. ¢ Upgrades from Atlanta/Houston 
OTHER ACTIVITIES: Matana Resort also C Ag 
offers excellent swimming, snorkeling or a ssid ath ina 
unlimited diving just off the beach. A large ¢ Northwest Airlines from 100 cities 
shallow reef projects out from the shore e Airport Transfers e Accommodations 
to the left and ranges in depth from a COU- ¢ Four 2-tank Boat Dives 
ple of feet to more than 25. During the first 
few minutes we snorkeled it we found ¢ One Night Boat Dive 
several anemonefish, starfish and a vari- e Unlimited Shore Diving 
ety of other fish swimming among the e U/W Treasure Hunt 
healthy hard corals. oT Ilana Paths Paes 
Other activities include paddleboards, reasure Istana hum Punch Party 
volleyball, kayaking, waterskiing or just ¢ Cook-out & BBQ 
relaxing on the soft sand in the shade of T New 3 Blue Parrot Party 
the coconut trees. The rain forest behind éS Bont PeSbarew Tacse Croiiniee 


the resort offers hiking trails with breath- 
taking vantage points. ¢ Fish Fry & Party 
Matana is a budget dive resort with | | ¢ Restaurant Specials ($16,000 in Free Meals) 


personalized service. Nestled in a tropical ¢ Forté Equipment Test Dives 
hillside garden it caters to small groups of 








guests who have come to Kadavu to dis- ¢ SeaVision Mask Test Dives 
cover Fiji’s friendly charm and fine diving. ¢ Nikon photo clinics w/Free loaner V's 
Tous, Dive Kadavu, in almost any lan- ¢ $75,000 in Prizes & Giveaways 


guage, means come back soon! 


_ -FYIBOUND- 


‘Flights to Fiji are available through Air 


TORTUGA 
RUM COMPANY LIMITED 
_ Pacifie/Qantas. The nonstop Air Pacific flight _ 


_ from Los Angeles to Fiji's international Airport in ‘S | Mi 
_ Nadi takes approximately 10 hours. Namale 


: \ y T A BNy 
Resort, in Savusavu on Vanua Levu, is an hour’s | Cm NORTHWEST es MN yi csc 


_ flight from Nadi via either Air Fiji or Sunflower LR Re Ee « 7d 
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Event Promoter & Sponsor 





i 
: D 
Caribbean ... * - 
Dive Tours Atay lixe iN k Ks 
| ate ae SKI liver IIKOM. | owincir. 2 
Air Pacific/Qantas Airways ea pao serra wae 
C) iecemiian CONTACT YOUR PARTICIPATING RETAIL DIVE STORE 
: | | OR CALL “CRAZY RON” AT 1-800-786-3483 
For more information or reservations, 
please contact Matana Beach Re- Aqua Adventures Frazier, PA 800-692-3483 : Innerspace Travel Manchester, CT 860-228-2344 
i i J Aquasports Scuba Center — Springfield, MO 800-743-8355 =: ScubaCentersofMichigan LincolnPark,Ml 313-388-3483 
sort/Dive Kadavu direct at 01 | (679) ot A.S.K. Water Sports Columbus,OH 614-889-2822 : StarTravel Atlanta, GA 770-497-1747 
780 or fax 011 (679) 303-860. You Can | | ptantaDivers Decatur,GA 404-299-0511: Tackle Shack Pinnellas Park, FL 800-537-6099 
also contact Tropical Adventures Travel | | Buckeye Diving Cleveland,OH 888-439-3677: ‘The’ DiveShop Fairfax, VA 703-698-7220 
< = Canyon Country Outdoors _ Ft. Payne, AL 205-845-0777 : TheDiveShop Marietta, GA 770-427-3483 
at (800) 247 3483, (206) 441 3483, tax Coral Edge Divers Reston, VA 703-318-0170 : TheDiveShop Memphis, TN 901-763-3483 
(206) 441-5431, e-mail 1 035 20.2014 Discover Diving Dive Center. DaytonaBeach,FL 904-760-4348 : The DiveSite Birmingham, AL 205-945-9111 
@com puserve.com OF WF te to 111 Divers Choice Houston, TX 800-256-6153 : Tropical Travel Center Scotts Valley, CA 408-438-2566 
Second North, Seattle, WA 98109. = DiveStar Omaha, NB 402-391-1155 : WetSetScuba & Travel Stockbridge,GA 770-389-9949 
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INSTRUCTOR TRAINING 





Our modular approach to instructor 
training allows you to choose how 
far you want to go. Our TRIAD 
course covers all the elements to be 
a safe, competent PADI instructor. 
The GOLD INSTRUCTOR program 
takes you to the next level — all 


the way through resort training. 


AWARDED PADI #1 TRAINING 
FACILITY IN THE U.S.A.* 


“1975/76/77 


TRIAD PROGRAM 


¢ Advanced Open Water * Rescue Diver 
¢ Medic First Aid * Divemaster ¢ Instructor 
Prep ¢ Instructor Development ¢ Head Start 


GOLD INSTRUCTOR 
¢ CPR/Medic First Aid Instructor ¢ Specialty 
Instructor ¢ Master Scuba Diver Trainer ¢ 
Resort Operation Specialist ¢ Nitrox Instructor 


V TUITION FINANCING AVAILABLE 

Vv FREE WORLDWIDE PLACEMENT 

VY COMPLETE CAREER PROGRAM 

V APPROVED FOR VETERAN TRAINING 


AIYDIVERS 
UNLIMITED 


6023 Hollywood Boulevard 
Hollywood, Florida 33024 
(888) 232-7234 (954) 981-0156 
Fax (954) 963-5255 
e-mail: dvrsunim@bellsouth.net 
www.charternet.com/diversunlimited 








SEA & SEA’S MX-10 


(Continued from Page 12) | LIVE-ABOARD DIVING 


camouflage didn’t fool you. 

The MxX-10 camera has film settings 
for either ISO 100 or 400. Color negative 
film works best in this camera and al- 
lows you to fill your scrapbook with 
“keepers.” Every time you turn a page, 
you can relive the excitement and great 
colors captured by the MX-10. You 


ST. KITTS 


* 

Rated in the Top 4 
Caribbean Liveaboard 
Dive Vacations 
by the readers of 
Rodale’s SCUBA DIVING 
3 years ina row! 


* 


5 Dives DAILY 
REeEFs, WRECKS, WALLS, 





The MX-10 and its various accessories: 20mm 
wide conversion lens; YS-40A strobe; lens 
caddy; viewfinder; parallax viewing mask; 
macro lens and guide rod. 


MX-10 SPECIFICATIONS 


MX-10 camera......35mm, amphibious 


Lens PEE seen nane ee .Fixed, 32mm £/4.5 AND PINNACLES 
Depth . wessereees | OO feet 
8D Cc 
Shutter........... . +. Leaf shutter, 1/100 second Se Wanieies pe 
Film Advance........ Auto 
Viewfinder ............ 80 percent of frame Rect anmbinai Mil de 
Strobe ..................: Built-in 
Low Exposure ......Red light indicates tk 
available light too low 
POWET ...........066606. Two AA batteries DEPARTURES EVERY SATURDAY 
Dimensions .......... 3.7 by 6.2 by 2.8 inches FROM ST. MAARTEN 
Suggested retail ..$413.00 
CAMERA ACCESSORIES Now ONLy 

Macro lens........... $161.00 US S 00 

20mm lens .......... $278.00 4 

Close-up lens .....$6 61.95 

Lens caddy ......... $ 39.95 pp/dbl occ 

YS-40A FLASH “Celebrating 
Beam Angle.......... 80 degrees 10 Years Of 
POWEF ..............0ceee Four AA batteries Liveaboard Excellence! ” 
Recycle time ........ 5 w/alkalines 
(seconds) 3 w/nickel-cadmiums M/V 
# of flashes ........... 100 w/alkaline | 
50 w/nickel-cadmiums ( , A LD | iD iD [ A N 

Sync..................-.Infrared opticaltrigger 
Depth ............... 150 feet EXPLORER 


Suggested retail ..$264.00 
: ro) ma IN] 20): ile) OF. Vh is 


1-800-322-3577 


Outside US/Canada call 307-235-0683 
Or Fax 307-235-0686 
EMail: expven@coffey.com 
AAW merelilel->elie)(-]mexelan| 


A 


don’t have to worry about underwater 
photography being too complicated, 
because Sea & Sea’s MX-10 offers 
point and shoot simplicity at its best. 

For more information about the MXx- 
10, contact your local Sea & Sea dealer 
or Sea & Sea Underwater Photography, 
USA, 2105 Camino Vida Roble, Suite L, 
Carlsbad, CA 92009; (619) 929- 
1909, = 


EXPLORER Y VENTURES 


Live ABOAAD OivinsG 


P. O. Box 310 ¢ Mitts, WY 82644 USA 








ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT 
(Continued from Page 32) 


plain all the recreational options of the re- 
sort. They do it quickly and painlessly. 
Before you know it you'll be relaxing with 
arum punch in the treetop bar. 

The cabanas are simple—louvered 
windows overlooking the sea, a ceiling 
fan, a pair of beds and a bathroom. Yet, 
at AKR I’ve never felt the need for more. 
Television would be intrusive and air- 
conditioning would spoil the sense of be- 
ing immersed in the natural beauty of the 
place. The meals are served family style, 
with a choice of several entrees. 

Scuba diving is clearly a big part of 
why AKR exists and Its dive infrastruc- 
ture is among the best in the industry. 
There are six, island-built, 43 foot wood- 
en dive boats, one 35 footer and plans to 
acquire a Rob Shirley Pro 48 jet drive. 
This fast, state of the art dive boat will 
open the possibility for day trips to the 
pinnacles off Cayos Cochinos and the 
sites off Barbareta. 

A pair of 80 cfm compressors and 
45,000 cubic feet of storage capacity as- 
sures divers will never miss a dive waiting 
for a tank to be filled. Convenient guest 
gear storage, a snack shop, dive store 
and a complete underwater photo center 

si featuring E-6 


‘EL film process- 

LANCE ing, Camera 

R is best known for rentals, under- 
phin Dives and water video 


services and 
instruction are 
all available at 
the dive dock. 
There is even 
an hyperbaric chamber on the premises. 

AKR was recently awarded the covet- 
ed PADI Five Star Instructor Devel- 
opment Center accreditation. Scuba in- 
struction remains a prime emphasis, with 
basic and advanced open water cours- 
es, 11 different specialties and even PAD! 
Instructor Development Courses. 

The system for diving couldn't be easi- 
er or more user friendly. There is the tra- 
ditional sign-up board providing the daily 
dive options and three single tank dives 
each day, as well as scheduled night 
dives. The tanks will already be onboard, 
divers simply carry their gear a few steps 
to the boat. Ten to 15 minutes later 
divers will be making a giant stride into 
the calm, clear waters of the Roatan 
Marine Reserve. 

Sites such as Herbie’s Place, with its 
giant barrel sponges and abundant soft 
corals; Green Outhouse Wall, a drift dive 
where turtles are common; Peter’s 
Place, a traditional favorite for Yellowfin 
and Black Groupers; the vertical precipice 
of Wrasse Hole and Half Moon Bay 






wundant sponges and 
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Nearby RIMS 





Call 1-800-282-8932 


110 foot wall 


a snorkel away from the bar 





One week... all food: oe 
unlimited diving . . CLF # 
pee? 
ot ORE 
Wall and wreck diving right 1/7 
WA 
from the beach. Top rated in “# 
the Caribbean! pPEE s - 
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CoCoViewResort 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 


Kee 
” 
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Playa 
Miguel 


Beautiful2 &3 
bedroom oceanfront 
vacation rentals on 
Roatan, Honduras 
Bay Isalnds. 


Dive & Meal Plans available. 
1-800-282-8932 











Your Honduras Travel aa Since 1981 


P.O. Box 877 @ San Antonio, FL 33576-0877 
Fax: 352-588-4158 @ International: 352-588-4132 
Email: info@raatan.com 
http: //www.roatan.com /honduras.htm 


UTILA LODGE 


, Your own little dive resort in the Western Caribbean 


| Cane LODGE 
0 





For Reservations Call 1-800-282-8932 
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You won't find a better diving value. We provide an exciting package 


© food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 
© accommodations © tanks © weight belts 
On atypical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to ony: 
e 3 dives a day @ island exploration ¢ fishing © sailin 
© shell collecting ¢ out island nightlife ¢ lobster hunts 
© virgin diving © lazy days 


sents or = 9 

Call: 

blackbeards 
CRUISES 

P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 33266 
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at about half the cost of most other live-aboard dive trips. We include: 


Toll Free (800) 327-9600 ¢ (305) 888-1226 © Fax (305) 884-4214 


http://www. blackbeard-cruises.com ¢ e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 


ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT 


Wall; and the fascinating eels and macro 
life typical of Bear’s Den have long de- 
fined the high quality diving of AKR. Yet 
despite nearly three decades of dive ser- 
vice, the AKR dive staff, under the direc- 
tion of Kevin Brewer, remains excited and 
motivated to discover new sites or find 
better ways to improve the dive portfolio. 





The cottage interiors reflect the purposeful- 
ly simple, nature-oriented experience of 
AKR, a true getaway from modern life. 


ROATAN INSTITUTE FOR MARINE 
SCIENCES: Founded in 1990, the RIMS re- 
sides in a Spacious educational center 
housing the research labs, library, 
audio/visual center and exhibits dealing 
with the natural history and geology of the 
Bay Islands, above and below the surface. 
The classrooms are used by educational 
groups, particularly students of high 
school and college age that visit year- 
round. Under the direction of education 
coordination and researcher Julie Dutcher, 
RIMS has undertaken an extensive project 
of reef monitoring to establish baseline da- 
ta for water quality and the health of the 
reefs. In her words, the goal of RIMS is “to 
preserve Roatan’s natural resources re- 
search program through education and 
research.” One of the key elements of that 
concept is the Bottlenose Dolphin, which 
also happens to be one of the prime dive 
and snorkel attractions for AKR. 

DOLPHIN PROGRAMS: Presently 13 
Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphins reside at 
RIMS, some housed In pens at Bailey’s 
Key and others at the main RIMS facility. 
Four of these are babies born here during 
the past six months. The dolphins are an 
integral part of the ongoing educational 
programs, where visiting scientists and 
students study their echolocation and be- 
havior patterns. An especially popular 
program is the new Dolphin Discovery 
Camp, where youngsters 8 to 14 can en- 
joy interactive sessions with the dolphins 
to learn about physiology, evolution, con- 
servation and training techniques. This six 
day program is intensive, thorough and 
guaranteed to instill a reverence for one of 
the most wondrous creatures in the sea. 

For divers and snorkelers in residence 
at AKR, dolphin education and apprecia- 
tion is enhanced by free daily presenta- 
tions at RIMS or dive or snorkel pro- 








grams presented for an ala carte fee. 
The Dolphin Snorkel Program is 
staged in the large environmental enclo- 
sure at Bailey’s Key in 3 to 15 feet of wa- 
ter. Snorkelers get to see and even touch 
dolphins. Small coral heads and usually 
clear water (unless it has been raining) 
present excellent video opportunities and 
the photo center is especially adept at 
making professional quality souvenir 
videos of the experience. 

The highlight of my visit to AKR was 
the amazing Dolphin Dive. There were 
six of uS signed up for the dolphin dive. 
We motored to a moored site just five 
minutes outside the channel. Head dol- 
phin trainer, George Kieffer, brought a 
pair of dolphins to the site, swimming 
and leaping alongside his small boat. The 
amazing dolphin aerial acrobatics set the 
mood for an inspirational underwater en- 
counter. We knelt in the sand just sea- 
ward of a high profile coral ridge and the 
dolphins swam among us, foraging for 
small crustaceans, playing, leaping and 
just generally having a good time. There 
were plenty of very close encounters, 
punctuated by the constant clicks of our 
underwater cameras. | have been diving 
long enough to know how rarely dolphins 
come close to scuba divers in the wild, 
so to have this opportunity to interact 
with Tursiops truncatus is unique indeed. 





TACA’s modern 767 and 737 jet aircraft 
offer convenient schedules from U.S. gate- 
way cities to San Pedro Sula and Roatan. 


For me, any aspect of the AKR experi- 
ence is justification to return. The appeal 
is undeniable. For further information or 
reservations, phone Anthony’s Key 
Resort at (800) 227-DIVE (3488) or (805) 
666-1997 and fax (805) 666-2292. E- 
mail may be directed to akr@gate.net or 
you can find AKR on the Internet at 
http://www.aventuras.com/antho 
nys-key, = 
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U/W PHoTO-TECH EXCLUSIVE STROMM 
U/W Saces/SERVICE CENTER: Under- 
water Photo-Tech has agreed to be- 
come the exclusive sales, service and 
warranty repair facility for Stromm 
Underwater, Inc. of Montreal, Canada. 

For more information contact Under- 
water Photo-Tech at 16 Manning Street, 
Suite 104, Derry, NH 03038; (603) 432- 
1997 or (603) 432-4702 (fax). = 


Complete 
packages 
Ligelan 
Newark, 


ZAR JARUBA Baltimore/ 


WE Ciallaleicolan 


Tampa, 
Miami and 
most U.S. 
been looking for. Cities. 


«for the PIECE 
of mind you've 


island w Ed ake 
inging deep to explore an underwate 
¥ ‘park, following a manta ray 1 100 feet 
= Ra “down or... maybe just wadin o 
pi iy sho tallow oreo 
ata white ® beach as th e sun. 
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| Royer: W oduct sittacKejmrertelucmiebcelusitiateseh 
call your travel agent at 1-800-TO-ARUBA 
Web Site: http:/Awww.interknowledge.com/aruba/ 


(800) 677-7888 E-mail: atanj@ix.netcom.com 
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e PADI DIVE CENTER WITH PROFESSIONAL STAFF 

¢ Complimentary shuttle between Hotel/Dive Center 

e Two Custom Dive Boats 

e One Tank, Two-Tanks, Wrecks, Reefs and Night Dives offered 
U.S.A. BOOKING AGENT : K.J. DIVE ADVENTURES 
1-800-450-2084 
For On-Site Dive Info : 
Tel/Fax: 011-2978-60096 
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red Salt Sports. 


= 800-255-6425 
40'VistaMar http://www.redsail.com 
* Hotel/Dive packages starting at $214 for 4 day/3night stay 
¢ Diving only packages starting at $125 for 5 tanks 
° Top-of-the-line equipment, custom designed dive boats 
¢ Three complete dive and watersports centers at Aruba’s 
finest hotels 


HAWAII 


wreck dives 
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| PELICAN WATERSPORTS, INC. 
m ° PADI International Training Facility 


om ° Modern dive centers with custom-built 
| boats and top quality rental/retail equipment. 


Bae © Night dives, two-tank dives, wreck dives, 
ge = shore dives and more. 


For information, call: Wie 
011-2978-24739, a ae 


Fax: 011-2978-32655 — = 
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Arashi rere ee 


¢ Pampered diving beginner & expert 
e One and two-tank dives, night & 





P.O. Box 1194 
Oranjestad, Aruba 
Phone: 011-2978-31228 
Fax: 011-2978-32655 


All-inclusive packages available 
at La Cabana and Holiday Inn 
Beach Resorts 


LA CABANA 


ALL SUITE BEACH RESORT & CASED 


A rk uv 5 A 


YOU GET THINGS HERE THAT YOU 


DON’T GET ANYWHERE ELSE. 
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Go with the Flow in Tobago 

The Innovative 
Drift Diviag, — 
Certificate 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY WALT STEARNS 


e were drifting with the current less 

than a stone’s throw from the 
rocky shoreline of Little Tobago Island. As 
we moved steadily along at about one- 
half knot, the vibrant reef with its luxuriant 
concentrations of huge soft corals and 
sponges was striking. There were all 
types of octocorals; searods and sea- 
plumes as much as seven feet tall and 
broad, deep water gorgonian fans in dark 
browns. With each minute the scenery 
seemed to get better. Intermixed among 
the thickets of soft corals were numerous 
branching tube and rope sponges. Long 
winding ropes stretched everywhere in 
bright yellow, deep red, jade green, pur- 
ple and lavender. Orange Elephant Ear 
Sponges, either solitary or interlaced with 
some of the larger gorgonians, were also 
highly apparent. Among this wide range 
of colonial critters were numerous Giant 
Barrel Sponges, sculpted into weird, con- 
voluted shapes by the current. 

Darting up from the reef’s sloping bot- 
tom to cash in on the bounty delivered by 
the moving waters were thousands of 
Brown Chromis and Creole Wrasses, re- 
sembling clouds of locusts blackening 
the sky. Mixed in their ranks were small 
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schools of Black Jacks, Black Durgons 
and Rainbow Runners. Visibility was well 
in the 70 to 80 foot range. 

Other Caribbean destinations may 
claim to offer awesome drift diving but 
these claims pale compared to Tobago’s 
incredible drifts. 

Most divers venture to Tobago with 
the hopes of seeing Atlantic Manta Rays 
(Manta birostris). A rare find throughout 
the rest of the Caribbean and The 
Bahamas, Mantas occur fairly depend- 
ably in Tobago, making them the island’s 
most publicized diving attractions. 
However, these delta winged, stealth 
bombers are most prevalent around the 
island's northeastern end during late 
April and into September. 

The Mantas and the prolific nature of 
Tobago’s reefs are the direct outcome of 
the island’s unique location. It is nestled 
in the extreme southeastern corner of the 
Caribbean, 70 miles off the coast of 
south America. It is right in the path of 
two oceanic currents; the North Equa- 
torial Current (the prelude to the Gulf 
Stream, which begins in the lower 
Caribbean) and the Guyana Current. This 
latter current follows the contours of 
South America’s eastern coast and 
brings with it some of the nutrient rich ef- 
fluent from the Orinoco River. As these 
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two bodies of waters collide and inter- 
mingle with one another, they create and 
Support a rich ecosystem. 

Tobago’s currents travel anywhere 
from a gentle one-quarter knot to a fast, 
steady clip of two to three knots, flowing 
between Tobago and some of its satel- 
lites, Little Tobago, Goat Island and the 
St. Giles Islands. This is also where the 
most stunning seascapes and magnifi- 
cent coral gardens can be found, includ- 
ing the Caribbean's largest single Brain 
Coral. The secret to enjoying the inspir- 
ing spectacle and thrill of Tobago’s div- 
ing is to simply “go with the flow.” All 
dives are conducted as drifts, witha 
divemaster trailing a float ball to mark the 
group's location. 

Tobago’s 
northeastern re- 
gion, near the 
small communi- 
ty of Speyside, 
on Batteaux 
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St. Giles 
Islands 


iverse fish community 
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Culloden Bay 


Turtle Beach : Tyrrel's 
Buccoo Bay 


Scarborough 
Pigeon Point 
Atlantic Ocean 


Bay, is the center of the islana’s finest div- 
ing and offers a wealth of top sites. 
Illustrating what even one drift can en- 
compass is a site known as Keleston 


TOBAGO’S DRIFT 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 
Tobago’s great drift dives have touched 

off a new Drift Certificate Program. Working 
with the Tobago Department of Tourism 
(TIDCO), the island’s dive operators are pre- 
senting visiting divers with a free, specially 
signed document commemorating their drift 
dive experience. Printed on decorative 
parchment-type paper, the certificate is suit- 
able for framing. It is awarded to those who 
enjoy at least eight of Tobago’s drifts. 


Drain, off Little Tobago Island and facing 
Batteaux Bay. Running parallel to the is- 
land, the dive starts on a 50 foot reef flat 
adjoining a mini wall that drops to 120 feet 
for a distance of 100 yards. Like most of 
the sites in the region, the terrain offers in- 
credibly thick collections of soonges and 
soft corals. If you enjoy seeing adult 
Queen Angelfish, you'll be in paradise; it’s 
not uncommon to see three to five graz- 
ing together in the corals. 

About midpoint, the top of the reef 
crest gives way to a large, slightly sloping 
plateau rising from 60 feet to roughly 25. 
At 45 feet, divers will find one of the re- 
gion’s super large heads of Boulder Brain 
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STAY WET ALL DAY AND ALL 


NIGHT! ASK FOR DETAILS - 
YOU WON'T BE SORRY! 


A special four day custom dive 


package visiting the very best 
of Key Largo’s shipwrecks, 
including the Bibb, Duane, 
and the newest addition, 

the Spiegel Grove. 


A leisurely 9:00 departure for a 
three tank dive Trip. Enjoy a 
whole day of diving beginning 
with a wreck dive on one 
of the famous Key Largo 
artificial reef sites, a drift dive 
and shallow dive on the 
fabulous coral reefs of Key 
Largo. The trip includes lunch 
and beverages. 


Misfire leet § 


KEY LARGO, FLORIDA 


All Ocean Divers packages are seriously 
service oriented. You'll never have to 
carry a tank and always be helped in 
and out of the water. The dive boats are 
state-of-the-art and feature amenities 
like fresnwater showers, camera tables, 
and camera rinse tanks. 


Key Largo’s favorite dive hotel, Marina 
Del Mar, is located directly next door 
assuring the maximum value and 

convenience dive/lodging package! 
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IN THE DUTC 


Price Includes: 
Roundtrip airfare from Miami to Bonaire © Airport/ 


Hotel transfers ° Welcome cocktail © Six buffet breakfasts 
Tax & Service charge on room and meals ° Six days 
of diving * One 1-tank guided boat dive per day 
One night boat dive as available © Unlimited airfills 
for shore diving ° Discounts on Budget Car Rentals 
Wednesday direct flight 
) per pers. departures only. 7 Nights, 
dbl. occ. valid 4/15/97—-1 2/15/97. 
For travel other days of the week, add-ons from $70. For non-diver 
companion deduct $189. Upgrade to 12 boat dive pkg. add $80. 
Weekend departures from Atlanta add $148. ¢ Call for our low rates 
from your home city. Certain restrictions and blackout periods apply. 
¢ Not included: U.S. & Bonaire ticket and departure taxes nor 
PHOTO: © CHRIS CRUMLEY/ EARTH WATER STOCK 
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Scuba Diving Travel Specialists 
PO. Box 3299/Longwood, FL 32779 
407-774-9000/FAX 407-682-6000 


USA & CAN: 800/328-2288 








circle #185 on Reader Service Card 
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GO WITH THE FLOW 
IN TOBAGO 


Coral (Colpophylia natans). Resembling 
Houston's Astro Dome, this magnificent 
coral (a staggering 12 by 16 feet across 
and 8 feet high) is regarded as the 
largest specimen ever recorded in the 
West Indies. 

Beyond the coral head, the reef turns 
into a mini wall, descending from 35 feet 
to asand floor at 80. The top of the wall 
could have been named the Yellow Brick 
Road for its abundance of one to two 
foot tall Yellow Tube Sponges (Aplysina 
fistularis). Farther on the reef makes a 
slight turn outward, becoming a site 
called Manta City, so named for the 
Manta Rays found here when the sea- 
son is in full swing (April to September). 
Here, the reef’s bottom becomes a 
steep slope from a maximum depth of 
75 feet to its upper plateau, 12 feet from 
the surface. From Keleston Drain to this 
point is roughly 360 yards. When the 
current is in gear, doing most of the 
work, a diver can cover that distance in 
40 minutes without difficulty. 


TOBAGO DIVE SERVICES 


Aqua Marine Dive, Limited 
Blue Waters Inn 

(800) 6GET-WET; (809) 660-4341 
(809) 639-4416 (fax) 


Tobago Dive Experience 

Manta Lodge in Speyside and in Crown Point 
(800) 544-7631; (809) 660-5268 

(809) 660-5030 (fax) 

(809) 639-7034 (Crown Point tel/fax) 


Dive Tobago 

(809) 639-0202; (809) 639-7275 or 2727 (fax) 
Man Friday Diving 

(800) 525-6896; (809) 660-4676 (fax) 

R&C Diver’s Den 

(809) 639-8120 (tel/fax) 

Tobago Dive Masters 

(809) 639-4697 (tel/fax) 


Tobago Marine Sports 
(809) 639-6556 


Owing to the geography of the island 
and the nature of the diving (one to four 
sites are covered per drift), a diver mak- 
ing three dives a day for three days could 
see 19 to 22 sites. What’s more, dramat- 
ic reefs and mini walls are not the only 
things Tobago has to offer; there are also 
pinnacle dives. ; 

From Goat and Little Tobago Island all 
the way around the St. Giles to Culloden 
Bay on the northwest side are dozens of 
impressive volcanic spires. Their sum- 
mits break the surface and the marine to- 
pography is one of rocky slopes laden 
with forests of soft corals, sponges and, 
of course, plenty of fish life. 

Most of these sites offer great con- 
centrations of finny denizens. In addi- 


(Continued on Page 51) 
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You don't have to be a diver 
to experience the wonders of 
Cayman's friendly stingrays. 
Many snorkelers have 
enjoyed petting and 

playing with the rays. 





It's estimated that 
there are hundreds 
of stingrays that 
maintain residence 
in Grand Cayman's 
North Sound. 











Today, our stingrays are the most friendly 
and gregarious rays you will ever 
encounter. Visitors return time and again 
to dive or snorkel with and photograph 
these world-famous marine residents. 
Come to Cayman and celebrate the 
natural wonders of Stingray City. 








Come 


Celebrate 
With ts! 


d. I had always b 
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reatures Ca Svorting fies circus clowns and 
appearing most un-ray like.” 


Geri Murphy, SKIN DIVER Magazine, September 1987 
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Walt Stearns 


Today, 10 years after Stingray City 
gained recognition as “The World's Best 
12 Foot Dive,” snorkelers and divers 
from around the world have become 
enamored with these silky sott—and 
very friendly—marine animals. Come to 
Cayman and rediscover what it feels like 
to be a kid surrounded by a mob of 
friendly puppies just begging for a little 
attention! 
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Stingray City is featured on the cover of SKIN 
DIVER and word spreads like wildfire that this 
is the place to dive. Photographers from 
around the world return time and again to 
capture the amazing stingrays on film. 
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Be Your Host at the Celebration of the Decade! 


SCUBA SERVICES 


GRAND CAYMAN 
Ambassador Divers 
Aquanauts Ltd. 
Beach Club Divers 
Bob Soto’s Diving Ltd. 


(800) 648-7748 
(800) 357-2121 
(800) 482-3483 
(800) BOB SOTO 


(345) 949-6444 
(800) 544-6576 
(345) 947-7790 
(345) 947-6606 
(800) 448-0428 
(345) 945-5770 
(800) 238-6712 


Neptune’s Realm 
Ocean Frontiers 
Off The Wall Divers 
Ollen Miller 
Parrots Landing 
Peter Milburn 
Quabbin Dives 


Bayside Watersports 
Best Value Charters 
Black Princess Charters 
Blackbeard’s Nancy 
Blue Chip 

Capt. Bryan’s 

Capt. Crosby's 

Capt. Gleason Ebanks 


(345) 949-3200 
(345) 949-1603 
(345) 949-0400 
(345) 949-8988 
(345) 947-0184 
(345) 949-0038 
(345) 947-4049 
(345) 945-2666 


Malcolm’s Watersports 
Ocean Safari, Ltd. 

Oh Boy Charters 

One Day at a Time 
Peacemaker Charters 
Planet Ocean 
Sailboards Caribbean 
Seaworld Explorer 


(345) 949-1323 
(345) 947-9561 
(345) 949-6341 
(345) 947-2244 
(345) 916-2478 
(345) 949-9423 
(345) 949-1068 
(345) 949-8534 











Calico Jacks (345) 949-4373 Quabo Dives (345) 945-4769 Cali Wreck Snorkel (345) 949-6161 —Standin’ Tall (345) 947-2348 
Capitol’s Surfside (800) 543-6828 _Red Sail Sports (800) 255-6425 Captain Marvin's (345) 945-4590 Stingray City (345) 949-9200 
Capt. Marvin’s (345) 945-4590 Rivers Sport Divers (345) 949-1181 Cayman Delight (345) 949-8111 Sundancer Cruises (345) 945-1726 
Cayman Aggressor Ill (800) 348-2628 Scuba Sensations (800) 767-0445 Cayman Mama (345) 916-1847 = Wet & Wild - (345) 949-9180 
eaaian ats College (345) 949-4125 Seasports (345) 949-3965 Cayman Mermaid (345) 949-8100 Whittaker’s Sportfishing (345) 916-0944 
Cayman Diving Lodge (800) TLC-DIVE Seven Mile Watersports (345) 949-0332 Cayman Skyriders (345) 945-5965 

ae ‘ Soto’s Cruises (345) 945-4576 Cayman Sunset (345) 949-3666 
Cayman Diving School (345) 949-4729 ; Cayman Windsurf (345) 947-7492 
Cayman Marine Lab (345) 945-5586 Spanish Bay Reef (800) 482-3483 Charter Boat Hdq Ltd. (345) 945-4340 U/W PHOTO & VIDEO 
Celebrity Divers (345) 949-3410 | Sunset Divers (800)854-4767 alas Ebanks 3468) 965 9340 
Clint Ebanks Scuba (345) 949-3873 Tortuga Divers Ltd. (800) 748-8733 Emerald Eyes (345) 949-7181 = GRAND CAYMAN 
Crystal Clear Divers (345) 949-3730 —« Treasure Island Divers (800)872-7552 Ernie Ebanks (345) 945-4340 — Cathy Church (345) 949-7415 


Dive Inn Ltd. 

Dive ’n Stuff 

Dive Time Pirates Inn 
Divers Down 

Don Foster's 

Eden Rock Diving 
Fisheye of Cayman 
Indies Divers 


GRAND CAYMAN .....345-949-0623 


(800) 872-7552 
(345) 949-6033 
(345) 947-2339 
(345) 945-1611 
(800) 833-4837 
(345) 949-7243 
(800) 887-8569 
(800) 654-3130 


Turtle Reef Divers/Divetech (345) 949-1700 Fantasea Tours 
Frank’s Watersports 
Gleason’s Watersports 
Island Girl Charters 
Jackie’s Watersports 
Jolly Rogers Cruises 
Just Fishin’ 

Kelly’s Watersports 
Kirk Sea Tours, Ltd. 


WATERSPORTS 


GRAND CAYMAN 
Abanks’ Watersports 
Atlantis Submarines 


(345) 945-1444 
(800) 887-8571 


(345) 949-2182 
(345) 945-5491 
(345) 916-1502 
(345) 947-3029 
(345) 945-5791 
(345) 949-8534 
(345) 947-0113 
(345) 949-1193 
(345) 949-6986 


FOR INFORMATION CALL: 
CAYMAN ISLANDS DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM 


vege analane 416-485-1550 


“Those who know us. love us.” 


Photos: Geri Murphy ¢ © SD/AD 1996 
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Fisheye of Cayman 
Ocean Photo Center 
Parrots Landing Photo Ctr 





(800) 887-8569 
(345) 949-6607 
(800) 448-0428 


93-414-0210 
69-72-63-42 
071-581-9960 
O02-4801-2068 
03-3546-1754 
1-53-424100 








GO WITH THE FLOW 
IN TOBAGO 
(Continued from Page 50) 


tion to the more typically encountered 
clouds of Brown Chromis, Creole Fish, 
assorted species of jacks (including 
Black, Bar and Crevalle), Rainbow 
Runners and a few large resident 
Tarpon, these summits are also fre- 
quently visited by pelagics such as man- 
tas, turtles, sharks, tuna, large Mackerel 
and big Barracuda. 

The island of Tobago lolls in the se- 
ductive grace of intrinsic beauty, both 
above and below the water. There are 
steep mountains with dense, forested 
hillsides and valleys. The air temperature 
ranges from 84 to 86°F in the summer, 
occasionally dipping into the 70s during 
the winter months. Dress need only be 
light and casual. The people are warm 
and friendly, with a penchant for good 
times, apparent in the numerous carni- 
vals and music festivals that take place 
annually. Soft sooken with a gentle air, 
English is the official language. The air- 
conditioned accommodations in various 
establishments are clean, roomy and 
quite comfortable. U.S. currency and 
most major credit cards are widely ac- 
cepted. Cab fare to Speyside typically 
runs about $35 dollars (U.S.), rental cars 
are also readily available. 


TRAVEL 
Tobago requires a valid passport for 
entry as well as a return ticket. The pri- 
mary airline servicing the island is 
BWIA, with regular flights from Miami, 
New York's JFK, Toronto, Canada, 
London, Frankfurt and Zurich, witha 
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short stop at either Antigua, Barbados 
or Trinidad (depending on the route). 
There is a Miami to Tobago flight every 
Saturday and Thursday. The departure 
taxes and security fees total $85 
Trinidad & Tobago ($15 U.S.) and are 
collected at the airport. 

Experience Tobago’s drifts and you'll 
want to return, again and again! 





Do a Safety Stop 
On Every Dive 





)» = Lightweight Portables 
3.9 to 4.3 SCFM 
Available in Electric, 
Gasoline, and Diesel 
Drive 


= Dive Portables 
4.3 to 8.4 SCFM 
Available in Electric, 
Gasoline, or Diesel 
Drive 


' = Basic Package . 

_ 9.6 to 26.0 SCFM Available “* 
in 230 VAC Single Phase or 
230/460 VAC Three Phase 
Electric Drive 


| = Bauer Breathing Air 
' Purification System 


BAUER COMPRESSORS MIAMI 


NOB HILL BUSINESS PLAZA 
10052 N.W. 53rd Street 
Sunrise, Florida 33351 
Tel: (954) 746-2504 
Fax: (954) 746-2510 

(888) DIVE-AIR (Florida Only) 


circle #53 on Reader Service Card 





Be aresponsible diver. 
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COMPRESSORS 


Utilus 10 
Diesel Drive 


Compressor and drive unit 
¥ can be carried separately 


BAUER COMPRESSORS, INC. 


1328 Azalea Garden Road 
Norfolk, Virginia 23502 

Tel: (757) 855-6006 

Fax: (757) 857-1041 

E-Mail: bauer@norfolk.infi.net 
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Delivering 
the Best of 
Key VVest 


Southpoint Divers 
Serves Up the 


Perfect Floridian 
Banquet 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY SHIRLEY VANDERBILT 


Gulf of Mexico 
Key West 


he only bones you're likely to find in 

Key West are six feet below in the 
cemeteries. Well, there may be a few we 
don’t know about buried in the sands 
beneath scattered wrecks, especially at 
sites such as the famous 17th century 
treasure ship found by Mel Fisher in the 
nearby Marquesas. Relentless hurri- 
canes and the Keys’ jagged reefs 
brought many a sailor to permanent 
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sleep on the ocean's floor during the 
days of explorers and conquistadors. At 
any rate, the Spanish apparently felt 
compelled to give this enchanting, tropi- 
cal island a most bewitching name: Cayo 
Hueso, bone cay or “the isle of bones.” 
Loose translations and loose tongues 
eventually transformed the name into 
Key West, which people frequently as- 
sume was derived from the island’s posi- 
tion at the far west of the 
Florida Keys. Whatever your 
theory, Key West remains a 
place of mystery and adven- 
ture, a blend of exotic 
wildlife and exciting street- 
life. It's more than just a dive 
destination—it’s a celebra- 
tion of life, both imported 
and indigenous. 

It'S no wonder this charm- 
ing little island has attracted 
such an incredible cast of 
characters lured by nature’s 
riches; the touch of warm, salty breezes, 
the peaceful quiet of mangrove swamps, 
the beauty of fragrant tropical flora and 
spectacular sunsets. The town’s history 
has been shaped by centuries of lively ac- 
tion, from the gold runs of the conquista- 
dors to the dropping out of the hippie 
generation. Wreckers and pirates, turtle 
and sponge harvesters, cigar makers, 
brooding writers and a continual parade 





























of seamen all contributed to the unique- 
ness of Key West's culture. Against this 
backdrop, Key West is now a colorful 
playground for all types of tourists, from 
young to old. And today’s visitors may 
gorge themselves on an array of delights 
for the senses, not the least of which are 
found along the islana’s richly populated 
reefs and wrecks. 

Surrounded by waters thickly popu- 
lated with abundant marine life, Key 
West’s meager two by four mile island is 
chock full of historical homes of Victorian 
and Caribbean influence, many of which 
are now bed and breakfast inns. 
Museums, art galleries and theaters dis- 
play the town’s creative side while 
whimsical Duval Street touts an eclectic 
assortment of shops, saloons and eat- 
ing establishments. The curtain rises 
each evening on spirited nightlife with 
the sunset celebration at Mallory 
Square. Here goggle-eyed tourists may 
view a quirky parade of artisans, jug- 
glers, vendors and clowns while the sun 
slowly dips into the sea against a heav- 
enly explosion of color. 

No longer 
identified solely 
as the last out- 
post of noncon- 
formists and 
rebels, Key West 
has developed a 
certain sophisti- 
cation toward 
tourism and now offers not only the 
quaint charm and character of its early 
days but also a sleek, state of the art in- 
frastructure. You might say Key West 
has finally gone high tech and leading the 
wave is Southpoint Dive Center, voted 
last year by both residents and tourists 
alike as Best Dive Shop in Key West 
(People’s Choice Award). Using high 
technology to the tourist’s advantage, 
Southpoint has continually upgraded 
services, keeping pace with the comput- 
er age and new advances in the dive in- 
dustry. It’s a marriage of the past and the 
future, as Southpoint’s technology has 
opened the door for exploration of Key 
West’s intriguing past along the reefs. 

Whether it’s a drone bomb from 
World War Il resting at 60 feet or the 
19th century kedge anchors embedded 
along High Rocks Reef, sites rarely ac- 
cessed by recreational divers in previ- 
ous years are now becoming routine 
fare for Southpoint’s charter trips. The 
addition of an incredibly powerful Pro 
48 jet drive custom dive boat has made 
it possible for Southpoint’s crew to 
book these more remote sites within the 
normal dive schedule. With three en- 
gines and a top speed of 32 knots, the 
Pro 48 Manta offers 48 feet of luxury, 
comfort and safety for passengers, in- 

(Continued on Page 76) 





Key West diving is 
best known for: 


¢ Exciting wrecks 
¢ Abundant marine life 
¢ Large schools of fish 


—e 


McCANN-ERICKSON COSTA a 


: iant Bint 
_ coral reef 


morenyy. “RICA 


ae ARTIFICIAL INGREDIENTS 
1*800 - 343-6332 http://www. tourism- costarica.com 
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ALTERNATE AIR SOURCE 


Submersible Systems 


Spare Air 


HE IMPORTANCE OF BEING PREPARED 


BY TY SAWYER 
PHOTO BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


S imilar to many life saving devices, the 
inspiration for Spare Air came from a 
near death experience. Larry Williamson 
was hunting lobster in 140 feet of dark 
water off Catalina Island, California, when 
he found himself in an out of air situation. 
He barely survived and set out to ensure 
future divers could safely escape similar 
life threatening situations. Using his 
background in aerospace engineering he 
pioneered the smallest compact emer- 
gency air source available. It was an im- 
mediate success in both military and 
civilian diving applications. Since that 
time, he has received countless testimo- 
nials from divers whose lives were saved 
by the easy to use device he invented 17 
years ago—Spare Arr. 

As with all great ideas, Spare Air is sim- 
ple. It comes in two sizes, is user fillable 
and requires no special training to use. 
Both the larger Sport Diver 270C and the 
Pro 176C are 3,000 psi aluminum cylin- 
ders with a check valve (for filling), pres- 
Sure indicator (for monitoring the amount 
of air in the tank), balanced single stage 
regulator, purge button and comfortable 
silicone mouthpiece. Both Spare Airs can 
be filled at the dive shop or with a special, 
easy to use attachment (Check Valve Refill 
Adapter) from a standard scuba tank. The 
tanks are exactly like the larger models 
used for diving and require annual VIPs 
and standard hydrostatic testing. Using ei- 
ther model is as simple as inserting the 
mouthpiece, purging the single stage and 
taking a breath. There are no buttons, 
switches or Knobs to activate and no fuss. 
And, with a built-in pressure indicator, you 
will always know, at a glance, if your Spare 
Air is ready for action. 

The larger Sport Diver 270C is the pre- 
ferred model for recreational divers. The 
cylinder contains 2.7 cubic feet of air. This 
equates to approximately 48 breaths at 
the surface, based on an average breath 
of 1.6 liters. It weighs one and three-quar- 
ter pounds In air and its dimensions are a 
compact 11% by 2% inches. 

The smaller size, the Pro 176C, is the 
preferred model for professional divers 
and instructors. The cylinder contains 1.7 
cubic feet of air, which equates to 30, 1.6 
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liter breaths at the surface. Even 
more compact than the Sport, 
the Pro measures only 8% by 
2/ inches and weighs a mere 
one and one-third pound tn air. 

Submersible Systems will 
launch a new refill adapter this 
summer. The new adapter al- 
lows divers to fill their Spare 
Airs from tanks with either DIN 
(European valves) or regular 
valves. The new adapter (which 
was unavailable at press time) has a 
small, versatile fitting that screws into a 
high pressure port of a regulator’s first 
stage. This device offers the added con- 
venience of not having to remove equip- 
ment from a tank to fill a Spare Air. 
Submersible Systems plans on selling 
the new adapter for $54. 

Several BC manufacturers now offer 
either optional or standard Spare Air 
mounting pockets—Dacor and Apollo 
BCs come Spare Air ready; Forte, IDI, 
Soniform and Zeagle offer Spare Air 
mounting pockets as an option. If your 
BC manufacturer doesn’t offer this op- 
tion, there is a universal mounting system 
and a safety leash available. 

Spare Air units can be purchased sep- 
arately or in convenient, all-inclusive 
packages. The packages include a Spare 
Air unit, Check Valve Refill Adapter and 
Universal Mounting System. The Pro 
package sells for $285; the Sport for 
$295. Purchased individually the Pro sells 
for $233; the Sport for $243. Spare Air is 
available in bright pink or neon yellow, 
steel blue, satin aluminum and black. 

There is a great comfort in being pre- 
pared for an out of air emergency. After 
all, dive buddies and minds tend to wan- 
der. Self-reliance and self-responsibility 
are taught to divers from day one and re- 
peated often, as they are being repeated 
here. While equipment failures are infre- 
quent, human mistakes are all too com- 
mon. Prepare yourself against both and 
the extra breath from a Spare Air could 
make a lifetime of difference. 

For more information, contact Sub- 
mersible Systems, Inc., at (800) 648- 
DIVE, (714) 842-6566. = 


aS 
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Not much larger than a soft drink can, the 
Spare Air Pro (left) and Sport (right) are 
compact, easy to use alternate air sources 
for emergency out of air situations. 











COMPARISON OF 
SPARE AIR MODELS 


Spare Air Sport Spare Air Pro 


Maximum 


2.7 cubic feet 1.7 cubic feet 
Capacity 
Maximum | 3,000 psi 
Pressure 
# Breaths 30 
at Surface 
Length 11.75 inches 8.75 inches 


Weight 1.75 pounds 1.33 pounds 
in Air 















3,000 psi 
























Neon yellow or 
pink, anodized 
black or blue, or 

polished aluminum 


130 feet 


Neon yellow or 
pink, anodized 
black or blue, or 

polished aluminum 


100 feet 


Maximum 
Recom- 
mended 
Depth 



















Recommended 






Recommended 
for sport divers for advanced 
and deeper dives. | divers who use 





less air or for 
traveling divers. 








“Price does not include fill adapter or mounting kit. Colors cost $20 more. 


OPTIONAL ADD-ONS 


e Fill adapter for scuba tank 
e Fill adapter for compressor 


e Universal Mounting Kit 
e Safety Leash 
e Seven Minute Video 
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Daily tours to the Mayan Ruins of Belize 

Experience the ultimate in diving aboard our new Pro 42 featuring 
one day trips to Lighthouse Reef, the Blue Hole & Turneffe 


Relive the memory with a custom made video 
from Joe Miller Photo Pro Center. 


veel [he MASiC 
Call 1-800-Magic 15 


601-649-1990 « fax 601-649-1996 


circle #87 on Reader Service Card 


The Rembrandt 


EXPERIENCE THE Besr rs) see 


“THe REMBRANDT VAN RUN,” a 184 ft. luxury live-aboard, 
will take you to ALL THE Best DivinG IN BELIze! 


The Rembrandt is the only live-aboard that will visit Lighthouse, Turneffe, 
Glovers and Southern Belize during your one week dive trip. All cabins are 
fully air-conditioned and have a private bath. Our spacious lounge is a 
perfect place to relax and review your days diving. 


it INERARY 
Friday Southern Belize 
Saturday Retum to Belize City 


4997 WeEEKLY Dive 


Saturday Arrival in Belize City 
Sunday Turneffe Atoll 
Monday Lighthouse Atoll 


@) ekorsr-Tah ys iretom =>. 4erereiidtejat- 
{EQ 1-800-453-7245 
SS” phone: 281-987-9600 * Fax: 281-987-1140 
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Tuesday Lighthouse Atoll 
Wednesday Lighthouse Atoll 
Thursday Glovers Atoll 


© SD/AD 1997 


Sea 


SAVE $300 & Receive aFREE 
Quest Companion Dive Computer! 
Get a FREE SeaQuest Companion Dive Computer (retail value $300) when you book a dive trip 


direct to our 800# and travel between 8-1 to 11-15-97. It’s that simple! 
Divers must book eee to a A of sik tsa sh 


80 square miles with hundreds of dive 
sites, thousands of coral formations, 
faaliiitelabsmey m@itciams ae Relarcmacivela@ 


Private Manta Lagoon, Private Island (28 guests maximum) 
with Mahogany Bungalows, All the Amenities, Top-Notch Boats and 
service...call to find out more...ask us about our specials! 


Manta Resort 


Glover’s Reef Atoll 


stele here +4 = iy as | 
Ph. 310-937-6468 Fax 310-937-6473 
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Uncompromising 


service 
a 


a om 
Caribbean cuisine erotic 
prepared by S€a life. 

3 Chef Merlene. 


oa. 


ain 


wate Phiirstisy 
with 
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bei eel ie IN Bie 


Call 800- te -0118 or fax 770-534-8290. 


www.turneffelodge.com 
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REGULATORS 




























helaiee d ania: -th 
piston design, two HP 
and four | hinge tsona 


swivi ~ aes hig 


 habreiet ht 
tures a sensit 
control to 
airflow to cond 2 
personal preference. 
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ie) 


sign includes a 
low profile ex- 
haust tee made of soft 
rubber and a sleekly, tapering 
hose/bushing protector of the same material. 
A clear silicone mouthpiece and accents of 
blue set against the body of black complete 
the attractive picture. 

The EX second stage enhances the high 
performance airflow provided by the first 
stage in two important ways. First, its down- 
stream, lever action demand valve requires 
very little inhalation effort or cracking pres- 
sure, regardless of depth. Second, the diver 
can manually adjust the cracking pressure via 
the blue sensitivity control knob on the out- 
side of the case. Rotating through four com- 
plete revolutions, the knob controls the spring 
tension the valve has to overcome to provide 
air. Turned all the way clockwise, the tension 
is set on maximum. This high cracking pres- 
sure will help prevent freeflow on the surface 
or when swimming into a current. Turning the 
Knob counterclockwise decreases the crack- 
ing pressure, providing increasingly easier in- 
halation. When swimming hard, the diver 

(Continued on Page 153) 
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EASY AIR ANYTIME 1SE A 


BY JIM WALKER 


PHOTOS BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


rue diver confidence is knowing your regulator can handle a 

wide variety of conditions, all the while providing steady, high 

performance airflow. When you can fine tune that airflow as the 

need arises, you've got it all. Such is the case with the EX regula- 

tor from U.S. Tech. Incorporating a proven design that is both 

high performance and rugged, it has the added benefit of sec- 
\  ondstage adjustability. 


FIRST STAGE 


The first stage of the EX is rugged marine grade brass, with an 
elegant, satin chrome finish. Built to handle tank pressures as high as 
3,300 psi, it utilizes a flow-through, balanced piston valve (stainless steel piston) 
to provide a consistent intermediate pressure of 135 psi, regardless of scu- 
ba tank pressure. You'll get the same easy breathing at the end of a 
dive as at the beginning. Enhancing this rugged, proven design, the 
EX can be set up with an optional environmental 
protection kit. 
The EX first stage can be purchased with either 
a yoke or DIN connection. It has two high pres- 
sure ports (As inch) on the main body and four low 
pressure ports (% inch) on a swivel. This port ar- 
rangement should always allow convenient hose 
positioning. The second stage hose has a large bore to 
ensure unrestricted airflow and there is a hose protector at 
the first stage junction. 


SECOND STAGE 


The second stage of the EX is built of impact resistant ABS 
polycarbonate, so it’s lightweight and tough. The spirited de- 


Balanced Balanced 
flow-through piston diaphragm 


L-shaped T-shaped 


2 HP/4.LP 1 HP/4 LP 


Yes, Yes, 
optional optional 


= Design 


u Polycarbonate Polycarbonate 
= 


4 Valve Design | Downstream lever action | Downstream lever action 


Air Exhaust 


Under chin Under chin 
Clear silicone Clear silicone 


Five year, parts Five year, parts 
and service and service 


A high performance Another high 
regulator, offering the performance 
same easy breathing regulator, suitable 
from the beginning to for most types 
the end of the dive. of diving. 

Second stage 

sensitivity control 

allows diver to set air 

flow to match conditions. 
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A Touchy Subject—tloves 


BY JOEL SIMON 


ed snorkel- 


Caribbean, several 
local operators in- 
formed my group 
that gloves were 





come attire for snorkelers or divers. 


Clearly, the intention is admirable—to bet- 7 


ter conserve the health and integrity of the 
reef—and the assumption is understand- 
able—prohibit gloves and, consequently, 
Snorkelers and divers will no longer touch 
and thereby damage fragile coral. Legislation 
is One approach but wouldn't a little educa- 
tion be amore appropriate solution? 

| join many of my industry colleagues in 


the belief that divers and snorkelers don't : 


deliberately harm the reef. The damage that 
gets done is either innocent or accidental. 


Logically, the best remedy is to remove the : 


innocence and prevent the accidents. This 
calls for education and training. 


Many resorts have orientation briefings, : 
where “no gloves” policies are presented. At : 


the same time, it would be easy and perhaps 
more effective to explain that corals are deli- 
cate creatures, vital to the well-being of the 
overall reef ecosystem. Even an innocent 
hand ona living coral colony can do it harm. 


In my tropical marine biology classes, we : 


explore both the strengths and vulnerabili- 
ties of the reef. Corals are subjected to many 
natural disruptive forces, including storms, 
Crown of Thorns Starfish, parrottish, silt, 
changes in water temperature and disease. 
All contribute to the destruction and, in fact, 
the evolution of coral. The success of any 
Species is contingent upon its ability to 


adapt to environmental changes. The ar- 


chaeological record suggests corals have 


more than 400 million years. 

In contrast, during only the last 35 years 
or so, divers and snorkelers have added a 
new set of environmental pressures to the 
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uring a re- 
cent guid- : 


ing program inthe : 


no longer wel- : 


realm of shallow tropical seas. As a byprod- : 
uct of permanent moorings at popular under- 3 
: water sites, specific areas are exposed to : 
hundreds or even thousands of aquatic visi- : 
: tors each year. While we can’t muzzle the 
: parrotfish, harness the weather or anchor the 
' continents, we can control our hands—re- : 
: gardless of whether or not they sport gloves. _: 
Perhaps even more important than our : 
: hands are our feet. Divers and snorkelers are 
usually well aware of their hands but, all too 
: often, it’s the errant fin-clad foot that acciden- 
tally, and sometimes significantly, impacts 
corals. Ifa “no gloves” policy makes sense 
: for hands, then a “no fins” policy makes equal 3 
' sense for feet. All too often, | have seen a div- 
' er or snorkeler who, out of a sincere desire : 
' not to touch or damage coral with naked fin- : 
' gers, is compelled to use fins in ways detri- : 
mental to the reef. Either these fins actually hit : 
: and break corals or swift kicking stirs up sedi- 
: ment that harmfully settles on living polyps. 3 
Quite often, these situations could have been : 
- avoided by a gentle, controlled push with one 
: ortwo fingers, gloved or not. 7 

These predicaments illustrate a simple : 
need for better training. Rather than restrict- : 
ing the use of gloves (or fins), our efforts at 
' conservation may be more productively : 
' served by encouraging snorkelers and : 
' divers to improve their ability to control their 
: position and movements in the water. : 
' Safe snorkeling (and diving) is universally 
' approved and gloves can be a valuable safe- 
- ty measure should an accident occur. | wear: 
' ahelmet when riding a bicycle but this pro- : 
' tection doesn’t tempt me to crash head-first: 
" into trees, cars or buildings. Similarly, : 
: there’s no reason to believe that using : 
: gloves will tempt conscientious snorkelers 
' and divers to wantonly maul delicate corals. : 
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Life on a Shallow Reef 


Take a Peek at 
the Reef’s 
Condo Critters 


Hon Voyage 


Bonaire’s Haven 
for Snorkelers: 
The Sunset 
Beach Hotel 





With a little “hands-on” training and edu- 3 le 


' cation, we can all more effectively keep : 
done well; enduring ice ages, volcanic eras : 
and countless miles of continental drift for : 


hands (and feet) off the reef. 


This is a “touchy” subject and we invite 

: your comments. Letters can be sent to Joel : 

"Simon, c/o SKIN DIVER, 6420 Wilshire: 

: Boulevard, LosAngeles,CA900480re-: 
: mailed directly to JSIPhoto@ aol.com. 
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LOW Volume Masks: The Freediver s Choice 


BY TAMARA COLLINS 
PHOTOS BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 





~~~ reedivers and advanced snorkelers have : IN BRIEF 
” a unique need when it comes to masks. : Seubapro Futura 2 
Where low volume is a matter of per- : pags | ty 
apc preference for scuba divers, itis es- ete Diag Gea Hee 
sential for freedivers. Making repetitive : : ae i : ee es 
; : | Fit: Medium faces 
dives, they can experience the unsightly and 


sometimes painful result of mask s Colors: Clear skirt: Neon yellow, pink, clear, 
ned : shales blue. Graphite skirt: Blue, black, neon 









ruptured capillaries in the tissues of the face 3 yellow, pink 
and eyes. Ambient pressure is the culprit—when it : | Options: Futura 2 Diopters: Bright Sight, 
increases on descent, it forces the tissues to fill the uncom- , anti-fog “Thrama” light equalizer 
pensated air space within the mask. Divers must equalize the : accessory lenses; clear or graphite 
SCUBAPRO pressure by blowing air into the mask : | _ silicone skirts 
FUTURA 2 during descent so, for : | Price: Standard frames: $59.90; Hot Frames: 


$99.50 (anti-fog lenses at no extra charge) 


freedivers, alow volume mask is the answer to 
Information: (888) 801-8382 


easy equalization. 

An added benefit of low volume masks is 
possibly a better viewing angle. Some 
divers find that, with the glass set closer to 
the face, their viewing area is slightly wider. 
There is also less space to purge water from 
in the event the mask leaks. If the seal doesn't sit 
right on the face, water can seep in. Most mask manu- 
facturers have corrected this problem with a double face 

Seal but this added defense can be a problem for free- 
divers who experience mask squeeze. The extra lay- 
MARES er of silicone adds another SEA QUEST 
VENTOSA edge that can cut into the VISION 2 
face when mask squeeze 












Sea Quest Vision 2 


ne _ Features: Double lens, hypoallergenic 

~ __ silicone, double edge face seal, large 
nose pocket, tempered glass lenses, 
self- locking easy adjusting buckles, low 
to mid volume 

Fit: Medium sized faces 

Colors: Seven color combinations 

Price: $44 

Information: (619) 438-1101 













occurs. It is the proverbial Catch 22— Mares Ventosa 
the possibility of a flooded mask orthe : | Features: Super low volume, single face 
comfort of asingle layer ofsilicone. seal, split lens, liquid silicone skirt, 
The three masks featured here ; technopolymer frame, split head strap, 


swiveling, easy adjusting buckles 
Fit: Small to medium faces 


Colors: Yellow, blue or black frame with 
black or clear skirt 


Price: $64.95 
Options: Optical lenses 
Information: (800) 874-3236 


are all low volume. Two have dou- : | 
ble face seals; the Mares is the low- : | 
est in volume and features a single : | 
face seal. Your best bet is call the man- : | 
ufacturers and ask for the address of adeal- : | 
er in your area. At the dive shop, you can try : | 
each mask until you find the one that fits your : | 
face and affords the most comfort. << | 
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Bon Voyage 





Bonaire s Haven for Snorkelers: 


* _ ife beneath tropical seas is 





= er or snorkeler can fully ex- 
perience. And, the arid Dutch is- 
land of Bonaire, just 50 miles off the 
coast of Venezuela, is one of the best 


Cube) Hh 


BONAIRE. 


an 


Pepe 






~~ Venezuela 
no accident. While neighboring islands developed economies based on 


source—a lush band of fringing reef surrounding the entire island. 

On Bonaire, turtles have been legally protected since the mid-1960s. 
In the mid-70s, when spearguns were as popular as underwater cam- 
eras are today, Bonaire did the unthinkable and outlawed spearfishing. 
Bonaire's fish became numerous and friendly. In 1979 Bonaire once 


tally protected everything, living or dead, from the mean high tide line 
to a depth of 200 feet, including the area surrounding the small adja- 


in underwater resource management. 


low terraces and an ethic of marine conservation combine to provide 
a perfect environment for superb snorkeling. Bonaire offers snorkel- 
ing visitors a wide choice of accommodations but, for excellent value 
and an idyllic beach, none compares to the Sunset Beach Hotel. 


Surprisingly, however, the most consistent element is a palm stud- 
ded beach. On Bonaire, that vision approaches reality most closely on 
the 600 foot stretch of white sand that flanks the Sunset Beach Hotel. 


the most delightful venues for snorkeling, swimming, sunbathing, 
Casual dining or simple relaxation. 


Interspersed among the abundant palm trees, the hotel has aug- : 


mented the beach with numerous lounge chairs and thatch covered 
umbrellas, providing a shady canopy for small circular wooden ta- 
bles. Sitting at one of these tables, two women still dripping with salt 
water were engaged in a debate over a fish identification book. “It had 
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aunset Beach hotel 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOEL SIMON 


: white spots on an orange body,” said one woman. 
a world only the scuba div- : 
: en brown with darker spots.” Before they could agree, up ran an ener- 
: getic girl, mask and fins still in hand, exclaiming: “Mom, Mom, it’s 
: still here. | found the same Spotted Drum we saw last year and in just 
: the same place!” Quickly, they turned the pages of the book until they 
Caribbean destinations to learn the : 
skills and enjoy these activities. This is : 
: asked if | would like to go see her Spotted Drum. How could | resist? 
commerce, shipping and industry, Bonaire shepherded its primary re- 
: snorkeled in calm water, nine year old MaryMae gave me a guided 
: tour of her favorite fish; parrotfish, Trumpetfish, Needlefish, filefish, 
: grunts, tangs, flounders and the Spotted Drum. She knew them all. 
: Afterward, she introduced me to her mother, Johanna, and her Aunt 
: Betty who invited me to join them for a beer. How could | refuse? 
again made an unprecedented move, legislating a Marine Park that to- 
: can’t imagine going to another hotel because of the beach—along with 
: the lounge chairs, the bar, restaurant and the fish. It’s all right here.” 
cent island of Klein Bonaire. Boats were prohibited from dropping an- : 
chors. The reefs thrived. Today, Bonaire stands proud as a world leader 7 


“Are you sure?” said the other. “I thought the body was more gold- 


located the entry on Spotted Drums. 
As | passed by, the young girl looked up with an eager smile and 


Just off the center of the beach is a shallow, rocky area and, as we 


“This is our third year at the hotel and we love it,” said Johanna. “| 


Later, | met with Mary Disanza who, along with Walter Stark, man- 
ages the diving and snorkeling operation. Mary and | sat at a table 


: near the rinse tanks, which are conveniently just in front of the shop. 
Abundant friendly fish, calm, clear water, fringing reefs with shal- 


“We are a PADI Five Star Dive Center but we love snorkelers here,” 


: said Mary. “Just look at the beach. We get far more snorkelers than 
: divers simply because the snorkeling is so excellent. Snorkelers are 
: always welcome to accompany divers on any of our boats as well. In 
, general, we go out at 9:00 am and 2:00 pm. And | always let the 
Visions of tropical paradise are as unique as each individual. Not : 


Snorkelers know which destinations will work best for them.” The dive 


: center has three boats: the 38 foot cathedral-hulled flattop Sea 
: Explorer, the 36 foot V-hulled Sea Culiand the Sea Horse, a 38 foot 
craft with a broad open transom that makes exits and entries very sim- 
Playa Lechi is the largest natural beach on Bonaire and offers one of 7 


ple. All boats are designed to meet the needs of divers and snorkelers 


: with covered areas for shade, along with deep, sturdy ladders. 


The shop also offers a full line of rental equipment, including single- 
use cameras ideal for snorkelers, lights for night snorkeling and a limit- 


: ed supply of prescription faceplates. “We feel it’s important people see 
: Our underwater attractions,” said Mary, “so we decided to try renting 
: corrected-vision masks. If it’s a matter of just being near or farsighted, 
: we usually can come pretty close to matching a person’s vision needs. 
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Above: A snorkeler ex- 


plores thé clear, protected 
water just offshore Sunset 
Beach Hotel. Batkground: 
_ _. $norkelersalsohave 
‘abcess to many shallow 
reetsites around Bonaire 
‘and Klein Bonaire: 











This has been especially useful for snorkelers, 


since they can’t always get as close to the reef : 


as divers.” 

Mary pointed to a large black and white 
two masted sailboat moored just off shore. 
“Snorkelers also enjoy taking a pirate cruise 
on the Mistress, that 56 foot Privateer ketch. 
Mike and Jules Stadnick do an excellent job 
and usually take folks to great snorkeling 


sites on the backside of Klein Bonaire. And 
DeWalt, were on the pier, one dressed ina 
' colorful plastic innertube. They watched as; 
- their mother and brothers, in the shallow : 
' water below, came face to face with anin- : 
 quisitive giant French Angelfish. Natalie vol- 


we also have a water taxi that will take 
snorkelers over to Klein anytime they wish. 
“We also have people coming here for the 
Guided Snorkeling Program, which adds an 
educational component to the activity.” About 


a year ago, with sponsorship from the is- i 
' who was a scuba instructor here before she : 
met Brian, takes us here with our grandpar-_ 
' ents to snorkel and have lunch. | like the 
: hamburgers and French fries best!” : 
' Dining at the outdoor thatch covered pala- 
: pais casual and enjoyable. The locally famous 
Kunuku Band plays each Monday afternoon at 
: the manager’s cocktail party. The restaurant ; 
also offers weekly beach barbecues anda ; 
' Bonairean Buffet featuring local cuisine and a. 
: lively folkloric dance presentation. ; 


land’s government, hotels and watersport op- 


erators, Bonaire implemented one of the most : 


ambitious projects in the world of snorkeling. 
The program combines classroom experi- 


ence in the form of 12 entertaining half hour 


Slide lectures, with training and snorkeling 


outings to some of Bonaire’s premier shallow : 


water destinations. 
“We're really flexible on what programs 


we offer, depending on what interests our : 


guests the most. One of the most popular 


has been the fish ID program. First, we take a , 
? ' Near the restaurant sat a mature couple, ob- 
' viously content with life on the beach. It was. 
» Emile and Lillian Jacob, from Newark, New ; 
| Jersey, perhaps Sunset Beach Hotel’s best : 
known visitors. “We've been coming here 
: every year for 34 years now and we love it,” 
: Said Lillian. “When we first arrived, this tree 
: had only enough shade for Emile and me. 
: Now it can easily shade at least ten people. : 
: We've seen the island grow and change, but 
: this place has been our sanctuary over the 
: years. We've seen Kids on this island grow : 
up to have families of their own. Just yester- 
: day one hotel staff member we metasa : 
: young man years ago invited us to his 
: grandchild’s birthday party. We really felt 
: like part of the family.” 
: Just then a neatly dressed man ap- 
proached and Lillian began pointing an insis- ? 
: tent finger at him, saying she wanted to book : 
: now for next year. After giving her a gentle 
: hug, he assured Lillian that their room would 
: be available, as it had for the last 34 years! 
: “Are you Sure?” she said with a smile, “be- 
' cause we are!” The man was David Hickey, 
: Operations manager for the resort. 


) Nexron Divine Cruise 
Call for special Snorkel First discount: 
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: look at the slides and then go find the fish in 


the water.” 
Mary suggested we take a walk out on the 


: wooden boat dock. “People love snorkeling : 
' around this dock because over the years it’s. ; 
| become absolutely covered with marine life, 
: especially Orange Cup Corals.” The pieris : 
one of the oldest on the island. For Mary, it’s; 
a little like snorkeling amid a Maya ruin. : 


Two young girls, Natalie and Janell 


unteered, “We live on the island but mom, 


Under the shade of a large tamarind tree 


Over a soft drink at the bar David com- 


" mented, “What we do best is work with peo- 
: ple. That’s what this hotel is all about, people 
: taking care of people. Our guests stay here for : 





These Professional 
Henderson Retailers 
are ready to assist in 

your suit selection 


Adventure Sports Auburn AL 334-887-8005 
Blue Water Scuba, Inc Pelham AL 205-663-7428 
Ricks Dive ’N Travel Ctr, Inc North Little Rock AR 501-753-6004 


Alexander’s/Dive Shop Too Nogales AZ 520-287-5103 


Aqua Blue Sports, Inc Phoenix AZ 602-955-4120 
El Mar Diving Ctr Mesa AZ 602-833-2971 
Scuba Specialties, Inc Phoenix AZ 602-504-1112 
ASU Divers Tempe AZ 602-431-1164 


Nautilus Aquatics Pleasant Hill CA 510-932-3483 
Nautilus Diving & Sports Ctr Rocklin CA 916-624-3483 
Ocean Enterprises SanDiego CA 619-565-6054 
Pacific Wilderness SanPadro CA 310-833-2422 


Reef Seekers Beverly Hills CA 310-652-4990 
Sport Chalet AllLocations CA 818-790-2717 
Manta Ray Dive Center — Fresno CA 209-437-1355 


Boulder CO 303-444-7234 
Englewood CO 303-789-2450 


Scuba Joe, Inc 
A-1 Scuba & Travel Ctr 


Scuba Den Wheat Ridge CO 303-431-1088 
Underwater Connection Colorado SprsCO 719-599-3483 
Underwater Phantasea § Denver CO 303-220-8282 
Denver Divers Denver CO 303-399-2877 
Underwater Phantasea Lakewood CO 303-988-6725 
High Plains Scuba Ft.Collns CO 970-493-8562 


Littleton CO 303-972-8993 
Quaker Hill CT 860-442-7279 
Westbrook CT 860-399-6534 
Wilmington DE 302-656-2326 
Pinellas Park FL 813-576-4169 
Pt. Charlotte FL 941-255-1111 


Atlantian Dive & Travel 
Sea View Scuba, Inc 
Beachnut Sports Center 
Poseiden Adventures 
Bill Jackson,, Inc 
Dean’s Dive Center 


Divers Den Panama City FL 904-871-1011 
Divers Discount Ft. LauderdaleFL 954-523-8354 
Mac’s Sports Clearwater FL 813-442-9931 
Deep Six Divers Services Lakeland FL 941-688-3015 
Action Aquatic Tampa FL 813-835-0062 
Sea Sports Distr Pearl City Hl 808-456-531 1 
Boise Water Sports Boise ID 208-342-1378 
Adventures In Scuba Chicago IL 773-935-3483 
Frogg Pond Dive Shop Highland Park IL 847-432-5055 
Sea Lions Dive Center Hanover Park IL 630-289-1680 
Lake Michigan Scuba Ctr Lake Zurich IL 847-540-7211 


Divers Supply Indianapolis Indianapolis IN 317-897-2822 
Divers Supply Indy West Indianapolis IN 317-297-2822 
Divers Supply Muncie Muncie IN 630-288-4868 
Pro Ski & Scuba, Inc Wichita KS 316-684-9738 


Jack Vilas & Assoc, Inc Morgan City LA 504-384-8012 


East Coast Divers Framingham MA 508-620-1176 
Divers Den Baltimore MD 410-668-6866 
Scuba Shoppe Rockville MD 310-762-6200 
Knight Diver, Inc Fallston MD 410-893-1636 
Aqua City Scuba Waterville ME 207-873-0266 


Johnson’s Sporting Goods Brunswick ME 207-725-7531 
J.R. Aquatic Center Niles MI 616-684-7007 
Recreational DivingSys RoyalOak MI 810-549-0303 
Advanced Aquatics St. ClairShores MI 810-779-8777 
Adventure Sports Eden Prairie MN 612-949-0909 
Scuba Daddy’s Dive Shop Apple Valley MN 612-432-7070 
Skin 'N Scuba Dive Independence MO 816-358-0855 


Deep South Scuba Jackson MS 601-957-3483 
Dive Shop Claremont NC 704-459-7440 
Water World, Inc Durham NC 919-596-8185 
Down Under Dive Ctr Raleigh NC 919-852-5333 
Mid Coast Diving Omaha NE 402-391-1559 
Underwater Sports Keene NH 603-357-4430 
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The World's Finest Snorkel and Dive Apparel 





Kunuku Dive & Travel Alpha NJ 908-454-3577 > area 
Blue Water Divers Ramsey NJ 201-327-2822 
Dosil’s Sport Center N. Middletown NJ 908-787-0508 
East Coast Diving Northfield NJ 609-646-5090 
Mar-Vel Underwater Collingswood NJ 609-962-8719 
Ocean Explorers Edison NJ 908-906-8400 
Scuba Connection BelleMead NJ 908-359-1250 
Hoboken Dive Ctr, Inc Hoboken NJ 201-795-3483 
Blue Abyss Point Pleasant NU 908-714-0200 
Lang’s Ski & Sport Trenton NJ 609-538-1970 
Aquatic Ctr of Rochester Henrietta NY 716-334-1670 
Central Skin Divers Jamaica NY 718-739-5772 
Dive, Inc/Diving Lynnbrook NY 516-872-4571 
Ocean Rock Bohemia NY 516-471-9500 
Pan Aqua Diving New York NY 212-736-3483 
Diving Discovery Scuba Ctr Albany NY 518-456-8146 
Scuba University BallstonSpa NY 518-885-8554 
U.S. Sports Distributor Lawrence NY 516-371-5075 
Regional Divers Newburgh NY 914-566-1112 
Byram Bay Sports Port Chester NY 914-937-2685 
Scuba Network Yonkers NY 914-779-2966 


Adventures in Diving Strongsville OH 216-572-2005 
Buckeye Diving School Bedford OH 216-439-3677 












































Aquatic Sports Portland OR 503-245-4991 

AAqua-Tech Dive Ardmore PA 610-642-3483 “2 

Scuba Venture, Inc Sinking SpringPA 610-678-2688 Designer 

Smokey’s Divers Den Lancaster PA 717-393-5333 P -" Hot Skins 

Underwater World Horsham PA. 218-672-4180 Kids Hot Skins with Lycra® 

Dudas Diving Duds West Chester PA 610-436-0176 with Lycra®, We. & Superb sun 1 

York Diver York PA 717-846-0400 Made in U.S.A. ’ * 

B &M Distributing E, Providence RI 401-434-5058 Z 

Sports Investment Warwick RI 401-785-4320 

Dive Unlimited Aiken SC 803-649-3483 : 

Dive World BigSandy TN 901-593-5063 Henderson Trilaminate _| 

Aqua Adventures, Inc Dallas TX 214-696-6090 = Neutrally Bysyont. j 

Dive West, Inc Dallas TX 214-750-6900 Weeepret, Braainerie: 2 
ye! Soft Fleece Lining, Nylon {| 

Divers Paradise Webster TX 281-332-9982 Lycra® exterior,Madein =. 

International Scuba Pasadena 1X 281-998-3483 U.S.A. | 

Ocean's Window Plano TX 972-423-3483 Black Maxx- 

Scuba Magic Carrollton TX 972-416-3644 Lightweight Neoprene® 

Sea Sports Scuba Houston TX 281-970-0899 Embossed chest for great 

Adventures inScuba —_ Irving TX 214-594-7234 new look/Aggressive . 

International Scuba Pasadena 1X 281-998-3483 | styling, Made in U.S.A, 

Seatopia Pro’Dive Clearfield UT 801-776-3483 Ly 3 ie 

Neptune Divers Salt Lake City UT 801-466-9630 

Aquatic Adventures Alexandria VA 703-765-3483 

Ski & Dive Chantilly VA 703-263-0429 

The Dive Shop Fairfax VA 703-698-7220 | 

Waterfront Diving Center Burlington VT 802-865-2771 Classic Lightweight | 

Silent World Divers Bellevue WA 206-747-8842 Neoprene® Warm | 


and Flexible, 


t ti M eeF WI 414-251-82 . 
Underwater Connection lenomon 8283 Made in U.S.A. 


Additional 
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< 4 Cap & Gloves conserve 
warmth, great comfort & | 
flexibility 
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Octotropic boot with 
Octopus sole design, 
arch support and 
breathable side panels 
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the casual, friendly ambiance. Our staff is real- 
ly committed to the place, as are our guests 


portant element we have to offer.” David out- 
lined upcoming plans for renovation of the ho- 
tel, which was one of the first on Bonaire. 
Everything is in place—the plans, materials 
and financing. Only the starting date needs 
confirmation. The hotel has 145 spacious 
rooms, all equipped with air-conditioning, ca- 
ble TV, direct dial telephones and refrigera- 
tors. A giftshop, seaside freshwater swim- 
ming pool, watersport hut with sailboards and 
kayaks and an on-site Budget rental car office 
add to the resort’s attractions. 

As the late afternoon sky turned a rosy or- 
ange with the setting sun, | reflected on the 
wonderful day spent on the hotel’s beach and 


my mind: “People caring about people.” On 
my way out, | stopped to say good-bye to Betty, Johanna and 
MaryMae, who were still relaxing at their little table. Proudly, they 

“We've never gone snorkeling at night before but we saw some 
people in the water last night just around the pier. They said the or- 


ange corals were really fantastic, so we're going to try it ourselves.” 
As | was walking away, | overhead young MaryMae ask her mom if 


Come Snorkel Crystal River With... 


and Rainbow River. 


PADI 5 STAR All referrals welcome 
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Waterfront, All-Suite Motel, Marina, 


200 yards from Main Springs, Dive Shop, j j * xk 
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Bi sagiovimeeh =e heart and is the most im- un HI SNORKELING IT ES 


team of expert snorkelers and underwater 

photographers designed the Bonaire 
Guided Snorkeling Program in conjunction with 
the Bonaire Marine Park and local operators. 
The first phase of the project involved swim- 
ming the entire western coastline (and around 
the small island of Klein Bonaire) to determine 


which areas offered the very best snorkeling. 
The map shows you the 12 areas that were se- 
lected, based on the different types of coral ter- 
races and attractions. It should be noted that 
the entire coastline of Bonaire contains many 
other snorkel/dive sites; these 12 were selected 
to represent distinct experiences. Sites imme- 
diately adjacent to those on the map will pro- 


couldn’t help thinking how great an entire ale evesiieth aRpdeling experiences as well. The changes among different parts 
week would be. David’s words still echoed in of the coral reef occur gradually as the coastline and other conditions change. 





: she thought the Spotted Drum would be here next year. Johanna 
: replied, “| guess we'll just have to come back and see.” 

showed me some underwater lights they'd rented from the dive shop. : 
: Beach Hotel, contact Caradonna Caribbean tours toll free in the U.S. 
: or Canada at (800) 328-2288, or fax (407) 862-6000. Be sure to ask 
: about the attractively priced Bon-anza ’97 package for 
 snorkelers. * al 


SOS ee eo 


For more information or to make reservations at the Sunset 
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DIVING CENTER b Face Only 
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Once you meet a manatee, 


Crystal Resort you're hooked. In the U.S., 
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available 
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; ‘ - A Tampa 
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Life on a@ Shallow feef 
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A blenny takes 
Shelter ina pipe 
in the Maldives. 
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Jake a Peek at the Heer s Condo Critters 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY TAMMY PELUSO 





cent gardens of coral. When you freedive, you get to peek in- 


Shrimp, crabs, lobster and octopuses. 
Many create permanent homes they 
fiercely protect and guard; others 
boldly cruise the reef, ducking into 
Shadowy corners when in need of 
temporary protection or respite. 
Surprisingly, the housing situation 
on the reef is quite similar to our own: 
There are furnished apartments, fixer- 
uppers, trailers, motels and custom 
built homes. Regardless, they all pro- 
vide the basic requirements: shelter, 
protection and proximity to food. 


by their mobile homes. 


Many critters, such as moray eels, move into the reef as is; they just : 
claim a crevice for their own. They don’t do much redecorating but are : 
particular about the architecture; usually choosing a roomy dwelling 
that has both a front and back door. During the daytime morays often : 
stay close to home—peering from their lairs, waiting for an easy : 


rom the surface it’s easy to see the big picture—the structure : 
of the reef, the procession of neon-colored fish, the magnifi- : 


Hermit crabs are well protected 





meal. At night morays roam the reef under cover of darkness; they 
don’t see well and feed using their astute sense of smell. Most morays 


: eat crustaceans; a few, such as the West Indian Spotted Moray 
Side the inner sanctum where fish and critters sleep and hide. Within : 
the reef’s rocky maze of nooks, crannies and crevices lurk fish of as- : 
sorted shapes and sizes and a legion of invertebrates suchas : 


(Gymnothorax moringa), eat small fish as well. Eels can be dangerous 
if provoked but are typically mellow and, in many cases, downright 
friendly. They are, however, extremely protective of their homes so 
owen it S best to stay out unless invited. 

pa The pipes on sunken airplanes and 
ships are prime real estate U/W; on new 
wrecks the tubes are always the first to 
be chosen. Pipes are popular with small 
fish such as gobies and blennies as well 
as morays—they are the perfect 
fortress. Eventually, the pipes become 
covered with sponges, algae and coral, 
creating an ideal frame for photo sub- 
jects; close-up kits and macro lenses 
are perfect. When there are several eels 
living in proximity to each other, the 
eels will often switch dens or live together in the same hole. 

Some shrimp, crabs and blennies are architects; they build bur- 
rows in the sand and sculpt niches in rocky crevices filled with sub- 
Strate suitable for excavation, such as sand or coral rubble. One of the 
most creative builders is the mantis shrimp—a bizarre creature that 
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has huge psychedelic stalked eyes, a fierce 
grin and a punch powerful enough to break a 
camera lens. They are usually found in niches 
along rocky bottoms or in deep sand bur- 
rows. Mantis shrimp are beautiful, dangerous 
and an enigma to macro photographers. 
Knowing where and how they live makes it a 
bit easier, but they are quite skittish. You 
need to watch from a distance till they peek 
out of their burrows, then sneak up on them. 
Tubeworms (members of the Serpulidae 
family), fanworms and featherdusters 
(members of the Sabellidae family), come in 
a feathery assortment of shapes, colors and 
sizes—some look like miniature Christmas 
trees, others have frilly, fan-like layers. For 
protection, these worms build sturdy tubes, 
using lime, mucus and sand. The worms can 
fold their bodies into the tube like an umbrel- 
la when necessary. The worms are filter 
feeders and use their pretty plumes to cap- 


ritiel SLAND 


“Bill, Nowdla, and the staff at cipwiih 
Undersea made the vacation 0m 
forme... It's people _. 


{like them] that 
make this yr 
such an 


ci aa _ at isa 
“Annette Wilson, Larkspur, CA. 


ture plankton. They typically build their tube 
castles on reefs where there are strong cur- 
rents. Although these colorful worms exist 
individually, they are often seen living in 
huge colonies, covering coral boulders with 
a lush living carpet of tiny, flower-like ani- 
mals. When living together the worms are all 
tuned to the same frequency—if you frighten 
one, you scare them all. If you move too fast 
around a colony of tubeworms, they vanish 
ina colorful flash. Despite their fragile ap- 
pearance, they are quite sturdy and make ex- 
cellent subjects for macro photography. 
Hermit crabs are vagabonds: they use 
empty shells for homes. They are scavengers 
and scour the ocean floor and reef in search 
of food, taking their homes with them. They 
are most active at night and are often seen 
munching in the moonlight. Hermit crabs 
have no hard cuticle to protect their soft ab- 
domen and would, without the protection of a 





Explore reefs, wrecks, and experi , 
swimming with Bimini’s wild dolphin. 


3 days/2 nights from $199.00 
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shell, be devoured easily. Some species of 
hermit crabs live in sheltered burrows. 
Hermit crabs can’t move very fast so they use 
their shells like armor, when threatened they 
quickly pull inside and block the door with 
their largest claw. The shell keeps the hermit 
crab safe from most predators with some ex- 
ceptions. Octopus can easily penetrate the 
Shells with their powerful beaks; snails can 
inject a deadly poison; and starfish will even- 
tually win out with patience and persistence. 
As they grow, hermit crabs will change 
homes and move into larger shells. If homes 
are scarce, hermit crabs have been known to 
forcibly evict another hermit crab. 

The delicate Arrowcrab has a totally differ- 
ent approach. Generally, it hides during the 
day, often in or near the protective arms of an 
anemone or crinoid; at night, the Arrowcrab 
will often leave its sheltered den in search of 
food. They use their long spindly legs to scut- 
tle across the reef top, retreating into corners 
when necessary. At night, Arrowcrabs are of- 
ten found perched atop a coral or sponge, 
picking morsels from the passing current. 

Getting to know the reef takes time anc 
patience, it’s best to start shallow and grad- 
ually go deeper as your Skills improve. Take 
the time, it’s a world worth knowing. <2 


While recites at Bonaire's 
most exclusive ee, discover 
the pristine world below the sea 


through “Guided Srecbeling Tours” at ) 


The Plaza Resort 
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For reservation & information call 


1-800-766-6016 


Tel: 617-821-1012 * Fax: 617-821-1568 
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Call for complete 
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about our kids or 407-774-9292, 
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First time with 
MX-10 Close-up 
Lens. Shot at f/16 
from 18 inches. 
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Exclusive bayonet mount Automatic YS-40A |, ae =e Fee _ You're just getting started in underwater 
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underwater light every time! 
camera that takes great pictures. The MX-10 can. 
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exposure meter with LED, built-in flash. And with the 
new YS-40A automatic strobe, your pictures are 
perfectly illuminated every time. Add on a 20mm wide 
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Expand your creativity 
. with accessory lenses 
Underwater , i, you can attach or 


4- bis | detach underwater. 
% $4 ce Shown: Macro lens mounted on built-in lens, 


ANNIVERSARY Sportsfinder, 20mm wide lens on caddy. 
Photography USA ——— P , 
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Camcorders 


Sony 
in stoc k! 


Custom Housing for Sony : 
DCR-PC7 : Custom Housing for JVC 
Allows you toleave your flip : Digital camera the worlds 
screen open for great vedenecd smallest video camera 


Amphibico VH 1000 for : “Amphibico D Dive Buddy for Sony 
SONY DCRVX1000 : or Canon Camcorders 


Fax orders to 718-628-7441 
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE 


Sea&Sea MX 10. 
with 
YS40A Strobe 
Closeup 
Lens with 
Purchase! 


Added BONUS Package 
Call Armato’s for Details! 


TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! 
Armatos Worldwide Rental Program 


: EWA Marine he e affordable 
underwater housing 


The Afordable v video 
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: The lightest housing available 
fits over 10 Sony models 


Ikelite Video Housing 
for all Sony Camcorders 


67- 16 Myrtle, Ave. 
Glendale, NY 11385 
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LING MEDICINE 


erhaps the most troublesome part of 
diving is the continuous need to avoid 
the consequences of pressure changes 
associated with depth. The physical ef- 
fects of pressure are described by 
Boyle’s Law, which defines the relation 
between pressure and volume. Boyle’s 
Law states that the product of absolute 
pressure and volume of a gas is constant: 
PeV = Constant. If air pressure in body 
spaces cannot equilibrate with ambient 
pressure on descent, the forces pro- 
duced will reduce the volume by squeez- 
ing surrounding tissues into the space. 
On ascent, air in the lungs must be al- 
lowed to vent or overinflation will occur. 
Tissue injury caused by Boyle’s Law ef- 
fects is called barotrauma or squeeze. 
The accompanying table shows the 
changes a five liter volume undergoes as 
it is subjected to a dive of 100 feet. The 
greatest volume change is in the first 10 


VOLUME/DEPTH 


This table shows the change in volume 
and the percent change in volume for a five 
liter initial lung volume. 


Initial Depth Volume Change Volume 


(feet) (percent) (liters) 
0. 23.26 5.00 

10 14.48 3.84 
20 9.88 3.14 


30 7.18 2.62 





feet. Because the greatest volume 
change is at the shallowest depth, the 
most common time for Squeeze to occur 
is during the initial portion of the descent 
or, in the case of lung barotrauma, during 
the final portion of the ascent. 


EAR SQUEEZE 

Ear squeeze is the most common div- 
ing related injury. When the Eustachian 
tubes do not open to allow pressure to 
equalize across the eardrum, the pres- 
sure difference stretches the drum and 
Causes injury. Enough force can tear or 
rupture the eardrum. The Eustachian 
tubes can be blocked by mucous or 
swelling owing to colds or allergies. 
Middle ear squeeze causes swelling of 
the lining of the middle ear and fluid ac- 


Squeeze 


BY FRED BOVE, M.D., PH.D. 


cumulation. Often the fluid will not clear 
until the swelling has subsided and nor- 
mal Eustachian tube function returns. 
This frequently requires five or six days 
and, occasionally, one to two weeks. 

Inner ear barotrauma or round window 
rupture damages the hearing and bal- 
ance mechanisms. Inner ear barotrauma 
during descent is caused by forceful ef- 
forts to equalize the middle ear. If the ear 
does not clear, the large pressure differ- 
ence can lead to rupture of membranes 
that seal the inner ear fluid from the mid- 
die ear. Round window rupture is ac- 
companied by vertigo, hearing loss, nau- 
sea, vomiting, noise in the ear and, 
sometimes, a feeling of weakness. If a 
round window rupture is suspected, re- 
moval of the diver from the water, bed 
rest, head elevation and medical consul- 
tation should be sought. Divers should 
not be recompressed for treatment of 
round window rupture, as this will often 
aggravate the fluid leak. Surgery may be 
needed to repair the damage. 

Reverse squeeze, where the eardrum 
bulges outward, can occur during de- 
scent when a tight fitting hood blocks the 
external ear canal. The increasing middle 
ear pressure will not be balanced by exter- 
nal pressure because of the blocked canal 
and pressure inside the middle ear will ex- 
ceed the pressure in the occluded canal. 


FACE SQUEEZE 

Air in the space between the mask and 
the face also obeys Boyle’s Law. If air is 
not added to the space during descent, it 
will be reduced as ambient pressure in- 
creases until the tissues of the face and 
eyes are forced into the collapsing mask. 
Treatment for mask squeeze is directed 
toward symptoms. If the eyes are painful, 
local analgesic drops can be used and 
some physicians will recommend antibi- 
otic drops to avoid infection in the injured 
tissue. To prevent mask squeeze, equal- 
ize the mask during descent. 


SINUS SQUEEZE 

If the air passage into a sinus is 
blocked, the air trapped within will be 
forced to decrease in volume as pressure 
increases. The sinuses are air filled 
chambers within the skull. Although the 
bony structure will not collapse under the 
pressure changes, the lower pressure in 
the blocked sinus will draw blood into it. 








Blood vessels will engorge and leak. The 
squeeze results in a blood-filled sinus, 
which will drain during ascent when the 
air in the sinus expands. A bloody nose 
and a sinus headache after diving usually 
accompany a sinus squeeze. 


TOOTH SQUEEZE 

Air spaces inside the teeth owing to de- 
cay, associated with a filling or an ab- 
scess, change volume as pressure 
changes during diving. An air pocket un- 
der a filling may expand on ascent and 
oush the filling out of the tooth, while an air 
pocket may be distorted during descent 
and cause a severe toothache. If you get a 
toothache during ascent, there is little you 
can do but continue your ascent. Pain 
medication will help on the surface. 


LUNG SQUEEZE 

Although it is theoretically possible to 
get a lung squeeze by descending while 
breath-holding to depths greater than 
about 150 feet, the freediving record is 
nearly 300 feet. When the lungs are emp- 
tied at the end of exhalation, about 20 
percent of the total lung volume remains. 
One would expect that a depth of five at- 
mospheres absolute (132 feet) would be 
the limits of lung volume compression 
during a breath-hold descent. Research 
has shown that blood shifting into the 
blood vessels of the lung can displace 
more volume and allow a diver to with- 
stand a greater volume reduction than 
the theoretical 5:1 ratio allows. The ex- 
treme rarity of this condition indicates it is 
not a problem with diving. 


STOMACH SQUEEZE 
Air in the stomach at the time of ascent 
from a dive will expand according to 
Boyle’s Law. Some divers swallow air, 
which will accumulate in the stomach dur- 
ing a dive. Aregulator providing excess 
pressure at the mouthpiece can force air 
into the stomach. Ascent with air in the 
stomach will produce severe abdominal 
cramps. Further ascent may cause stom- 
ach rupture. Prevention is the best man- 
agement of this problem. Be sure your 
regulator is functioning properly and avoid 
swallowing air while diving. If cramps do 
occur during ascent, stop and try to belch 

to remove the air from the stomach. 


SUIT SQUEEZE 

Drysuit users may notice painful red 
streaks on their skin after diving. These 
are caused by suit folds lying against the 
skin during descent. Folds containing air 
are compressed against the skin, the skin 
is forced into the folds and local injury oc- 
curs. Always leave enough residual air in a 
drysuit so it is not tight against the skin. 
Wearing a light garment (thermal under- 
wear) under the suit will prevent the suit 
from sealing tightly against the skin. 





All divers will experience the effects of 
squeeze. Careful attention to equilibration 
of air spaces during descent and ascent, 
good dental hygiene, avoiding air swallow- 
ing, maintaining equipment and attending 
to the health of your nose, throat and si- 
nuses are measures that will helo avoid in- 
jury owing to squeeze or barotrauma. =5 
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SHARM EL SHEIK EMERGENCY AND 
TRAUMA CENTER: A new Emergency 





Where do 
serious 
instructors 
belong? 


Some dive instructors are content to just lead people 
around a reef and there are a few organizations where 
they belong. 





and Trauma Center in the well-known 
Red Sea diving resort area of Sharm el 
Sheik has recently been opened. The 
hospital, the first of its kind in southern 
Sinai, specializes in diving medicine and 
includes a physical therapy clinic and a 
pulmonary therapy clinic. Sharm el 
Sheik Emergency and Trauma Center is 
close to many hotels and the down- 
town area. 

Further information may be obtained 
by contacting Dr. A.G. Hamada, 8841 
Garden Grove Boulevard, Garden Grove, 
CA 92844 or call (714) 537-6780, fax 
(714) 537-6782. >8® 








B® NAUI instuctors are different. They know that NAUI 
Ss credentials mean something special. Most important, 


e i, they know that they belong to a organization that has 





a world renowned reputation for being the best - and 
they work hard to prove it. 


So if your only goal is getting paid at the end of the 

| dive, you're exactly where you belong. But if you're 
 aoninstructor that wants to provide the utmost in safe- 
ty, a great experience and the inspiration that could 
| bring your students a lifetime of diving pleasure, 
NAUI's the place where you belong. 


Why not call us today. 





4650 Arrow Hwy., Suite F-| 

PO. Box 14650 Monclair, CA 91763-1150 
800-553-6284 909-621-5801 Fax 909-621-6405 
http://www.naui.org/ 
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WALKER'S CAY 
UNDERSEA 
ADVENTURES 
DELIVERS HEART 
POUNDING DIVES 
WITH NATURE'S 
APEX PREDATOR 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BILL HARRIGAN 
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More than 100 sharks 
may show up to feast 
on the chumsicle at 
Shark Rodeo. 
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emember the Jimmy Buffett lyric, “Fins to left, fins 

to the right and you’re the only bait in town?” That 
line kept running through my head as the boat cut 
through the blue Bahamas water on the way to Shark 
Rodeo, where a slew of sharks was already gathering. 
When | stepped off the dive platform, | discovered 
there were fins to the left, right, up and down. This part 
of the ocean was filled, wall to wall and floor to ceiling, 
with sharks! The Shark Rodeo usually attracts about 
100 Blacktip and Caribbean Reef Sharks and we had 
drawn a standing room only crowd. It’s hard to count 
so many constantly moving sharks but everyone 

agreed the number was closer to 120. What a fantastic sight! 

The prospect of diving with sharks is something that crosses everyone’s mind when 
they take up the sport. Some of us look forward to seeing sharks with perhaps the tini- 
est bit of trepidation; others of us hope mostly to avoid them. Whatever your own feel- 
ings, the Walker’s Cay Shark Rodeo dive is a unique treat. If you want to see sharks, 
you won't get a chance like this anywhere else in the world. Where else could you safe- 
ly dive with upward of 100 sharks in an area about the size of a basketball court? If the 
thought of diving with sharks makes you squeamish, Shark Rodeo will probably allay 
your fears. No guests have ever been injured on these dives and everyone’s apprehen- 
sion evaporates quickly when they see the sharks are not in- 
terested in them as a food source. SDM TRAVEL 

Shark Rodeo was designed to prevent the sharks from as- AT A GLANCE 
sociating the bait with the divers. The bait in this case is a . 
frozen barrelful of fishheads referred to, naturally, as the opal Cay is best 
“chumsicle.” This chilly shark treat is suspended about ten “Nownfor: 
feet off the sandy bottom and the sharks are freeto munchon * oo ee 
ae ae ; sty ¢ Great coral reefs 
it without any human interaction. After the chumsicle isin. prolific fish life 
place, only a handful of sharks actively investigates or feeds at —»Tranquility 
any one time. The rest of the sharks swim leisurely around the 








rodeo grounds, where the divers can 
take a close look at them. 

Some fascinating facets of shark be- 
havior show up at Shark Rodeo. For in- 
stance, have you ever seen a shark 
yawn’? The sharks cruising the periphery 
do it occasionally. The motion resembles 
the lazy, powerful yawn of lions, starting 
near the shark’s dorsal fin and rippling 
forward, ending with the mouth wide 
open and those incredible jaws and teeth 
extended. Gary Adkison, the Walker’s 
Cay dive manager, says sharks yawn fre- 
quently and, when one shark yawns it 
can start a chain reaction, similar to the 
way one yawning person can set offa 
whole room full of yawns. 

As the sharks swim by you can also 
see how their eyes resemble those of a 
cat and how their noses are covered 
with small pits containing ampullae of 
Lorenzini. This unique organ allows 
sharks to detect the minute electro- 
magnetic pulses caused by the move- 
ments of their prey. Shark Rodeo is such 
a unique opportunity to view these mag- 
nificent creatures that several major uni- 
versities and aquariums are conducting 
long term studies at Walker’s Cay. Many 
of the sharks have been marked with 
digital tags that allow an electronic roll 
call to be taken for the studies. 

WALKER’S Cay UNDERSEA ADVEN- 
TURES: | really enjoyed diving at Walker's 
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diving possible. 









divers who come to the 
Cayman Islands seek extraordinary 
scuba experiences. That's why Divi and 
Peter Hughes Dive Tiara have combined 
to offer service, reliability and the best 


Cay and it wasn’t just because the 
sharks were such a kick. The people 
there make diving fun. Manager Gary 
Adkison and assistant manager Barry 
Albury are one of the best teams in div- 
ing. Both have an infectious enthusiasm 
that gets everyone up right from the start. 
They both know Walker’s Cay’s under- 


ar 35. All three boats are — 
towels, marine heads, 
dry storage areas and 
't expect to spend 
though, because 
ithin 10 to 20 minutes — 


water life like no one else and excel at 
sharing it with you. Leroy “Snoopy” 
Cooper is an SSI instructor and also han- 
dies boats with casual expertise. Dive- 
masters Philio Russell and Tony Thomas 
make sure you Nave a good dive and 
seem to have eyes in the back of their 
heads when it comes to spotting prob- 
lems before they happen. Ellias Miller is a 
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*Packages include one trip per stay. 
Additional trips are available at discounted 
rates. All trips are weather permitting. 

**Package price quoted is per person, based 
on double occupancy and includes daily 
breakfast, dinner, and all taxes and service 
charges on package features. Package is 
valid until 12/19/97 and includes three 
daytime boat dives as scheduled. 


(800) 367-3484 


Local Phone (919) 419-3484 





divemaster in training. 

Dive instruction Is available from resort 
course through the PADI Instructor 
Development Course. Even the Instruc- 
tor Evaluation is given right on the island. 
Gary is a qualified instructor for SSI, PA- 
DI, YMCA and IDEA, so, whatever your 
preference, you can find it at Walker’s. 

DivING THE REEFs: The reefs at 
Walker’s Cay are distinctly different from 
other coral reefs. The living reef grows on 
top of a fossil coral reef that created a 
huge limestone buttress over the thou- 
sands of years since the last ice age. Full 
of meandering crevices and caverns, 
these ancient structures provide many 
places where you Can actually swim 
through the reef. Topping the fossil sub- 
strate is a veneer of living coral, with 
many beautiful colonies of both hard and 
soft corals. A Brain Coral formation nine 
feet in diameter sits on the edge of the 
reef at Coral Gardens, having begun its 
life there before the Declaration of 
Independence was signed. The sur- 
rounding reef is home to a resident 
Loggerhead Turtle, along with many 
groupers, Surgeonfish and jacks. White 
Hole is another great dive along a wall of 
coral. AS you swim past the golden Elk- 
horn Coral near the surface, the reef 
opens up, with many entrances inviting 
exploration. Sootted Eagle Rays and soli- 
tary Blacktips cruise across the sandy 





FEATURING: 

* 50 Dive Sites- walls, reefs, wrecks 

* 5 custom designed Dive Boats 

¢ 2 Islands with daily trips to Little Cayman’ 
¢ 3, 2, 1 daytime boat dives per day 

¢ Night dives 

¢ PADI 5 STAR dive and photo center 
All-inclusive packages available 

70 ay le air-conditioned guestrooms 
Palm lined beach with freshwater pool, 


tennis, volleyball, snorkeling, paddleboats 
or gamefishing 


Special discount packages for single travelers 
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(1) ohiap. . Stay aor or more ae aot cer ? utd sei cau qualifying 
es, or an upgrade to PADI Advanced Open Water Diver, absolutely free! 


¢ Deluxe Air-conditioned Room 
* Room Taxes & Gratuities 
¢ Complimentary Arrival and 
Departure Dives pending Flight 
‘Schedules and Safety 
¢ Breakfast/Dinner Daily 


e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


internet: http:/ /www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm ° ‘http: / ihe walkers Sy! 
_ANEAL WATSON’S UNDERSEA ADVENTURES AFFILIATE a 


Toll Free US. 
800-513-5257 


In Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 


. WALKER S CAY B 
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with Nassau Scuba Centre 


Our friendly and professional staff will 
treat you to a variety of dramatic wall 
and wreck diving, high voltage shark 

feeds and beautiful coral gardens 

from our spacious custom dive boats. 
Packages include four boat dives per day 
in a relaxing out-island atmosphere. 


Call for our variety of all inclusive 
Dive, Hotel and Air Packages 


888-962-7728 


US Fax: (954) 462-4100 

Ph: (242) 362-1964 

Fax: (242) 362-1198 
http://www.nealwatson.com/nassau.htm 
http://www.nassau-scuba-centre.com 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


e-mail: dive@nassau-scuba-centre.com 
P.O. Box 21766 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
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HOTEL AND MARINA 
ABaco, BaHaMas 


WALL TO WALL SHARKS! 


sections between the coral ridges. 
Caribbean Reef Sharks are often seen 
resting motionless on the bottom at 
Shark Alley but you are also likely to see 
colorful Queen Triggerfish, Queen 
Angelfish, Yellowfin Groupers, Banded 
Butterflyfish and scores of other fish. Not 
far away, two ocean going tugboats 
called the Dorothy H. and the Esther K. 
have been sunk in about 100 feet of wa- 
ter and provide ghostly wreck dives. 


WALKER’S CAY 
HOTEL AND MARINA 
} suspect that everyone who spends a few 
days at Walker's Cay starts to feel as if they 
ewn the place. Although it is only 140 miles 
from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, loaiwped $ Cay | is 
the sort of isolated tropical island you righ’ 
buy if you won the lo lottery. in fact, the ‘alan dt | is 











privately ov by - Alple anaip, who has — 
tuned into: a ve ‘y appealing resort. Within ee : 





room hotel three villas, “dap maa and a 75 
Slip marina. : 
= island can b fe vanes sree one endto 








pearis like to inger © on the iene ribbon of 
Longa Iti ip 8p wont derfully ~- you ean oe 

ge eabirds easniig themselves | in the shallow 

_ water. If you tire of the white sand, there are 
two pools, one salt and one fresh, and a spa. 

Luneh is served in the Lobster Trap, a ca- 
sual restaurant 0 overlooking the marina. 
Guigcpresi oes di age are -_* in eng loca 


















: Fresh selene is ‘the sg a At the meine” 
is excellent. 


The whole area is a living marine trea- 
sure and Adkison has been campaigning 
for several years for park designation, 
backed by the support of residents and 
local fishermen. Hopefully the Walker’s 
Cay reefs will Soon be given the protec- 
tion of official national park status by The 
Bahamas government. 

TRAVEL INFORMATION: Getting to 
Walker's is easy and fun. Service is pro- 
vided by Pan Am Air Bridge, which oper- 
ates a fleet of twin turbine amphibious 
airplanes from the north side of the Ft. 
Lauderdale International Airport. The Pan 
Am mini terminal is the perfect antidote 








to the crowded concourses and hectic 
pace of large airports. Here you can en- 
joy the personal service of a small, pro- 
fessional operation with the best safety 





record in the business. When the plane 
lands in the clear water at Walker’s Cay, 
your vacation has started. 

U.S. citizens need a passport or a cer- 
tified birth certificate and photo ID to en- 
ter The Bahamas. U.S. and Bahamas 
money are interchangeable and the elec- 
tricity on Walker’s Cay is the same as the 
U.S. standard. Dress is island casual. 

Walker’s Cay Undersea Adventures Is 
an affiliate of Neal Watson Undersea 
Adventures, which makes booking easy. 
One call to (800) 513-5257 will get you the 
best deals available for each segment of 
your travel. Outside the U.S., call (954) 
462-3400 or fax (954) 462-4100. You can 
also get more information on Walker’s Cay 
Undersea Adventures by writing to P.O. 
Box 21766, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335. The 
e-mail address is nealwatson@aol.com 
and you can find Walker’s Cay on the 
Internet at http:// www.nealwatson. 
com/walkers.htm. = 
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Dive Notes_~ Os 
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CELEBRATE MATANGI ISLAND RESORT’S 
10TH ANNIVERSARY: Fiji’'S northern group 
of islands offers one of the most pristine 
destinations in the South Pacific—the 
250 acre private island of Matangi. 

The Douglas family has extended a 
special offer to celebrate Matangi’s 10th 
anniversary. Come spend seven nights 
and dive five days in Fiji’s pristine waters. 
This offer includes watertaxi transfer 
round-trip.to the resort, seven nights ina 
deluxe beachfront bure, all meals and 
snacks, nonalcoholic beverages, 10 
dives and a free afternoon dive for 
$1,550 per person. Call U.S. represen- 
tatives Molly or Linda at (888) MATANGI 
(628-2644) for a free brochure. = 





Dive St. Lucia 
the Wyndham Way. * 


operation to offer the ideal Dive Resort option 
in St. Lucia at an unbeatable price. 


ST. LUCIA Call (800) 327-8150 


Local (954) 462-3400 ° Fax (954) 462-4100 
http://www.nealwatson.com/stlucia.htm 
E-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 





A Neal Watson's Undersea Adventures Affiliate 
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Freeport, Bahamas 
Outrageous 


Dives 


The only 

ocean front 
resort in 
Freeport 

with a 

Dive shop 

on the premises! 


3 day/2 nt 


pkgs dis 


$165: 


800-327-8150 
XANADU 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


Xanadu Undersea 
Adventures offers up to 
4 dives daily including 
night dives, wrecks, 
hand feeding sharks, 
walls, instruction & 
rental. Enjoy our 
private beach, pool, 
tennis. We're minutes 
from golf, casino & 
shopping. 


a RESORT AND MARINA 


(954) 462-3400 
(954) 462-4100 (Fax) 
(242) 352-3811 
P.O. Box 21766, 


' Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL 33335 
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FREEPORT, GRAND BAHAMA 
A Neal Watson's Undersea Adventure Affiliate 
http://www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.htm 
www.xanadudive.com ° or e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
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BELIZE AGGRESSOR III 
(Continued from Page 28) 


fer the standard 110 volt electrical cur- 
rent that Americans are used to and have 
a quality and style that make U.S. visitors 
feel comfortable and at home. 

Without doubt, the Belize Aggressor III 
provides an unmatched way to discover 
the pleasures of diving the wonderful life- 
filled reefs that meander for hundreds of 
miles along the Belize coastline. 

The newest Aggressor to serve the 
area, the Aggressor IIl is a 110 foot long, 
22 foot wide, 1,000 hp diesel powered 
ship with an incredible 1,600 mile cruising 
range. Its onboard watermaking capacity 
is 1,800 gallons per day. Completely air- 
conditioned with full length keel and stabi- 
lizer system, it provides calm, cool com- 
fort for up to 18 divers in nine staterooms, 
each with private bath, individual climate 
control and TV/VCR. 

Meals are served in the dining area, 
there is a separate entertainment salon. 
slides can be viewed here on built-in light 
boxes (E-6 processing is available). 
Outdoors, there’s a large sundeck and 
hottub. 

Meals are served in the salon and are 
something special indeed. There’s an 
early morning snack just before the first 
dive of the day. Then, there’s a hot, full 





breakfast, a hot lunch, alate afternoon 
snack and a sumptuous dinner. Choices 
are healthy and plentiful, with lots of fresh 
vegetables, pastas, chicken and fish, 


AGGRESSOR CRUISES 


JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU L’AVENTURES 1997 
Sail with Jean-Michel Cousteau 


RE AGES August 2 to 9 cooked in a combination of styles, includ- 
Fiji Aggressor August 9 to 16 ; rea 
Okeanos Aggressor October 18 to 27 ing American, European and local Creole. 


As a diving support vehicle, the Belize 
Aggressor Ill is laid out perfectly. Each 
diver has a personal, below seat storage 
space for gear and wetsuit drying is just 
above. The crew fills—with air or EANx 


Jean-Michel Cousteau/Team Nikonos 
Turks & Caicos Aggressor June 14 to 21 
Cayman Aggressor Ill August 23 to 30 


JIM CHURCH/STAN WATERMAN 


1997 PHOTO COURSES : Fore 
Okeanos Aggressor (nitrox), dependent upon the individual 
July 5 to 14 diver’s preference and qualifications— 
Palau Aggressor I! and maintains scuba systems to be 
October 5 to 12 , 
ae ; ready at anytime. Divers can simply slip 
ruk Aggressor 
Oetcoar tai 49 into their gear, step off the twin ladder 


dive platform and be in the water in mo- 


1997 JIM CHURCH PHOTO COURSES ments. Camera prep tables are centrally 


vai emis Seager ts located near dive gear and a large cam- 
August 9 to 16 ; 
% era/rinse bin sits at the top of the dive 
Fiji Aggressor latt 
October 25 to November 1 Platiorm. 


If you’re Atlantis 1 rebreather certified, 


1797 Sie Fern ETD COUNSE® you'll be please to hear the Belize 


noes aiethig Aggressor Ili nas units for rental. You can 
Viste CobensAgeenor also take a course and learn how to use 
November 1 to 8 them. 


Best of all is the diving itself. Aggressor 


1997 STAN WATERMAN PHOTO COURSES III's crew has years of experience diving 











aon the complex system of cayes and 

Piji Aperessor reeflines that run along Belize’s long 
September 6 to 13. coastline and the ship’s charter schedule 
Belize Aggressor Ii (Saturday to Saturday), provides five and 
December 6 to 13 a half days of unlimited diving, with night 


dives available almost every evening. 
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In a Fiji Forbes Laucala world, you get to 
experience paradise without a limitation in sight! 





Experience Paradise 
tvithout Boundaries... 


A t Foroes Magazine’s Laucala (La-tha-la) Island, you are treated to 
a world of space and choices beyond compare. All wrapped 
in the friendly and warm Fijian hospitality that itself knows no bounds. 

Our full service dive operation will cater to your every need...there are no 


time tables or schedules. You decide cn 


when and we'll take you to over thirty 
MAGAZINE‘’S 


FIJI ISLAND 








world class dive sites nearby our spectac- 
ular island located in the Northern Group 
of the Fiji Islands. If you don’t want to dive, 
you can fish, windsurf, snorkel, play tennis or do nothing at all. Anytime. 
Your accommodations, a private bure, is located on the beach and features 
all the modern comforts and conveniences you will need. Our staff will 
prepare your meals, make up your bure and cater to your special requests. 


Fiji Forbes Laucata 


1-800-FORBES-5 


Outside U.S. Phone (719) 379-3263 or fax (719) 379-3266 
Address: P.O. Box 149, Ft. Garland, CO 81133 
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Most diving is done off Lighthouse Reef, 
with other dives near the Turneffe 
Islands and Glover’s Reef. 

The most popular dive in the Turneffe 
Islands is a wall Known as The Elbow. It 
starts in about 60 feet of water and, be- 
Cause it is on the extreme southern tip of 
the reef, where there are often currents, 
life is profuse. On the craggy wall are 
sponges and seafans that feed in the 
moving water. Fish are everywhere, with 
schools of grunts, spadefish, Snappers 
and jacks usually seen. 

On Lighthouse Reef, perhaps Belize’s 
favorite dive area, there are many different 
sites, some 33 different ones on the 
Aggressor’s list. One of the best is Half 
Moon Caye Wall, just a couple hundred 
yards off the Half Moon Caye bird sanctu- 
ary. The wall drops off in only 45 feet of 
water and is marked with many canyons, 
overhangs and prominences. On the 
landward side is a pure white sand flat that 
becomes a huge eel grass bed. Schools 
of Horse-eye Jacks congregate along the 
wall face and Southern Stingrays lie in the 
sand. In the grass bed are many Hog 
Snappers and French Angels. Eagle Rays 
cruise the entire area. 

In front of the pier at Half Moon Caye Is 
an interesting snorkel site. In a coral, sand 
and grass covered area, in only a few feet 
of water, large numbers of Nurse Sharks 
and Southern Stingrays congregate. 


/ )onaire is one ofthe world’s top 





guided deep dive, divers drop down the 
decle E re LS sides past 100 feet. Along the walls, 
‘ No.of Cruise huge stalactites hang down in the soft, 
essel Length Divers Length Price* blue light. 
es tomenes ; $1,195 For a chance to dive some of the most 
ly te exotic waters in the Caribbean, put the 
Belize Aggressor fil| 110’ $1595 Belize Aggressor Ill on your “must do” 
Belize list. It’s a fascinating venture in comfort- 
Cayman $1,495 able surroundings—surprisingly close to 
Aggressor Ill home. For more information or reserva- 
Bele tes tions, contact the Aggressor Fleet at P.O. 
oy Agstomer”” : Box 1470, Morgan City, LA 70381-1470; 
Shiaiabes 7 (800) 348-2628, (504) 385-2628, fax 
Agmessors Wi ee days)} (004) 384-0817. You can e-mail di- 
Ecuador ) vboat@aol.com or 103261.1275@com- 
Kona Aggressor fl | 80 : puserve.com or visit the Web site at 
ee otf SS ||) |= WWw.aggressor.com. * 


Costa Rich . 
Palau Aggressor He 


*Special cruises, such as those with Jean-Michel Cousteau, Stan 
Waterman or Jim Church, cost more but there are also cruises offered at 
discount rates—ask when you book! **In operation starting July |, 1997. 


Perhaps the area’s most fascinating 
dive is at the nearby Blue Hole. On the 
top of the reef flat, this huge hole sinks 
straight down hundreds of feet. Ona 


oft Ni 
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gl 4 ce i 4 
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4 Nig hts * World Class Macro Photography 


"Terai wd da see teed Sesh Bankr, Hee fon ioe eee 
are over 50 incredible dive sites, With i its gently PER NIGHT, PER PERSON, DOUBLE OCCUPANCY | ® Unlimited Shore Diving 
- slopine ree fand Mac ificent coral and wine eG Price quoted for four (4) night stays per * Unlimited airfills (for shore diving) 


res wore diving becomes an 


person, based on double occupancy and t : 
able is valid until December 19, 1997. Price » Superior, deluxe, and studio 


includes air-conditioned accommodations i 
oe , Peter Hugs: Dive Bonaire and one : in : Plesk pata apart Hatafers accommodations 
and all taxes and service charges on the F 
0 the Paibheus most complete underwater package features. * Two repowered & refurbished 


: hic facilities will enhance your divin 
sec — Flamingo Beach ‘ieh ia 


| Casino. ales ae its vg best. 








dive boats 


(800) 367-3484 


Local Phone (919) 419-3484 
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~ BAYMAN BAY CLUB I 


Guanaja Honduras 









Dive into Nature e Snorkeling ° Fish & Coral 
Jungle Sounds e Island Hikes e Kayaks 


} CALL 1-800-524-1823 © Fax 954-572-1902 
x 


Reefs. Ruins & Rainforests | 


Website : www.baymanbayclub.com 
E-mail: reservations@baymanbayclub.com 
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Looking for some new Spots 
Try the Carib Inn and Bonaire! 
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CARIB 


P.O. Box 68 ¢ Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 
Telephone (011) 599-7-8819 
Fax (011) 599-7-5295 


Reservations — 8am - 5pm daily. FAX 24 hours 
E-mail: 75317.667@compuserve.com 
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SOUTHPOINT DIVERS 
(Continued from Page 53) 


cluding a completely dry forward cabin, 
carpeting, overhead storage and more. 
The jet drive build, without exposed 
props, not only provides diver safety but 
also enhances access and maneuver- 
ability in shallow waters. The Manta re- 
cently joined Southpoint Diver Ill, a Pro 
42 already in service in Southpoint’s 
fleet. Both boats feature SECURUS 
hang kits and an all instructor crew. 

As the island’s only PADI Five Star 
IDC Center, Southpoint has continually 
focused on delivering the best of Key 
West to its guests. This includes not only 
daily reef and wreck trips, instruction, 
certification and retail sales through the 
center’s two Duval Street locations but 
also some unique side orders to en- 
hance the Key West menu. The eco- 
snorkel tour features two hours of water 
time at two different locations, with an 
orientation highlighting the reefs and 
ecosystem and a fish ID chart for refer- 
ence while touring. Snorkel equipment is 
included in the cost. To complement 
reef tours, kayak treks among the man- 
grove stands provide an acquaintance 
with estuary life, including exotic water- 
birds, tiny crustaceans and larger ani- 
mals, such as turtles and rays. 

Personalizing vacation packages is 
Southpoint’s specialty, with accommo- 
dations arranged anywhere on the is- 
land. Duval Gardens, a short walk from 
the shop, is typical of the restored Vic- 
torian homes now serving as fine bed 
and breakfast inns. Upscale hotels in- 
clude the Hyatt Key West Resort and 
Marina (where Southpoint’s fleet is 
docked), historic Casa Marina or the 
Marriott's oceanfront resort, where 
guests of Duval Gardens may enjoy 
membership privileges. 

Value is a unique feature of South- 
point’s service, with divers earning 
American Airlines frequent flyer miles— 
500 for each three dives and 1,000 for 
each five dives. Southpoint also includes a 
super coupon book with each booking, 
offering substantial savings on local at- 
tractions and eateries. But along with all of 
this value you'll find a highly professional 
operation and consistent, quality service, 
a winning combination that led to this 
shop being chosen the best in the city. 

Southpoint delivers Key West in style, 
with value, safety, comfort and a reliable 
network of professionals to plan your va- 
cation from beginning to end. So adda 
lot of variety and a little whimsy to your 
next dive vacation with Key West’s 
unique adventure, excitement and natu- 
ral beauty. Contact Southpoint Divers for 
more information at (800) 891-DIVE, 
(805) 292-9778 or visit them in Key West 
at 714 and/or 535 Duval Street. = 












You can be one of the first to 
dive what promises to be the 
hottest new liveaboard product 
in 1998. Aboard Mike Ball’s new 
flagship Paradise Sport you can 
access Papua New Guinea’s 
(PNG’s) best diving. 


Exciting New Adventures 
PNG’s best concentrations of 
big fish action, rare exotic 
species and wreck diving are 
found in three different 
locations. 


Choose MILNE BAY for PNG’s 
best biodiversity. If photograph- 
ing rare exotic marine life ex- 
cites you there are mantis 
shrimp, blue ribbon eels, flam- 
boyant cuttlefisn, ghostpipe 
fish, lacy scorpionfish anda 
host of other creatures. 


Choose KAVIENG, PNG’s 
Pelagic Capital, if you prefer the 
excitement of “big fish action” 
or being eye to eye with large 
silver tip sharks. 


Choose the WRECK SPECIAL 
for spectacular reef and wreck 


“You ll be delighted you 
chose Paradise Sport in 
Papua New Guinea” -mike Ball 


diving from Milne Bay to Lae. 
Includes B17 Bomber “Black- 
jack”, the S’ Jacob an armed 
freighter plus the Kotoko Maru 
and the Yokohama Maru. 


Australia’s finest boat 

builder is contracted to build 
Paradise Sport. We've incor- 
porated suggestions from 
thousands of previous guests to 
make Paradise Sport the world’s 
best. Her 100 ft x 33 ft design 
gives you and 19 other divers 
unequaled comfort, space and 
stability. A cruising speed of 16 
Knots allows unique itineraries. 
Paradise Sport has a huge dive 
deck with nitrox facilities, bounti- 
ful camera storage plus a photo 
and video lab The “Paradise 
Lounge” is designed for video 
and slide presentations. Choose 
the dedicated dining room (that 
seats all guests) or alfresco deck 
for sumptuous dining. Admire 
PNG’s spectacular scenery from 
the unique forward observation 
deck or the upper sundeck. 


Paradise Suites 
170 sq. ft. (Spoil yourself). King 


Paradise Sport - Combining the best diving and best vessel in PNG. 














Mike Ball GUARANTEE. 


Be delighted or get another trip 


FREE! To be eligible for 


guarantee you must quote MBG 
when booking. 





size bed, large bathroom, large 
windows, TV, VCR, library, plus 
private camera workstation. 


BONUS Nitrox Safety 

Extra Value. Extra Safety. Book 
now for Free Nitrox training or 
Free Nitrox fills (value $150). 
Call Carol at 1-888-MIKE-BALL 
before August 30, 1997 for free 
Nitrox service (Nitrox recom- 
mended for remote location 
multiple diving). 


Limited Space 

Most expedition dates are al- 
ready booked with dive shop 
groups...Act now to secure 
space with Free Nitrox service 
and Mike Ball Guarantee. 









1998 RATES FROM 
7 nights $1840, 8 nights 
$2146, 10 nights $2376 
excluding airfare. 








1888 MIKE BALL 
Fax 520-556-9598 
NEW web site 
http://www.mikeball.com 
email: OzDive@aol.com 


2661 GV/dS © 








STINGRAY CITY 
(Continued from Page 20) 


First time visitors may find the spectacle 
bewildering and downright chaotic but, in 
actuality, it is really a lot of fun. Even after 
countless dives with these stingrays , | 
still find them amazing. They are a blast 
to photograph and can be astonishingly 
gentle, allowing themselves to be 
touched and even supported by out- 
stretched arms. The feel of their soft un- 
derbellies is strikingly similar to velvet. 

Since the discovery of Stingray City ten 
years ago, the rays have forever changed 
in our perception. Once we thought of 
them as fearsome beasts, now we see 
them as graceful, benign creatures. 
While divers most often visit Stingray 
City, at nearby Sandbar snorkelers have 
the same opportunities for safe, full con- 
tact encounters in water as shallow as 
three feet. 

seven days a week, 365 days a year, 
the extraordinary ritual of diver meets ray 
happens like clockwork. Often, before 
the first person can enter the crystalline 
water, the rays have gathered in large 
numbers below the boat’s swim plat- 
form. Back in 1987, when divemasters 
first began feeding the rays, there were 
between 10 and 14. Now there are more 
than eight dozen. 
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This “petting zoo free-for-all” is an in- 
triguing phenomenon. It is not the natu- 
ral behavior of a wild ray, let alone sever- 
al dozen of them. Most stingrays are 
wary solitary hunters, spending their 
time searching for food on the ocean 
floor and trying not to become a meal 
themselves. The rays in North Sound 
move about in large aggregations, seek- 
ing handouts from any visitor willing to 
enter the water. 

The reason for this behavior is no mys- 
tery. For more than five decades, local 
fishermen have anchored in the North 
Sound’s protected waters at the end of 
the day to clean their catch. The rays dis- 
covered the discarded scraps of fish and, 
through a form of classical conditioning, 
learned that following the vessels would 
provide an easy feast. 

In the early days of diving North Wall, 
the first deep dive was followed by a 
surface interval at this same sheltered 
area. Using this time to snorkel, Pat 
Kenney and Jay Ireland of Bob Soto’s 
Diving, Ltd., noticed the rays’ attraction 
to their boat. They became intrigued by 
the possibilities of interacting with the 
rays and began experimenting in the 
early part 1986. According to Pat, 
“Nobody knew much about the behav- 
ior of these things, so we really didn’t 
Know what to expect.” 

Because of the serrated, razor sharp 


spine (sometimes up to six inches long) 
near the base of the whip-like tail, the 
stingray was considered a creature to 
avoid. But, to Pat and Jay’s surprise, 
they found these rays could be handfed 
and, more amazingly, actually handled. 

Until the summer of 1987, still unsure 
of the rays’ behavior, only Pat and Jay 
did the feeding. Soon word began to 
spread. More and more divers tried feed- 
ing the friendly stingrays. 

Over the years, the rays of both 
Stingray City and Sandbar have become, 
perhaps, the single most celebrated and 
filmed underwater site on the globe; ap- 
pearing in virtually every sport diving mag- 
azine in the U.S., Europe and Japan. The 
phenomenon has even been a cover sto- 
ry for National Geographic (January 
1989), with a segment appearing on its 
TV series Geographic Explorer. To say the 
least, the rays have rubbed fin tips with 
the most comprehensive list of famous 
U/W cinematographers and photogra- 
phers in the diving industry—Stan Water- 
man, Jack McKenney, Marty Snyderman, 
Howard Hall, David Doubilet, Stephen 
Frink, Rick Frehsee and more. 

Of course, underwater photogra- 
phers/cinematographers are not the only 
ones who come here. Watersport opera- 
tions of all types make daily feeding ses- 
sions with the rays an integral part of their 
service. In 1996, more than one-half mil- 


Anas “f Revillagisede.) the last 
ee cealovell diving legend of Mexico. 
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groups Ew eve | private charters welcome. 


Call for BS LO) of = live-aboard info } 


Suites 


www.amigosdelmar.com 


1-800-344-3349 


(310) 459-9861. FAX : (310) 454-1686 
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lion divers and snorkelers visited the rays. 
That adds up to an average of more than 
1,000 people a day! 

Stingrays eat a variety of mollusks, 
crustaceans and, on occasion, small fish. 
Their eyes are on top of their heads; their 
mouths and nostrils are underneath. 
Because of this, a ray never actually sees 
what it eats. It locates its prey by means of 
a finely tuned sense of smell and touch 
and a set of receptors capable of detect- 
ing the faint electro-magnetic field emitted 
by all living creatures. Once the stingray 
has detected its target, It sucks it into its 
mouth and crushes It with a pair of power- 
ful grinding plates. Speaking from experi- 
ence, getting a finger caught in a sting- 
ray’s mouth is a bit like having your fingers 
caught inadoor. More commonisa 
stingray hickey—expect some good na- 
tured ribbing from your dive buddies. 

Some worry that this popular en- 
counter between human and ray will in- 
advertently damage the rays’ natural abil- 
ity to forage for themselves. Take heart; 
according to most biologists, rays are 
opportunistic feeders. As long as the 
food is there they will stay; should the 
food start to disappear they will simply 
move on to other grounds. 


GETTING TO GRAND CAYMAN 


Traveling to Grand Cayman couldn’t be 
any. easier. Flying from Miami, via the Cay- 
man Island I's flag —, Gayman Airways, 








takes little more than an hour. The airtine al- 
so offers direct flights from Houston, Or- 


_ Jando, Tampa and Atlanta. 





If you intend to visit the rays of Stingray 
City or Sandbar, remember, we are visi- 
tors in their realm; handle them gently 
and treat them with respect. It is seldom 
the marine world offers an intimate expe- 
rience of this sort, where diver and sea 
creature can make contact without fear 
of harm or retribution. 

Happy birthday, Stingray City, and 
many, many more! = 





~Don’tLet Your _ 
Gear Be a Drag... 
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4 Experience the Recon 7 
| Nature Designed, where you can- 
snorkel or dive with friendly 


| dolphins on the world’s second 


_ largest barrier reef, visit the 
i Roatan Museum and the Roatan 


ustitute for. Marine Sciences, a 
unique learning center for 


adults and_ children... or 


| immerse yourself in the natural — 


: beauty of Roatan. 
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BECOME A PROFESSIONAL DIVER! 
| « Surface Air/Mixed Gas Diving 
» Hyperbaric Chamber Operation 
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Above: Stuart Cove’s 
Dive South Ocean. The 
property was trans- 
formed into an old 
fishing village for the 
movie, Flipper. Many 
of the movie’s struc- 
tures remain. Right: 
South Ocean Golf and 
Beach Resort pool 
area. Below: Stuart and 
Michelle Cove amid a 
sea of swirling sharks. 


hy, 


i, 
‘Ss 3 
J i, 


ive South 


Ocean 


EXTREME ADVENTURE, 
EXTREMELY EASY 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 


tuart and Michelle Cove’s motto should be 

“Extreme Adventure, Extremely Easy.” They 
make it easy for divers to have fun with the latest in 
high tech gear. At Dive South Ocean, you can 
choose your own adventure. Ever wished you 
could zoom effortlessly through the water as 
graceful as a dolphin—a living coral wall on one 
side and the deep blue ocean on the other? How 
about gliding silently along a wreck using a sophis- 
ticated semi-closed circuit rebreather? Have you 
wanted to expand your photography skills with an 
ultra wide angle lens? These adventures and many 
more await you at Dive South Ocean in Nassau. 

SWIMMING WITH SHARKS: Naturally, the Shark 
Adventure is one of the most popular attractions at 
Stuart Cove’s. The first half of this adventure takes 

place on Shark Wall, where you share a 
swim on a real reef with real sharks. There is 
nothing contrived about this experience— 
it’s an opportunity to see sharks behaving 

naturally in their natural habitat. The other part 

of the adventure is the Shark Feed, which will 

give you an unforgettable close-up look at these 
magnificent creatures. 

All diving at Dive South Ocean is conducted with 
environmental conservation in mind. The bait is all 
natural and Stuart uses only the fish heads and car- 

casses that would otherwise be thrown out by lo- 

cal fish houses and restaurants. The Shark 

Adventure is more than just thrills, too. You'll 
learn many fascinating things about sharks 








and you can earn the PADI Shark 
Awareness certification. The course is 
easy, with the academics on video. 

HIGH TECH SAMPLER: Dive South 
Ocean was the world’s first resort to of- 
fer rebreathers and it has four Drager 
Atlantis | semi-closed circuit rebreathers 
available. You can take the introductory 
course or the full rebreather certification 
course. 

The use of nitrox in sport diving has 
been growing steadily as divers realize 
its benefits. Although nitrox can extend 
your no decompression bottom time if 
you dive according to a nitrox table or 
computer, many dive nitrox as an addi- 
tional buffer against decompression 
~ sickness. Using nitrox with air tables or 
an air computer puts you farther from 
the potential danger of unwanted bub- 
bles than using air. Of course there are 
some special considerations, Such as 
the maximum operating depth for the 
percentage of oxygen contained in each 
mixture, So a certification course is re- 
quired. At Dive South Ocean, you can 
get your certification at the beginning of 
your trip and enjoy the benefits of nitrox 
for the rest of your dives. 

Another recent Stuart Cove innovation 
is Wall Flying with Apollo AV-1 underwa- 
ter scooters. Sixteen of these diver 
propulsion vehicles are ready to take you 
on an underwater flight you won't forget. 
Most divers only need a couple of min- 
utes to get comfortable with steering the 
scooter and then away they goina 
streak of yellow. 

Dozens OF Dive Sites : Sharks are by 
no means the only attraction at Dive 
South Ocean. There are many excellent 
dive sites, such as Fansea Purple, a 
shallow reef thick with gently waving 
ourple seafans, tall Star Coral heads and 
swarms of tropical fish. Round Star 
Coral heads are so numerous along the 
edge of the wall that local fishermen call 
another area Pumpkin Patch. The 
heads are easily visible 40 feet down and 
from there the reef drops off precipitous- 
ly. The Willaurie is a 130 foot freighter 
that was sunk in 55 feet of water in 1989 
and now sports a nice growth of corals 
and sponges. The Bahama Mama is 
another artificial reef, sunk in 1995 in on- 
ly 40 feet on a Sandy bottom. Sharks, 
Spadefish, jacks and schools of tiny 
Silversides have already made them- 
selves at home on the Bahama Mama. 
The Tunnel Wall is another site you 
shouldn’t miss. This is a relatively shal- 
low reef with tunnels cut into the side. 
It’s not the sort of thing you need special 
cave diving experience for but the mean- 
dering tunnels make an unusual dive. 
Oasis is a deep wall dive on the north 
side of the island that is great when the 
wind conditions are right. There is a tow- 

(Continued on Page 103) 
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Whether you're a seasoned diver, just got certifiedor 
are looking for a premier training facility, Don Foster’s 
is the place. The staff is professional, put they still know 
how to make things fun and exciting. Let Don Foster’s 
handle your next dive vacation and all you'll have to do 
is relax and enjoy the spectacular views. 


| ai | Don Foster's is proudto announce = 
| ae wand Cayman | our partnership with this popular 
eee 4 Sebel 3 | 7 Mile Beach hotel. Our full service © 
st ree | dive & retail shop offers a variety.of 
| | watersports activities. Our boat 
| | depart directly from the beac 
| | all packages include ada 

breakiast—a divers favo 


Don Foster's continues its 
respected tradition of providing a 
fun and safe dive experience for 
each guest. The Radisson’s 
appealing new look is “diver 
friendly” and invites guests to 
return again. ..and again. 


from our Royal Palms Beach 
headquarters, you're never more 
than 15 minutes away from any 

7 Mile Beach dive site! 


PHONE: (972) 722-2535 « fax: (972) 722-651... 
E-mail: dfdus@airmail.net . — 
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¢ High quality standardized instruction 
for over 30 years. 

e Career Placement Service 

¢ Facilities located worldwide: 


NTERNATIONAL 


MOVE INTO THE FUTURE 














) BECOME A PDIC 
te menuar, SCUBA INSTRUCTOR 
desta Worldwide Write or call for the 


Instructor Training Facility nearest you. 
PDIC International 
P.O. Box 3633, , Scranton, PA. 18505 
PHONE : (717) 342-1480 ¢ FAX: (717) 342-1276 


http : //www.sealutions.com/pdic B 
For more information or comments, Q 
E-MAIL us at PDICMM@delphi.com 2 
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- orty miles off the north coast 
of Honduras, between the 
| wi : A ‘ : Sees Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of 
| moe GU 7 Ue 4 me WES yo Honduras, lie Utila, Roatan and 
| . 7 : eee Guanaja—the Bay Islands of 
| oe a ee oe. bdeeeeewme Honduras. Guanaja, the tallest, 
| = 1L EAA ip ff 33 Pat ae ee §8«6wWAS Originally called Pine Island 
| CPU Ge Yee ess eer |) “eee §=by Columbus owing to the abun- 
: « é Fig dant Caribbean pines that thrive 
there. The population of Guanaja 
is approximately 10,000 people, 
the majority of whom live in 
| oo ‘ F as Bonacca, a town built on stilts 
| LY \ i Ae over the sea. While noted for its 
aa broad-leafed, lowland forests and 

in peaks, this region also hosts more than 

, many in Bayman Bay. And, an indige- 

pecies of green parrot is also seen in 





= sid __ Bayman Bay Club is owned by Thomas and 
Background: A school pe as __ Linda Fouke. It resembles a romantic Swiss _ 
of Blue Chromis flows Be wT mil: obinson hi , 
over a lush reef. Top: 4: so r 
Wooden walkways 
lead to the Bayman 
Bay dock area. Right: 
Cottages are nestled in 
the foliage along the 
shore awaiting modern 
day castaways. 








Well, as dive hotels go we have been around for a while. 
Yet we've always welcomed divers of every certification 
level. If you’re a beginner you'll find our instructors ready 
and willing to help you take 
the first steps to becoming an 
open-water diver. Advanced divers love Sunset House 
for the excitement of all-day, three tank diving on some of 


the most remote walls of Grand Cayman. All of our guests, 


though, rave about the no-hassle, unlimited shore diving 
right off the hotel’s back yard. And you might not believe it, 
but some folks say there’s more to a vacation than just diving. 
So for them we created other wonderful distractions. Like 
our first-class ‘Sea SUMSST 
Harvest’ restaurant, GRAND CAYMAN’S HOTEL FOR DIVERS BY DIVERS 
the renowned Cathy Church Photo Centre and what many 
locals would say is Cayman’s best bar. So whether you're a 
certified diver or just dream about being one, Sunset House 
is the place for your next vacation. Call us today for rates on 


1-800 854 4767 or 345 949 7111 C8am-5pm EST). Or write us 


Main photo: David Wolre 


at Sunset House, PO Box 479, Grand Cayman, BWI. lw” 
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| The official card of the Cayman 
Islands and Bob Soto's Diving. 



























ner served while you watch the sun set- 
tle softly into the sea. The dining room 
extends out onto a balcony should you 
choose to dine in the open air. Because 
of the unique design of the building, ev- 
ery table has a marvelous view. In the 
center of the dining room is a beautifully 
appointed bar with a nautical feel. Happy 
hour here is from 5:30 until 6:30 each 
evening. The large library and game 
room, on the next level up, is where you 
can sit back and relax while reading a 
book from the well stocked library, play- 
ing chess, backgammon or enjoying the 
full sized pool table in a friendly game of 
billiards. Head up to the next level, the 
observation deck, and you Can visit 
Pepito, the friendly macaw, or observe 
large prehistoric looking iguanas sleep- 
ing under the canopy of the trees. It is on 
this observation deck you will find one of 
the best siesta hammocks on any island. 

The Bay Islands are well known for their 
crystalline turquoise waters. Besides div- 
ing and snorkeling the Bayman Bay Club 
offers a host of activities. There are 
kayaks, free for guest use, for venturing 
out in search of your own private beach, 
or try the fitness trail that leads to the top 
of the hill, affording one of the best views 
of the Caribbean Sea found anywhere. 





The Royal Sovereign loads for a short ride to 
one of the many reefs just offshore. BBC’s 
experienced crew goes out of its way to 
accommodate every diver’s needs or wishes. 


The dive center and gift shop provide 
souvenirs and forgotten incidentals— 
there’s no running out to the store here— 
as well as E-6 processing for photogra- 
ohers. On Thursdays, after your morning 
boat dives, your host will take you on a 
picnic at a secluded beach near 
Michael’s Rock and afterward lead you 
to the largest waterfall on the island. 
Every Sunday evening Bayman Bay Club 
delights its guests with a beach barbe- 
cue, served buffetstyle and featuring 
many local foods as well as delicious 
chicken and ribs. Sitting at picnic tables 
surrounded by tiki torches with the 
Caribbean Sea lapping at your feet will 
convince you you're In paradise. The per- 
sonal service provided at Bayman Bay 
Club is unsurpassed in the Caribbean. 

All cottages are self-contained, with 
private baths and hot showers. A com- 

(Continued on Page 161) 
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Central Skin Divers 

Before you buy or upgrade your equipment: 
FREE ADVICE 


Whether you're a First-time Diver or a Dive Instructor, now you can talk 
to a Central Certified Scuba Diver before you waste your time and money. 


FREE CATALOG 


Just call, toll-free, and ask for the Central Skin Divers 
Catalog Listing of recommended Name-Brand Equipment, 
with no obligation to buy anything, now or ever. 


Callnow: 1-8OO-53 -SCUBA 
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lands, are rich with life and some of the world’s most arresting 
examples of nature’s bounty and artistry. Rich soils, plentiful 
rainfall and brilliant, year-round tropical sunlight have com- 
bined to nurture a variety of different plant and animal species 
that compete for space and life in a dazzling natural display. 

In the clear, shallow waters along the shorelines, life be- 
comes even more prolific, seeming to explode in a wild mix of 
colors and shapes. There are simply more different marine 
species here than are found in most any other area on earth. 
More than 300 species of corals create vast gardens that are 
home to some of the world’s most beau- 
tiful, exotic and unusual aquatic animals. 

While descriptions of Micronesia could 
stop here, this incredible natural back- 
drop is also a fitting stage for a fascinat- 
ing cultural and historical experience that 
links present and past, tradition and 
change. It’s a region where grass skirts, 












woven palm and shell oceanic maps and tribal chiefs are still 
commonplace. Here, the ravages of World War II still lie just 
beneath the surface of a jungle canopy, a quiet lagoon or the 
memory of a sun-weathered local villager. Yet, it’s a place 
where U.S. currency, electricity and telephone systems tie it 
directly to the fast moving, modern world. 

The challenge of writing about Micronesia is much the same 
as experiencing it—it is So vast, So diverse and so exquisitely 
interesting that it’s almost impossible to know where to begin. 
At the same time, there’s a real comfort in knowing It really 

doesn’t matter—for any Micronesia 
experience has the power to intrigue 
and delight, to fascinate and enthrall. 


THE MARIANAS CHAIN— 
GUAM, ROTA AND SAIPAN 
Perhaps the most logical place to 
begin is where visitors first touch 


Yapese vie dancers in 
traghhe costume. 





PHOTO BY THALIA FAKLIS 


Napoleon Wrasse at Palau’s 


famous Blue Corner. 


Kayak exptoration of 
Palau’s scenic Rock Islands. 








Soft corals ad6étn the 
wrecks of Truk Lagoon. 
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Micronesian soii—Guam. Some 32 miles 
long and four miles wide, Guamisa 
bright green, mountainous island that ris- 
es steeply from blue waters near the 
deepest part of the ocean, the Marianas 
Trench. Served by Continental Micro- 
nesia from Hawaii, just more than seven 
hours to the east, Guam is considered 
the gateway to the heart of Micronesia. 

While Guam is often ignored by divers 
determined to reach the more famous Is- 
land destinations, it has much to offer 
and should be included on Micronesia 
itineraries. There are very good reasons 
why it is one of Japan’s most popular 
tourist destinations—among them are 
sightseeing, nightlife and the first taste of 
the region’s great diving. 

THE DIVING: Guam is Known for ex- 
tremely clear water, with the visibility 
commonly in excess of 200 feet in some 
outer reef areas. While exciting dives are 
found in many areas around the island, 
the most popular for visitors are along the 
middle of the western shoreline. 

Guam's list of favorites include the 
Blue Holes, large irregularly shaped 
holes that bore down through the reef 
slope off Orote Point. Also along Orote 
Point, The Crevice is a deep slice in the 
hard coral bottom. Beginning in about 50 
feet of water, steep vertical walls hold 
gorgonian fans, seawhips and encrusting 
sponges. 

Actually touching U/W, two ships from 
the two different wars lie in the calm wa- 
ters of Apra Harbor. The SMS Cor- 
moran is a 320 foot long auxiliary cruiser, 
built in China as part of the Russian fleet. 
Today, the Cormoran lies on its side be- 
tween 70 and 120 feet. A largely empty 
hulk, its spacious holds and meandering 
passageways are home to clouds of fish 
and a number of morays. 

The Tokai, a 500 foot 
Japanese freighter, lies just 
to the side of the Cormor- 
an, beginning in only 50 feet 
of water. Sunk by a torpedo 
during the assault on Guam 
during World War Il, it is rel- 
atively clean of growth and 
easy to explore. 

Excellent dive operators, 
including Micronesia Divers 
Association and Guam 
Tropical Dive Station take 
divers to any of Guam’s 
best sites. 

Rota, to the northwest of 
Guam, is a small, jungled, 
mountainous island that is 
virtually undeveloped and 
scarcely populated. Its 
green hillsides slope down 
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CONTINENTAL MICRONESIA 


International and domestic travel within Micronesia can be arranged through Conti- 
nental Airlines and its subsidiary, Continental Micronesia. Flights depart Los Angeles and 
San Francisco daily. All flights change planes in both Guam and Hawaii; the total in-flight 


time is about 15 hours. 





Continental Micronesia 
(800) 231-0856 
E-mail: http://www.destmic.com 


to a flat, table reef that extends from 
most of the coastline. 

For divers, Rota is at the point of dis- 
covery. Dive Rota provides diving in 
spectacularly clear waters featuring dra- 
matic walls, a World War II wreck and an 
eerily beautiful undersea grotto. 

Saipan, just to the north, is a popular 
Japanese destination, with great resorts 
and active nightlife. Relics from the war 
can be seen everywhere, including a 
wrecked tank that sits in the shallow, inner 
reef waters just off hotel row on Saipan’s 
most popular beach. For divers, there are 
submerged ships and airplanes in many 
areas of the island’s clear, warm waters. 
The most famous dive, however, is the 
unique Blue Grotto, where divers enter 
the sea from inside a huge cavern reach- 
able from the land side, then swim out to 
open water through the yawning, sub- 
merged cave mouth. All American Divers 
provides a selection of dive options. 


YAP 
Yap is aone hour, 45 minute flight 
southwest of Guam. With an airport and 
a small port town the only modern devel- 
opments, Yap’s four small islands, with 
their tiny, traditional villages, reveal the 
Micronesia of old. Life goes on much as 
it has for centuries; the slow, com- 
fortable pace, quick, bright smiles 












~ Johnston Island 
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Ocean 






and solid, self-reliance are clear evidence 
of a people and culture at peace with 
their Surroundings and lifestyle. 

Traditions go deep, including gover- 
nance by island chiefs and use of ancient 
Currency, huge disks of stone money that 
can be seen in local villages along the 
roadside. There are carefully built men’s 
houses, where the men of each village 
meet. And for visitors, there are dancing 
and singing exhibitions. Put on by local res- 
idents, these both preserve the old ways 
and give shyly welcomed guests a rare op- 
portunity to experience Micronesian art. 

Exploration around the islands shows 
a rich, jungled land of hillsides and quiet 
lagoons. Coconut palms and mangrove 
forests line the shore and brilliant ocean 
views stretch away in every direction 
from the top of the low peaks. 

World War II also left its mark on Yap, as 
it did on most of Micronesia. A wrecked 
Japanese Zero aircraft can still be seen 
and a short jungle hike to the interior of the 
main island leads to a downed lighthouse. 

THE DIVING: Yap is blessed with a vari- 
ety of diving—walls, heavily-coraled 
slopes and twisting tidal channels, all 
packed with marine life. Outside waters 
are very clear—with 
visibility normally in 
<a the 100 to 150 
| san raaleeol foot range. In 
ee ie AN channels, the 
visibility varies, 

of course, 
dependent 
upon tide and 
weather. 
One of the 
best outer reef 
dives is Lionfish 
Wall. Here, the wall is 
very steep, even more than 
vertical in many places. 
Huge, brownish zoanthids, 
looking like giant, leathery 
coral polyps, cover the reef 
face and large schools of 
damsels and Anthias dart 
about just above the coral 
surface. In one place on the 
wall, a series of shallow 
overhangs gives the dive its 
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iscover a tropical Eden in the Western 

Caroline Islands chain, Yap Island. 
We're perhaps best known throughout 
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Yap, which is intact, vibrant and accessible to 
every visitor. 

To divers, however, Yap is even better known 
for being host to some of the most spectacular 
and legendary dive sites in the world. Visit Mi'l 
Channel, where Giant Manta Rays stage a daily 
undersea ballet. Single Manta encounters are a 
rare and tremendous experience elsewhere, but 
rola utslaic: ma ilole(-MmelUL Mm utelacctcmc) (coro laa lem (ale melelt 
Tamece)aast-\{(eelcmmelitciamaalela>m (al: lam: me ley4-lamr- lar! 
time! And there's more...discover outer drop- 
offs that offer crystal clear visibility in excess of 
100 feet, colorful vertical walls, coral caverns, 
relics from World War Il, morays, stingrays, 
giant turtles, armadas of lionfish, massive 
schools of Trevally, all these and more in an 
island whose 90 miles of barrier reef are, until 
now still largely unexplored. 

A c-y-)@'10l0|ec1-1)m (ome Mel-\2-me) mel iele mi Zita mm &-| ©) 
Divers and five nights of relaxation at the Manta 
Ray Bay Hotel and together we'll explore the 
secret world of the manta --and one of the most 
exotic Pacific Island cultures still remaining. Our 
rooms. are fully furnished to international stan- 
dards and the Manta Ray Bar and Grill, our roof 
deck restaurant serves the finest International 
and Pacific Rim cuisines and the freshest Sea- 
ifolelem Or-\(olnme)mtat-m Bic \ alae Mm ar-lelli om alate ial a2 
and the freshest Seafood Catch of the Day. 

Hotel and dive operations are fully integrated 
and both are located right at the water's edge, 
beside our dive boat piers. We're a 5-star PADI 
Dive and Training Center and a full-service un- 
derwater photo and video center as well. 

So, why not get in touch with me today and 
ask me about our special 5 day/5 night Dive 
Package and I'll tell you about our special little 
island and how to get here... or we can simply 
talk diving! The mantas and.brepete see you 
ele) ali i wa 4 


OP 
-BILE"ACKER, owner 
f 


Get in touch with me today! Address: 


MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL & YAP DIVERS, 
P.O. Box MR, Colonia, Yap, Federated States of 
Micronesia, FSM 96943, Phone: (691)350-2300, 
Fax: (691)350-4567 or 3841. 


Or visit our website at: 
www.mantaray.com 


FULL-COLOR YAP 
DIVERS DIVE MAP 
NOW AVAILABLE! 


Four-color print, 20° x 28”, 
Suitable for framing 


Ask about our special limited 
offer now! 


circle #20 on Reader Service Card 








MICRONESIA 


name—inside are numerous lionfish. 
Down the wall is another of Yap’s 
best—Yap Caverns. Just below the sur- 
face, coral canyons form twisting tunnels 
and large, white-sand bottomed grottos. 
Whitetio Reef Sharks lie in secluded 
places and Glassy Sweepers and soldier- 
fish mill about in the darkened caverns. 
Near the steep drop-off, schools of jacks 
patrol and turtles munch on sponges. 


ISLANDS OF 


MICRONESIA 


Yap’s trademark, however, Is its rare 
opportunity to dive, day after day, with 
schools of large Manta Rays that come 
into the channels to be cleaned. During 
winter and spring, the Mantas are found 
at Mil Channel, on the island’s northwest 
side, at the site called Manta Ridge. As 
many as 12 to 14 Mantas ride in on the 
incoming morning tide to stop at a 40 
foot deep coral prominence. As the large, 
graceful creatures sweep in, clouds of 
wrasse, damsels and butterflyfish come 
up to meet them, roaming over their bod- 
ies to pick off parasites. 

During Summer and fall, the Mantas 


Postcard perfect island paradises. Unspoiled coral reefs and 


azure lagoons. Atolls teeming with vibrant life and color. 


KWAJALEIN 
POHNPEL 


Coral encusted shipwrecks and awesome drop-offs. A lively 


population of mixed cultures, tradition, legends and history. 


The Islands of Micronesia. Experience them with Continental 


Micronesia. Call toll free for flight and tour information. 


1-800-900-7657 


Continental BS 
Micronesia ) 


Fly with the warmth of Paradise 
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YAP’S ACCOMMODATIONS 
AND DIVING 


The choice of accommodations and dive 
services is an easy one in Yap—Manta Ray 
Bay is the favorite hotel and the on-site Yap 
Divers provides the dive services. 

The hotel is modern and well maintained, 
with an excellent restaurant and bar on the 
top floor. The 23 air-conditioned rooms 
come with refrigerators and video systems 
(several have comfortable waterbeds). 

Yap Divers, a PADI Five Star Dive Center, 
uses fast, flattop boats and offers a full 
range of equipment rentals and a wide 
range of specialty training, including the 
Manta Diver specialty. Associated with Yap 
Divers is Manta Visions, a full service video 
and photo center. 





switch to the island’s east side, coming 
to Goofnuw Channel, to a site appropri- 
ately named Valley of the Rays. Here, a 
large coral mound looms up from a grav- 
el bottom at 60 feet; divers kneel at the 
sides of the mound as Mantas move in 
one or two at atime to be cleaned. 
Afterward they wheel majestically away. 
This continues until the tide shifts out- 
bound; as the Mantas depart, the divers 
ride the current out toward the wall, 
passing turtles, Leopard Sharks, snap- 
pers and many other schooling fish. 


PALAU 

Another one-half hour southwest of 
Yap lies the jewel of the Micronesian div- 
ing experience—the island archipelago of 
Palau. For all that has been said, filmed 
and written about Palau, it remains a 
splendid and awe-inspiring surprise to 
the first time visitor. Yet, it has so many 
experiences to offer that it remains fasci- 
nating and freshly exciting to divers who 
come back year after year. 

The first view of Palau from the airplane 
window Is a storybook and picture post 
card all in one. A huge, turquoise lagoon 
stretches away toward the horizon and 
live coral reefs are everywhere, clearly vis- 
ible through the crystalline water. More 
than 300 jungled islands lie scattered 
throughout the calm, inner reef waters, 
many ringed with glare-white, sand 
beaches, others rising straight from the 
sea—verdant mounds of vegetation 
lapped by calm, warm waters. 

The islands’ immense natural beauty is 
difficult to adequately describe. Inside the 
lagoon, channels wind and twist among 
the small Rock Islands. Pink-hued fields 
of corals lie just beneath the surface of 
the near transparent water and colorful 
tropical fish, turtles and Eagle Rays can 
be seen moving slowly about. 

The islands themselves are a riot of 
colors and shapes, like tropical gardens 
onan immense scale. Ferns, flowers, 
jungle shrubs and massive, spreading 
trees compete for Space, covering every 
inch of landscape. Many-hued birds glide 
on the gentle trade winds. At the water’s 











edge, huge marine caverns have been 
eaten into the rocky faces and in the inte- 
riors of larger islands are marine lakes 
and cascading waterfalls. 

Like all of Micronesia, Palau’s history is 
one of seafaring tribes, master navigators 
and fisher folk whose relationship with the 
sea dominates their lifestyle and traditions. 

The Palauan people’s fierce warrior 
past comes through in their dances and 
songs and in beautifully carved story- 
boards that depict ancient legends and 
familiar scenes of island life. Local art can 
be found in many forms, displayed in the 
main town of Koror, in carvings, paintings 
and drawings. 

World War Il also left its mark on Palau. 
Occupied by the Japanese early in the 


PALAU’S DIVE OPERATORS 
AND LIVE-ABOARDS 


Palau is served by a large number of pro- 
fessional dive operators who offer a variety 
of diving, snorkeling and sightseeing tours. 

Fish ’n Fins, Palau’s original dive opera- 
tion, has provided daily trips to Palau’s top 
spots for more than 20 years. Next door to 
the Palau Marina Hotel, Fish ’n Fins uses 
small, fast boats for quick trips to dive areas. 

Neco Marine is a modern retail facility that 
operates a fleet of fast, modern, flattop and 
cabin cruiser style boats. A PADI Dive Center, 
Neco offers instruction and photo services 
and picks guests up at most Palau hotels. 
Neco specializes in less dived areas and spe- 
cial requests are easily accommodated. 

Splash is a PADI Five Star Dive Center on 
the dock at Palau Pacific Resort. Its two 
large, jet driven dive boats feature hot show- 
ers, photo tables and heads, for the utmost 
comfort. Photo Palau, a full service U/W 
photo center, is just next door. 

Another of the original Palau dive opera- 
tions, Palau Diving Center is operated by the 
same company as the Carp Island Resort. 
Serving both Japanese and American 
guests, the center operates three modern 
dive boats and has PADI, NAUI and JP (a 
Japanese agency) instructors on staff. 

Sam’s Dive Tours is a PADI Dive Center 
and one of the newest of Palau’s operations 
(open for eight years), catering chiefly to 
American divers. With a selection of topside 
tours (to World War Il sites, caverns and wa- 
terfalls) and kayak treks augmenting its dive 
program, the center can show guests a fas- 
cinating aspect of Palau not always seen by 
visitors. A wide range of specialties and full 
photo services are also available. 

Peter Hughes’ Sun Dancer is a 119 foot 
long, ocean cruising vessel, with eight spa- 
cious staterooms to accommodate 16 pas- 
sengers. Fine dining, full photo services and 
a great dive tender boat make the ship an 
excellent means to explore the entire Palau 
archipelago. 

The Palau Aggressor II measures 110 feet 
in length in a twin hulled catamaran design 
that enjoys both speed and stability. With 
eight private staterooms for 16 passengers, 
it provides complete dive services—includ- 
ing photo processing—excellent buffetstyle 
meals and a range of entertainment, all ina 
modern, comfortable setting. 

Designed for small groups, Ocean Hunter 
is a 60 foot long motor sailor that carries up to 
six passengers and specializes in truly unlim- 
ited diving. Her dive cruises can be custom 
designed, lasting from 7 to 14 days, for an en- 
joyable, economical live-aboard experience. 





war, Palau was the scene of intense bat- 
tles, including one now permanently a 
part of U.S. Marine Corp historical lore, 
on the southern island of Peleliu. 

In 1944, U.S. Marines faced heavily en- 
trenched Japanese forces—who refused 
to surrender—fighting from an extensive 
system of caves, bunkers and tunnels. 
The conflict lasted more than two months. 
When the U.S. forces finally prevailed, 
there had been thousands of casualties 
on both sides. Today, the island is home 
to war memorials from both countries and 
wreckage from the carnage is scattered 
throughout the island’s green hillsides. 

Other islands have war wreckage that 


can be viewed as well. A cavernous 
Japanese seaplane base, complete with 
bombed seaplanes, can be visited on 
Babelthuap and a strafed German light- 
house, surrounded by the wreckage of 
Japanese bunkers, buildings and artillery 
pieces, lies at the end of a short hike on 
Ngeruktabel Island. 

Although most visitors come to Palau 
for the diving, there is a real difficulty in de- 
ciding among the many options now be- 
coming available. New offerings include 
days of kayaking among the Rock Islands, 
camping on uninhabited islets and numer- 
ous hiking and sightseeing tours. 

THE Divina: With all this, however, 


PALAU: The Number One Underwater 
Wonder of the World 
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Palau’s diving remains its most incredible 
feature. Its clear, warm (84°F) water; its 
collection of marine life, from the smallest 
invertebrates and colorful reef tropicals to 
the most awesome big animals, Such as 
sharks, Mantas and marine mammals; 
and its tremendous diversity, with walls, 
channels, huge inner lagoon reef sys- 
tems and World War II shipwrecks—all 
combine to provide a vacation dive expe- 
rience seemingly without limits. 

Perhaps Palau’s most publicized dive, 
yet one that never fails to excite, is Blue 
Corner. At the top of a steep wall, in only 
45 feet of water, divers wait in the brisk 
current. Just more than an arm’s length 
away, Gray Reef Sharks mill about, cruis- 
ing the wall. Blackfin Barracuda circle 
overhead, their silhouettes creating a 
huge, dark ring in the bright water. A 
three foot long Napoleon Wrasse, very 
accustomed to visiting divers, comes 
close to stare with large, rolling eyes. 

On the northwest side of Palau’s la- 
goon is an incredible but much less visited 
area known as West Passage. A gigan- 
tic tidal channel through the reef, the pas- 
sage is a gathering place of many different 
fish species, all assembled for the nutrient 


exchange where lagoon and ocean wa- 
ters meet. Large growths of hard and soft 
corals cling to the channel’s steep sides 
and huge schools of Snappers and sur- 
geonfish feed in the brisk current. And all 
around, oceanic predators such as Gray 
Reef Sharks, jacks and Trevally sweep 
through shoals of silvery baitfish. 

Palau’s favorite wreck dive is an arti- 
fact from World War Il, the Japanese car- 
go ship Teshio Maru. A 321 foot long, 
2,840 ton vessel, it lies on its starboard 
side, where it came to rest after being 
sunk during Operation Desecrate in 
March 1944. Hard corals and seawhips 
grow profusely on the wreck and a resi- 
dent school of Barracuda circles over- 
head. Within the easily penetrated hulk 
are china, medical supplies and the ill-fat- 
ed crew's personal belongings. 

Peleliu Corner never fails to surprise 
and delight with high adrenaline dives and 
big critter interactions. At the southern end 
of the lagoon, off Peleliu Island, a steep, 
rough wall cut with canyons and grottos 
drops dizzily from 45 feet into the depths. 
The current and frequent upwellings bring 
nutrients to the wall’s sessile inhabitants 
and gorgonians, soft corals, seawhips and 
huge Black Coral bushes grow thickly 
across the face. Large groupers move 
about the wall and Wahoo, tuna, Black- 
jacks and other pelagics are numerous. 
Sharks are everywhere—often as many as 
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20 to 30 at a time are in view, restlessly 
patrolling the wall’s edge. 

Palau’s most unique dive is actually a 
snorkel in a marine lake high atop one of 
the Rock Islands. Jellyfish Lake, as it is 
aptly named, was trapped when the reefs 
were upraised eons ago. In the lake were 
Mastigias jellyfish that gradually adapted 
to the ever-decreasing salinity of the 
lake’s waters. Today, the lake is fresh wa- 
ter in its upper reaches and the jellyfish 


PALAU’S ACCOMMODATIONS 


Palau enjoys a wide selection of accommo- 
dations, from economy to luxury, including tradi- 
tional island style. 

Palau Pacific Resort is considered one of the 
finest dive resorts in the world. Featuring a white 
sand beach, swimming pool, fine restaurants 
and immaculately groomed hotel grounds, its 
rooms are modern and sumptuous and its staff 
has been well trained in the nuances of customer 
service. With a dive center (Splash), photo center 
(Photo Palau) and dive boats on-site, it is a mar- 
velous base for a Palau dive adventure. — 

Sunrise Villa sits atop a high hill, with majestic 
views of the lagoon. It has 34 comfortable rooms 
and an excellent restaurant. 

Palau Marina, a reasonably priced hotel, sits 
near Koror’s harbor. It provides an excellent 
restaurant and bar and great diving conve- 
nience—just next door is the Fish ’n Fins Dive 
Center, Palau’s longest established dive operator. 

The Carolines Resort offers five bungalows, 
built in traditional (but with all the modern conve- 
niences) island style. On a hill just overlooking 
the lagoon, its divers are picked up by boats at 
the Palau Pacific Resort dock. 

For those looking for economy accommoda- 
tions, there are several properties to choose 
from, including West Plaza Hotel by the Sea, 
West Plaza Hotel Downtown and the DW Motel. 

For those desiring an island experience, Carp 
Island Resort and Palau Diving Center is on a 
small island 30 miles to the south of Koror. Near 
the major diving areas, it provides comfortable 
lodging in the quiet environment of a pristine 
portion of Palau’s lagoon. 





have evolved into anonstinging form. 
Now in a huge school, numbering in the 
millions, the jellyfish follow the sun around 
the lake, algae inside their bodies produc- 
ing nutrients from the sunlight. The puls- 
ing multitude of jellyfish creates a fascinat- 
ing and kaleidoscopic experience. 


CHUUK (TRUK) 

Chuuk (the original and again current 
name of Truk), lies an hour and 45 min- 
utes southeast of Guam, also reached by 
Continental Micronesia flights from 
Guam. It is a group of 11 coral atolls and 
mountainous islands scattered around a 
deep, central lagoon. 

The Chuukese are more of a melting 
pot group than most other Micronesian 
societies, which have been more suc- 
cessful over the ages at Keeping their cul- 
tures intact. Chuuk, conversely, has 
been occupied and dominated by others 
throughout its history. 

lronically, Chuuk’s somewhat tragic 
history of domination by foreigners—other 
Micronesians, the Spanish, Germans and 
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Japanese—has ultimately led to its chief 
attraction as a current tourist destination. 
Although in a seemingly remote area of 
the Pacific, Chuuk actually sits in a strate- 
gic center among the major shipping lanes 
between Hawaii, Japan, the Philippines 
and Australia. As a result, prior to World 


CHUUK’S ACCOMMODATIONS 
AND DIVE OPERATORS 


Deciding where to stay and how to dive in 
Chuuk should be determined by the dive expe- 
rience desired. Very specialized in their offer- 
ings, Chuuk’s dive operators provide decidedly 
different experiences. 

For those wishing to have time to fully ex- 
plore individual wrecks, there’s the live-aboard 
Truk Aggressor II. Each day, the 110 foot long 
vessel anchors at a different wreck and guests 
can explore to their heart’s content. The ship’s 
10 air-conditioned staterooms, each with pri- 
vate bath, provide a comfortable setting and 
the large, main salon, photo facilities and enter- 
tainment options make Truk Aggressor II an ex- 
cellent base for diving and photography. 

For those who wish to dive as many of the 
wrecks as possible, the live-aboard Thorfinn II 
provides a different but equally specialized ap- 
proach. Thorfinn anchors in a quiet portion of 
the lagoon and, up to five times each day, sends 
out several small boats, each to a different 
wreck. She can comfortably accommodate 26 
passengers in 13 large, two bunk cabins, has 
excellent food, video and other entertainment 
options and a real surprise—a spa on the stern. 

For divers who prefer a shore-based experi- 
ence, there are two modern hotels available, 
both on the main island of Moen. These are the 
Truk Continental and Truk Stop Hotel, both ser- 
viced by three excellent dive operators: Blue 
Lagoon Dive Shop, Micronesia Aquatics, and 
Sun Dance Tours and Dive Shop. 
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War Il, the Japanese occupied the islands 
and turned them into a naval fortress. 

In what was, at the time, the largest 
bombing campaign in warfare history, 
Operation Hailstone rained down explo- 
sives on the Japanese and terrified locals 
alike. After first eliminating the islands’ air 
defenses, U.S. planes dropped 1,238 tons 
of bombs during 45 days of attack. 

THE DiviING: Today, the shipwrecks of 
Chuuk Lagoon are inarguably the world’s 
most dramatic wreck dive experience. 
Massive ships of war—most more than 
400 feet long—lie in clear, calm, shallow 
water, covered by soft corals, gorgonians 
and circled by huge schools of fish and 
other marine life. Words to explain the im- 
pressions of diving Chuuk Lagoon are diffi- 
cult to find—the experience is simply too 
awe-inspiring. 

One of the most exciting Chuuk finds is 
the most recently discovered major wreck, 
the 336 foot long destroyer Fumitsuki 
Maru. Sitting upright on the bottom, near 
the outer reefline, the top of the bridge is at 
85 feet, the deck at 110 feet. Four, 4.7 
inch deck guns and six torpedo tubes on 
the surprisingly narrow ship are clear evi- 
dence of the Fumitsuki’s deadly purpose; 
she was designed for speed and destruc- 
tion. Yet, time and nature’s hand have 
worked their magic; the ship’s efficient 
lines have been softened by corals and 
gently swaying gorgonians. 

Another fascinating wreck is the 450 
foot long transport ship Kiyozumi. Lying 
on her side, her smooth hull is in only 40 
feet of water, she is a huge ship; her su- 





WHAT TO WEAR 
Micronesia, like most places in the 
tropics, can expose you to conditions | 
you may not be used to. It’s wise to 
bring appropriate clothing for all the © 
conditions you may face. ) 
From January until the end of May, | 
expect the driest weather. The sun 
blazes and it’s hot. The islands are 
very casual, so plan on lots of com-_| 
_fortable, cotton clothes such as © 
shorts, tanks and T-shirts. Sunburn 
protection is a must; bring alonga — 
good hat and whatever you like to 
_wear to keep the sun off (aslongas | 
it’s cool). Be sure to bring some san- 

_ dalsandtennis shoes forhiking. = 
___ Inthe summer months and through — 
December, it can rain—a lot. A light 
rain slicker and hat are handy but re- 
~ member, it will still be warm. 

In the dry season, water tempera- — 

tures will be around 82 to 84°F. A3mm | 

shorty wetsuit will be adequate for _ 
most people; some prefer nylon/Lycra_ 

skins. During rainy periods, water tem- _ 

peratures will drop slightly anda3mm | 

_ jumpsuit will be appreciated (any wind ~ 

and rain on boat rides can also make it — 

_ seemcolderthanitactuallyis) | 
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L ions, Tigers, Clowns and Rickety Wrecks. \t sounds like a 

circus, and it is. Every dive in Truk and Palau Is as energetic, 
colorful and entertaining as any Big Top performance. Marine life 

of every size and shape buzz about you amidst a background 

bursting with color. Brilliant soft corals stream from graceful 

walls and engulf war time relics. 

Between performances you can relax aboard two of 

the most luxurious live-aboards in Micronesia, the Truk 

Aggressor Il and the Palau Aggressor II. Each vessel features: 
| luxurious staterooms, each with private bath, an elegant = | oe 
salon with entertainment center, and a bubbling hot tub. Onboard photo : alos Se fos 
courses and daily E-6 processing will allow you to take 
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Aggressor Fleet Nikon Team Cruises. It’s a trip with the pros and Nikon’s 
latest equipment is available for you to use. 
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perstructure and masts loom out and 
downward into deep blue. At 75 feet, 
there is asmall hold that can be entered. 
Bicycles, their rubber tires still intact, line 
the walls. Forward, the bow tells the story 
of Kivozumi's demise—a massive hole 
was blown through both sides of the hull 
by a detonating explosive. Soft white gor- 
gonians hang from the torn metal and 
move gently in the quiet waters. 

Perhaps the single most beautiful wreck 
in the lagoon is the Shinkoku Maru, a 500 
foot long tanker. The top of the bridge Is in 
only 45 feet of water. The ship is covered 
with soft corals of every color of the rain- 
bow and clouds of fish hover over her. The 
bridge contains the ship’s telegraph and 
her huge masts still stand, shrouded with 
corals, soonges and shellfish. 

The Fujikawa Maru (s likely the most 
well-known wreck. She is also one of the 
most dramatic. She is a large, six hold, 
converted aircraft ferry, 435 feet in length. 
Lying upright on the bottom, her mast 
breaks the surface, her stack is only 35 feet 
below it and the main deck Is at 60 feet. 
Her big, six inch bow and stern guns are 
now beautifully transformed by lush, hang- 
ing soft corals in red, orange and purple. 
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POHNPEI 

East-southeast of Chuuk, some 40 
minutes’ flying time, the top of an ancient 
volcano juts up from the otherwise fea- 
tureless, blue ocean. Tall, black rock 
spires reach into the clouds and deep 
green, jungled slopes tumble steeply to a 
bright, turquoise lagoon. 

Pohnpel is 200 square miles of tropical 
paradise, the likes of which could only be 


POHNPEI’S ACCOMMODATIONS 
AND DIVE OPERATORS 


Pohnpei’s most popular accommodation 
is a lovely, island style resort known as The 
Village. With its thatched palm bungalows 
built onto the side of a steep, jungled hill, the 
views are spectacular, encompassing 
mountains and lagoon. The resort’s restau- 
rant is well Known for its excellent food, 
which includes local specialties such as 
fresh tuna, lobster and mangrove crab. 

Other choices for visiting divers are sev- 
eral economical hotels such as The Harbor 
View, Cliff Rainbow Hotel, Hotel Pohnpei 
and The Palm Terrace Hotel. 

Pohnpei is home to a number of profes- 
sional dive operators. Phoenix Marine 
Sports Club, Village Divers at The Village 
Resort, Ehu Tours and Blue Oyster all cater 
to the American market and specialize in 
smail groups. 





found in imagination. In fact, Pohnpei has 
often been described as the world’s most 
beautiful island—and it very adequately 
lives up to this lofty reputation. 


MAROHALLS DIVE ADVENTURES 
The First & Only to Dive Bikini 


As the exclusive dive operator of Bikini Atoll, Marshalls Dive Adventures offers the most diverse diving experience in the Pacific. 

The site of "Operation Crossroads" is home to a sunken fleet of battleships, destroyers, submarines, cruisers and the ONLY 
aircraft carrier wreck accessible to divers, the world famous USS SARATOGA. World class diving with Marshalls 
Dive Adventures is offered throughout Majuro, Arno, Mili and Bikini Atolls. 
Frequent high-energy encounters with Reef Sharks, Pelagics, wi 
Whalesharks, Pilot Whales, Humpbacks, Soerm Whales and f=" 


large schools of Jacks are common throughout the 
region. Only five hours from Hawaii, this 

Micronesian destination, complete with 

warm, crystal clear water, truly is a 

diver's adventure 

» paradise. 


Wat 


Just offshore, a barrier reef encircles the 
island, creating a shallow lagoon practical- 
ly filled with corals and colorful reef tropi- 
cals. At reef’s edge, steep slopes and 
walls fall rapidly away into deep ocean, 
where pelagics are often seen by divers. 

Visitors to Pohnpei should allow ample 
time for sightseeing. Besides the impres- 
sive Nan Madol ruins, there are majestic 
waterfalls, such as Kepirohi Falls, a 
Spanish fort from the 1850s and Japa- 
nese shrines from World War |. 

THE DIVING: Pohnpei’s diving is still in a 
period of discovery. Blessed with incredi- 
bly clear water, the island’s near and off- 
shore reefs have massive stands of hard 
corals of many varieties. The choice sites 
are many and chiefly feature dives on 
walls, reef passes and around several 
electrifying offshore atolls. 

Big animals, such as sharks, Mantas 
and Eagle Rays are seen in the passes 
and on the outer reefs. Especially exciting 
is the diving around Ant Atoll, one of two 
atolls 10 miles off the southwest coast. It 
has crystal clear water and teeming coral 
gardens. Ant Pass, which cuts through 
the reefline, provides a fast paced drift 
dive in the midst of Gray Reef Sharks and 
schooling Barracuda. Eighteen miles to 
the northeast lies small Pakin Atoll, not- 
ed for stands of huge gorgonian fans and 
massive hard coral structures. Since it’s 
in deep, ocean waters, pelagic species 
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Exciting shark 
diving and 
dramatic wreck 
diving are only 
part of your 
Marshalls Dive 
Adventures. 
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are common, with tuna, jacks and sharks 
seen on most dives. 


KOSRAE 

Forty minutes east of Pohnpei by jet 
lies Kosrae, a small—only 42 square 
miles—but dramatic high island. Kosrae 
resembles its ancient legend—an island 
formed by gods from the body of a sleep- 
ing woman. 

Rugged mountain peaks, shrouded in 
mist, slope down to palm covered coastal 
lands. Along the shore, white sand 
beaches intermingle with mangrove-filled 
bays and a string of tiny islands. Blessed 
by sunshine and ample rainfall, Kosrae 


KOSRAE’S 
ACCOMMODATIONS AND DIVE 
OPERATORS 

Kosrae’s range of accommodations has 
been growing in recent years and there are 
now anumber from which to choose. 

The Sandy Beach Hotel has diving pro- 
vided on-site by Dive Caroline. The Pacific 
Tree Lodge offers diving via the Phoenix 
Marine Sports Club, a full service operation. 

The new Kosrae Village Resort provides 
traditional island style accommodations. The 
resort’s owners are dive instructors and op- 
erate an on-site dive center. 

Kosrae Nautilus Resort is anew, modern 
resort designed specifically for divers. All-in- 
clusive, it has a restaurant, pool, dive center 
and dive boat on the premises. The dive op- 
eration is run by a certified divemaster. 





has thick, rain forest vegetation and 
sparkling waterfalls in its quiet interior. 

Hiking on Kosrae is excellent and the 
tropical landscape is lush and pic- 
turesque. There is an easy walk to beauti- 
ful Yekula Falls. For more serious hikes, 
the Finkol Hiking Trail winds away into the 
island’s rugged interior, ultimately reach- 
ing the peak of Mount Finkol at 2,000 feet. 

The island’s people are friendly and 
enjoy a quiet, simple lifestyle. Their 
deeply religious attitudes have combined 
with their Micronesia traditions of sharing 
and openness, and visitors find them 
generous and welcoming. More than one 
visitor has been surprised to casually re- 
ceive a gift of bananas or other fruit upon 
a chance and casual meeting. 

THE DIVING: Kosrae has a fringing reef 
that surrounds the island and it is in pris- 
tine condition. Because of Kosrae’s re- 
mote location and the virtual absence of 
industry, shipping or coastal develop- 
ment, its corals remain healthy. 

A tremendous variety of hard corals 
and reef tropicals are the chief trademark 
of Kosrae waters. Incredible numbers of 
angelfish, butterflyfish, triggerfish, 
groupers, parrotfish and damsels will be 
seen, darting among rich coral meadows. 

At the other end of the adrenaline 
spectrum Kosrae also scores high 
marks. Situated in deep ocean water, it 
enjoys impressive numbers of oceanic 
species such as tuna, sharks and Eagle 


Rays. Even more exciting, perhaps, are 
the unusual numbers of marine mam- 
mals that can be seen—Spinner, Pacific 
and Bottlenose Dolphins are frequent. To 
add even more, the December mating 
season brings huge numbers of turtles to 
the island's shores. Watching turtles lay 
eggs Is arare and touching experience. 


THE MARSHALLS 

The closest of the Micronesia islands to 
the U.S., the Marshalls lie only five hours— 
2,200 miles—southwest of Hawaii, reach- 
able by Continental Micronesia. 

Within this vast archipelago are thou- 
sands of pristine, unexplored coral reefs 
and a vast assortment of marine crea- 
tures, undisturbed by modern develop- 
ment. Actually, very little of the Marshalls 
has been dived at all and new discoveries 
are being made every day. 


MAJURO ATOLL 

Majuro Atoll, the most developed part 
of the Marshalls, is also the islands’ entry 
point. It consists of a chain of long, slen- 
der islands encircling an immense la- 
goon. The low sand islands barely ex- 
ceed sea level and are chiefly brilliant 
white sand with coconut palms and coral 
island foliage. A stopover point for visitors 
traveling to the main diving areas, it offers 
war ruins to explore and the interesting 
Alele Museum. 

The best Majuro dives are at such sites 
as Coral Pinnacles, Delap Point, The 
Parking Lot and The Channel. The ar- 
eas all feature profuse hard corals and 
clouds of reef tropicals. It’s also possible 
to visit more remote areas at Arno Atoll, 
where larger marine animals such as 
sharks, Eagle Rays and turtles are fre- 
quently encountered. 


KWAJALEIN 

Those who have worked at and visited 
this remote atoll over the years have long 
known what the diving world is just be- 
ginning to discover—the lagoon and its 
surrounding reef feature world-class div- 
ing, with wrecks, river reefs and walls. 

Kwajalein’s most popular dive is the 
huge German cruiser, Prince Eugen. 
The stern breaks the surface and the 
bow sits at 120 feet. One of the most im- 
pressive warships divable in clean, tropi- 
cal water anywhere, its gigantic size and 
heavy armament are awe-inspiring. In 
other parts of the lagoon are a number of 
other Japanese ships, B-25 bombers 
and Japanese Zeros. On the outside of 
the reef, steep walls are covered with 
prolific coral growth and sharks and 
pelagics are numerous. The visibility is al- 
most always in excess of 100 feet. 


BIKINI ATOLL 
One of the great tragedies of modern 
times took place at lonely Bikini Atoll, at 


DRIFT DIVING 


Many of Micronesia’s top dive sites, 
especially off Yap and Palau, are in ar- 
eas where nutrient rich currents sweep 
past reefs and walls. Whether near tidal 
channels or at the ends of islands 
where water patterns converge, the re- 
sult is a congregation of marine life 
species and exciting feeding activity. 

The currents circulate oxygen and 
organic matter, which give rise to large 
numbers of corals, sponges, gorgoni- 
ans and other sessile organisms that 
pluck their food from the water as it 
sweeps by. Additionally, schools of 
small fish are attracted to the same nu- 
trition sources. This, of course, brings 
in packs of predators such as jacks, 
Barracuda and sharks, each feeding on 
the next level down the food chain. 

For divers, these areas are the most 
impressive, not only for the sheer num- 
bers of marine animals but also for the 
activity—eating and being eaten is def- 
initely not a lethargic process in the 
ocean! 

For those who have not dived in such 
currents before, the first time may be a 
bit intimidating. In reality, drift diving, as 
it is called, is actually less strenuous 
than diving from an anchored boat or 
shore, where a return trip must be made 
to the starting point of the dive. 

While orientation or training in any 
new diving activity is always recom- 
mended, a few simple tips can help 
make drift diving experiences easier, 
safer and more enjoyable. First, since 
the boat will be following you as you 
drift, it’s important to listen carefully to 
the divemaster’s instructions. All oper- 
ations don’t conduct drift dives in the 
same manner; following the proce- 
dures carefully will prevent separation 
from the boat. 

Staying close to your buddy or to the 
group, depending upon how the dive is 
conducted, is even more important 
while drift diving. If currents are swift, 
getting separated can happen quickly. 
Good buoyancy control skills are valu- 
able as well. 

Finally, it’s wise to carry some sort of 
surface audio or visual signaling de- 
vice, such as a Safety Sausage, a div- 
er’s flag or miniature air horn. In fact, 
some dive operators supply these de- 
vices to their divers. 

In Palau, there’s a unique approach 
to conducting a stationary dive, even in 
a strong current. At Blue Corner, one of 
Palau’s most exciting dives, the shark 
and other big fish action happens at 
one spot on the wall. With currents of- 
ten too strong to swim against, the dive 
operators have come up with an inter- 
esting solution—the reef hook. 

A large metal hook is attached toa 
short line, which is attached to the BC. 
To remain in one spot, you merely locate 
an area on top of the wall that is not live 
coral, snag the hook onto the bottom 
and relax, letting the dramatic action of 
Blue Corner unfold before your eyes. 
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vessels, used as targets during testing, 
litters the bottom of the lagoon. The list 
includes the 900 foot long aircraft carrier 
Saratoga, the submarines Pilot Fish 
and Apogon, and the battleships 
Arkansas and Nagato. Recently dis- 
covered, upright on the bottom and fully 
loaded with guns and torpedoes, is the 
destroyer USS Lamson. Destined to be- 
come the world’s next great wreck dive 
site, the area is newly accessible and visi- 
tors come away thunderstruck by the in- 
credible visual and emotional experience. 


MICRONESIA 


the northern end of the Marshalls’ chain. 
After removing the island’s inhabitants, 
the United States began a series of nucle- 
ar tests, more than 20 in all, including the 
largest hydrogen bomb ever exploded. 
Time and arecent massive cleanup 
have led to resettlement. For divers, there 
is another benefit—a huge fleet of naval 


pau DIVING CEnze, 
GARP ISLAND RESORT 















Enjoy the very best of Palau surrounded by other Rock Islands, private sandy beaches andan ‘i 
ocean waiting for ‘ie to explore. Only minutes to the famous Coral Reefs, Blue Hole, Big Drop-Offs 
and Blue Corner where beautiful Reef Fish, Manta Rays and Sharks abound. 


22-2 Carp Island Kesort =< 


P.O. Box 5 * Koror e Kepublic of Palau 96940 
TEL: 011 (680) 488-2978 © FAX: 011 (680) 488-3155 
E-mail: carpcorp@belau.com 
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Micvenesia Fiji 
The Dive Experts Of These Islands. 
2182 Foothill Drive * Vista, CA 92084 


1-800-348-0842 * Fax: (760) 724-9897 
E-Mail: tntmicro@ix.netcom.com * WWW: http://empg.com/trip-n-tour 

















Call today for a FREE 32-page, full color dive brochure! 


96 SKIN DIVER JUNE 1997 circle #173 on Reader Service Card 










THE MARSHALLS’ 
ACCOMMODATIONS AND DIVE 
OPERATORS 


Majuro: The best known accommodation 
is the Hotel Robert Reimers. Centrally locat- 
ed in the local business district, it has com- 
fortable, inexpensive rooms and a restaurant 
on the premises. At the hotel dock is 
Marshalls’ Dive Adventures, a full service op- 
eration. that offers two dive boats and visits 
sites around Majuro and other nearby atolls. 

The new 150 room Outrigger Marshall 
Islands Resort provides all the necessary 
amenities and also offers diving through 
Marshalls’ Dive Adventures. 

Kwajalein: Divers visiting the lagoon stay 
at the Anrohasa Hotel on Ebeye Island. 
KADRI, managed by industry veteran Steve 
Gavegan, provides local dive services. 

Bikini Atoll: Divers visiting Bikini stay and 
dive with Marshalls’ Dive Adventures, which 
operates a facility that has eight double 
rooms, all with ocean views, private bath 
and air-conditioning. Diving is provided from 
the site, with new full service for technical 
divers, including both nitrox and tri-mix. 


FURTHER READING 


Desecrate 1 
By Klaus Lindemann 
Pacific Press Publications 


Diver’s Guide to Guam and Micronesia 
By Tim Rock 
Guam Publications Inc. 


Diving & Snorkeling Guide to Palau 
By Tim Rock & Francis Toribiong 
Pisces Books 


Diving & Snorkeling 
Guide to Yap & Guam 
By Tim Rock 

Pisces Books 


Hailstorm Over Truk Lagoon 
By Klaus Lindemann : 
Pacific Press Publications 


Micronesian Reef Fishes — 
By Robert F. Meyers 
Coral Graphics 


Palau | : 
By Nancy Barbour 
Full Court Press 


Palau—Portrait of Paradise 
_ By Mandy Etpison ~ 
Neco Marine 


Tropical Pacific Invertebrates 
By Patrick L. Colin & Charles Arneson 

Coral Reef Press 

WW II Wrecks of Palau 
ByDanBetey 

North Valley Diver Publications 


Yap State 
Brive mask 
Yap State Government 


Allin all, for divers or anyone looking for 
unique natural, historical and cultural ex- 
periences, Micronesia is unrivaled in the 
world. It is nothing less than an incredible 
adventure. = 
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A WORLD-CLASS EXPERIENCE A SUPERB 4-STAR RESORT ABSOLUTE FREEDOM IN 
e Micronesia’s Premiere Resort e Walking distance to town AN UNSPOILED WORLD 


: e Fully air-conditioned 
Palau’s only beachfront resort e Private beach area © 100 ft. 8 twin/double cabins 


¢ Dive with the resort’s Splash ¢3-tank diving w/Dive Paradise © 9 nights - $2520, with airfare $3895 
e Weekly packages from $1177 e Enjoy the Luxury of Paying Less ¢ An Indian Ocean Extravaganza 


SOYAGK ITE ROATAN AUSTRALIA 
ROMEO’S RESORT PACIFICSTAR 


| UIMEL'S VERY BEST BEACH _WARMCARIBBEANOSPITALITY GREAT BARRIER REEF & CORAL SE 
¢ From $993 weekly includes ° Diving Excellence & Great Value ° Noted for Personalized Service 
accommodations, unlimited food & e Personalized Service e Spacious inside and out 
bar, daily 2-tank boat diving with Dive e Peaceful & Exotic ¢ 6 dbl. cabins with ensuite baths 


Palancar, unlimited activities, taxes e From ONLY $450 weekly all-inclu- ¢ Weekly from only $1670 


www.divetropical.com 


aon pp TROPICAL e-mail: 6 Saggy 
Fs ADVENTURES Stucco 
TRAVEL 800-247-3483 


EAST AFRICA RED SEA® SEYCHELLES ¢ INDONESIA * BORNEO * AUSTRALIA ¢ MICRONESIA ¢ CAYMAN ¢ BELIZE * COZUMEL 
e TURKS & CAICOS © FlJl ISLANDS e SOLOMONS ¢ PAPUA NEW GUINEA® THAILAND ® SEA OF CORTEZ * SABA ¢ GALAPAGOS 
° COCOS ISLANDS ¢ ROATAN ¢ VENEZUELA * BONAIRE * COSTA RICA e GREAT WHITE SHARK ® WHALE SHARK ¢ MALDIVES 
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16th century Spanish treasure galleons, plus 
British, French, Dutch and Portuguese sail- 
ing vessels of all kinds. At some sites, 
shipwrecks are almost piled one on top 
of another, allowing divers to explore 
multiple wrecks on the same dive. 


Bermuda is an aquatic museum with- 


b or almost S00 years, ships have accidentally collided with this 


Atlantic island outpost, resulting in the world’s greatest under- 


sea treasure of nautical history. Mile for mile, Bermuda offers the 


greatest number of divable shipwrecks in the Western Hemisphere. 


Bermuda’s wreck collection spans five centuries of shipping and 


includes: a transatlantic luxury liner, numerous steel hulled 


freighters, a luxury motor yacht, two Civil War paddlewheel block- 


ade runners, a 19th century French warship, 


a Royal Mail Steam packet, two, four- 


masted schooners, several 
18th century British 


warships, several 
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EXPANDED COLLECTION OF BERMUDA SHIPWRECK CERTIFICATES 





CONSTELLATION 
A 192 foot American schooner loaded with general cargo, 


sunk in 1943. Lying at 30 feet is a mound of cement sacks, 


dishes, bottles, glassware and supplies. 


CRISTOBAL COLON 


Bermuda’s largest shipwreck is the 499 foot Spanish. 
transatlantic luxury liner that sank in 1936. She lies in 
55 feet of water with her six boilers still visible. 


HERMES 


A 165 foot steel hull Buoy Tender, she was sunk as an 
artificial reef. Fully intact, she sits upright on the sand 
at 80 feet with mast, wheelhouse and deck winch. 


-IRISTO (ARISTO) 


A250 foot Norwegian freighter, which sank in 1937. 


She lies in 50 feet of water with her engine, ROE: 
‘propeller and a fire engine still visible. ae 


LARTINGTON 


A245 foot early vintage steel freighter with a cargo of 


cotton, sunk in 1879. She lies in 15-35 feet of water with 
boilers, stern section and propeller still visible. 


L’HERMINIE 


: A French 60-gun Man-of-War that sank in 1838. 


Resting in 25-30 feet of water, this warship’s 9 foot long 
cannons are still onboard. ae . 


MARY CELESTIA 


A 225 foot side paddlewheel steamer, she served as a 


_ Confederate blockade runner. In 55 feet of water, her 


remains include paddlewheels and anchor. 


MINNIE BRESLAUER 


A 300 foot steel hulled freighter, sunk on her maiden 
voyage in 1873. Still visible are the ship’s Pigs steam 


boilers and wheelhouse. | 


_ Shallow dive anda beautiful wreck. 


MONTANA (NOLA) 


A 236 foot side paddlewheel steamer, sunkin 1863 while | 


running the Civil War blockade. She lies in 30 feet with | 
boilers and paddlewheels intact. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


A classic sunken sailing ship, this 205 foot English iron 
hull bark sank in 1880 and still has her bow ‘sprit, sail 
rigging and deadeyes in place. 


PELINAION 


A 385 foot Greek cargo steamer, sunk in 1940 after — 
breaking her back on a reef. Lying at 55 feet, her ecuing 
boiler and engine are an awesome ene 


TAUNTON ie 
_ A228 foot Norwegian steamer that stranded on North — i 


East Breakers in 1920. Sitting at 10 to 40 feet, she isa a great 
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N ow, you can take home a piece of this island's 
remarkable shipwreck history. Come to Bermuda, 
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= dive our best wrecks and earn your copies of our 
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_ Cristobal Colon Bermuda em Certificate | like paper and suitable for framing. 


od 
te - ql te *~ 
cere es Mie Wie heart! Aten Rly cae eee tom tlh nt iprings P x ee sere ded mn) wepened te 













Each certificate documents 


Ne shtipentaaeal 


Mtns your dive on one of twelve of 
= Bermuda’s most popular 


Sen ee entre ape eet eins © ar were Men By tow me me. SR 
be ghee - wa sh, Mie ee ele ee 
rcetee ine Te red ng oe ope om 
> 0 Neth te Mer cat ety 


. 
_ ~ et ter terete Be te ce eptemity 
“ ee eee tee 
; 
4 e 
oma 


Pen ee Merrie corte Bren Me dal 
ele mM nd nk epee Be 


Constallation 
ee eee ee i ee 





wreck dives 






and provides a 














er 
i (ent eel enptinn he 









Minnie Breslaner 
ee ee we a te 
pas) reeewate ye oe! the 90° pe wanes biases es aes 
rege Bemeee Med rene Mae ed cmt tnt, et Fuk bee 
Sates Se rR opt Hees ot treme San ctl 


brief history of 







shed Petes iiss t day oh codh 


the wreck. 





The rules for this program are simple: 


1. Come to Bermuda in 1997. 

2. Stay at any hotel or cottage of your choice. 

3. Dive with any of Bermuda’s five dive operators. 

4, Dive any of the 12 designated Shipwreck sites. 

5. You will be awarded a signed Bermuda Shipwreck 
Certificate documenting your dive. 
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Scuba Look 
Located at Grotto Bay Beach Hotel 
P.O. Box WK 658, 

Warwick WK BxX,Bermuda 
(441) 293-7319 ¢ (441) 295-2421 (fax) 
E-mail : scubaluk@ibl.bm 
www.diveguideint.com/p0078.htm 


Nautilus Diving, Ltd. Blue Water Divers Co., Ltd. 
Hamilton Princess Hotel Robinson’s Marina, P.O. Box SN 165 
P.O. Box HM237, Hamilton HM AX, Southampton SN BX, Bermuda 
Bermuda (441) 295-9485 (441) 234-1034 © (441) 234-3561 (fax) 
or Southampton Princess E-Mail : bwdivers@ibl.bm 
(441) 238-2332 © (441) 234-5180 (fax) www.divebermuda.com 







Fantasea Diving+Snorkelling Ltd. 
Darrell’s Wharf, 1 Harbour Rd. 
Paget PG 01, Bermuda 
(441) 236-6339 e (441) 236-8926 (fax) 
Toll free: 1-888-DO A DIVE 
E-mail : fantasea@ibl.bm 
www.Bermuda-Watersports.com/fantasea 


South Side Scuba Watersports Ltd. 
Sonesta Beach Resort 
Southampton, Bermuda 






(441) 238-1833 © (441) 236-0394 (fax) 
E-mail : southsid@ibl.bm 
www.Bermuda-Watersports.com 






Bermuda Hesarenieat of Tourism 
(800) 821-1199 
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ADVANCED DIVING 


The Ins and Outs 
of Cave Diving 


BY JEANNE BEAR SLEEPER 





ince prehistoric times people have 

been fascinated by caves. Our an- 
cestors found shelter and water, record- 
ed the history of their day, performed reli- 
gious ceremonies or crawled and climbed 
to uncover the mysteries of the cave. 
These prehistoric spelunkers stopped 
their exploration when confronted with a 
completely submerged passageway. 
With the development of scuba, men and 
women today are exploring water-filled 
caves in pursuit of scientific knowledge, 
for adventure or pure curiosity. 

Cave diving is an exhilarating, physical- 
ly and mentally challenging scuba activity. 
It requires extensive equipment, training 
and experience to be safe. If cave diving is 
in your future, begin your journey by con- 
tacting the National Association for Cave 
Diving or the National Speleological 
society—Cave Diving Section. These 
nonprofit educational organizations are 
dedicated to the safe study, exploration 
and conservation of caves. Open water 
certification agencies, such as NAUI or 
NASDS, also offer specialty cave diving 
programs that recognize, incorporate or 
piggyback on the NACD or NSS-CDS 
programs. Proper training is essential be- 
fore you attempt cave diving. The safety 





Many popular caves in Florida have signs 
posted at the entrance advising untrained 
divers of the hazards of proceeding farther. 


record of properly trained cave divers is 
outstanding. The grim fatality statistics of 
untrained, do it yourself, overconfident 
open water divers who attempt cave div- 
ing is frightening and tragic. Neither this 
article, books, nor years of open water 








diving are a substitute for training from a 
certified cave diving instructor. 

There are many types of caves around 
the world, including coral caves, sea 
caves formed by erosion, lava tube caves 
and underground caves formed by the 
dissolution of certain kinds of sedimenta- 
ry rock such as limestone and dolomite 
by slightly acidic, flowing groundwater. 
There are also sinkholes, cenotes, karst 
windows, sumps and underground 
lakes. By any name, they are all caves 
and require special equipment, tech- 
niques and training. 

Caves are places of wonderment. 
There is a religious feeling that comes 
with hovering mid-water in a giant room 
surrounded by stalactites of white, yel- 


SAFE CAVE DIVING PRACTICES 


1. Be trained and dive within the limita- 
tions of your training. 

2. Always run a single, continuous guide- 
line from outside the cave entrance through- 
out the dive. Always secure the line to pre- 
vent accidental removal. 

3. Always reserve a minimum of two-thirds 
of your beginning air supply for the trip back. 

4. Avoid deep diving. 

5. Always carry three dependable lights 
per person. 

6. Become proficient in emergency pro- 
cedures through practice in open water. 
Practice just before you make each cave 
penetration. 

7. Avoid panic by knowing and observing 
your own limitations. Never depend upon 
another diver’s ability to carry you through a 
dive. The dive team’s activities cannot ex- 
ceed the ability of the least able diver. 

8. Stay within arm’s reach of the guide- 
line and maintain visual contact with it at 
all times. 

9. Avoid silt by maintaining correct buoy- 
ancy and using proper cave diving finning 
techniques. Check behind yourself for silt. If 
you have stirred up silt, turn around and be- 
gin to exit immediately while maintaining 
close contact with the guideline and dive 
team members. 

10. Avoid passageways where you can- 
not turn around or share air easily. 

11. Stay near your buddy at all times and 
watch for signals. 

12. Remember that anyone can cancel a 
cave dive at any time for any reason and all 
divers exit together. Do not be pressured in- 
to attempting a dive or continuing a dive if 
you feel apprehensive or fearful. 

13. Always use the safest possible scu- 
ba equipment. 

14. Always carry the equipment neces- 
sary for handling an emergency and know 
how to use it. 

15. Never permit overconfidence to allow 
you to rationalize violating recommended 
cave diving safety procedures. 


low and orange. These columns were 
formed millions of years ago by dripping 
water, then flooded as the sea level 
rose. The scene reminds you of the 
grand cathedrals of Europe. Caves are 
home to species never found in open 
water and delight divers who discover 
the critters and aid in their identification 
and naming. 


THE CAVE ENVIRONMENT 

Cave diving involves unique hazards. 
There is no direct or sometimes even 
close, access to the surface. This ceiling 
makes you much more dependent upon 
your equipment, training and buddy. 

Monitoring air supply is critical. Be- 
cause an emergency swimming ascent is 
not possible and buddy breathing may 
not be an option, having an adequate air 
supply is mandatory. Normal open water 
reserves are inadequate. Cave divers 
have used the rule of thirds for years— 
use one-third going in, one-third coming 
out and save one-third as a reserve. For 


some types of cave diving, even more air 
than this is Saved as a reserve. 

Nearly all caves have a fine layer of silt 
on the bottom, walls or boulder tops. A 
brush of a fin, rush of water movement or 
a dragging gauge will disturb the silt and 
take the visibility from gin clear to zero in 
a flash. And it does not quickly settle out. 
A total siltout is one of a cave diver’s 
worst moments. Without a continuous 
guideline in hand, it can be impossible to 
find your way out. Cave diving courses 
teach head-down trim, precise buoyancy 
control and new fin kicks to reduce the 
chance of siltouts. 





Package in Grand Cayman With... 








Westin Casuarina Resort 
Villas Of The Galleon Condos 





red sail sports. 





DIVE WITH THE BEST 
‘Daily 2-Tank Dives 

Daily PM or Night Dives 

Unlimited Shore Diving 





ection 





Save Up To $31.50 Daily 


FROM ONLY $435.00 FOR A 3 NIGHT STAY! 





~~ Per Person Double Occupancy. Valid Sept.1-Dec. 15, 1997. 
INCLUDING! 


The 1 Did it All” Passport 
Packed With Discounts & Offers 
~~ Restaurants Specials, Free Drinks, Theme Nights ; 
Watersports Discounts - Beach Toys, Catamaran Cruises 


AND MUCH MORE!!! 








Great Airfare Rates With.. 


AmericanAirlines 





Something special in the air 


And DON'T Forget The Most Amazing "I Did It All" T-Shirt! 
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SPECIALTY EQUIPMENT 

A continuous, well laid line may be a 
Cave diver’s most important supplemental 
piece of gear. This safety line starts either 
at the surface or the mouth of the cave 
and is periodically anchored throughout 
the cave penetration. This is a lifeline out of 
the cave in the event of a siltout or a light 
failure. Never disturb a float or line near a 
cave. It is not lost or forgotten. Some fre- 
quently dived Florida springs have perma- 
nent lines. Do not remove, reroute, add a 
junction to or cut these lines. And, if you 
are not trained as a cave diver, never fol- 
low these lines into a cave. 

The reel and line used are specially 
designed for compactness, ease of one- 
handed use and reduced tangling. Plan 
to purchase a cave diving reel and new, 
continuous line when you take a cave 
diving class. 








A unique and attractive private island resort SUMMER SPECIAL Other scuba equipment will need to 
se natural beauty with casual elegance, modern comforts, $675.00 | be modified or purchased as well. 
fine foo dand as service. Beachside or hillside rooms, 


Cave divers use twin tanks connected 

air conditioned, with phone, cable T¥ refrigerator Pf nights AIC accommodations, with a dual valve manifold; two regul q- 

and private patio. Delienled dive operation, full s service marina, unlimited diving on both tors, one with a five to nine foot octo- 
all watersports, tennis and basketball courts. © North & South Coast of Roatan, — 


"Fantasy Island Beach Resort Dive @ Marina all meals @ welcome cocktail, | PUS HOSG: Tull exposure SUIT, three 
ROATAN ¢ BAYISLANDS ¢ HONDURAS and airport transfers. heavy duty, long lasting lights; full in- 

(800) 676-2826 * (813) 353-9414 * 011 (504) 45-5191 (Taxes not included.) strumentation; two masks; fins; cave 
L. —— : reel and line; buoyancy compensator; 
circle #68 on Reader Service Card ——_____—__—_————— | knife and backup line cutter; slate; di- 


rectional line markers; and compass. 


EEFFEEEFEFEFFEEESF DISCOVER... Extra clips and bands are needed to 

coo hold all the equipment close to your 

EOIN ES ce the wonders — bls body. There is no need for a snorkel. 

a One other essential is a trustworthy, 

of the sea | dependable buddy with whom you en- 
4 , . trust your life. 


SUMMARY 

Because training is so important, this 
article does not contain how to do it in- 
structions. It is merely a peek at what 
you will need as you begin an adventure 
that compares to few other explorations 
on earth. Training to become a cavern 
diver takes two to three days. Additional 
training to learn beginning cave diving 
takes another 8 to 12 days. At the end of 
the training you will have made 16 to 20 
total cave dives. 

NACD summarizes its philosophy with 
the commentary that “there are no short 
cuts to safe cave diving. Sound judgment, 
the use of common sense and competent 
training, followed by patience in gaining 
personal experience is the only method of 
achieving the goal of safe cave diving.” 

For more information or to order 
books about cave diving, contact the 
National Association for Cave Diving, 
P.O. Box 14492, Gainesville, FL 32604 
or the National Speleological Society— 
Cave Diving Section, P.O. Box 950, 
Branford, FL 32008-0950. 


Call us now and receive 
our free Guide to Bonaire! 
Includes maps, 

lodging 

descriptions, 

discount 

travel 


| ISLAND lodging and 


ADVENTURES | Giving options! 


CALL OUR BONAIRE EXPERTS: 
(800) 748-8733 (601) 353-7547 
FAX: (601) 353-7559 
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STUART COVE?’S 
DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
(Continued from Page 81) 


er draped in plate coral here with many 
lobster, eels and fish. 

DivE SouTH OCEAN: Walk through the 
gate at Dive South Ocean and you'll see 
a well organized operation with a lot of 
smiling faces. Neatly arranged along the 
waterfront are the dive boutique, camera 
center, rental equipment and gear stor- 
age areas. Show up with only your C- 
card and a swimming suit if you want 


JUNIORS DIVE FREE 


Always a great place for families, this 
summer Dive South Ocean is offering a 
special program for children between the 
ages of 12 and 15. One child in that age 
group goes free with one adult. That 
means if you take the open water scuba 
certification course, your child can take 


John Ciaramella 
Raand daughter faci. 





photo/Pamela Christman 


the junior certification course for free. If 
you dive, your junior certified child dives 
free, except for the specialty dives such 
as the Shark Adventure and Wall Flying. 


SOUTH OCEAN GOLF AND 
BEACH RESORT 


On the other side of New Providence 
from Nassau, the South Ocean Resort is 
on 190 acres of prime oceanfront property 
lined with along, white beach. There are 
250 rooms, divided between the beach- 
front and the golf course. The beachfront 
rooms feature cool tile floors, exceptional- 
ly large bathrooms, satellite television and 
balconies for enjoying the ocean view. 
Other amenities include three restaurants, 
two pools, tennis courts and a special 
child care facility. 


and the staff will outfit you quickly with 
everything you need. Dive South 
Ocean's three big compressors and a 
90,000 cubic foot cascade system en- 
sure there is plenty of clean, safe air. 


Seven custom dive boats let Stuart sep- 
arate the divers into small groups to 
avoid crowding. Look around any of the 
boats and you'll see a very high standard 
of maintenance and an outstanding at- 
tention to detail. The dive ladders extend 
well into the water at a comfortable angle 
and there are big, solid handrails to gral 
onto as you exit. Camera rinse barrels, 
dry storage areas, coolers, drinking wa- 
ter, freshwater rinse and emergency oxy- 
gen are standard features. 

THE HOLLYwoop QUOTIENT: Hollywood 
movie making has been an integral part of 
business at Dive South Ocean since 


7 Ay 
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a f & Rainforest 
 8$00-794-9RNR 19767) 
Ph: (415) 289-1760 © Fax: (415) 289-1763 
e-mail: rnrtravel@aol.com 
http://www.reefrainfrst.com 


See &Sea Travel Service, Inc. 
800-DIV-XPRT 
Ph: (415) 434-3400 © Fax: (415) 434-3409 
e-mail: divxprt@ix.netcom.com 
http://www.divxprt.com 


Tropical Adventures Travel 
800-247-3483 
Ph: WA (206) 441-3483 © Fax: (206) 441-5431 
e-mail: 103520.2014@compuserve.com 


1tto://www.travelsource.com/scuba/tadive.html 
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1980, when Stuart worked as a diver, 
double and shark handler on the James 
Bond thriller For Your Eyes Only. More 
movie work followed, with Never Say 
Never Again, Splash, Cocoon and 
Jaws—the Revenge. Hollywood turns to 
Stuart Cove’s time and again because 
the high quality of the operation is a per- 
fect match for the consistently excellent 
diving conditions. The entire dive shop 
and dock area was transformed into a 
fishing village recently for the movie ver- 
sion of Flipper. Most of the set is still in- 
tact, making a fascinating backdrop for 
the daily dive preparations. 
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Seer STUART COVE’S 
Discover Diving in the Remote Bahamas | pivesouTH OCEAN 








TRAVEL INFORMATION: Direct flights to 
Nassau are available from many East 
Coast cities, including Miami, New York, 
Newark, Boston and Washington, D.C. 
U.S. citizens need a passport or a certi- 
fied birth certificate and photo ID for en- 
try. U.S. and Bahamian dollars are inter- 
changeable and the electrical systems 
are compatible. The dress standard is ca- 
sual, although resort elegant wear may 
come in handy if you plan to dine out at 
one of the more formal restaurants. 


PHOTO AND VIDEO SERVICES 


Pamela Christman manages Fin Photo, 
the photo and video service at Dive South 
Ocean. Whether you a beginner or a profes- 
sional, Fin Photo can provide what you need. 
The rental still camera inventory includes 
both the Sea & Sea MX-10 and the Nikonos 
V. Acomplete line of lenses is available for 
the Nikonos cameras. Fin Photo also has a 
supply of essentials such as O-rings, batter- 
ies and film. Daily E-6 processing lets you 
see your film the next morning. And, Stuart 
= Cove’s has been selected as the site of the 
3 Nikon School of Underwater Photography 
= from July 19 to 26 this year. 

— Video enthusiasts will find Hi-8 cameras 
and housings available for rent, along with 
one of the most comprehensive video edit- 
ing stations anywhere. Upstairs there is a 
dedicated camera changing table, a bat- 
tery charging station and secure camera 
circle #80 on Reader Service Card Se SANA cE SUP y. BIE T LER AIRC storage lockers. In addition to Pam, there 


: are four fulltime staff members at Fin 
BR) JE SUIS Sl I S UL S/n) | eracssenice consort when 
6 ae ever you need it, they make custom videos, 
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Embark on your voyage of discovery in the pristine Bahamas aboard the award- 
winning Nekton Pilot. Experience first-class accommodations, delicious cuisine, and 
world-class unlimited diving from the elevating dive platform. Departing from South 
Florida and Great Exuma for week-long excursions, the Nekton Pilot is designed to 








pamper dives seeking comfort, adventure and the unique. 





Nexton Divine Cruises 
(800) 899-6753 © (954) 463-9324 


Conception Island 


Cay Sal Bank 







San Salvador 







shoot underwater portraits and teach pho- 
tography and video. 





ROATAN and COPAN 


A Fantastic Tour Package Offering the Best of Two Worlds | _ 


as 
Ys 


For more information or reservations, 
call Stuart Cove’s Dive South Ocean at 
(800) 879-9832. Outside the U.S., call 
(954) 524-5755 or fax (954) 524-5925. 
The e-mail address is SCove1045@aol. 
com. = 






REEF HOUSE RESORT - 
On the island of Roatan, 

Bay Islands Honduras, 
complete dive facility offering 
outstanding diving along 


= = = se 
the world’s second largest barrier reef. 
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in COPAN RUINS TOUR - Visit the site of the 
ie Pre-Columbian Mayan civilization, (| Forte JoINs CAYMAN Mapness: Forte, 
eb 
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9, 
> 





(pea Zt amie a beautiful trip to the a full-line manufacturer of quality scuba 

= eee highlands of Honduras. diving equipment, has become a full 

: : sponsor of Cayman Madness ’97. 

=, Forte's latest lines of regulators, BCs, 
masks, fins, snorkels and other equip- 
ment will be available for use—free—by 
Madness participants during the six 
week event, scheduled for September 
and October 1997. 

Other major sponsors include SKIN 
DIVER Magazine, Nikon, PADI, Sea 
Vision Masks, Sport Diver Manufacturing 
Company, Cayman Airways and the 
Cayman Islands Department of Tourism. 
All sponsors make major contributions to 
the enjoyment of visiting divers. 





— RESORT 


Roatan Bay Islands 800-328-8897 
Fax: 210-733-7889 


On Roatan: (504) 45-2142 or (504) 45-2297 
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Cayman Madness is an intensive, excit- 
ing, hilarious week-long diving vacation 
that includes the beautiful walls, wrecks 
and reefs of Grand Cayman. For reserva- 
tions or information, contact your local dive 
shop or call (800) 786-3483. = 


A WHALE SHARK VISITS GRAND Cay- 
MAN: | wo divers reported seeing a Whale 
Shark off Grand Cayman in December. 
Dave Ehnes, a Bob Soto’s dive instruc- 
tor, passed the story off as another fish 
tale. He had never seen a Whale Shark in 
Cayman water. 


photo/Dave Ehnes 





On January 1, Dave was guiding a 
group of divers through a site off Seven 
Mile Beach. When they came to the sur- 
face, he spotted a group of boats gath- 
ered in the distance. Somehow Dave 
knew the attraction was the Whale Shark. 

He arrived in time to see about 20 
snorkelers gathered around the 22 foot ju- 
venile Whale Shark (Rhincodon typus), 
which was calm and complacent on the 
surface. Dave got his guests in the water. 

He was amazed at the Whale Shark’s 
unusual behavior. At times the shark 
would bring its whole head out of the wa- 
ter, with its mouth open, and then rest at 
the surface, while snorkelers touched its 
wide, checkerboard colored skin. Then 
the shark would make a slow, spiralled 
descent to about 40 feet, giving snorkel- 
ers the ride of their lives. 

By the end of the hour long encounter, 
the group had swelled to about 50. The 
shark was not frightened and seemed to 
enjoy the attention. It repeated its diving 
routine for the duration of the visit and 
then made one last dive; disappearing in- 
to the abyss, never to be seen again. 

Whenever you’re in the water, keep a 
wary eye to the blue—next time you may 
be the object of curiosity for a beneficent 
denizen of the deep. = 


SEA FEVER DivinG Cruises: Sea Fever 
Diving Cruises has six different itineraries 
for week long live-aboard trios though The 
Bahamas on the 90 foot Sea Fever. The 
Sea Fever accommodates 14 guests and 
is equipped with a DNAX nitrox system. 

Sea Fever Diving Cruises has a new 
phone number, (954) 202-5608. For reser- 
vations and information, write to Sea Fever 
Diving Cruises, P.O. Box 21725, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33335. The toll free num- 
ber from the U.S. and Canada is (800) 
443-3837, = 


UNLIMITED DIVING PACKAGES! 


7 Nights from $902! 
5 Nights from $702! 


2-tank Afternoon Dives TGaRIaIRE Dives 
PACKAGE INCLUDES: 
e Hotel accommodations 
e All hotel gratuities and taxes 
e Airport Transfers 
e Unlimited boat and shore diving 
e Round trip mid-week air from Miami 
on Cayman Airways 
(nominal upgrades for Houston, 
Orlando and Tampa) © 


Not included are meals and “Those Who Fly Us, Love Us” 
Cayman departure tax. 
Price is per person based 
on double oes ie and il 
valid S 


eptemb GRAND C Wh WATE RSPORTS PARK 


ate ea 


Blackout periods apply. 
P.O. Box 1995, G.T., Grand Cayman, B.W.I. DIRECT: 809-949-8903 FAX: 809-949-0294 
Web Page: http://www. parrotslanding.com e E-mail: splash@parrotslanding.com 
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SAVE YOUR COPIES OF 


Here's the perfect way to keep your favorite issues of SKIN DIVER! These 
durable, custom-made cases and binders, in light blue with attractive gold lettering, will provide 
maximum protection and easy access. The binders feature a special 4-1/2" wide 
spring mechanism to hold individual rods that CHARGE ORDERS: Call TOLL FREE 
quickly snap in place. 7 days, 24 hours 
CASE(s):  1-$8.95 3-$24.95 6-$45.95 1-800-825-6690 
BINDER(s): 1-$11.25 3-$31.85 6-$60.75 $15 minimum 

(American Express, Master Card, Visa, Diners Club) 


2-tank Morning Dives 


© AD/SD 1997 





















Add $1.50 per case/binder for postage and handling. 
Outside Continental U.S. add $3.50 per case/binder (U.S. funds only). PA residents add 7% sales tax. 


MAIL ORDERS: Make checks or money orders (in U.S. funds) payable to 
Jesse Jones Industries and send to: 
Skin Diver, Jesse Jones Industries, Dept. 95 PET-SD 
499 East Erie Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134 
Please print clearly and provide your return address with ZIP CODE 


(no P.O. boxes please). Allow 4 - 6 weeks for delivery. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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Two Live-Aboards 
and a Land-Based 
Resort at the 


Outer Limits of 
the Diving World! 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BILL GLEASON 


a Ow do you ruin a good breakfast on 
a world-class live-aboard? Have 
someone yell “Orcas!” and watch what 
happens. On a recent trip to New Guinea, 
our breakfast was shattered with that one 
word. First the cabin emptied of all pas- 
sengers and then the crew abandoned 
their tasks to check out the scene. A mini- 
pod of four, 15 to 16 foot Orcas was giv- 
ing our live-aboard, Peter Hughes’ Star 
Dancer, a thorough check out. 

Peter Hughes, Captain 
Don Edwards and | volun- 
teered to be the first free- 
divers in the water. We 
dropped in quietly, in the 
path of the Orcas. Down 
we went, 30 or 40 feet, no 
bottom in sight. Out of 
blue emerged four Orcas, 
the closest was just a few 
feet away. The encounter 
was serene, eerie, silent 
and awesome. This is div- 
ing in the Papua New 
Guinea’s Bismarck Sea— 
it is the outer limits of the 
Diving World. 

The Bismarck Sea is perhaps one of 
the last pristine areas in the undersea 
world. It is remarkably rich in marine life, 
with schools of fish swarming every pin- 
nacle and marine mammals making con- 
sistent appearances (a pod of 15 Orcas 
calls the Bismarck Sea home year- 
round). It is the cutting edge of dive travel 
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Crinoids and corals proliferate 


on the pristine and unspoiled 
reefs in'the Bismapck Sea. 


Above: Percula Clownfish 
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(Amphiprion percula). Marine life 
in the Bismarck Sea is exotic and 
diverse, with new species still being 
identified. Right: A school of Chevron 
Barracuda—a familiar sight in this 


clear, crystal blue water. 





= The FeBrina has been newly re- 
an “fitted to world-class standards. 





photo/Ron Wyman 


Peter Hughes’ luxurious, 
120 foot Star Dancer. 


photo/Tammy Peluso 


An encounter with an Orca is 
not rare in the Bismarck Sea. 





and presents a once in a lifetime oppor- 
tunity to explore uncharted seas. 

Papua New Guinea is no stranger in 
the diving Hall of Fame, but much of the 
fabled diving has been done in the 
Northern Coral Sea and Milne Bay, 
about an hour south by small plane from 
where our expedition took place. We 
were working out of a place called 
Walindi on New Britain Island, which is 
about an hour’s drive and a lifetime away 
from anything resembling civilization. 

There are plantations here and there, 
growing copra, and scattered villages, 
growing not much at all. You will find an 
“expat” out and about, except for 
Friday nights, when they all gather at 
“Max’s Place,” otherwise known as 
Walindi Plantation, a 12 room resort 
that pioneered diving in the Bismarck 
Sea years ago. It is considered by many 
to be the doorway to the best diving in 
the world. 

We were there, exploring the outer lim- 
its—and it lived up to its reputation. This 
was my third trip to the area and my first 
bad weather experience—a big storm 
pounded Fiji. We dived every day but the 
conditions were rougher than usual and 
the sun didn’t shine. The guests on the 
live-aboards that operate out of Walindi 
didn’t seem to mind. They were here to 
dive and the diving was fabulous, even 
before the Orcas showed up. 

The Bismarck Sea lies to the north 
and east of Papua New Guinea; its 
southern border laps the shores of New 
Britain, which is where the action begins. 
The area around New Britain Island 
seems to have been carved out ofa 
tropical wilderness. The towering moun- 

tains (up to 14,000 feet) are the back- 
drop that greets you each day. The 
area is littered with small islands 
and shoals, making it easy to 
find more than 200 dive sites in 
the area of Kimbe Bay alone 
(the Bay is closest to Walindi; 
the live-aboards range farther). 

Now, when | say Kimbe Bay, don’t 
think of a small, sheltered bay. It is a large 
oceanic body of water, covering thou- 
sands of square miles. Everything in the 
Bismarck Sea is on a different scale from 
the rest of the world—wilder, richer and 
more lush than any place I’ve ever seen. 

The dive operators (two live-aboards 
and the land based Walindi Plantation) 
are sitting on the best diving in the world. 
Sharks are seen on almost every dive 
and the Orcas are not unusual. There are 
also large rays most of the time (we saw 
one in the mouth of an Orca!) and the 
soft corals are as prevalent as in Fiji's 
north. Add to this schooling Barracudas, 
jacks and other pelagics—halfway 
through the trip | realized every time | 
stopped to take a picture | was missing 
some of the action! 


SKIN DIVER JUNE 1997 107 








EXPLORING THE 
BISMARCK SEA 


The dive sites here are called “bom- 
mies” (Australian for coral head, mates) 
and are too numerous to list. The sites 
are similar to pinnacles and sea 
mounts—they usually start in very deep 
water and rise dramatically to the sur- 
face. As in the South Pacific, the peak 
time to dive the sites is when there is a lit- 
tle current. The prevailing currents in the 
Bismarck Sea are gentle in comparison 
to Cozumel’s or Fiji’s. It’s more like a 
gentle drift than a real current. The cur- 
rents bring nutrients, which means the 
corals open up and feed. When the small 
fish get into the act, the big fish are not 
far behind and pretty soon you're running 
out of superlatives for your dive log! 

The Bismarck Sea and Kimbe Bay of- 
fer many opportunities for exploration. 
Visitors should probably plan to spend 
more than a week here, since the flight 
time is long and the diving (and PNG cul- 
ture) rich. Walindi Plantation is the hub of 
operations and the only land based re- 
sort. It has 12 oceanfront bun- 
galows, a main house and pool 
and offers divers full dive ser- 
vices and Walindi Photo, a full 
photo facility. Walindi Plantation 
dives the classic sites of Kimbe 
Bay—Inglis Shoals, North 
Emma, Emma and Cristine’s. 
Don’t miss them. 

Both live-aboards, the Star 
Dancer and FeBrina, depart and 
return from Walindi on regular 
(one week) and extended range 
(ten day) trips. Peter Hughes’ 
120 foot Star Dancer defines the 
terms “luxury” and “service” for the entire 
live-aboard industry. There are eight spa- 
cious, deluxe staterooms, all with private 
bath and shower. 

The MV FeBrina is a newly refitted 72 
foot live-aboard, with seven cabins (three 
with private bath and four semi private). 
The comfortable and informal ambiance 
provides an air of intimacy. 

Your first dives aboard these boats 
will take place right off Walindi in the su- 
perb environment of Kimbe Bay. After 
this, they have different itineraries. Star 
Dancer concentrates on the western 
areas of the Bismarck Sea, with normal 
itineraries including the Witu Islands 
and Garove Island. On extended range 
trips, it ventures farther west to the 
Strudels Group, with oceanic pinnacles 
soaring from 3,000 feet to within 25 feet 
of the surface. During certain months of 
the year, Star Dancer does sail north 
and east as well. Star Dancer cruises 
the farthest on regular trips, to the 
Witu’s and beyond. 

FeBrina concentrates on Kimbe Bay 
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sites and ventures north and east to The 
Fathers, which is spectacular. On ex- 
tended range trips, it also goes to the is- 
lands surrounding Rabaul, the next large 
island, and an area known as Kavieng. 
FeBrina will head west during certain 
weather conditions. FeBrina ventures 
farther out to the north and east on regu- 
lar trips. 

The cruising ranges are quite impor- 
tant, since they set the style and tone of 
each operation. With the most ground to 
cover, Star Dancer’s Captain Don 
Edwards moves the boat frequently, en- 
suring a complete range of Bismarck 
Sea diving. On FeBrina, Captain Alan 
Raabe cruises more leisurely and can 
“sit” on a site for as long as the passen- 
gers wish. This makes it perfect for pho- 
to groups that are not concerned with 
exploring but just want to find a good 
site and shoot. Walindi’s Dive Oper- 
ations Manager, Glenn Barrall, an expert 
on rare fish species, does cover less 
ground than the live-aboards but the 
diving is just as incredible. 

For visitors, the travel combinations 

(Continued on Page 138) 






From Walindi 
Plantation, 


guests can ex- 
plore the fasci- 
nating diving 
found just off- 
shore in the 
BismarcRSea. 
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WALINDI PHOTO 


Tammy Peluso, longtime SKIN DIVER con- 
tributing editor and veteran South Pacific travel- 
er, chose Walindi Plantation for the site of her 
new business, Walindi Photo. Operations started 
in June of this year and offer a full range of photo 
equipment, E-6 processing and specialized pho- 
to instruction. Tammy will lead photo tours from 
the resort and will also make guest appearances 
on the live-aboards during certain cruises. In ad- 
dition to custom photo courses, Tammy is avail- 
able for U/W modeling. 


Dates for Tammy’s guest appearances: 


Star Dancer: August 2 to 9 

FeBrina: November 17 to 24 
Star Dancer: January 10 to 17, 1998 
FeBrina: April 2 to 9, 1998 

Star Dancer: July 11 to 18, 1998 
FeBrina: Nov. 27 to Dec 4, 1998 


ee ae 








YS-30 Duo NEW! 

An engineering triumph! The world’s smallest 
(hemahemiamaat-mer-lisamenm Zolelmar-lare) mile lanc-sa(olalay 
1.2 pounds) TTL strobe and the only one that 
syncs for TTL in slave mode. Sea & Sea and 
Nikonos compatible via unique dual circuitry. 
Delivers 250 flashes, covers a 20mm lens. 
Perfect for multiple strobe applications. 





YS-120 Duo 

Light years ahead of our time! The first strobe 
to automatically adapt for TTL with four and 
five pin connectors. Just select the appropriate 
user-replaceable sync cord. Features ultra wide 
105° beam, ready and TTL indicators on both 
sides of the strobe head. A world-class flash in 
Feaolanlel-[aa el-14.¢-101- 


Underwater 
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Photography USA 
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PE : 2 “Under the sea, 
| =. oc of life can be 
YS-60 illustrated 
best by the 
quality of light 
from a Sea & 9ea 
strobe.” 


Sea & Sea strobe user since 1981 





NEW! 


This new version of the bestselling YS-50 has the 
expanded capabilities neophytes and pros need 
to master the light. Wider beam covers even a 
15mm lens and variable power modes (Full, 1/2 
Yate mlm olgeyie(-mcole-] Miil-\acenconuule(-e-larel(= 
image control. Available for Sea & Sea, Nikonos, 
and housed Nikon cameras. 


YS-300 

A Rolls Royce of a flash for serious photographers 
with a wide 100° beam, three manual power 
modes (Full, 1/2, 1/4), slave and TTL modes. 
Incorporates acoustic and neon ready and TTL 
confirmation signals plus a separately-powered 
target light. Available for Sea & Sea, Nikonos, and 
housed Nikon cameras. 


Whether You're a Protessional 
Underwater Photographer 
or an Occasional One, There’s a 


Sea & Sea Strobe tor You. 
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Sailing and Diving 
in Paradise 


Rendezvous inthe * 
Baca valeclaNciclarels 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BILL HARRIGAN 
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This photo: Little Harbour 
anchorage on Peter Island. 
Inset below: A diver swims 
past a moored charter yacht 
on the way to a shallow 

reef off Peter Island. 












{ s there a diver who doesn’t dream of sailing 
around the world on a luxurious yacht, exploring 
the world’s great dive sites? For many of us, this Is 
our rush hour entertainment, a fantasy we indulge 
in while stuck in traffic on the way to work. 

Well, it doesn’t have to be a fantasy—in the 
British Virgin Islands you can sail, dive and play 
ashore on some of the most perfect tropical islands 
in any ocean. With possibly the world’s largest and 
most modern fleet of sail and power charter boats, 
scores of outstanding dive sites and beautiful 
beachfront resorts, the options are wide open. Stay 
ashore for part of your vacation and aboard a char- 
ter boat for the rest. Spend a week sailing on a ded- 
icated live-aboard dive boat. Or, go straight to your 
own charter yacht and spend an idyllic week wan- 
dering the islands according to your whims. 
Circumnavigating the globe in search of diving ad- 
venture requires a commitment few of us can 
make, but the BVIs can be crisscrossed easily in a 
week and offer some truly world-class diving. And, 
the diving could hardly be easier, thanks to ren- 
dezvous service by the BVI dive operators. 

RENpDeEzvous Divina: The concept of rendezvous 
diving ranks right up there with automatic transmis- 
sions and permanent press fabric as far as conve- 
nience goes. Here is how it works: You wake up on 
your first morning as temporary owner of a yacht 
worth up to a million dollars and you feel like 
scuba diving. All you have to do is 
pick up the radio | 
and call one 
of the ren- 
dezvous dive 
operators, 
such as Underwater 
Safaris, Kilbride’s 
Underwater Tours, Dive ef 


Peter Island eS 


SP 
“ Jost Van Dyk 
iar ys 


CS 


Great Camanoe 


Virgin Gorda 


Island 


BVI, Baskin in the Sun or a 


Blue Water Divers. Tell them Norman Istand 
qaeer 

where you are or where you 
are going to be and they will arrange a 
convenient rendezvous. No dive gear? No prob- 
lem—give them your size and they will bring rental 
gear for you. If your companions sail while you dive, 
just let the dive operator know and they can deliver 
you to the new anchorage after the dive. 

Dive instruction is also available on a ren- 
dezvous basis. This is particularly true of check- 


Top: The drive shaft on the 
stern section of the RMS 
Rhone. Above: A rendezvous 
dive boat from Underwater 
Safaris comes alongside a 
charter yacht anchored off 
Peter Island. Right: A diver 
peers into the cockpit of an 
aircraft at Coral Garden. 
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Satling and Diving 
in the BVI 


out dives for a certification course. You 
can take the academic and pool portions 
of your course at home and come down 
to the warm water of the BVIs for the 
open water dives rather than suffer 
through them in a cold, murky quarry. 
The rendezvous diving concept makes 
diving and sailing more compatible than 
ever but there are some practical limits to 
keep in mind. The British Virgin Islands 
are serviced by landbased dive opera- 
tors. Most of the popular anchorages are 
readily included but there are a few 
places where you’re on your own. Having 
fresh tanks delivered to your boat by ren- 
dezvous is possible but not all of the op- 
erators are set up to provide that service. 
BVI Divina: The diving conditions in 
the British Virgin Islands are as consis- 
tently good as you can find anywhere in 
the world. The visibility is nearly always 60 
to 100 feet and frequently as high as 120. 
On three days out of the last five that | was 
there, the visibility was in the 100 to 120 
foot range. The water temperature is typi- 
cally between 80 and 84°F, dropping only 
a few degrees during a brief period in the 
winter. Thermal protection favored by 
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20 Meals © 17 Dives © Airfare to/from Miami 
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Lighthouse Reef 


NANNY CAYE RESORT & MARINA 
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS/TORTOLA 
SPECIAL 7NTS/8BDAYS 


$1,140 eebocce 


Includes — 
RT air from Ft. Lauderdale, ground transfer, 6-2 tank dives, 
A/C studio accomm, room taxes, pool, tennis, welcome cocktail. 


LOW AIRFARE *LIVEABOARDS *LAND ADVENTURES 
* Bahamas * Costa Rica 
*Bay Islands Honduras *Dominica 
* Belize * Galapagos 
British Virgin Islands *Saba 
Cayman Islands *Nevis 


ADVENTURE EXPEDITIONS, INC. 
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BOCA RATON, FL 33432 
FAX: 561-347-2474 
INTERNET: www.aexpedition.com 
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divers from about March to December in- 
cludes shorties, Polartecs, Lycra skins 
and T-shirts. Shorties and light wetsuits 
are more comfortable in January and 
February. The British Virgin Islands are 
not in the path of any strong ocean cur- 
rents and the tidal range is fairly small, re- 
sulting in diving conditions where strong 
currents are rare. The conditions on the 
surface are usually calm, too, because 
the trade winds are blocked by the moun- 
tainous islands, creating protected lees 
where the water is flat. Most of the diving 
here is between 20 and 80 feet deep, and 
many of the most interesting parts are 
shallower than 60 feet. 

The British Virgin Islands are not known 
for big creature encounters, although 
even these happen occasionally. During 
the last year, divers have been lucky 
enough to swim with Whale Sharks near 
two of the famous wrecks. What you can 
expect on every trip is an extraordinary 
number of fish species and a great deal of 
variety from site to site. BVI diving runs the 
full gamut and it will take you more than a 
week of intense diving to sample it all. 
More than anything else though, British 
Virgin Islands diving is a treasure chest for 
anyone intrigued by reef fish. 

Another plus for diving in the British 
Virgin Islands is the protection afforded 
by the National Parks Trust Reef Pro- 
tection Programme, in association with 
the BVI dive operators. Almost 200 
moorings have been installed at prime 
dive locations throughout the islands. 
The moorings are of the environmentally 
sensitive embedded anchor type devel- 
oped by John Halas at the Key Largo 
National Marine Sanctuary, which allow 
boats to be moored directly over the best 
spots without damage. Different color 
buoys have been installed for use by dive 
operators and charter boats, so potential 
conflicts are avoided while making it easy 
for everyone to enjoy the superb snorkel- 
ing and diving. 

SUPERB SAiLiNG: The British Virgin 
Islands are one of the best places in the 
world for sailing. In fact, many sailors 
would say they are the best place. The 
reason is these islands are blessed with 
nearly perfect conditions year-round. The 
clear, warm water, consistent winds and 
abundant calm anchorages are ideal for 
sailing. There are very few hazardous 
shallows and the islands are all within 
plain sight, so navigating is easier than 
finding your car in a mall parking lot. 

CREWED OR BAREBOAT: None of the 
sailing in the British Virgin Islands is diffi- 
cult—the islands are too close together 
and the waters too protected for that— 
but a professional crew does all the work 
on acrewed charter. All of the charter 
companies offer this option, usually for 
their larger boats. For instance, a captain 
and mate are available on the Moorings 


510s, 51 foot Beneteau high perfor- 
mance yachts that sleep up to eight in 
four separate cabins in addition to the 
two crew members. What is the advan- 
tage of a crewed charter? The crews are 
nearly all couples with extensive knowl- 
edge of the islands and many great ideas 
for what to do next. You can let them 
take care of everything, from sailing the 


BVI SAIL/DIVE OPERATORS 


The Bitter End Yacht Club 
(800) 872-2392 

(809) 494-2746 

(312) 944-2860 (fax) 


Blue Water Divers 
(809) 494-2847 
(809) 494-0198 (fax) 


Kilbrides Underwater Tours 
(800) 932-4286 

(809) 495-9638 

(809) 495-7549 (fax) 


Millennium 
(800) WE-DIVE- | 


Treasure Isle Hotel 
(800) 368-9994 

(809) 494-2501 

(809) 494-2507 (fax) 


Trimarine 

(800) 648-3393 
(809) 494-2490 
(809) 494-5774 (fax) 


Underwater Safaris 
(800) 537-7032 

(809) 494-3235 

(809) 494-5322 (fax) 


Yacht Promenade 
(800) 526-5503 
(809) 494-3853 
(809) 494-5577 (fax) 


boat to cooking the meals, while you just 
relax and have fun. It’s like being one of 
those rich owners but you don’t have to 
actually be rich. When three or four cou- 
ples share the cost of a crewed charter, 
the price per person is competitive with 
many all-inclusive resorts. Another ad- 
vantage of crewed yachts is that they can 
be booked by the cabin, so you don’t 
have to charter the entire boat. 
“Bareboat” refers to a boat that is 
chartered without a crew or provisions. 
You Sail it yourself and buy and cook your 
own food. You don’t need to be an ex- 
pert sailor or have a Coast Guard license 
to take out a yacht, although you do 
need to prove to the charter company 
that you can bring the boat back in one 
piece. You would probably be surprised 
at how little experience is sufficient 
though, and the charter companies are 
generally willing to do whatever is neces- 
sary to build your competence to the 
proper level. For instance, if you know 
your way around power boats but you 
don’t have much time sailing, many com- 
panies will let you take the boat with a 
captain for the first couple of days. When 
the captain is comfortable with your 
skills, he or she will sign you off to sail the 
boat yourself. If your experience with 
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KILBRIDES 
UNDERWATER TOURS 
At The Bitter End-Yacht Club 
catering to divers 
/} and non-divers alike. 
4 (800) 932-4286 
mg (809) 495-9638 
f) FAX (809) 495-7549 


THE BITTER END YACHT CLUB 
8-day /7-night packages include 
all meals, luxury accommodations 
in seaside villas. Sailing, scuba 
diving, guided or on your own. 
PADI resort course. 

Watersports. Excursions. 

(800) 872-2392 


oe TRIMARINE 
Once you have dived and sailed 
i ~withus, you will find only our 
| standards are acceptable. 
(800) 6483393 
FAX (809) 494-5774 
e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 


aa S/V MILLENNIUM 
. "| Luxury live-aboard sailing & diving 
= yacht. 2-8 guests. First-class all- 

watersport adventure with lavish 
accommodations in the best exotic 
destinations in the Caribbean. 
(800) WE-DIVE-1 
e-mail: sailaway@caribsurf.com 
http:/ www.svmillennium 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 
Arelaxed yet professional 
approach to diving makes us the 
preferred choice among residents 
and areturn favorite for visitors. 
Located at Nanny Cay Marina 
(809) 494-2847 

FAX (809) 494-0198 


UNDERWATER SAFARIS 
Dive the Best of the BVI 

including the Wreck of the Rhone. 
Rendezvous Tours’ with 
personalized guided groups. 
Hotels / Dive packages. 

(800) 537-7032 : (809) 494-3235 
FAX (809) 494-5322 


YACHT PROMENADE 
Dive when and where you 
choose throughout our magical 
islands. Enjoy 5 star service and 

/ ead cuisine. Join us, relax and be 

S91 pampered aboard the 
Promenade. 
(800) 526-5503 - (809) 494-3853 
www.yachtpromenade.com 
TREASURE ISLE HOTEL 
Delightful, “gingerbread” hotel. 
Spacious waterview rooms. Dive 
i facility. Dive/Sail vacations offered 

with The Moorings yacht charters. 
Complimentary watersports. 
(800) 368-9994 - (809) 494-2501 
FAX (809) 494-2507 


For more information on the 
Dive/Sail Experience, contact 
the BVI Tourist Board 
at 1-800-835-8530 
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boats Is very limited, there are learn to 
sail programs that combine two or three 
days of sailing school with a regular 
bareboat charter. The nice thing about 
this arrangement is that everyone learns 
at the same time, using the actual boat 


Sailing and Diving 
in the BVI 
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Scuba Adventure 
Certified divers have option of guided dive 
tours or exploring with buddies on their own. 
Resort course for non-certified divers. 
Luxury accommodations. 


Complete packages available. 


one island, one resort, one dream ... 


1-800-872-2392 


or call your travel agent 


~-) THE BITTER END YACHT CLUB 


NORTH SOUND, VIRGIN GORDA, BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 
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that you will sail on your charter. 

LIVE-ABOARD SAILING AND DIvING: If 
you want the definitive combination of big 
boat sailing and diving, the trimaran Cuan 
Law charts a different course through the 
British Virgin Islands every week for up to 
20 divers in ten spacious and air-condi- 
tioned cabins. You'll be pampered on 
this 105 foot luxury live-aboard, while 
making up to 18 dives from a pair of cus- 
tom inflatables. Promenade is a 65 foot 
trimaran that combines a smaller dose of 
quality diving with all the other attractions 
of a week long sail. Promenade’s 20 foot 
Wellcraft expands the diving horizon 
without interfering with other activities 
aboard. Millennium, a 55 foot perfor- 
mance catamaran, offers live-aboard 
dive and sail adventures for up to eight 
guests. Millennium is laid out for privacy 
and comfort and, like Promenade, is a fa- 
vorite for family charters. All three of 
these boats offer the kind of exhilarating 
sailing that only comes from big boats 
with big rigs. Some of the harder to get to 
dives, such as the wreck of the Chi- 
kuzen, the wall at Drop-Off and cavern 
at Grand Central Station, are more 
likely to be reached on these larger live- 
aboards. 

A PERFECT WEEK: Six of uS wanted a 
dive vacation together recently, so we 
chartered a boat to see how the dive/ 
sail/shore adventure compares to staying 
ashore or diving on a live-aboard. We 
came with different expectations about 
diving. Some wanted to make a couple of 
dives, some wanted to dive as often as 
possible and one was not really interested 
in breathing compressed air at all. We 
elected to charter a crewed yacht, even 
though several of us are experienced 
boaters. It just seemed to free us up for 
fun, plus nobody wanted to cook. 
Besides, we had heard the food on the 
live-aboards and crewed charters was 
outstanding. Here is how our trip went: 

Day One: We went right from the air- 
port to our boat, a51 foot Beneteau that 
was only three years old and still soarkled 
like new. Matt and Christina, our captain 
and first mate, were great. They seemed 
to have a sixth sense for when to be part 
of the group and when to leave us to our 
own devices. The charter company had 
already sent us a questionnaire about 
food, drink and activity preferences, so 
the boat was already provisioned and 
ready to go. Each couple had a private 
stateroom, including a double berth and a 
bathroom. The salon was large and airy; 
finished, like the rest of the interior, in love- 
ly varnished wood. On deck, there was 
plenty of room for all of us to lounge com- 
fortably in the cockpit, which was protect- 
ed from the sun by a custom Bimini top. 

We decided on an easy sail over to 
Norman Island from Tortola to get things 

(Continued on Page 126) 
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Ser Ge oe Hughes Diving sets the standard in Uivegbeara Luxury - 

ae with first class features like spacious air-conditioned cabins with ensuite facilities, 
icing ee)iicr=) service, and sit down dining with full course meals, a Peter Hughes 


} fhience - ola) erey-lae amenities such as fully stocked Be face dive 
“deck services, rigid deco bars, and daily E-6 processing and video services 
Pe ig AV just a few examples of Peter’s quest to deliver the ultimate dive adventure. 
”/eieNalue - With a top notch dive crew to guide you, you'll get more dive 


| bly for your dollars with a Peter Hughes liveaboard experience. 
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BELIZE 


Wave Dancer 


Dive offshore atolls beyond the world’s second 
largest barrier reef, including the famed Lighthouse 
Reef, where you'll discover the Blue Hole and the 
magnificent nature preserve at Half Moon Cay. 
Solem Stole Ms (cl avdialialemicelanmett-(ecemesiit-ie-m-lle)are tale 
walls, to eagle rays, manta rays, turtles, tarpon and 
a resident dolphin named Honey. 


BAY ISLANDS 


Wind Dancer 


Discover excitement below as you dive an ee is 
itinerary off the north coast of Honduras. Experie 
greatly diversified wall diving ateach of the Bay 
Islands where walls start at only 15, 20 or 45° feet. te 
Witness abundant stony corals, colorful sponges, 
schooling fish, dolphins and even the occasional 
whale shark. Dive spectacular sites like Roatan, 
Guanaja, Sea Mounts and Utila and see the littlest 

of the little in the macro dive destination of the Cayos 
(Orolo siialecmisit-lelere 
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the more popular of the Turks and Caicos Islands, 
Providenciales’ northwestern wall. Great wall diving 
with spectacular drop-offs, and cruising eagle rays, 
sharks and other pelagics, maybe even encounter 
the great humpback whales on their annual winter 
migration through the Turks Island Passage or the 
Caicos Island Passage. 
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FIRST WOMAN TO SKIPPER THE SCUBA- 
DREW ON LAKE Me ao: Patricia M. Bodin, 
PADI divemaster, satisfactorily complet- 
ed testing for her U.S. Coast Guard mas- 
ter’s license, which allows her to pilot 
passenger vessels with more than six 
passenger. According to National Park 
Service records and local park conces- 
sionaires, Bodin is the first woman to 
have obtained this USCG rating and op- 
erated a commercial vessel within the 
National Park Recreational area. She op- 
erates the Scubadrew on Lake Mead 
and the Spectrum on the Colorado River, 
45 miles outside of Las Vegas, Nevada. 
The Scubadrew is a 28 foot custom dive 
boat built by Canaveral Custom Boats in 
Florida and the first USCG certified dive 
boat to operate in the inland waters re- 
gion of the southwest. The Spectrum is a 
24 foot pontoon dive boat, ideal for the 
Colorado River drift diving conditions. 

Pat’s husband, Drew Bodin, is also a 
USCG captain and PADI divemaster. 
Together they own and operate Drew’s 
Dam Divers, Inc. With their latest pur- 
chase of the Scubadrew, they can now 
accommodate up to 15 divers on Lake 
Mead. They schedule dive charters on 
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and holi- 
days, however a group of divers may 
book a charter for any day, if coordinated 
in advance. 

Charters include tanks, weights and 
weightbelts. Beverages and a light lunch 
are provided. Lake Mead can accommo- 
date beginner through advanced divers, 
while the Colorado River is a drift dive, 
recommended for advanced divers. 

For more information call (800) 291 - 
2650. = 


JOIN FREEDIVING WORLD CHAMPION 
PIPIN IN THE Bay ISLANDS: Peter Hughes 
Diving, Inc. has two special charters 
aboard Wind Dancer in the Bay Islands of 
Honduras. During the weeks of July 5 
and July 12, 1997, freediving world 
champion Pipin will be conducting a free- 
diving clinic aboard Wind Dancer. 

The course is designed to train divers 
to reach depths down to 75 feet. It cov- 
ers essential freediving physics, physiol- 
ogy, breathing techniques and equip- 
ment. It is divided into three segments: 
six hours in the classroom; three hours in 
shallow water; and nine hours of open- 
water dives. 

Rates on Wind Dancer for these two 
weeks are discounted 20 percent and 
there is a $300 surcharge for the clinic. 
Space is limited so call (800) 9- 
DANCER, check out the Web site at 
htto://www.peterhughes.com or e-mail 
dancer@peterhughes.com. = 








SIMPLY DEPENDABLE 


“T have always said that it 
could never happen to me.” 


To Whom it May Concern: 


I always said it could never happen to me. Well, 

it did. I ran out of air at 75'. During the surface 

interval I swapped tanks. When I turned on the 

valve, my hoses ne leading me to believe 

I had a full tank of air. My pier mistake was 

I never looked at the gauge. To my 

surprise, the second tank was never 

filled at the dive center. We dropped 

down to 75 feet. Everything 

was fine, we were 8 minutes 

into the dive. All of a sudden 

the air stopped iia 

My pressure gauge fell 

limp in my hand, there 

was no air in my tank. 

Thank God I was wear- 

ing my Spare Air. I simply 

put it in my mouth and 

 _ began to breathe. At 

> that moment I realized 

: just how precious 

. air is. I know Spare 

: Air saved me 

from injury or 

| ae death. 

; ) “tel ow I will 

; not jump in 

SPECIALLY SELECTED BC'S < without it 
NOW AVAILABLE WITH A = 4, WEE egGiag), testi 0s 
SPARE AIR" POCKET Alt 


Spare Air™ is a totally self contained (2.7 “ag | > Divemaster 
cu. ft. of air), refillable backup air system Testimonial 
that’s small and easy to use. Spare Air™ is va m «#68 


“SIMPLY DEPENDABLE.” 
*Tested and approved by the U.S. Navy. 


SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS, INC. 


“The leader in self rescue breathing systems’ | 

18072 Gothard Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92648 » OPTIONAL 
Available at your local dive shop or call (800) 648-3483—(714) 842-6566 LEASH CLIPS ON 
Only those who are properly trained or certified should use or operate life “ ANYWHERE 
support equipment. ©1995, Submersible Systems, Inc. ¥ 
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¢, BECOME A PADI INSTRUCTOR ° 


« 
@ Courses Offered © Openwater Diver thru Instructor Development ° % 
¢ NITROX Diver thru NITROX Instructor ey 


ave e Technical Diver thru Technical Instructor bd 


Career Development Center ¢ Dive Center Operations I, II, & III 


KEITH MATTSON, Course Director 15561 FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE, INC @ 


Licensed by the Florida State Board _ a Division of THE DIVE STATION . 
roy as bate (yexaele(oui@ mexientaeeielelamcelerle(eitele **kk*kx*xPADI 5 STAR CDC 


(era elitiae) Amy Peele(melecemsienitiCcanwecarlere) cy - 
License No. 1000. 3465 Edgewater Drive, Orlando, Florida 32804 


FOR MORE Phone (407) 423-4734 
1-800-282-3328 2 
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Whether ¢ SON t am gliding along effortlessly in water as warm as blood and clear as 
ie crystal. The nearly invisible water allows me to visualize the continuous 
; mae? = spine of coral peaks as a flight of fantasy: It is as if | were a kind of aquatic 
YOu Ve Been > Be Seer §=SupErman flying over the Grand Canyon, only instead of birds, there are 
pba =, y fishes flitting about. 

D IV! Ng fo r J eee —s| look over my shoulder and find my dive buddy exactly where | knew he 
Weeks or A le es would be. That kind of mental telepathy, of knowing exactly where your 
LER es  partneris during any moment of the dive, comes with a lot of experience. 
ety. That is what | share with Juan Leca, instructor, dive operator and 20 year 

Lecad CS, Th IS veteran of Cozumel diving. 


: Juan and | are on a kind of dive holiday; actually | am on a photographic assign- 
M Ex!Cdl Parad IS€ ment and Juan is using this as an opportunity for an adventure. An adventure is ex- 


actly what we are experiencing; the second day of diving on a new site we have dis- 
Ofte rs S pectac U | at covered between the traditional dive sites of Tormentos and Chancanab reefs. 


ey Now | am at 100 feet, feeling not a hint of a nitrogen buzz, owing to the 32 per- 

LD IVI Ng Experiences cent enriched air mixture (nitrox) |am breathing. That and an increase in bottom 
times are the advantages over plain air; the increased responsibility is a very strict 

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY depth limitation. The current pushes us along at about three-quarters of a knot—a 
BY RICK FREHSEE good ride for decent sightseeing. After about five minutes of gliding along a lacklus- 
ter ledge nearly devoid of large sponges and corals, the wall turns inshore and El 

Castillo—the castle—appears. It is incredible in decoration and nearly unbelievable 

in size, a huge wall, nearly vertical, sometimes undercut and as long as a football 
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field. It begins at about 100 feet and plummets, it would 
appear, to infinity. A diver in the Caribbean, especially in a 
popular place such as Cozumel, will rarely find a coral 
landscape so absolutely pristine. Beneath the ledges at 
the start of the wall are giant buff tube soonges, some 
very symmetrical and others bent into weird shapes by 
the current. Some scenes are truly mesmerizing—over- 
sized sponges and soft and hard corals billowing into flo- 
ral bouquets and fantasy shapes. Schools of chromis and 
wrasse hover above, reminiscent of a butterfly invasion of 
a flower garden. 

Juan and | dip into calm water beneath the first ledge to 
study the scenery in detail. Usually a scene this complex 
and diverse is associated with Indo-Pacific reefs. Here, in 
Cozumel, is one of the richest underwater scenes in the 
Caribbean. 

At the end of El Castillo, the wall rises to a coral mound 
that falls to a sandy shelf on the shallow side. In a vertical 
fissure along the mound is one of the largest Orange 
Elephant Ear Sponges | have ever seen. Roughly oval in 
shape, it is 10 to 12 feet high 
and nearly that wide—the 
king of sponges on the king 
of walls along Cozumel’s 
nearly continuous drop-off. 

Moving out from the coral 
mound, we join the current 
again to resume our adven- 
ture looking for another oa- 
sis of corals and sponges. 
Few things identify Cozumel 
as well as the Yucatan Cur- 
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rent, which affects the island to some degree 365 days a year. This current, 
which originates in the west-central Caribbean, is a biological blessing, a kind 
of soup washing nutrients and plankton over the reef. The concentration is 
actually thin but the volume of water flowing by the reefs is great, providing 
nourishment without affecting visibility. So, besides providing transportation 
for divers, the current provides a constant food source for the reef and great 
visibility. In fact, the current washes the reef clean of any disturbed sand and 
discourages divers from contact with the bottom. Not a bad situation for a 
reef system that has been popular with divers for nearly 30 years. 


The ride the current provides for divers is re- 
ally the essential difference between Cozumel 
and nearly every other major Caribbean dive 
destination. For experienced divers, the cur- 
rent is a hoot. Drop in and exit at the right place 
and, in between, you have seen a tremendous 
stretch of reef. There have been dives where 
we have covered one-quarter to one-half mile 
of reef, all nearly effortlessly. You learn to play 
the current essentially like a glider or hang glid- 
er pilot plays the winds spilling off a mountain 
or flowing along a canyonside. 

Juan and | essentially ride the current the 
same way, with an eye out for the next poten- 
tially great underwater photograph. We ride in 
the sea wind more or less in a flared-out posi- 
tion to gain all its energy. Occasionally we will 
even speed up with a kick of our fins in the di- 
rection of the current. Then, as an interesting 
ledge, a decorated coral spire or a colorful 
school of fish appears, we will move closer to 
the reef and seek shelter in the lee of a coral 
head or ledge. Recently, toward the northern 
end of the island, we used this technique with 
great SuCCess as we discovered several sea 
turtles sleeping in ledges on the top of the wall. 
Once the pictures are taken, we move out from 
the reef and rejoin the current, continuing our 
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Above: Schooling Margates shimmer 
and flash as they sweep past. Below: A 
Spiny Lobster looks as if its departure is 
imminent. Left: Mexicana Airlines 

; serves Cozumel from several gateway 
cities throughout the U.S. 
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A diver explores a deepe 
Castillo Wall, Cozumel’s 1 
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journey. In this way, each dive is a dis- 
covery; you never know exactly where 
you are dropping in on a site or exactly 
where you will end up. Not so inci- 
dentally, the boat follows from 
above, tracking bubbles (on 
calm days) or following a buoy 
towed by a divemaster. 

The Cozumel current 
makes macro photography a 
challenge and requires a new 
plan for shore diving. But Suc- 
cessful close-ups can be taken in 
a lee behind the reef or in little cur- 
rent close to shore, without lying 
on or in the corals. And shore div- 
ing, which is fairly popular in 
Cozumel, can be planned with en- 
try and exit areas defined. One 
merely has to arrange for a vehicle 
at the exit point. 

Under ideal circumstances, 
Cozumel current diving is so relax- 
ing there is little or no aerobic ben- 
efit to scuba diving. But dive poorly 
and challenge the current and you 
will have to work like an Olympic 
athlete. To the uninitiated, current 
diving can be intimidating. To the 
ignorant or foolish, it can turn a 


COZUMEL 





Santa Rosa Reef — 


holiday dive into a nightmare. There is all 
the difference in the world between div- 
ing the popular reef stretch between 
town and Punta Sur and diving at the 
northern or southern ends of Cozumel. 
Along the island there are plenty of boats 
and, if you are in good shape, 

by swimming perpendicular 
to the current, you could 
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reach shore. At the southern tip of the is- 
land, the current often splits and is un- 
predictable. At the northern end, it is 
even worse, usually picking up speed 
and moving away from shore. Additional 
experience and precautions are mandat- 
ed here. Fortunately, most established 
dive operators in Cozumel are experts in 
Knowing where, when and how to dive 
the 30 or so most popular sites 
along the island. 

WHAT YOU WILL SEE: Wonderful 
things appear constantly before 
the eyes of the diver in Cozumel. 
The underwater environment pre- 
sents a complete selection of stony 
corals, gorgonians, sponges and 
an assortment of marine fishes and 
other invertebrates. In addition to 
the clear Yucatan current, Co- 
Zumel’s ocean waters are kept 
crystal owing to the absence of 


Paradive Reet.” JS rivers on Cozumel and the near ab- 
pong at /§ sence of outflow along the lime- 
Chancanab Park/ =f G stone-based Yucatan peninsula, 
yenrancs Ree ewe 5) 12 miles away. The 32 by 10 mile 
Punta Tunicn | {cea vom €/ island is mostly beaches, parched 
Ban Francisco, 3) ironshore and dry, scrub forest. 
Paseo el Cedro . Rain, when it does fall, is usually in 


brief showers. Water temperatures 
vary from a low of about 77°F in 
February to a high of about 84°F in 
August and September. 

Marine life is generally excellent, 
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with numerous pockets of schooling fish- 
es found along the reef, a generous se- 
lection of colorful reef tropicals and fairly 
frequent encounters with pelagics and 
schools along the outer reefs. Cozumel 
does not have an abundance of massive 
shallow reefs. Most snorkeling is done 
close to shore, because of the current, 
and along low patch or striated reefs. An 
exception is Colombia Shallows at the 
southern end of Cozumel but this is a 


long boat run. Night diving is popular and 
offers a good chance to find an octopus 
or Spiny Lobster out and about. An un- 
fortunate circumstance has been the re- 
cent “sacrifice” of Paraiso Reef, a popular 
night dive site, owing to the building of 
the new cruise ship pier. This occurred 
even in the face of the island govern- 
ment’s professed dedication to environ- 
mentalism. Compromises are sometimes 
necessary but hopefully this will be the 
last reef that will have to succumb to 
Cozumel’s continuing development. 

The real and constant attraction in 
Cozumel diving is along or just off the 
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“wall,” a nearly continuous shelf that par- 
allels the island’s western coastline for 20 
miles. Here, coral spires and pinnacles 
billow off the white sand floor, creating 
sea castles and strange labyrinths to ex- 
plore. Even very experienced Caribbean 
divers are generally thrilled with the size 
of Cozumel’s towering corals and the 
maze of fissures and caverns penetrating 
the reefs. Names such as Palancar, 
Santa Rosa and Punta Sur are world 
renowned as underwater spectacles. 
There are specific attractions to en- 
counter, such as the schooling fish atop 
Tormentos Reef and the yellow sponge 
forming across in a cave at Punta Sur. 
But, just like our newly discovered dive 
site mentioned at the beginning of this ar- 
ticle, true adventure can be found any- 
where along the Cozumel reef tract. | 
much prefer to chase conditions, allow- 
ing the divemaster to determine the dive 
site according to the current and visibility. 

IN SEARCH OF THE SPLENDID TOADFISH: 
Of all the special critters and encounters 
in Cozumel, one stands out as the is- 
land’s signature marine life. The Splendid 
Toadfish (also known as the Resplendent 
Toadfish or Cozumel Toadfish) is nearly 
indigenous to Cozumel, although some 
specimens are found along the coast of 
the Yucatan and even a few have been 
sighted in Belize. It can be said that the 
Splendid is the most beautiful of the 
Caribbean Toadfish, that is, it is the pret- 
tiest of the ugly fishes. Its body is lined 
with black and white zebra stripes. The 
Splendid is particularly royal looking with 
its pectoral fins flared, revealing their 
splash of yellow color. 

Splendid Toadfish aren’t difficult to find. 
Nearly all (except on night dives) are 
found in holes or under ledges, comfort- 
ably wedged in and at a safe distance 
from the opening. They are pugnacious 
and often aggressive. Hold a snorkel tip 
Close to the entrance of their lair and they 
will often bite at it or push sand out at you. 

The trick for photographers is to find a 
fairy mellow toadfish. This will probably 
occur in every one out of six animals. 
When this happens, you will be rewarded 
by a toadfish that will protrude several 
inches from the opening of its lair and sit 
up on Its pectorals, seemingly undaunted 
or oblivious to the presence of diver, 
camera or strobe. 

WHERE TO STAY, WHERE TO DIVE: [he 
only thing vaguely difficult about Cozumel 
lodging or diving is the possibilities, 
which are nearly endless and run from 
the nearly primitive to the almost opulent. 
Every style and class of lodging is avail- 
able in Cozumel. These include full ser- 
vice luxury hotels and “name brand” 
beach resorts, stunning Caribbean villas, 
quaint Mexi-Maya hotels, all-inclusive re- 
sorts, dedicated dive resorts and apart- 
ment/condo rentals. Guestrooms are of- 








ten on the beach and nearly all are air- 
conditioned. Most large and mid-sized 
hotels also offer phones, cable TV and 
often mini-bars and individual patios. 
Many suites and condos offer a kitchen 
or kitchenette. Most hotels have bars and 
restaurants and offer meal packages. 
AP, MAP and EP packages are popular 
as Cozumel features a staggering variety 
of restaurants. Most major hotels provide 
large freshwater pools, in-house dive op- 
erators, fax, travel desk, concierge and 
transportation rentals. Very popular at 
Cozumel hotels are theme nights, shows 
and special dinners. Generally speaking, 
the farther south the hotel, the shorter the 
boat run to the popular reefs. But this 
might be offset by other advantages, 
such as being closer to town. 

According to someone's latest ac- 
count, there are more than 60 dive oper- 
ators currently on Cozumel but only a 
dozen or so come quickly to mind. The 
only regulation for dive operators on the 
island is competition; it is basically a wide 
open business. The criteria for selecting 
an operator should be based on affilia- 
tions, recommendations, reputation, ex- 
perience and longevity. Some operators 
have fleets of boats, established bases of 
operations, an extensive professional 
staff and 10 or more years in the busi- 
ness. This, along with personal scrutiny, 
should determine who you should dive 
with. In Cozumel, it is not unusual to be 
staying at a hotel and diving with an oper- 
ator not directly affiliated with that hotel. 
Several dive operators near or close to 
town pick up divers on hotel piers all 
along the waterfront twice daily on their 
way to the popular southern reefs. 

Nearly every kind of diving and boat 
schedule can be found on Cozumel (as 
well as nearly every kind of dive boat). Very 
early morning dives, morning dives, late 
morning dives, afternoon, twilight and 
night dives are offered daily, with one or 
two tanks per trip. Big “social boats,” fast 
V-hulled cruisers, flattoos, catamarans 
and yacht-style dive boats can be found. 
Some operators make it a point to segre- 
gate divers on boats according to experi- 
ence levels. PADI, NAUI, SSI, etc., stan- 
dards are usually rigidly kept and, except 
for snorkelers from the cruise ships, there 
is an aversion to “cattle boats.” Most mid- 
sized boats in Cozumel go out with 12 to 
16 divers. Very popular are the 20 to 25 
foot outboard six pack (six passenger) 
boats usually chartered by experienced 
divers. Diving in this reputed “manana- 
land” is actually quite organized and usual- 
ly on schedule. The exception is the “party 
boat,” usually chartered to a 16 to 25 per- 
son dive group that is seemingly on its 
own schedule. 

There are three hyperbaric chambers 
on the island and an excellent full service 
IANTD nitrox facility. Also available are 
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Dive Cozumel 
Divers Suppy Travel has teamed up with the 
two best hotels in Cozumel to offer you the best 
dive vacation, at the lowest possible price. 
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Macon, Ga. 912-474-6790 
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Some of the most popular are Cenote Cavern 
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from $269 
Includes two days of 2-tank boat 
diving, tax, and complimentary 
beach tank for your check-out dive. 


7 night package from $639 
Includes five days of 2-tank boat 
diving, tax, and complimentary 
beach tank for your check-out dive. 












“We have the knowledge and 
experience to make your 
Island Dreams come true!” 
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several custom video services normally 
booked through your dive operator and a 
full service photo/video center. 

AROUND THE ISLAND: Still Comparatively 
small, San Miguel is a former fishing vil- 
lage that, during the past 30 years, has 
sprung into a tourist town. Today, San 
Miguel seems to be in the thrashes and 
throws of a decision whether to remain 
quaint or turn commercial. As a result, it 
is actually both; the layout still adheres to 
a small colonial town with a parque cen- 
tral (central park) and a grid pattern of 
restaurants and storefronts, complete 
with a watch tower and two churches. 

In addition to the considerable charm of 
architecture and layout, you are “slam- 
dunked” with more than 200 gift shops 
oeddling both trash and treasure, and 
more bars and restaurants than you can 
visit ina year. There are also several rec- 
ognizable U.S. chain fast food eateries 
along the beach strip. That said, there are 
also many charming seafood, Mexican 
and specialty restaurants and more than a 
few boutique shops offering crafts and 
jewelry. Little white taxis are everywhere 
and fares are reasonable. There is the 
Calling Station in town that offers phone 
and fax service. If you are interested in the 
island's environment and culture, don’t 
miss the Cozumel Museum downtown. 

A really nice excursion is to rent a Jeep 
and tour the island, which can include 
wilderness white sand beaches, thick 
stands of tropical dry forest, rugged iron- 
shore coastline, several small ancient 
Maya sites (San Gervasio is the largest 
and most impressive), beachside restau- 
rants and cantinas, and the picturesque 
Celarin Lighthouse at the southwest tip 
of the island. If you have time to venture 
farther, Cozumel ferryboats depart the 
town pier for the mainland tourist village 
of Playa del Carmen every half hour from 
before dawn to after sunset. There are al- 
so daily trios to Tulum, Koba and 
Chichen Itza—major Maya sites on the 
mainiand. == 
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RENT A VACATION HOME 

1-11 BR Beach Homes: $85-$845/night 
2 1-4 BRTown Homes: $44-$229/night 
9 Maid service included, Dive trips arranged 
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E-mail : blubub@aol.com 


Choose from Cozumel, Akumal, Playa 
Del Carmen or Puerto Aventuras and 
indulge yourself in a private home or 


condo. Cozumel package from: $487 
USD p/person, round trip air, 4 nts. 
house and 3 days/2 tanks diving. 


Call for details: 1-800-558-5145 
E-mail: ccozumel@sprynet.com 
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COZUMEL’S ONLY FULL SERVICE PHOTO-VIDEO FACILITY! 
9 RHOLLY 4p © NIKONOS PHOTO CENTER © 
9 Mr © SEA & SEA PRO RENTAL CENTER® 
€ » === © U/W Camera & Video System Rentals 
© School of U/W Photography & Fesomoeny 
e Full Service Photo Lab-Custom E-6 and Prints 
© Emergency Camera Repair 


ISLAND eee teas 
© Photo Gallery and Stock Slide Sales 
PHOTO-VIGES CENTER ¢« Film, Batteries & Photo Accessories 
Located a aie ourcanice to La ae Hotel 


011-52-987-2-00-65 fax 


CHs CHs CHA 
DIVE SHOP | 
“NOT YOUR TYPiIC4L COZUMEL DIVES” 
Custom Dive Trips ¢ Max. 7 Divers per Boat 
Personal Bilingual Guides 


For more information 


Phone/Fax: 011 52 987 22331 
Hotel, Condo/Dive Packages Available 





DIVE CENTER 


“Personalized service in a professional atmosphere 
with fascinating dives.” 


Dive Shop = Dive Tours = Snorkeling Tours ® Scuba School 
Gift Shop = Daily Diving Tours every 3 hrs. 


You can't get any better or friendlier service than... 
Studio Blue Cozumel 
A. Rosado Salas No.121 Between 5th & 10th 
Cozumel, Q. Roo, Mexico, C.P 77600 PO. Box 473 
Full-service PADI Dive Center 
Phone: 52 (987) 24414 
Fax: 52 (987) 24330 


New store in Playa Del Carmen: 52 (987) 31088 
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PADI’s New, REVISED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF RECREATIONAL Divina: The Profes- 
sional Association of Diving Instructors 
(PADI) recently introduced a new, second 
edition of its popular Encyclopedia of 
Recreational 
Diving. This 
comprehen- 
sive re- 
source in- 
cludes more 
than 300 
pages” of 
dive related 
information, 
including 
coverage of 
emerging 
technologies, U/W geography, environ- 
mental awareness and careers in diving. 

The Second Edition Encyclopedia of 
Recreational Diving has been revised 
throughout to reflect the latest informa- 
tion and technology. Divers from begin- 
ning to professional levels can benefit 
from the encyclopedia’s in-depth cover- 
age of topics such as The Chemistry and 
Physics of Diving, The Physiology of 
Diving, Dive Equipment, The Aquatic 
Realm and The Future of Diving. The us- 
er-friendly reference guide features hun- 
dreds of illustrations, photos, diagrams 
and charts. 

The Second Edition Encyclopedia of 
Recreational Diving is printed on chlo- 
rine-free, recyclable paper in an effort to 
support the environment and PADI’s 
Project AWARE. 

For more information, or to purchase 
the new Second Edition Encyclopedia of 
Recreational Diving, contact a local PADI 
Dive Center or Resort. = 





CAPTAIN SLATE’S ATLANTIS DIVE 
CENTER UPDATE: Capt. Slate’s Atlantis 
Dive Center in Key Largo, Florida, has 
now opened a watersports concession 
and dive center at the Key Largo Howard 
Johnson’s Resort. Atlantis Watersports 
offers parasailing, waverunners, banana 
rides, sunset cruises, boat rentals, 
snorkeling, diving and glassbottom boat 
tours daily. 

Capt. Slate’s has also added a com- 
plete Travel Agency service in-house. 
With just one call, its professional travel 
agent, Layna, can take care of all your 
needs, including air travel, rental cars, 
hotels and any other type of travel you 
desire to any location. 

For more information or to book your 
next Key Largo “Wet Vacation” call 
Atlantis at (800) 331-3488, (3805) 451- 
1325, (B05) 451-3020 or e-mail CaptSlate 
@aol.com. = 


Adventures « tel. (305) 567-9509 « Fax (305) 567-9659 


sos Bo 
Some Say Watching Tropical Fish Lowers 
Blood Pressure & Relieves Stress... 


They Could Be On To Somefhjing. 


Discover the Caribbean aboard a Tall Ship. 
6@13 day adventures from $650. 


For more information call your travel 


agent or 1-800-327-2601. 


http ://www .windjammer.com 


é) Windjammer Barefoo 


P.O. Box 190120, Dept. 34, Miami Beach, FL 33119-0120 


‘lose enous 


< wa a. s 
and to the best of Bonaire’s diving adventure with Great Adventures at Harbour Village, the on- 
site dive operator for Harbour Village Beach Resort. With 64 luxurious rooms, suites and villas, 

Harbour Village also offers a beautiful white sand beach, a full service spa and fitness center, 
marina, tennis, three restaurants, condominium sales and rentals, retail shops, and more. 


“It’s luxurious by any standard but a real dive resort as well.” — Skin Diver 


7 Night Dive Special Starts at $885 p.p. 


For reservations and information call: Member of 
Great G 


1-800-868-7477 


at HARBOUR VILLAGE Deluxe Collection 


oot od 1 


wwwharbourvillage.ccom e-mail: harbourvil@aol.com 
Special group rates available 


Plus...Earn One Free Night!* 
*Certain restrictions apply. Call 1-80-868-7477. Bonamigu members. 
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IDEO.COURSE 


Improving Your Shots 





When shooting action, start 
the sequence early and keep 
shooting until the action has 

reached its natural conclusion. 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM CHURCH 


n the last lesson we discussed the three 

main video shots: the long shot (LS), 
medium shot (MS) and close-up (CU). 

The LS established location and condi- 
tions and provided transitions and end- 
ings. The MS moved in to feature some- 
thing of interest in the wide view LS and 
the CU pinpoint- 
ed the action. 
One commonly 
used sequence 
of shots is the 
LS, MS, CU and 
LS. In this les- 
son, let's con- 
centrate on im- 
proving individu- 
al shots. 

PLANNING 
YouR SHOTS: 
Beginners often 
begin shooting 
before they be- 
gin thinking. They don’t have a strong 
subject, haven’t thought about what shot 
(LS, MS or CU) they should use, how 
they will end it or what the next shot will 
be. Before beginning a shot (or a series 
of related shots), think through each of 
the following questions: 

1. What is your subject? 

2. How will you start the shot—LS, MS 
or CU? 

3. When will you start and end the shot? 


Use the close-up shot to 





4. What is the subject for your next 
shot? 

Question #3 is often the hardest to an- 
swer. Divers swim into your camera’s 
view, Change their minds and leave. Fish 
do what you wanted them to only after 
you stop shooting. Shooting a still pho- 
tographer at 
work can be ex- 
asperating. You 
think the pho- 
tographer is 
about to takea 
picture, you be- 
gin filming and 
the photogra- 
oher takes for- 
eV Sia1O. Oni 
pose the shot. 
No sooner do 
you give up and 
stop shooting 
when—whamo! 
—the strobe flashes. If you are shooting 
action, start early and keep shooting until 
you get a natural ending. 

PLAN Your ZOoms: Beginning under- 
water videographers often zoom errati- 
cally from shot to shot—LS to MS to 
CU—while shooting. The resulting 
footage is often painful to watch. If you 
must Zoom while shooting, try gliding in 
for an LS to MS. | usually turn the camera 
off, Zoom to the new image size and then 


pinpoint action. 








start shooting again. When working 
close, the smoothest way to zoom is to 
move your camera in closer, rather than 
fumble with the zoom control. 

PLAN YOUR PANs: Panning means 
moving the camera to show a wide 
area. Underwater, you can pan horizon- 
tally, vertically or diagonally. (Topside, 
panning refers to horizontal movement. 
Underwater, | broaden the definition to 
include any movement.) A pan shot can 
take the viewer from one area to anoth- 
er or show a panoramic view. Most be- 
ginners pan too quickly and ina random 
manner. Here are a few suggestions for 
panning: 


When shooting 
' the action ofa 
fish, let it move 
around in your 
frame—don’t 
follow its every 
movement. 


1. Pan from one subject to another. 
For example, follow descending divers 
from the surface to a shallow bottom or 
pan to show the expanse of a shipwreck 
or reef. 

2. Avoid the indecisive pan. Once you 
start a pan shot, don't back up if you 
miss an important subject. Finish the pan 
and then go back to the subject. (Unless 
the new subject is a must have shot.) 

3. When panning with a swimming 
subject, follow its general direction, not 
its every movement. 

4. lf aclose-up subject, Such as a Juve- 
nile Spotted Drum, is moving within a 
small area, don’t follow its movements. 


Let the subject swim in and out of frame 
and around in the picture area. 

5. Don’t pan unless you have a reason. 

THE GOLDEN RuLe: The golden rule is 
simple: Change image size (LS to MS or 
CU), camera angle or both whenever you 
start anew shot. Changing camera angle 
implies action and motion, even with non- 
moving subjects. To see how this works, 
watch the constantly changing image 
sizes and angles in TV commercials. 

SHOT LENGTH: If you plan to edit later, 
start shooting several seconds before 
the action begins and leave the camera 
running several seconds after the action 
ends. This gives you some “editing 
space” and keeps you from missing im- 
portant action. Select the best footage 
while editing. In the final edit, don’t use 
shots longer than about 12 seconds un- 
less you have an action sequence ora 
unique subject. 

If you are editing in camera, remember 
there will be a slight delay between the 
time you trigger the record mechanism 
and the time the camcorder starts 
recording. Thus, start your shots early. 
Don’t stop shooting too soon—let the 
diver or fish exit the scene. If you want a 
long view of a sedentary subject, use 
several shots taken at slightly different 
angles rather than a single long 
shot. = 


Paul Tzimoulis Receives DEM A’s 
Reaching Out Award 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE CARDONE 


aul J. Tzimoulis, SKIN DIVER Magazine’s 
Executive Publisher, has received the 
prestigious Reaching Out Award. Presented 
annually by the Diving Equipment and 
Marketing Association (DEMA) at its annual 
trade show, the award recognizes individuals 
who have made a significant contribution to 
scuba diving. It is considered the sport’s Hall 
of Fame. Also receiving awards this year 
were author/cinematographer, Hans Hass, 
who traveled the world in diving’s earliest 
years, documenting what he saw in books 
and films; and Joe Dorsey, pioneer East 
Coast dive store owner. 
The recipients of this award form a very se- 
lect group of diving’s elite. Among the past 
winners are legendary French undersea 





stores (East Haven, Connecticut, 1957); and 
was one of the first soonge divers to use 
mobile, lightweight scuba instead of the tra- 
ditional heavy hardhat gear (1958). He sub- 
sequently worked for two large dive equip- 
ment companies, U.S. Divers (1960) and 
Sportsways (1962). 

In his free time, Tzimoulis was becoming an 
accomplished wreck diver and one of the 
world’s first underwater photographers. He 
co-authored a book, Camera Below, in 1968. 
Over the years, Tzimoulis’ articles and pho- 
tographs in SKIN DIVER have introduced le- 
gions of divers to the wonders of tropical des- 
tinations worldwide. (His Reaching Out 
Award recognizes this aspect of his career, it 
is for The Arts.) 


Tzimoulis eine the staff of SKIN DIVER in 1964 as Eastern 
Sales Representative and Associate Editor. Two years later he 
became Publisher and Editor of the magazine, which was 
founded in 1951. 

During his 33 years at the magazine’s helm, SKIN DIVER has 
grown from an obscure fringe publication with a circulation of 

(Continued on Page 159) 
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environmentalist, Jacques-Yves Cousteau; star of the Sea 
Hunt TV series, actor Lloyd Bridges; astronaut/aquanaut Scott 
Carpenter; and University of Maryland professor emeritus, Dr. 
Eugenie Clark, known as “The Shark Lady.” 

The contributions made by Tzimoulis span a 40 year peri- 
od. He began diving in 1953; was one of the first scuba in- 
structors (1956); opened and owned one of the first dive 








Sailing and Diving 
in the BVI 


(Continued from Page 114) 


underway. What a feeling to sit behind 
the wheel of that boat as it cut cleanly 
through the water! Our first stop was at 
the caves on Treasure Point, the inspira- 
tion for Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic 
Treasure Island. Matt moored the boat 
and then took us over by dinghy to 
snorkel in the caves. The shallow caves 
were filled with swirling Silversides and 
Copper Sweepers flashing brightly in the 
rays of afternoon sun. 

Christina was taking fresh cookies out 
of the oven when we returned and we 
worked our way through the warm stack 
as we Sailed to Little Harbour on Peter 
Island. Anchored close to shore for the 
evening, we watched a dozen or so peli- 
cans dive bombing for fish and decided 
to snorkel over to observe the action. 
They were hitting dense schools of 
Silversides in about four feet of water. 

Day Two: Right on time, the Under- 
water Safaris dive boat pulled alongside 
for our first rendezvous dive. We quickly 
transferred our gear, took a brief moment 
for the paperwork and we were on our 
way to Painted Walls. Three mini- 
canyons Cut into Dead Chest Island at 
this site, with vertical walls literally covered 
with red, yellow, brown and green 
sponges and encrusting corals. The third 
canyon Is the longest and ends witha 
swim-through that leads into a shallow 
pool. Pillar Coral, Brain Coral and many 
soft corals grow prolifically outside the 
canyons, where divers often come across 
Nurse Sharks and turtles. 

For our second dive we made a 
leisurely run past Pelican Island to the 
distinctive rock formations of The 
Indians. We started the dive on the 
south side of The Indians, eventually 
making our way around the rocks toa 
point where we could cross a shallow la- 
goon and exit through a narrow swim- 
through back to the boat. The reef varies 
from encrusting corals on the tall slab 
side of the rock to big boulders of Star 
and Brain Coral on the level bottom. 

After a short sail to Cooper Island, we 
moored opposite another fantastic beach 
for lunch. We were still ready for more div- 
ing, SO we Called for another rendezvous. 
This time Blue Water Divers was able to 
pick up us for a dive on the RMS Rhone. 
This is definitely one of the best wreck 
dives in the world. As is often the case, 
the conditions were ideal. Visibility was 
easily 120 feet and there was only a very 
lignt Current. Built in 1865, the Rhone was 
310 feet long and was one of the first 
commercial vessels designed with a pro- 
peller. Disaster struck only two years later, 
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when the Rhone was broken apart on 
Black Rock Point during a vicious hurri- 
cane. The remarkably intact bow section 
lies on the sand in about 75 feet, while the 
stern section is scattered in shallower wa- 
ter. After the dive we sailed across Sir 
Francis Drake Channel to Trellis Bay 
where we dined watching the sun slide in- 
to the golden sea. 

DAY THREE: After a gourmet breakfast 
we recrossed the channel to Virgin Gorda, 
mooring at The Baths. It’s easy to see 
why this site is world famous, with its 
startling combination of smooth sand 
beach and giant granite boulders. We 
were happy to learn that it is one of 15 na- 
tional parks in the British Virgin Islands, so 
it is protected from overuse and develop- 
ment. The unusual boulders are thought 
to have been formed about 70 million 
years ago and raised from the seabed by 
volcanic action sometime later. Once ex- 
posed, the wind and sea took over, grad- 
ually smoothing them into the round 
shape that they have now. Keith made 
sure we brought sneakers ashore and we 
needed them for climbing over and under 
the rocks. We even hiked down the shore 
to Devil’s Bay, another park area where 
we snorkeled and relaxed on the beach. 

We left The Baths and headed to North 
sound. After mooring, we took the dinghy 
to shore and got a ride to the base of 
Gorda Peak so we could hike the trail to 
the top. The panoramic view was gor- 
geous. We could see across the rocky is- 
land of Fallen Jerusalem all the way to 
Tortola. For a change of pace we had din- 
ner ashore and then retired to the boat. 

Day Four: Since we were moored op- 
posite the Bitter End Yacht Club, three of 
us dinghied over to dive with Kilbride’s 
Underwater Tours while the others 
walked the Trail of Palms on Mosquito 
Island and snorkeled. We made two dives 
with Kilbride’s, at Coral Gardens and 
The Chimney. Coral Gardens is a relax- 
ing dive along a sloping reef bordering a 
level sand bottom. The fuselage of a 
Shorts aircraft Sunk several years ago 
marks the turnaround point. The Chimney 
is another BVI dive that shouldn’t be 
missed. In addition to a nice reef, there is 
a section where you pass througha 
shoulder width slot, the chimney, into a 
large cavern open at the top and then into 
around tunnel leading out the other side. 

Then it was on to Salt Island for anoth- 
er dive on the Rhone. 

Day Five: After overnighting in Great 
Harbour we sailed to Sandy Cay near 
Jost Van Dyke to snorkel and sunbathe, 
then doubled back to the old pirate’s an- 
chorage at Soper’s Hole. While half of our 
party went ashore to shop and sightsee 
at West End, the rest of us called upon 
Baskin in the Sun for another rendezvous 
dive. They took us to a new spot called 
Little Thatch that has some of the most 


untouched coral we’ve seen. We reached 
the bottom of the reef slope at about 60 
feet and spent the rest of the dive working 
our way back up to 15 feet, with lush coral 
and loads of fish all the way. 

Day Six: We thought we had seen 
great beaches on this trip but Cane 
Garden Bay tops them all. After playing 
ashore for hours, we let Matt and 
Christina sit back while we sailed the 
boat past Frenchman’s Cay to our first 
night’s anchorage on Peter Island. 

Day SEVEN: Back to Road Town. For 
the last week we had dived, snorkeled, 
sailed, hiked, ate and, yes, shopped until 
we were exhausted. Fortunately, we 
were booked at the Treasure Isle Hotel 
on Tortola so we could relax ashore be- 
fore we returned home. During dinner we 
decided we would have to come back for 
another trip. After all, we had only been to 
a fraction of the 50 or so islands and we 
had missed so many great dive spots. 
We hadn't hiked to the top of Sage 
Mountain or bicycled around Tortola. We 
may need more than just one more week! 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 

The easiest way to Tortola is through San — 
Juan, Puerto Rico. American Airlines flies to _ 
San Juan from many U.S. cities, with — 
American Eagle flights on to Tortola. U.S. 
and Canadian citizens can enter the British 
Virgin Islands with either a passport or a cer- 
tified birth certificate anda photo!D. The | 
U.S. dollar is the official currency and electri- 
cal power is likewise to U.S. standards. | 
Dress, especially aboard boats, is extremely 
casual. However, bare midriffs orbare | 
chests are not appropriate in town. ‘ 


For more information about diving and 
sailing in the British Virgin Islands, con- 
tact the BVI Tourist Board at (800) 835- 
8530 or fax (212) 949-8254. = 


TECHNIFACTS 
(Continued from Page 30) 


The dramatic 1947 salvage of the car- 
go of the Diamond Knot was also filmed 
in 16mm color with technically accurate 
narration. The U/W portions of the film 
were presented by scientifically correct 
animated drawings. Copies of the film 
and of the 30 page booklet may again 
become available. 


THE WRECK THAT ISN’T 

Many people believe the Mary Celeste 
was wrecked. Such is not the case. The 
Mary Celeste became a mystery on 
December 4, 1872, when the De Gratia 
found her adrift in the Atlantic. Her crew 
and passengers had deserted her without 
a trace. The Mary Celeste was towed into 
port and eventually put back in service. 

Of the five insurance companies that in- 
sured the vessel and her cargo, only one 
remains, the Atlantic Mutual Insurance 








TECHNIFACTS 


Company of New York. They had written 
Insurance on Freight on Charter. On the 
100th anniversary of the company, in 
1942, they published a 14 page booklet 
titled The Mary Celeste; The Odyssey of 
an Abandoned Ship. This small booklet 
may also become available. 

Readers are invited to send a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope to E. 
R. Cross, c/o Technifacts, SKIN DIVER 
Magazine, 6420 Wilshire Boulevard, Los 
Angeles, California 90048-5515 witha 
request for information on both the 
Diamond Knot and the Mary Celeste. 

There are more than one million wrecks 
in the waters of the world. In future issues 
of Technifacts many of the major wrecks 
will be reviewed. Stay with us and be- 
come one of the world’s best wreck 
divers—from your armchair. = 
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KONA AGGRESSOR II First HANDICAPPED 
ACCESSIBLE LIVE-ABOARD: Last July, 
Aggressor Fleet invited two handicapped 
divers to evaluate the Kona Aggressor || 
and determine its accessibility to divers 
with disabilities. One diver was a para- 
plegic who works for the Handicapped 
Scuba Association (HSA) and the other 
was an upper extremities amputee. 

Four days were spent diving and it was 
learned that the boat was quite accessi- 
ble with minor modification. The catama- 
ran design allows for more activities on 
each level, reducing the need to go from 
one level to the other. When that need 
does arise, the boat is equipped with a 
lifting device to assist wheelchair divers. 

The showers have been redesigned, 
allowing the shower head to be raised 
and lowered. A seat is also available in 
each shower stall. Throughout the boat 
round door knobs were replaced with 
levers that will accommodate a diver with 
upper extremity prosthetics. 

These modifications, as well as special 
handicapped diver course certifications, 
have earned the Kona Aggressor II an 
HSA Five Star rating. It is the first and on- 
ly live-aboard to receive such a distinc- 
tion. The new Fiji Aggressor is being built 
with similar features and will also receive 
a Five Star rating upon completion. 

Captain James Hudgens !s now a Cer- 
tified HSA Buddy Instructor and an HSA 
Dive Instructor. This training allows him 
to certify fellow Kona Aggressor crew 
members as HSA Dive Buddies. 

For more information about Aggressor 
Fleet vessels, call (800) 348-2628. = 











UOISE REEF RESORT & CASINO 
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cheduled night dives. 
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954- 351-9771 or E-MAIL diveprovo @netrunner. net 
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accessible than ever. 
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~. Now you can earn an absolutely free dive 

adventure at Cocos Island, Costa Rica, and dive | 
1 Hammerheads, Whale Sharks, mantas, 
sailfish, dolphins, and more!!! 


With its full national park protection, and the 
exceptional comfort and stability of our large 
vessels, Cocos diving is now better and more 
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BERMUDA SHIPWRECKS 


Bermuda’s Golden Ring of Wrecks 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 






ermuda has always 
been associated with 
the Devil's Triangle—that 
region of the 
Western At- 
lantic where 
many ships 
and planes 
have mysteri- 
ously vanished. Yet, there is another phe- 
nomenon even more fascinating— 
Bermuda’s Golden Ring of Wrecks. While 
the Triangle involves lost ships, the ring 
encompasses a region of found ships, or 
to be more specific—shipwrecks. 


A RING OF WRECKS 

Bermuda is unique among tropical is- 
lands. It is the only island completely en- 
circled by shipwrecks—and the only is- 
land that offers such a fantastic array of 
divable wrecks, spanning four centuries 
and 15 countries. 

Since the beginning of maritime ship- 
ping, the thorny coral reefs of Bermuda 
have caused considerable havoc and 

mayhem. During the summer, 
when the sun warms 
the surround- 


B ern WU da * 





ing waters to 86°F, the sea Is generally 
calm and peaceful. 

But during the winter, violent storms 
come up suddenly and dissipate just as 
quickly. And, while the Bermuda is- 
landers are snug in their stone and mor- 
tar homes, these tempestuous storms 
transform the reefs into a cauldron of 
heaving and frothing seas. 

The result is 350 documented ship- 
wrecks around this one little island par- 
adise—making it one of the world’s best 
wreck diving destinations. 

Maritime historians suspect the first 
ship sank in Bermuda waters between 
1500 and 1503. It was a Spanish explor- 
er. AS shipping commerce to the New 
World increased, ships continued to 
sink—building a massive Inventory of 
wrecks. They came from all countries 
and represented all types, ranging from 
warships to luxury liners. 


WRECKS OF GOLD 
Among those lost ships are many with 
cargoes of gold and thus the name, 
Bermuda’s Golden Circle. Teddy Tucker 
was the first to discover and recover a for- 
tune in gold ingots. In 1955, he made 
Bermuda world famous when he 
discovered a fabulous gold cross 





















Most Popular 
Wreck Dives 


Constellation Airplane Alert 
Cristobal Colon | Beaumaris Castle | Avenger 
Hermes Blanch King Collector 
Iristo (Aristo) Caesar Curlew 
Lartington Caraquet Drydock 
L’Herminie Col. William G. Ball | Eagle 
Mary Celestia Darlington Frenchman 
Minnie Breslauer | Kate King 
Montana (Nola) | Madiana Lord Amherst 
North Carolina | Pollockshields Ramona 
Pelinaion Rita Zovetto Triton Ferry 
Taunton 


inset with six emeralds. He had hit upon a 
1594 Spanish treasure galleon (identified 
as the San Pedro) that yielded gold bars, 
gold disks, pearl studded gold buttons, a 
gold ring and other jewelry. 

Later, Teddy discovered the 1622 
Spanish galleon wreck (the San Antonio) 
that yielded gold chain, gold rings, a gold 
religious medallion, gold and crystal ear- 
rings—a total of 57 gold objects. 

In 1968, Bermuda diver Harry Cox dis- 
covered a 1580s Portuguese treasure 
wreck and recovered a 15 foot long solid 
gold double-link chain, hammered gold 
bars, gold rings, gold circlets and mint 
condition gold cruzados (coins). 

No one is quite sure how many “gold- 
en wrecks’ lie buried in the sand holes 
and crevices of Bermuda’s coral reefs. 
Some sank with no survivors. Others 
were never documented. 


BERMUDA’S 
UNDERSEA TREASURE 
Today, Bermuda’s best treasure re- 
mains underwater. It is the shipwrecks 
themselves—sort of an undersea muse- 
um of maritime antiquity, without fences 
or walls. More are being found every year. 
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Veteran treasure hunter Teddy Tucker is 
believed to have located the remains of 
more than 165 wrecks, many of which 
remain secret. 

Divers come from all points of the 
globe to explore these wrecks, often 
visiting two or three in one day. At last 
count, Bermuda offered 36 divable 
wrecks that visitors find intriguing. Of 
this number, at least one-third are the 
most popular. Another one-third are 
dived less frequently and the last third 
are seldom visited. 


WRECK DIVE 
CERTIFICATES 


It’s doubtful divers visiting Bermuda - 


will actually find gold but they can bring 
home a souvenir of their wreck diving 
exploration. This year, Bermuda dive 
operators are awarding (at no extra 
charge) Shipwreck Certificates for div- 
ing any the island’s 12 best shipwrecks: 


If you are interested in visiting Bermuda 
and diving its wrecks, contact any of the 
dive operators listed below: 


Blue Water Divers Co., Ltd. 

P.O. Box SN 165 

Southampton SN BX, Bermuda 
(441) 234-1034; (441) 234-3561 (fax) 
E-mail: bwdivers@ibl.bm 
www.divebermuda.com 


Fantasea Diving 

Darrell’s Wharf, 1 Harbour Road 

Paget PG 01, Bermuda 

(888) DO A DIVE 

(441) 236-6339; (441) 236-8926 (fax) 
E-mail: fantasea@ibl.bm 
www.Bermuda-Watersports.com/fantasea 


Nautilus Diving, Ltd. 

P.O. Box HM237 

Hamilton HM AX, Bermuda 

(441) 238-2332 

(441) 295-9485; (441) 234-5180 (fax) 


Scuba Look 

Grotto Bay Beach Hotel 

P.O. Box 658 

Warwick WK BX, Bermuda 

(441) 293-7319; (441) 295-2421 (fax) 
E-mail: scubaluk@ibl.om 


South Side Scuba 

Sonesta Beach Resort 
Southampton, Bermuda 

(441) 238-1833; (441) 236-0394 (fax) 
E-mail: southsid@ibl.bm 
www.Bermuda-Watersports.com 





the Constellation, Cristobal Colon, 
Hermes, Iristo, Lartington, L’Herminie, 
Mary Celestia, Minnie Breslauer, 
Montana, North Carolina, Pelinaion and 
Taunton. 

The Shipwreck Certificate program is 
open to any visiting diver or visitor en- 
rolled in a scuba instruction class. 
Simply visit Bermuda during 1997; stay 
at any hotel, cottage or guesthouse; 
dive with any Bermuda dive operator; 
and receive a certificate for any one of 
the 12 designated wrecks. You can re- 
ceive certificates for all 12 wrecks. = 
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Hour rantastic Reasons 
lo Dive 
Cayman Brac. 


© Caribbean's Newest Sensation! 
A 300 ft. Russian Destroyer! 
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© Voted #1 Dive Operator/Boats & 
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© Fully equipped Diving &.Photo facility 
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B O N A ft RE 
BONAIRE’S S5S-STAR RESORT 
i eo Bonaire’s new 5 star resort with 
224 luxurious suites and villas, 
a complete dive shop and watersports 
facility, 3 restaurants/3 bars, shops, 
activities desk, mini-market, rental 


center (1 with cars, scooters and 


Boston whalers), casio, and 


a beautiful beach.* 


For more information and to make reservations: 


AL 
ANTILLEAN AIRLINES 
Cesena Tel : 617-821-1012 * Fax : 617-821-1568 Suen 


Tampa/Miami Ft. Lauderdale 


*Special Group Rates Available 
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Everything at Sand Dollar, including the 
j a dive resort—condos. Bonaire, in: open-air Green Parrot restaurant, is 

the Dutch Caribbean, has : centrally located, right on the dock. Sand 
@ long been known as one: Dollar Dive & Photo is simply unparalleled 
fF of the world’s top dive : for convenience and ease of diving. But we 
| destinations, and now you: offer much more... guided snorkeling, 
can dive with the premier : mountain biking, sea kayaking, nature tours o 
dive resort on Bonaire. and other great activities! [RRR 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT [i amily an re 


Reservations: 1-800-288-4773 407-774-9292, BONAIRE: hae 7- at 
MesaleS MESA =) MeSa/ES ANESaIE oo amma ess Meeaee dca /Eo3 Es cama 
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AND WE LLGIVE YOU BACK YOUR MIND. 


The luxury all-inclusive resort that combines 


* All dives and equipment included 
all the pleasures of an active dive vacation with » pap] Courses available 


cares designed to revitalize and relax both Res aS eer a re he 
body and mind. Whether diving the thrilling L A SO | RX i 
wreck of the Bianca C. (Nearly 600 ft. long!) Ga babel, 
or experiencing our wonderful health and 
relaxation treatments, La Source is designed to 
make you feel like a new person. All you need 


to bring is your body and your mind. 
©SD/AD 1996 


The hardest decision you'll make 
is what not to do. 


Call SunSwept Oceans: 
800-549-DIVE ¢ 305-532-2591 
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RAMON’S VILLAGE 
(Continued from Page 26) 


to the outer reef wall. All of these dives 
were led by one or more of the experi- 
enced and professional divemasters 
from Ramon’s friendly staff. 

By midweek we were ready for a real 
adventure. Experienced divers in particu- 
lar should not miss the optional all day 
excursion aboard Miss Gina to Light- 
house Reef and the Great Blue Hole. 
Lighthouse Reef Atoll features numer- 
ous spectacular drop-off sites around 
Long Caye and Half Moon Caye that 
are beautifully decorated with colorful 
sponges and corals. Visibility often ex- 
ceeds 150 feet. 





Valen and Joe Miller offer complete photo and 
video services, including rentals and slide pro- 
cessing, at the Joe Miller Photo Pro Center. 


A dive in the Great Blue Hole is every 
bit as spectacular as colorful drop-offs or 
swimming with sharks and stingrays but 
for entirely different reasons. Here it is ge- 
ology rather than biology that provides 
the thrill. The Great Blue Hole is a circular 
depression in the middle of Lighthouse 
Reef, nearly 1,000 feet in diameter and 
more than 400 feet deep. It was once a 
dry cavern formed during the last ice age, 
10,000 to 12,000 years ago. Ground wa- 
ter dripping from the cavern ceiling over 
many centuries formed huge stalactites 
that hang down like the teeth of a giant 
dragon. Today, at between 110 to 130 
feet, divers can swim among this stony 
maze dwarfed by ancient dripstones, 
some as long as 30 feet. It’s like swim- 
ming in another world, completely differ- 
ent from the coral reef. Bottom time is 
limited but those precious minutes will be 
remembered forever. Between dives, 
there Is lunch and an island adventure on 
lovely Half Moon Caye, visiting the Booby 
and Frigate Bird Sanctuary. 

The undersea adventures are comple- 
mented by the artistic mood and abso- 
lute tranquility of the resort. Lovely 
Ramon's Village is both an escapist’s 
beach retreat and a dedicated dive re- 
sort. This handsome thatch roofed village 
is Surrounded by greenery and framed by 
beach, sea and sky. Sixty bungalows are 
interspersed among sand and palms, 
some right on the beach, others grouped 
around attractive courtyards. 








About half of the bungalows are air- 
conditioned, those facing the sea are 
cooled by ceiling fans and slatted win- 
dows. Some are two bedroom suites 
that include a kitchen. The interiors are all 
tropically inspired, dressed in warm 
woods and appointed in wicker furnish- 
ings. Cathedral ceilings and peaked 
thatch roofs are a visual signature of the 
entire village. 

The social and geographic center of 
the resort is a handsome freshwater pool 
and an indoor and outdoor restaurant. 
There is a bar, a boutique and gift shop 
adjacent to the pool area. The restaurant 
serves three meals a day, including a 
complete breakfast menu and lunch and 
dinners featuring seafood, island and 
continental cuisine, all excellently pre- 
pared. On the beach is a wooden dock 
that leads to the dive shop and boat fleet. 

Shop manager Rick Sutherland, a 10 
year veteran, oversees a complete staff 
of captains, instructors and divemasters. 
Ramon’s offers resort courses, open wa- 
ter referrals and a wide range of ad- 
vanced courses, including a certification 
in underwater photography. Rental gear 
is available and gear rinse, wet storage 
and freshwater showers are all dockside. 

Also right on the dock is the Joe Miller 
Photo Pro Center, offering slide film pro- 
cessing, video and still camera rental, in- 
struction, emergency camera repair and 
custom photo and video shoots. A video 
pro accompanies the Shark-Ray Alley 
and Lighthouse Reef dives, offering a 
professionally produced video souvenir 
at the end of the day. 





TACA’s modern 767 and 737 jets fly nonstop 
to Belize daily from Miami, Houston and 
New Orleans, with immediate connections 
from Los Angeles and San Francisco. 


San Pedro Town, where shops, bars 
and restaurants abound, is only a few 
minutes’ walk from the resort. Or, bicy- 
cles and golf carts can be rented for an 
island sojourn. Glassbottom outrigger 
canoes and other watertoys are available 
at the dock. A special outing via boat and 
then van to the Maya ruins of Altun-ha is 
one of the mainland excursions offered 
from the resort. Flights from Belize City, 
your international arrival point, are avail- 
able from several local carriers every one- 
half hour during the day. 

For more information, contact Ra- 
mon’s Village at (800) 624-4215, (601) 
649-1900 or fax (601) 649-1996. =5 


‘@AD/SD 1996. 


GUANAJA, BAY ISLANDS, HONDURAS 


- POSADA Dé Del $OL 



















Imagine a tropical paradise island of pineclad 
mountains and white sand beaches fringed with 
palms, where orchids grow wild and freshwater 
streams into waterfalls from natural springs. Escape 
to this paradise at POSADA DEL SOL, a luxury 
ppeiis! Villa Resort on 70 acres of reef front property, | 
featuring world class scuba diving 

on the second largest barrier reef 

in the world. Come enjoy the 
paradise with us, we'll 
hold your calls. 
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1 800.642.3483 » (407) 624-3483 


1201 HIGHWAY ONE, SUITE 210, NORTH’ PALM BEAGH, FL 33408 
E-mail; posadadel@aol._com 
*diving snorkeling *pristine coral reef *whitewater ratting *archeology trips 
*kayak *windsurting *fishing *pool *exercise & massage stennis mountain hiking 
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AVAILABLE AT NEWSSTANDS, BOOKSTORES 
AND SELECTED DIVE STORES EVERYWHERE! 
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REEF Headquarters, Key Largo, Florida. From 
left: Laddie Akins, Executive Director; Deena 
Wells, Director of Operations; and John Pitcairn, 
Director of Administration and Development. 
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hat’s REEF? 


An Opportunity to Use Your 


Diving/Snorkeling Skills to 
Help the U/W World! 


TEXTAND PHOT OGRAPEYABY- BILL GLEASON 


W ant to have more fun on every dive, even the boring ones? Want to make 
a positive contribution to the marine environment, without becoming an 
eco-zealot? You can. All you have to do is join one of the most exciting, grass 
roots organizations in the diving world: REEF. 

Thousands of divers already have—about 90 percent renew their membership 
every year—which means they're on to something. That “something” is fisnwatch- 
ing and identification. Fishwatchers, much like birdwatchers, are intrigued with the 
natural world and want to learn all they can about marine life on every dive. 


LOTS 


In 1991, agroup of people in Florida created the Reef Environ- 
mental Education Foundation (REEF). Probably best known among 
its founders are Paul Humann and Ned Deloach, who write, photo- 
graph and publish the Reef Fish Identification books, the “Bibles” of 
fisnhwatchers worldwide. Paul and Ned have spent most of their 
adult lives studying and identifying fish, and educating divers. 

The organization they helped found is very different from many 
environmental organizations in several ways: It is purely volunteer 
and grass roots in nature. Informal is the style; results count, not 
rhetoric. And, all activities for REEF projects are done by divers and 
snorkelers, who have fun while they are making positive contribu- 
tions to Citizen Science. 

Here’s how it works. Whenever you make a dive, take along a 








REEF U/W Survey Slate and record the number of different species 
you see and estimate their abundance (common, rare, etc). After the 
dive, or vacation, you complete the REEF forms and send 
them back. Working with the Marine Con- 
servation Science Center at 
the University of Miami, 
they compile a database ‘ia 
that tracks species distri- att Var \' 
bution and population ale 

trends. Working hand in Rl ‘gpEAN BANANAS 
hand with other large or- FL aa CA — F 


ganizations, such as the 
at® 












The Nature Conservancy, 
they use the data to identify 
problem areas and practical 
solutions. 4 | [% 

Now, before you beg off, , ah yo! = 
explaining you don’t know e “earning = 
many fish so you couldn't par- 
ticipate, let me tell you how 
easy it is to get started. REEF 
has fishwatching programs at many pop- ‘The basic references for 
ular dive resorts around the world. Just 49 fishwatcher are Paul 
get the field guides and get down to it! /umann’s Reef !D books 
Once you start identifying the fish, you'll a pm te 
find it’s easy and fascinating. REEF spon- 
sors group trips but individuals can partic- 
ipate on any dive. REEF also provides its members with field lists, 
slates and guides to make it easier to participate. 

There are two membership options: one is free, the other costs 
less than a good dinner. 

SurveY MEMBERSHIP: This is free to all members who write in. You 
receive a field survey packet to help you get started, a membership 
card and will be sent copies of the newsletter, Reef Notes. You also 
get an access code to the Web site, so you can contribute field 
notes via your computer. 

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERSHIP: Keeping in contact with members, 
collecting data and running programs 
does cost real money. | can verify that 
REEF is one of the most cost efficient or- 
ganizations there is but still needs a con- 
stant supply of donations. Even if you 
don’t want to do survey dives or snorkel 
trios, you can still help protect our marine 
resources by becoming a Contributing 
Member. In addition to receiving the infor- 
mation mentioned previously, you get a 
rugged U/W Survey Slate, Fish |.D. Card, 
a REEF tag for your BC and a decal. 

REEF is a concerned group of divers, 
snorkelers and ocean enthusiasts who are 
using their skills and resources to fight 
problems facing the marine environment in 
a down to earth, results oriented way. And, 
they are not opposed to having a little fun 
along the way! Regardless of what level of 
participation you'd like to try, please sup- 
port this organization if you can. The gov- 
ernment and traditional sources of founda- 
tion funding for ocean projects is at a criti- 
cally low level and not expected to change 
in the future. Citizen Science is the way to 
go and REEF is the best example of con- 
cerned citizens doing something about the 
health of the oceans. You can use the card 
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Yes, | want to join REEF! 


| Survey Membership (free)—fill in name and address 
O Contributing Membership—Donations are tax deductible 
‘1 $30 [1 $50 [1 $100 (1 Other $ 


Name 


Address 





Cj 
REEF would like to show 


Our appreciation for those state Zip 
makin ntribution of 
“pvt casa bu [1 My check is enclosed 
$100 or larger by sending Please charge my: 
youa signed, limited edi- VISA © MasterCard () Discovery 
tion marine wildlife print 


by Paul Humann, world- “count Number 


attached to this story or contact REEF at renowned underwater Expiration Date 
its Key Largo, Florida Headquarters; (305) : NOGA S inte 
451-0312, fax (305) 451-0028 or find it on photographer and volun Prone 


the Web at http://www. reef.org. == teer president of REEF. Signature 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY STEPHEN FRINK 


O ne of Key Largo’s most revered dive 
operations is taking off in some in- 
teresting new directions—travel, dive 
equipment repair, nitrox and other water- 
sports. This is in addition to offering daily 
dive trips to the reefs and wrecks of the 
Key Largo National Marine Sanctuary and 
a heavy emphasis on scuba instruction. 
Captain Slate’s Atlantis Dive Center is 
prepared to offer its guests the conve- 
nience of “one call does it all” booking. 

Atlantis Travel: Let’s say you have 
done your homework and decided on a 
dive vacation in Key Largo. You know 
you'll find great shallow reefs rich with 
marine life, warm tropical waters and en- 
thralling shipwrecks. But you have a bit of 
a budget, in terms of both time and mon- 
ey. One call to (800) 331-DIVE can an- 
swer all your questions. You will learn 
about air connections from your home 
city, the cost of airfare, the price of vari- 
ous rental car options and the cost of the 
dive lodging package. Atlantis Travel will 
book it for you, give confirmation num- 
bers and send your tickets to your home 
or office. Travel planning for a Key Largo 
dive holiday has never been easier. 


DIVE OUP MENS REPAIR Centee 
Captain Slate’s has just tripled the size of 
its dive equipment repair facility and now 
services all brands of regulators and 
BCs, in fact, all dive gear except comput- 
ers. The technicians even do tank VIPs 
and offer two day turnarounds on hydro- 
static testing. 
NiTROx FAcILity: Captain Slate’s offers 
Above: Captain Slate personally —_ the largest DNAx nitrox fill station in Florida. Utilizing the new membrane technology that extracts ni- 
conducts fish feeding sessions —_ trogen from the mix rather than adding oxygen, its fill station can blend various percentages without 
during his famous Creature the need to keep highly flammable pure oxygen on the premises. This also allows consumers to use 
Feature dive, conducted near their own tanks and regulators instead of special oxygen-safe rigs. The compressor system con- 
the City of Washington wreck. tains 30,000 cubic feet of cascade storage and can pump nitrox at 30 cubic feet per minute. 
Right: Sea kayaking is one of While most dives off Key Largo are on reefs 25 to 40 feet deep, shipwrecks such as the U.S. 
Captain Slate’s new offerings. Coast Guard cutters Bibb and Duane (maximum depth 130 and 120 feet respectively) make the 
enhanced safe bottom time of nitrox | or Il quite an advantage. Or, you can use nitrox like | do, by div- 
ing air tables and thereby enhancing the safety margin. Key Largo is actually a perfect environment 
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for nitrox because there are no deep ver- 
tical walls where it might be possible to 
exceed the depth limit for the specific mix 
being used. Atlantis Dive Center has en- 
thusiastically embraced this very viable 
diving science. 

ATLANTIS WATERSPORTS: Captain 
Slate’s has long worked in collaboration 
with the Key Largo Howard Johnson. This 
lovely 100 room resort complex Is in the 
center of Key Largo (Mile Marker 101.5) 
overlooking scenic Florida Bay on the sun- 
set side of the island. Offering a small sand 
beach on the water; freshwater swimming 
pool; restaurant and lounge; and in-room 
amenities, such as cable color television, 
direct dial telephones, refrigerator, cof- 
feemaker and even a microwave, the 
Howard Johnson has long been popular 
with traveling divers. Now, with the addi- 
tion of Atlantis Watersports on the beach, 
there are more things to do during the 
nondiving hours of the day. Atlantis 
Watersports offers kayaking, parasailing, 
sunset cruises and complimentary scuba 
demonstrations several times each day in 
the hotel swimming pool. 





Captain Slate often has cozy encounters 
with opportunistic moray eels during his 
popular fish feeding sessions. 


| recently tried kayaking while re- 
searching this article. There is a wonder- 
ful world in the backcountry of the Florida 
Bay. The vast mangrove forests repre- 
sent their own unique ecosystem, one 
that is most perfectly experienced from 
an ocean kayak. 

| found kayaking was much more effort- 
less than the canoes. The paddle is more 
efficient for a single operator and the water 
resistance is minimal. It also helps that the 
bay is almost always in the lee of the pre- 
vailing winds. It is very quiet out on the 
ocean without the noise of a diesel or out- 
board engine. | was able to approach 
brown pelicans and herons resting in the 
mangroves and, incredibly, | even got 
close to a Manatee mother and calf. | will 
definitely go kayaking again soon and next 
time I'll bring my snorkeling gear. 

SCUBA INSTRUCTION: Captain Slate's is 
very eclectic in its scuba certification cre- 
dentials. Its instructors offer courses 
sanctioned by YMCA, NAUI, PADI, SSI, 
NASDS, CMAS, ACUC, IANTD and 






















NASE, specialize in resort courses, open 
water referrals, specialty instruction, 
technical diving and can teach in several 
languages. Atlantis is the only year-round 
YMCA Instructor Training Career Institute 
in the nation and features placement op- 
portunities within a network of more than 
1,700 YMCAs across the country. It cer- 
tainly helps in terms of credibility and 
placement that Slate is the National 
Chairman of the YMCA Scuba Program. 
DAILY DIVE TRIPS: The reason Spencer 
Slate originally got into the dive business 
in Key Largo in 1978 was that he loves 
scuba diving. He has never forgotten 












"11997 U/W Photo Tours 
rien & Week-long 
am Ouper Courses 


Call/Fax/Write/E-mail for 16-Page Course Brochure 
Cathy Church and Herb Rafael plan every detail for a 
memorable dive/photo vacation. 
) Join our fun-loving group in: 
¢ Truk and/or Palau, October ‘97 & Oct. ‘98 
¢ Solomon Islands trips aboard the Bilikiki 
March, April & Aug. ‘97 and ‘98 


Includes tree photo course! 


aM 10 receive a copy of the Cathy eal 
ee 
LM 345-949-7415 « Fax 345-949-9770 
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this is the motivation that drives his 
clientele, Keeping them returning year 
after year. Everything else is comple- 
mentary to this dive imperative shared 
by the guests and staff at Captain 
Slate’s Atlantis Dive Center. 

Three custom 42 foot diesel V-hull ves- 
sels are used for the daily reef trips. 
Although the boats are U.S. Coast Guard 
certified for 40 divers, only a maximum of 
25 are ever booked. The range of avail- 
able dive options covers sites from the far 
northern end of the Key Largo National 
Marine Sanctuary, such as Carysfort 
Reef, all the way to Molasses Reef and 
























Also! Half Day U/W Photo Classe 


all of our trips and courses 
P.O. Box 479, Grand Cayman, B. 





E-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 
http://www.cathychurch.com 







For a free brochure of Cathy's Breathtaking 
Underwater photos, call: 300-934-3661 


Commercial Diving 15 
rewardng Career... 
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For more than a quarter ofa 
century we have provided a 
comprehensive training 
program: U/W welding & 
burning, Haz-Mat, NDT 
inspection, U/W TV, photo & 
ROV, hot water systems, 
hydraulic tools, and rigging. 


634. career os99 


In 63° WA: S: 783-5542 

e-mail: dit@wolfenet.com 
Check out our new website at: 
htto://www.diveweb.com/dit 
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HAMA DIVERS 


Topside, enjoy white sand beaches, golf, tennis & shopping. 
Fill your evenings with elegant dining and glittery nighilite. 


Se 
= 


7 Horet/Dive PACKAGES* 
P= Days, 3 Nights starting from $344 
4 8 Days, 7 Nights starting from $849 
¢ PADI Five Star training facility 
e 30 years of experience 


¢ Choose from beachfront hotels or junior suites 
*Prices effective thru 4/30/97. 
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Call now to book your stay in Paradise. 


800-398-DIVE (3483) 
In Nassau 809-393-5644 


Responsible 
Divers Lead 
by Example! 


y PAPUA NEW GUINEA _ 
WALI \ }} Capture the diversity of natures paradise— 

the ULTIMATE DIVE ADVENTURE! 
PLANTATION RESORT 
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Pos a. 
Phétographic opportunities vail 
- of alifetime! World acclaimed diving just minutes from plantation 


COME FOR THE THRILL OF IT ALL! 


Adventure Express ® 800-443-0799 © 415-442-0799 
Worldwide Adventures © 800-934-DIVE 
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CAPTAIN SLATE’S 


the Bibb and Duane to the south. 
Because Atlantis Dive Center is nearer 
the north end of the island, the boats visit 
The Elbow quite frequently. 

The Elbow is so named because it juts 
farther seaward than most reefs. This has 
made it a magnet for shipwrecks. Two of 
the wrecks provide a scenic background 
for Captain Slate’s world famous Crea- 
ture Feature. As seen on two separate 
Discovery television specials, 48 Hours, 
Fox television and Ripley’s Believe It or 
Not, Slate personally conducts exciting 
fish feeding sessions on the City of 
Washington and Mike’s Wreck. Both 
were steel hulled vessels, now mostly 
scattered remains of deck plating and ex- 
posed rios. But they provide wondrous 
refuge for tropical marine life. 

Slate has been handfeeding his “pet” 
Barracuda and Green Moray Eels for 
years, especially at the City of Wash- 
ington. Large Barracuda show up as 
soon as the boat is tied to its mooring. 
Once the 
divers settle 
onto the 
sand bottom 
and _ Slate 
pulls the first 
Ballyhoo 
from the bag, 
a high volt- 
age fish feed 
is inevitable. 
Barracuda 
flash by with 
m,o.,u- tin s 
agape to 
snag the 
baitfish Slate holds between clenched 
teeth. Six foot moray eels wrap them- 
selves between Slate’s legs and around 
his neck, looking for their fair share of the 
handout. Swarms of Yellowtail Snappers 
dart about, looking for any spare scraps, 
and occasional interlopers such as Nurse 
Sharks are likely to drop in for an oppor- 
tunistic feed. 

While Slate is an excellent ringmaster 
for this underwater circus, an interactive 
aspect to the show has evolved over the 
years. Slate will actually bring the morays 
to his divers and let them hold them in 
their arms. Staff videographers docu- 
ment the whole Creature Feature, pro- 
ducing the ultimate souvenir of Key 
Largo’s most exciting dive. 

For further information on any of 
Captain Slate’s Atlantis Dive Center pro- 
grams, call (800) 331-3483 or (805) 451- 
3020. E-mail may be addressed to capt 
slate@reefnet.com or visit the Web site at 
http://www.pennekamp.com/ 
atlantis. > 


Captain Spencer Slate 











SCUBA QUIZ 


SIGNALING TECHNIQUES 





BY DENNIS K. GRAVER Sorit : fm omnrompertionts to: 
SKIN DIVER, 
P.O. Box 52595, 
| caveat CO ugh aes 

1. List 12 signaling devices divers can carry. Foral : ie se nase 

2. What is the least desirable signaling device for divers and why? 2 spon nes ca 

3. What is the audible (non-verbal) emergency signal for divers? jossible, please have your mailing label 

4. What hand signal should divers use for surface emergencies? lable when you call. For subscription 

5. What is the short range emergency light signal for divers? uiries aoe Gers oy , please - 

6. What is the long range emergency light signal? : > Meio : 

7. Describe two ways to use sunlight for emergency signaling. Please give us 4-6 weeks notice to ensur 

8. What is the emergency line pull signal? -cansbaanaghesige — ee 

ke “ks ’ ed by ost Office, unless r 

9. List five methods to make yourself more visible for a daylight air search. ed]. Be sure to include your old address, your 
10. List nine methods to make yourself more visible at water level when adrift. ew address, and the date you'll be at your 
11. True or False: There are hand-launchable marine flares divers may use for new address. If at all possible, please attach — 

emergency signaling. 10 mailing label ade your old address . 
12. List four methods to signal divers from the surface. [ 
13. Describe a technique a trapped diver could use to signal people at the surface. 
14. If you are adrift after a night dive, what are five methods you could use to : sl ht. 
signal for help? : Please denis both nara! labels whenn ‘ 

15. When sending signals what is the primary rule to keep in mind? cess seer soeg rae 
16. When receiving signals what is the primary rule to remember? 
17. List five ways to gain the attention of another diver who is out of reach U/W. - Getting Bills anc Jotices — 
18. What is the message sent by a vessel displaying three vertical lignts—red over | | The einvoice/ renewal notice y you've just re- 










ceived v was bier: 7 aa just << to” 





white over red—at night? 

19. What is the message sent by a vessel displaying the blue and white inter- 
national Alpha flag? 

20. Everyone who might need to use them should the signals in advance. 
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“You won't find a boat 
towed metal detector 


that can cover as much 
area.as the PULSE 12.” 


-Jack Fisher, President 
J.W. Fishers Mfg., Inc. 


“Only the PULSE 12 has 
a loft.x 24ft. detection 
area, and the ability 

to tow three search 
coils. Extremely 
sensitive, it 
detects all metals. 
A control box, 
search coil, 150 
foot cable, and 
tow fish are 
included.” 



























Dive Center, Ine. 


DIVE 
KEY LARGO 







oin us for the Nikonos Shootout 
August 8-17 





Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 


personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 


Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


1-300-966-DIVE 
m P.0.B. 2363 * Key Largo ¢ Florida » 33037 * 305-451-3059 
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PEORING THE 
BISMARCK SEA 
(Continued from Page 108) 
are endless and exciting. Besides just the 
traditional land based week stay, ora 
normal or extended range cruise on one 


of the live-aboards, there are many 
Bismarck Sea options. Combine a cou- 


PETER HUGHES TRIPS 


Divers frequently ask if Peter Hughes will 
actually be on any of his vessels when they 
book trips. While Peter is a frequent passen- 
ger on all of his live-aboards, there’s still on- 
ly asmail chance that he'll be on your trip. If 


you'd like to dive with him in Papua New 
Guinea's Bismarck Sea, he is scheduled to 
be on: 

FeBrina: August 26 to September 2 

Walindi Plantation: September 2 to 6 

Star Dancer: September 6 to 13 





ple of days (or a week) at Walindi with a 
week on one of the live-aboards. You will 
be tired when you get to the island and 
having a couple of days of land based 


PORT MORESBY TIP 


lf you have to overnight at either end of 
the trip, there’s a great place just 20 min- 
utes from the airport that’s safe and com- 
fortable —Loloata Island Resort. It’s com- 
pletely self-contained and on its own one 
mile long island in Bootless Bay. There are 
16 very comfortable units and a full service 
dive operation. The diving here has only av- 
erage visibility but Bootless Bay is home to 
all the rare fish folks come from all over the 
world to see. And the guides can find "em 
for youl 





diving and relaxation before the live- 
aboard can be perfect. You can also 
choose to take back to back live-aboard 
vacations, taking in the entire Bismarck 
Sea, east and west! 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
TRAVEL NOTES 
ePort Moresby, Papua New Guinea, is the 
city of entry 
- ¢Air Niugini handles ail internal connections 
_ tis a one hour flight to New Britain Isiand 
*A visa is required (it can be ebtained upon 


~arrivalin PNG at Immigration) — 


¢Malaria medication is recommended. 
_ After transferring through Moresby, you 
| catchasmall Air Niuginijetto Hoskins | 
| airstrip (not airport), on New Britain Island. 
After a 45 minute car transfer to Walindi, | 
your travels are over and exploration begins. _ 





And, we still haven’t scratched the sur- 
face when it comes to the topside attrac- 
tions of Papua New Guinea. This is an 
exotic culture, with 700 different lan- 
guages spoken by only three million peo- 
ple. You will visit a village or two on the 


_ 
Ee 
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Maui, Hawaii 
* Our Success is a direct result of cus- 
tomer satisfaction. 


* First time customers soon realize that 
we take their “best interest” to heart. 


* Returning divers soon realize the 
vast extent of our local knowledge, 
as day after day we visit dif- 

ferent and unique locations. 


* All of our customers 
know we go out of our way 
_ to afford an experience 
*. worth much more 
_ than the cost of the 
\. charter. 


* Let’s 
Go 
Diving! 


C) Rte IVWIINIG 
ADVENITURES 


1-800-635-1273 
(Free Information Package) 
808-879-3584 (Maui) 
http: //www.maui.net/~robinson/erda.html 
e-mail: robinson@maui.net 
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live-aboards and day tours of the spec- il 
tgoular topside scenery on New Britain | MMMM OTA UY TNT SS CL CT 
can be arranged at Walindi. The Sepik " 

River (on the mainland portion of New 
Guinea) is one of the strongest cultural 
attractions. 

Given the wide range of opportunities, 
there’s also some good news on the in- 
formation/booking side. Star Dancer, 
Febrina and Walindi can all be booked 
through Peter Hughes Diving in Miami, 
Florida. The staff is well trained on the dif- 
ferent itineraries and options, and can 
alert you to special cruising and land 
based opportunities that come up from 
time to time. 

For more information on any of the op- 
tions for exploring the Bismarck Sea, 
write to Peter Hughes Diving, 1390 S. 
Dixie Highway, Suite 1109, Coral Gables, 
FL 33146. You can call (800) 9DANCER 
(800-932-6237), (805) 669-9391, fax 
(805) 669-9475 or e-mail dancer@peter- 
hughes.com. You can also find informa- 
tion on the Internet at http://www.peter 
hughes.com. = 
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ESCAPE TO LITTLE CAYMAN 


SAND DOLLAR sans DIVE - 
(Continued from Page 18) itis KELLY’S ON THE BAY 00 thru Double 
ati == & Aqua-Nut Divers 12/15/97 Occupanc 

easily accessible by beach and boat. .: Tank 2-Location Dive for only $32.00 7 nights accommodations in deluxe oceanfront A 
Beneath the calm, turquoise sea, these (Includes tanks & Weights. Available in our dive packages. ) villa equipped with kitchenette. Includes: room 

; ada pa eine ee es ee ee or tax, gratuities, airport transfers. Customize your 
sites have been protected by law since A Very Special Place own vacuo. Divine, Fishhaess meateInne: 
the early 1 970s. No Spearfishing, anchor- Wdlaeie Rp Kg Re aa ccitae Nature Trail, Bicycles and Fresh Water Pool. Dine 
ing or collecting are the basic tenets of > 32 very comfortable, private rooms at the Hungry Iguana Restaurant on premises. 

; b> Brand new, state-of-the-art 42 foot dive boat : 
the Bonaire Marine Park. Park USErS > PADI NALISGaRICHOR een eketTIOROR: Nitrox instruction. be pit bea 
must pay an annual $10 (U.S.) fee, which 1-800-226-0415 — eee Villas P 
MM104 Bayside, 1042200 
funds the boat mooring system, educa pei ae : eer vantecenmep ayy HLLAS 
305-451-1622 Fax 305-451-4623 4 ox 48 ¢ Little Cayman, 

tion and research. The lush reefs that Bet rite en de : (345) 948-0001 
surround Bonaire and Klein Bonaire, a Web: http://Florida-Keys.fl.us/kellys.him 





(345) 948-0002 fax 





nearby uninhabited island, are teeming 
with colorful tropical fish and healthy 
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Aas SSAA 

The diving, water conditions and fg 
weather are truly great. Bonaire is an ide- Th Aboard the M.V. BELIKIKI or 
al destination for divers of all skill levels. | <P, : ce M.V. SPIRIT of SOLOMONS 


Famous for its lack of high rise resorts 
and traffic lights, its diver-friendly inhabi- 
tants have assured a plethora of profes- 
sional dive shops. Diving tourism is the 
primary business and, consequently, 
Bonaire also offers great accommoda- 
tions and food. 

Sand Dollar Condominium Resort has 
a well-earned reputation for its unique 


“home away from home” atmosphere. ar songs TeNCaN: 
¥ P First Class. 


Stretching along Bonaire’s central coast, Accommodation | 

it offers 73 studio, one, two and three : Outstanding Meals! 

bedroom apartments overlooking the — andService c= = 

Caribbean. Each condo, designed as a Superb Reefs, 

including private balconies, air-condi- | Unlimited Diving a —s 
tioned bedrooms, tropical furnishings, ca- | Rediscover | 4 ay samen | Blick Cases uM. 
down te denn Sch has A lcs nont | M Divingthe way Me 800-677-4277 | ~wwwhiikikicom 
down to dishwashers and microwave tt should he! CA: 310-670-7302 Fax: 310-338-070 Or e- “mail: bilikiki@horizon be.ca 





ovens. Perfect for couples, families and 


groups, Sand Dollar offers a variety of ac— . thai Maas sisi “ pana 
NOTA NRONONONSONOSTNSTINISSTONTOS SEZ. 
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Nitrox Now! 


Blue Holes, Shark Feeding, Dolphin 
Encounters, Rays & More! 





Captain Tom Guarino’s 24 years experience promises the best of 
Bahamas diving. Sea Fever is 90’ aluminum, fully air conditioned 


with double staterooms, E-6 processing and U/W video. 


FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS, CALL: 


300-445-3837 of 303-331-3483 


P.O. Box 39 8276, Miami Beach, Florida 33239 


E-mail : seafever@safari.net « Website : http://www.seafever.com 


CAYMAN BRAC ESCAPE! 


New, deluxe 2 bedroom villas on 
secluded palm-shaded, white sand beach. 
Restaurant, top-rated dive shop, complete 

dive packages from $638/week. 

The Caribbean’s best diving 
just steps from your door! 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
For a free brochure call 1-800-972-9795 














Hike, bike, 
explore, relax. 











PARTNERSHIP SOUGHT. 
GRAND CAYMAN 





Dive operator located in hotel is looking for | 
partner(s). Fully equipped and working. Good | 
profit. Serious inquiries only. 


Fax (345) 949-8839 


©SD/AD1997. f 
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Depth and Diving 

Conditions Should 

Always be Measured 
by Experience 





tank. Using only 


peridety. ey : 


2661 QV/GS © 


Lc 





ir ¢ uard isa device toensure that all divershavean 
ate means of determining whether ee thes air 
ed to asda is - to breathe. 


SEAWAYS ENGINEERING SYSTEMS 4 
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tivities or just plain peace and quiet. Easy 
and convenient, a small shopping arcade 
on the property has a bank, grocery 
store, car rental agency, ice cream shop 
and an island tour operator. 

Nestled along the sea within the resort 
are the Sand Dollar Dive and Photo Shop 
and the Green Parrot Restaurant. The 
Green Parrot is one of the most popular 
eateries on Bonaire, well known for its 
sunset happy hour and specialty frozen 
eS concoctions, as 

EL well as its easy, 
NCE American-style 








r Resort is dining and fine 
1 for: service. 
nding macro Andre Nahr, 


director of Sand 
Dollar Dive and 
Photo, has 
spent more 
than ten years 
developing a re- 
liable and reputable program to satisfy an 
amazing variety of diver demands. Any 
visitor can choose a dive package rang- 
ing from basic to adventure filled. 

Unlimited shore diving and staggered 
boat departures—8:45 and 10:30 am 
and 1:30 and 3:30 pm—allow divers to 
customize their vacations. Start the day 
early or sleep in, just sign up for the boat 
dive of your choice! Knowledgeable in- 
structors oversee one of the largest 
teaching operations in the Caribbean— 
more than 20 classes are available. 
Diving development instruction ranges 
from one day learn to dive lessons, 
week-long certification classes, ad- 
vanced and divemaster courses to 
medic first aid and rescue specialties. 

It is also possible to sign up for introduc- 
tory and advanced photography and 
videography classes taught by two of the 
best photo pros in the Caribbean, Jim 
Brandon and Julie Morgan. Jerry Ligon 
heads up a special department for nature 
lovers and naturalist classes are offered 
both underwater and topside. Introduction 
to Fish Watching: Identification and 
Behavior, is taught to both snorkelers and 
divers. There are wonderful excursions 
around the island to experience Bonaire’s 
unique flora and fauna, including iguanas, 
parrots and myriad species of cacti. 

sand Dollar Dive and Photo even has a 
unique adventure package that appeals 
to all ages and interests. A week-long 
program or just a daily taste can be ar- 
ranged, featuring diving, ocean kayaking, 
nature excursions, guided snorkeling 
and mountain biking. 

There’s a special Sand Penny Club 
that schedules daily activities for children 
throughout the year. August is Family 
Month on Bonaire and, during this spe- 
cial month, all children under the age of 
15 stay free at Sand Dollar. 

Visit Sand Dollar for the June 21 to 28, 


r’s edge location 
site dive and photo 


hopping arcade 


sStaurant on-site 








1997 annual Nikonos Shootout or try your 
photo and video skills during November, 
when the entire month is devoted to Sand 
Dollar’s own photo contest. 

Whatever your interests, you are going 
to have a great time at Sand Dollar 
Condominium Resort on Bonaire. For 
brochures, further information and/or 
reservations, call Sand Dollar Reserva- 
tions at (800) 288-4778 or (407) 774- 
9292, fax (407) 774-9322 or write to P.O. 
Box 3253, Longwood, Florida 32779. 
The direct phone number is (011) 599-7- 
8738; fax (011) 599-7-8760. = 


Dive Notes 


Dive Boat SAFARI: Dive Boat Safari and 
the Barbados Hilton now offer the conve- 
nience of a single beachfront location for 
Barbados divers. On the south side of 
Carlisle Bay, the luxurious Hilton is only 
minutes from many of the best wrecks 
and reefs in Barbados. Many dives sites 
are so close to the Hilton that Dive Boat 





Safari returns to the beach so you can re- 
lax ashore for the surface interval between 
dives. The Berwyn, one of the finest shal- 
low wrecks in the world, is only five min- 
utes from Dive Boat Safari’s shop. A 
French tugboat sunk in 1919, the Berwyn 
rests on the sand in only 25 feet of water in 
the calm, protected lee of Carlisle Bay. 
The intact hull is packed with an incredible 
diversity of sea life, including exotic 
species such as frogfish, seahorses and 
Shortnosed Batfish. Other great wreck 
dives are available, including the 365 foot 
Stavronikita, which extends from 20 feet 
deep at the top of the mast to 130 feet 
deep at the propeller. Dive Boat Safari also 
visits all of the reefs along the south and 
west coasts of Barbados. These reefs fea- 
ture a profusion of healthy corals and col- 
orful sponges. Big schools of tropical fish, 
morays, lobster and sea turtles are seen 
on nearly every dive. 

George Hurley, the manager of Dive 
Boat Safari, was the first PADI instructor 
on Barbados and has maintained a strong 
emphasis on instruction at the shop. All 
dive courses from resort to assistant in- 
structor are taught here, as well as a wide 
variety of specialty courses. 

For more information, call Dive Boat 
Safari at (800) 513-5824, (246) 427-4350 
or fax (246) 436-8946. = 





or the whales, the caverns, the critters, or isi 
Hawaiian Humuhumu-nukunuku-a-pua’a fish! 


Sos 















Since 1978, Lahaina Divers of Maui has been thrilling divers 
with great diving. With two custom dive boats, the 50’ 
Endeavor and the 43’ Reliant, we'll show you a 
Maui, Lanai and Molokini you'll never forget! 


Our new watersports center carries a 
complete line of snorkeling, dive and 
photo equipment. Plus, we offer a 
complete spectrum of dive classes 
from open water completions 
to Hawaiian specialties. 

So whether you're in search of 
turtles, whales, caverns, the 
Humuhumu-nukunuku-a-pua’a fish 
or just updating your skills, call us! 


Go for Lahaina Divers 


1-800-998-3483 


yo 143 Dickenson Street e Lahaina, Maui, Hl 96761 
E-mail: lahdiver@maui.net 


_ Great Deals on ‘Wey, “= 
Dive Packages! 


Maui, Lanai & Molokini 
7 Days/6 Nights, 9 dives 


ba $605 pp/do 
Lr. 
I 


MAUI 





ESE 
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COMING IN JULY 


EXPLORE 
THE 
FABULOUS 
FLORIDA KEYS 






















eee 


| COCONUT HARBOUR 


~The Dedicated 5 ork ZA 


Divers Resort ™ | *' 





> Open-Air Bar and Restaurant 
> 24 Hour Dive Lockers and Tanks 
> Fresh Water Swimming Pool and Jacuzzi 4“S& — 
> In-Room Mini-Kitchens > 10% Discount on Dive Packages 
Dive From Your Door Step 
> Boat Dives - Northwall - Stingray City 
East End - On-site dive shop 
> Shore Diving - Waldo’s Reef - Waldo’s Wall 
Grand Cayman, BWI. 
1-800 -332 -6281 
| 


e St. Croix’s first PADI 5 Seay IDC Center 

e Personalized service for over 13 years 

e Dive packages offered with Colony Cove Resort offering Beach 
sice)alm Ay cen eysve|colelaae=lell-r-¥- lace mie liNacre [61] e) olsremexe)are(es-Mm\Ut-lalalca lic 
ecology center on premises...call 1-800-828-0746 

as\CoatoRr-lanteleomitamicisre 


WE LOVE TO DIVE AND IT SHOWS. 
1-800-235-9047 ¢ 809-773-3307 
P.O. Box 4254, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00822-4254 
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BAY Ae 4 ae ee icise 


The Perfect Vacation Package! = 2 Nights/3 Days 
“Dive with someone you know”, with over 23 SUMMMER SPECIAL 
years of experience in Pennekamp Park and S$? 1 7, 
the Marine Sanctuary. Dive the wreck of the 4 Seroretade har: 
USCG Cutter Duane, Christ of the Abyss, continental breakfast, 2-dives 
the Benwood, Molasses, French and Pickles __ per day, tanks and weights. 
Reefs and little known spots like Grouper pices “Nera: 
Alley and the Mini-Wall. 
Attractive dive and snorkel packages at 
the beautiful Holiday Inn 
sunspree Resort, home of 
Holiday Casino Cruises. 


SEA DWELLERS 
DIVE CENTER 


1-800-451-3640 


http://www.sea-dwellers.com/keylargo/ 


e Casino Boat 

e Dive Boat only steps 
from your room 

e Spacious Rooms 

e Two large pools and 
Jacuzzi 

e Fitness Center 

e Tiki Bar 

e Children’s Activities 
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New spacious 2 bdrm condos on the sea. White 
sand t beach, palm trees, sun, restaurant, pool, friendly 
people. Dive pkgs from S670/Awk. Free brochure. 


BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
Box 4-S Stake Bay, Cayman Brac, Cayman Islands, B.W.I. | 






Tel: 305-666-1997 + Fax: 305-666-2292 
E-mail: bahia @ gate.net 
http://www.aventuras.conybahia-tours 


Bahia Tours 800-443- 071 7! 
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Call toll free 800/791-7911 © Fax 809/948-1111 



















© SD/AD 1996 


-) Capt. Billy § 
\s,eKey West Diver, Inc. 


Call for information 


1-800-87-DIVER 
(305) 294-7177 
World’s Foremost Authority in Scuba 
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IN JULY 









NeRsvo” FROM ONLY 
$318° HOTEL & DIVE PKG. 
For beTAILS 1(800) 513- 5763 
www.gti.net/hightide phone/fax (246) 432-0931 


© SD/AD 1996 
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BLUE WATER DIVERS 
(Continued from Page 14) 


you board the boat and when you come 
out of the water. Same Mitch, new hat. 
He and divemaster Carl Bean are the only 
fulltime staff members of Blue Water 
Divers. Although he has been in business 
for 14 years, Mitch has resisted expanding 
because he prefers a personal, friendly 
operation. His infectious humor and 
easy-going manner makes everyone feel 
as if they are diving with a longtime friend. 

Blue Water Divers isn’t large but it is a 
full service operation with a complete line 
of rental equipment and a small retail store 
and boutique. Instruction is available from 
resort course through divemaster. 

The other two Blue Water Divers 
boats include Calypso Cruiser and 
Reggae Express, both easily boarded 
from the beach and limited to a small 
number of divers. 

SALT RAKER INN: Jenny Smith’s Salt 
Raker Inn is the perfect match for Mitch’s 
Blue Water Divers. Originally constructed 
more than 150 years ago by a Bermuda 
shipwright, Salt Raker Inn is comfortable, 
charming and informal. Staying at the Salt 
Raker is almost like being at home. 
ana Hammocks 


tAVEL and lounge 
NCE chairs line the 
Ak ik best full length up- 


Stairs balcony, 
Nic looking over the 
xcellent visibility 


front gate and 
Laidback lifestyle across __ the 
Proximity to the U.S. Keser Shae 


rooms have re- 
cently been refurbished and are air-condi- 
tioned. A separate area for rinsing and 
storing dive gear is provided, so you don’t 
have to share your bathroom with your 
wetsuit. The Secret Garden Bar and 
Restaurant, hidden among the lush tropi- 
cal plants in back of the Inn, serves break- 
fast, lunch and dinner. 

TRAVEL INFORMATION: Grand Turk is on- 
ly a hop from Miami on American Airlines; 
a skip on one of the inter-island commuter 
airlines and you’ re ready to jump in the 
water. A passport or certified birth certifi- 
cate and photo ID is all you need at immi- 
grations and U.S. dollars are the official 
currency. The four Ss—shirts, shorts, 
swimsuits and sandals—will meet all your 
clothing needs. The electricity is 110 volts. 

For more information/reservations, con- 
tact Blue Water Divers by e-mail at 
mrolling@caribsurf.com and by phone or 
fax at (809) 946-2432. The mailing ad- 
dress is P.O. Box 124, Grand Turk, Turks 
and Caicos Islands, BWI. The Salt Raker 
Inn can be reached by phone at (809) 
946-2260 or fax at (809) 946-2817. Mail 
should be sent to P.O. Box 1, Grand Turk, 
Turks and Caicos Islands, BWI. = 








INFO 


Great New Book! 
Interesting fish facts plus 


spectacular color photos BX 
22 New Hand Signals to 
communicate the sighting of a fish to your dive buddy! 
Log book to record your fish watching activities. 


Scuba Talk™ jis available at dive stores for $14.95 or 


add $3 -S&H to Blue Reef Publications, Inc.: 
P.O. Box 42; Newton Centre, MA 02159 USA 
(617) 332-7965 


















Tour Bonaire’s pristine 
reefs and get to know its splendid 
inhabitants through the photography 
of Susan Swygert, Dos Winkel and 
Jerry Schnabel. Written by Swygert. 
the text gives the reader an overview 
of Bonaire, its reefs and creatures in 
English, Dutch and German. 


Watercolours Bonaire is a 10 1/2 by 10 
1/2 hardcover book with more than 125 color photos. It is 
available through Helix for $59.50, including UPS any- 
where in the continental U.S. 

Call (800) 33-HELIX for more information. 


Watercolo urs 
B 










DANGEROUS MARINE 
CREATURES 


A unique guide to aid swimmers, surfers, 
sailors, fisherman, and scuba divers. Gives 


descriptions as well as first aid, medical treat- 
ments, and techniques for prevention. 


BK #D565 $24.50 plusP&H 


COMPANY 





& we 
“Se A Guide to Underwater Communication 





OCEAN LIFE MULTIMEDIA ENCYCLOPEDIA 


The Most Complete Reference for Divers and 
a. Aquarium Enthusiasts on CD ROM! 
=~ Includes Video, Photos and Information on over 300 Species of: 
ga 2 Whales « Dolphins « Crustaceans « Tropical Fish » Plant Life 
Nudibranchs ¢ Sharks ¢ Aquatic Birds * Sea Shells * And More! 
Plus diving regulations and information for ALL 50 States 


ONLY $37.95 (plus $3.50 S&H) ge 


¢ * OCEAN/MARINE TECHNOLOGIES 
~ 7415 Garden Grove, Ste. 12 « San Antonio, TX 78250-3107 
aaa 1-800-793-4038 ¢ Fax: 210/684-2154 

“2 e-mail: omtek19@stic.net 

IBM PC/Windows/Win 95/NT Compatible » Visa/MC Accepted 















paver Grand Ca 
The premier interactive, edutainment dive 
CD on Grand Cayman. Multimedia rich, 
with over 30 minutes of high quality dive 
movies in thousands of colors, compli- 
mented by music and narration. 


Dive Tarpon Alley, Stingray cy. East 


nd Walls, Reefs and Wrecks. 

Includes 200+ photo gallery and complete dive operation, 
lodging, restaurant, fishing and travel sections. 
Macintosh, Windows 95 & 3.1. 

Only $34.95 (plus $3 S&H) 

VISA/MC Direct Orders Call 800-243-1515 x650 
SHOOT TO THRILL, INC. 





THE FIRESIDE DIVER 


Cozy up with world renowned divers 
as they share their favorite diving 
anecdotes and experiences in this 
extremely popular, often requested 
and highly entertaining anthology. 
Compiled and edited by Bonnie J. 
Cardone, SKIN DIVER’s executive 
editor, these stories include tales 
ranging from unique encounters with Giant Squid to 
being shipwrecked on a deserted island. 


The Fireside Diver is available at dive shops or through 
Aqua Quest Publications at (800) 933-8989. 


The price is $14.95 plus $4 postage and handling. 


















BOOKS W VIDEOS W CD-ROMS W COMPUTER SOFTWARE 


CITIES UNDER #j, 
THE SEA 


Jean-Michel Cousteau transports you 
to a spectacular undersea “city” of 
coral reefs to see creatures you may 
never encounter in your scuba a 
adventures. You will learn about , G 
these animals and plants—and 
understand how this Sallyge . 
balanced ecosystem works. Over 700 original 
photographs and 90 minutes of video make this an 
experience you'll not soon forget! 

Windows or Macintosh CD-ROM: $29.95 

CITIES UNDER THE SEA is available at dive shops and 
software retailers, or call Enteractive at 800-433-4464. 








on ogee: WORL 










ve cod Oveper Understanding 









Jan ere s _ Co) ee ee ee 
WRECK VALLEY 
"Multi Media Shipwreck CD" 


500 Shipwrecks 
of NY, NJ and CT 


Searchable Database 
Running U/W Video 
Shipwreck Sketches 
Artifact Photographs 
Historical Photographs 


Historical Information me ce = 


Interactive Side Scan Sonar Images 
Beach. Deep. Artifact and Treasure Wrecks ! oF 
Aqua Explorers Inc.Po 116 E.Rockaway NY 11518 


(800) 695-7585 


(516) 868-2658. 






Giant Stride 
Multimedia 
Divelog 


\__FOR WINDOWS _/7 
Download from: 
http://www.giantstride.com 

e-mail: support@giantstride.com 
Call (408) 524-8860 
to request a free copy in the mail. 


~ ROATAN HOME VIDEO - Views / Resorts / Real Estate 


77 Min $22.95 plus $3 S&H. Send to G&J Productions 
2667 Cropley Ave #109, San Jose, CA 95132 
http://www.we.com/user/gipro 















SKIN DiverR’s INFONET SECTION 


“The Information Source for Divers” 


Skin Diver’s InfoNet Section was created specifically for Books, CD-Roms, 
Videos and Computer Software products to help stimulate sales of fhese items. 


NOW is the time to advertise your informational product at a cost that is a 
fraction of our general rate. 


Receive the some benefits as the display advertiser with the new classified 
rate section designed especially for YOU! 


Three sizes to choose from: 


Call (213) 782-2245 or Fax (213) 782-2556 











‘INTERNET LISTINGS 


WDIVE EQUIPMENT 


BROWNIE’S THIRD LUNG 
http://www.browniedive.com/dive 
e-mail: brownie@netrunner.net 


CENTRAL SKINDIVERS 
www.centralskindivers.com 
e-mail: go53scuba@aol.com 


DEEP-SIX UNDERWATER 
SYSTEMS, INC. 
http://members.aol.com/dsusdive 
e-mail: dsusdive@aol.com 


DIVE RITE 
http://www.dive-rite.com/ 
e-mail: diverite1 @aol.com 


DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
http://www.DiversDiscount.com 
e-mail: info@DiversDiscount.com 


DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 
e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 


FISHER RESEARCH LABORATORY 
Underwater Metal Detectors 
http://www.treasurenet.com/treasure/ 
fisher/ 


FUJI ULTRASONIC 
ENGINEERING CoO., LTD. 
http://www.orange.or.jp/~fuji-us/ 
e-mail: fuji-us@orange.or.jp 


JWA/SCUBAPRO 


http://www.jwa.com 


DIVE-ALERT BY IDEATIONS 
http://www.aquaholic.com/divealert 
e-mail: divealert@juno.com 


MR. DIVER INC. 
http://www.mrdiver.com 
e-mail: mrdiverinc@worldnet.att.net 


OCEANIC 
http://www.oceanicusa.com 


U.S. DIVERS 
http://www.usdivers or 
e-mail: tecinfo@usdivers 


WEDUCATION 


MARINE LIFE LEARNING CENTER 
http://www.fishid.com 


WINTERNET SERVICES 


HR CONSULTING 
http://www.halsdiveguide.com 
e-mail: hal@halsdiveguide.com 


TWOFIN, INC 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin 
e-mail: twofin@aol.com 


WLIVE-ABOARD TRAVEL 


AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
http://www.aggressor.com or 
e-mail: divboat@aol.com 


BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 
http://www.blackbeard-cruises.com or 
e-mail: sales@blackbeard-cruises.com 
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MIKE BALL DIVE EXPEDITIONS 
http://www. infoweb.com.au/mike_ball or 
e-mail: OzDive@aol.com 


NAI’A CRUISES FiJI 
http://www.naia.com.fj or 
e-mail: naia@is.com.fj 


NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.gate.net/~nekton or 
e-mail: nekton@gate.net 


PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www.peterhughes.com or 
e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 


REEF EXPLORER EXOTIC 
DIVE ADVENTURES 
http://www.ozemail.com.au/~reefies 
e-mail: reefies@ozemail.com.au 


SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.seafever.com 
e-mail: seafever@safari.net 


TROPICAL DIVE ENTERPRISES 
http://www.MatPrincess.com.html or 
e-mail: MatagiPrincess@juno.com 


WPHOTO EQUIPMENT 


HELIX LIMITED 
http://www.mastermall.com/helix 
e-mail: helixuw@aol.com 


WPHOTO SERVICES 


CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO 
CENTER AND GALLERIES 
http://www.cathychurch.com 
e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 


WPUBLISHERS 


ASIAN DIVER MAGAZINE 
http://www. asiandiver.com 
e-mail: info@asiandiver.com 


BLUE OCEAN DIVERS AND 
OCEAN/MARINE TECHNOLOGIES 
http://ally.ios.com/~omtek19 


DIVESIGHT 
http://www.divesight.com or 
e-mail: divesight@silkthread.com 


SEA-D PUBLISHING 
http://www.sea-d.com or 
e-mail daved@candw.ky 


WRESORT/DIVE OPERATORS 


AQUA WORLD 
http://www.iminet.com/mexico/700a.html 
e-mail: aqguaworl@cancun.novenet.com.mx 


BAHAMA DIVERS 
http://www.empg.com/bahama-divers 
e-mail: bahdiver@netrunner.net 


BAHAMAS MINISTRY OF TOURISM 
http://www.interknowledge.com/bahamas 


BASKIN IN THE SUN 
http://www.dive-baskin.com or 
e-mail: baskindive@aol.com 


BAYMAN BAY CLUB 
http://bayman.lwm.com/bayman 
e-mail: reservations@baymanbayclub.com 


BELIZE UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/belize.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


BIMINI UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.twofin.com//twofin/bua.htm. 
biminua@web2000.net 


BORNEO DIVERS and SEA SPORTS 
(Sabah) Sdn Bhd 
http://www.jaring.my/bdivers 

e-mail: bdivers@po.jaring.my 


BUBBLES GALORE * BARBADOS 
e-mail: Bubbles@Caribsurf.com 


CASA DEL MAR 
http://www.iminet.com/mexico/coz202.html 
e-mial: casamar@cozumel.czm.com.mx 


CAYMAN DIVING LODGE * 
EAST END, GRAND CAYMAN 
http://www.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 


CORAL ISLE DIVERS * BARBADOS 
http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 
e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 


DISCOVERY DIVE 
http://www.Discoverydive.com 


THE DIVE SHOP LTD. 
http://www.caribnet.net/dive_shop/ 
e-mail: hardive@caribnet.net 


DIVE CLEARWATER’S 
CHARTER BOATS 
http://www.charternet.com or 
e-mail: diveclw@atlantic.net 


DIVERS UNLIMITED 
e-mail: dvrsunlmtd@aol.com 


ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADV * MAUI 
http://www.maui.net/~robinson/erda.html 
e-mail: robinson@maui.net 


EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS * 
COSTA RICA 
http://costarica.tourism.co.cr/hotels/ 
ocotal/ocotal.htm 

e-mail: elocotal@sol.racsa.co.cr 


EXPLORESUB BARBADOS 
e-mail: PADO@SUNBEACH.NET 


FANTASEA DIVING 
http://www.Bermuda-Watersports.com 


FANTASY ISLAND BEACH RESORT 
http://www.empg.com/fantasy-island 


FISHEYE OF CAYMAN 
http://www.fisheye.com or 
e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 


FLORIDA DOWN UNDER 
http://www.fdu.com/fdu 
e-mail: aldive@aol.com 


GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA 
http://www.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
or e-mail: sub_aqua@ga.pro.ec 


HOTEL FLAMINGO x COZUMEL 
http://www.hotelflamingo.com 
e-mail: dive@hotelflamingo.com 
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HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * 
BARBADOS 
http://www.gti.net/hightide 

e-mail hightide@sunbeach.net 


KONA COAST DIVERS «x HAWAII 
http://www.hawaiiscuba.com or 
e-mail: divekona@ilhawaii.net 


LA CEIBA 
http://www. iminet.com/mexico/coz201.html 
e-mail: laceiba@cozumel.czm.com.mx 


LAHAINA DIVERS INC. 
http://www.lahainadivers.com 
e-mail: lahdiver@maui.net 


LITTLE CAYMAN/BRAC 
BEACH RESORT 
http://www.braclittle.com 
e-mail: refz79@prodigy.com 


MAUI DIVE SHOP HAWAII 
http://maui.net/~mauidive 
e-mail: mauidive@maui.net 


NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


OCEAN FRONTIERS * EAST END, 
GRAND CAYMAN 
http://www.oceanfrontiers.com or 
e-mail: oceanf@candw.ky 


PALAU DIVING CENTER/ 
CARP ISLAND RESORT 
e-mail: carpcorp@belau.com 


PARROTS LANDING 
http://www.parrotslanding.com or 
e-mail: splash@parrotslanding.com 


RED SAIL SPORTS 
http://www.redsail.com or 
e-mail: info@redsail.com 


RUM POINT INN * BELIZE 
e-mail: rupel@BTL.com 


RESORTS ON-LINE 
http://www.resortsonline.com 
e-mail: resorts@resortsonline.com 


RIDING ROCK INN 


e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 


SAILING & DIVING VACATIONS 
IN THE CARIBBEAN 
http://www. yachts. vi/ 


SCUBA REFERRALS OF SOUTH 
FLORIDA 
http://home.earthlink.net/~scubarefer/ or 
e-mail: scubarefer@earthlink.net 


SCUBA CLUB 
http://www.galapago.com 


SEA EYE DIVING OF GRAND TURK, 
TURKS & CAICOS 
http://www.interlog.com/~reefnet/GTurk or 
Cl@caribsurf.com 


STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 
e-mail: scove1045@aol.com 


TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 
http://deepedge.com/TIDivers or 
e-mail: tidivers@netrunner.net 


UNDERWATER BARBADOS 
http://www.ndl.net/~uwb 
e-mail: Myoung@ns.ndl.net 


WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA 
ADVENTURES 
http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
or e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


WEST SIDE SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.gocarib.com/barbados/wssc 
e-mail: putnam@sunbeach.net 


WHITETIP DIVERS * PHILIPPINES 
http://www.umall.com/whitetip/ 
e-mail: whitetip@mnl.sequel.net 


XANADU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http:/Awww.nealwatson.com/xanadu.htm 
or e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


YAP DIVERS/MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
http://www.mantaray.com 
e-mail: yapdivers@mantaray.com 


WIOUR OPERATORS 


BAHIA TOURS 
http://www. aventuras.com/bahia-tours 


ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT/ 
BAHIA TOURS 
http://www.aventuras.com/bahia-tours or 
e-mail: bahia@gate.net 


BARBACHANO TOURS 
http://www.empg.com/barbachano 


BOB SOTO’S DIVING 
http://www.sccsi.com/BobSoto/home.html 
e-mail BSD@star-travel.com 


CARADONNA CARIBBEAN 
TOURS, INC. 
http://www.travelfile.com/get?cturs or 
e-mail: caradonna@aol.com 


CONTINENTAL MICRONESIA 
AIRLINES & TOURS 
http://www.destmic.com 


DIVE BUDDIES PHILIPPINES 
http://www.sequel.net/~divephil 
e-mail: divephil@mnl.sequel.net 


GO DIVING 
http://www.godiving.com 


GREAT DESTINATIONS 
http://www.skindiver.com 
e-mail: scuba@skindiver.com 


INTO THE BLUE 
http://www. intotheblue.com or 
e-mail: cvdt@aol.com 


LANDFALL PRODUCTIONS 
http://www.ecotravel.com/landfall or 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 


MAYA TOURS 
http://mayatour.com 
e-mail: info@mayatour.com 


REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE 
ADVENTURE TRAVEL 

http://www. reefrainfrst.com or 

e-mail: rnrtravel@aol.com 


SEE & SEA TRAVEL SERVICES 
www.divxprt.com/see&sea or 
e-mail: divxprt@ix.netcom.com 


SUNDANCE TOURS & DIVE SHOP 
http://www.DiveTrukLagoon.com 
e-mail: info@DiveTrukLagoon.com 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL 
www.DIVETROPICAL.com or 
e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 


TROPICAL TOURS, INC. 
http://tropical.scubamaster.com 
e-mail: diver@neosoft.com 


WIRAINING/CERTIFICATION 


INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF NITROX AND TECHNICAL 
DIVERS 

http://www.iantd.com or 

e-mail: iantdhq@ix.netcom.com 


NASDS 
http://www.divesafe.com 
e-mail: nasds@netten.net 


ODYSSEY EXPEDITIONS TROPICAL 
MARINE BIOLOGY VOYAGES 
http://www.odyssey.ycg.org or 

e-mail: odyssey@usa.net 


PADI 
http://www.padi.com 


SCUBA SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL 
http://www.ssiusa.com 


_ SKIN DIVER’S 
@ ® 
_ Internet Listings 

Does your business have a web-page or e- 
mail address? Then you are ready to partici- 
pate in Skin Diver’s Internet listings. 

Finding information on the net is difficult. Stop 
holding your breath waiting for that potential 
customer to stumble on your listing in the INTER- 
NET jungle. Advertise your listing and allow our 
readers to go directly to your company’s loca- 
tion on the internet 

Set your dive operation apart from the 
others by advertising your business’ e-mail 
and web page address in Skin Diver's 
Internet Listing. 


12X $384 


For information on how to place 
your internet listing, 


Call 
(213) 782-2245 
or 
Fax (213) 782-2556 


E-mail: 
skindiver@petersenpub.com 
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photo/courtesy Marineland 






Marineland Florida and 
Dixie Divers have embarked 
on arelationship that will 
include scuba instruction at 
Marineland. A two or four 
hour program will also 
allow guests to snorkel or 
scuba with marine life in 
Marineland’s main tank. 
Above and right: Pool and 
nitrox training. 


146 SKINDIVER JUNE 1997 


Blazing New 
Trails in the Industry 


Lixie Divers Guides Snorkelers and Divers 
Through the Tanks of Marineland 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHIRLEY VANDERBILT 


he Vanderbilt family (unfortunately, 
no relation to the writer!) built 
Florida's first marine life attraction along 
the northeast coast in the early 1900s. 
For decades, Marineland has been re- 
configured and expanded, entertaining 
and educating generations of visitors 
about exotic life. Anyone remember the 
50s horror flick, Creature from the Black 
Lagoon? It was filmed in Marineland’s 
main tank. Thankfully, the only creatures 
in the tanks these days are compliments 
of nature, not Hollywood. With the park’s 
most recent renovation comes a revolu- 
tionary new program open to divers and 
nondivers alike, under the professional 
direction of one of Florida’s foremost au- 
thorities on diving. Dixie Divers has been 
selected to work exclusively with Marine- 
land, providing several innovative experi- 
ences within the marine park. A two hour 
program allows guests to snorkel or dive 
with the marine life in the tank. A four 
hour program for nondivers includes an 
introduction to diving and an escorted 
tour with an instructor in the tank. In fact, 
several levels of scuba instruction will be 
offered at Marineland, from Discover 
Diving to full certifi- 
cation courses. 
Water pumped 
straight from the 
Atlantic Ocean 
keeps the marine 
tank’s environment 
stable and provides 
a unique simulated 
ocean experience 
for program partici- 
pants. You may 
choose fishwatch- 
ing, video, still pho- 
tography or trea- 
sure hunting as the 
focus of your dive. 
To further enhance 
educational oppor- 
tunities, a Marine 
Mammal Assistant 
Trainer program 
has also been opened to participants 


with divemaster level certification. A full 


week of living on site and working inten- 
sively with actual dolphin trainers adds a 
unique element to any dive profession- 
al’s resume, enhancing the chances for 
job placement in this career area. 
Abbreviated forms of the marine mam- 
mal training are also offered: a three day 
introductory course for certified divers 
and a one day program for the general 
public. Whatever level of participation, 
this program promises to be an exciting 
adventure for all involved. 

It's not surprising to find Dixie Divers in 
a starring role at Marineland. This multi- 
faceted company has a history of contin- 
ually pushing past tradition to blaze new 
trails in the dive industry. Much of this 
thrust originates from the indomitable 
energy and creativity of co-founder and 
owner, Nestor Palmero. A leading dive 
professional, he has skillfully guided his 
enterprise from its humble beginnings as 
a small retail store in 1979 to the estab- 
lishment of two career training sites and 
a statewide franchising of Dixie Divers’ 
PADI Five Star facilities. 

With seven franchise and five compa- 
ny owned and operated stores through- 
out Florida, Palmero’s vision is now ex- 
panding to the national scene. His cur- 
rent focus on providing divers with a na- 
tionwide network of professional dive 
stores will encompass more than just 
moving franchising beyond Florida. Also 
included in the design is a network of 
Dixie Divers charter bookings on privately 
operated, custom dive boats meeting 
specific safety guidelines and service re- 
quirements established under contract 
with Dixie Divers. Amenities Such as 
fresh fruit, camera tables, rinse buckets 
and courteous assistance by a profes- 
sionally attired crew are all a part of the 
company’s commitment to provide a 
consistently high quality dive experience 
to the Dixie Divers’ customer. 

Another facet of Dixie Divers’ expan- 
sion is the international travel program, 
which brings us back to Marineland. 
Many who have received their certifica- 
tion through Dixie Divers have remained a 
part of the “family,” preferring to join store 








sponsored trips accompanied by a Dixie 
Divers pro or booking with groups 
through Dixie’s wholesale travel division. 
Both of these options are accessed 
through toll free numbers, either connect- 
ing directly to a Dixie Divers’ retail opera- 
tion or to a travel desk of professional 
agents. This same travel service is avail- 
alle to secure your reservations for any of 
the Marineland adventures. Marineland is 
centrally located to many Florida attrac- 
tions, such as historic St. Augustine, lively 
Daytona Beach and Orlando’s Disney 
World, making it a great stopover ona 
Florida tour or a complete vacation in it- 
self. Dixie Divers’ marine life programs all 
include a full day pass for the park; and 
hotel packages are available as well as 
campground and marina facilities for the 
more rustic adventures. 

At the present time, a minimum group 
of four is required for scheduling the ma- 
rine tank dive or snorkel experience but 
the eventual establishment of a Dixie 


Divers franchise at Marineland will open - 


the opportunity for individual bookings. 
Future plans at the park also include the 
use of the marine tanks’ controlled envi- 
ronment for testing new dive products. 

Education has been a major focus for 
Palmero and Dixie Divers from the begin- 
ning of the Dixie Divers concept. The ma- 
rine mammal training program is just one 
of a variety of educational opportunities 
developed through Dixie Divers’ main 
training component, the South East 
Diving Institute (SEDI). With a rural, ad- 
ministrative campus In Ft. Pierce anda 
second training site in the tropical Keys, 
SEDI is the only career training program 
offering two state licensed PADI Career 
Development Centers. The benefit for 
students is increased flexibility in choice 
of training environment and an opportu- 
nity to experience not only the exciting 
drift dives of Florida’s southeast coast 
but also the beauty of the living coral 
reefs bordering Key Largo. 

SEDI has, in essence, become a train- 
ing center for the entire Dixie Divers’ net- 
work, including the franchise operations. 
Many graduates enter the “family” as ca- 
reer professionals, enhancing quality 
control of Dixie Divers’ service and prod- 
ucts as well as instruction. As a course 
director himself, Nestor Palmero actively 
promotes this striving toward quality with 
his involvement at the local and national 
level of the industry. Currently in his sec- 
ond term with the DEMA board of direc- 
tors, Palmero was honored with the PADI 
Outstanding Achievement Award in 
1995—recognition of his contribution to 
the growth of recreational diving. 

Dixie Divers’ retail facilities offer a 
complete line of services, including full 
PADI instruction, retail sales, equipment 
repair and service, travel opportunities, 
local dive charter bookings and a host 


of special events such as the yearly 
Lobstermania contest and reef clean- 
up. At the SEDI Career Development 
Centers, the choice of career courses 
includes basic to instructor training, re- 
sort management and a variety of ad- 
junct certifications to enhance the mar- 
ketability and performance of a dive pro- 
fessional. 

The expansion of Dixie Divers’ net- 
work is now making it possible for divers 
nationwide to find a consistent quality of 
service and immediate assistance with 
everything from instruction to travel 
plans. For recreational diving and travel, 


call (800) FLA-DIVE [(800) 352-3483] or 
the travel desk (800) DIVE-US-1st [(800) 
348-3871]; for career training call South 
East Diving Institute at (800) FLA-PADI 
[((800) 352-7234]. > 


Always 
Make Your 
Deepest 











YOUR UNDERWATER PHOTO 
and VIDEO SOURCE! 
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UNDERWATER CAMERA sSQUIPMENT 


(all for our everyday low Helix pricing & 
availability. We accept Visa, MasterCard & Discover. 


CAMERA & VIDEO 
310 S. Racine Ave., Chicago, IL 60607 
800 /33-HELIX © FAX: 312/421-2804 
http: //www.mastermall.com /helix 
email: helixuw@daol.com 
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Contagious bacteria, viruses and fungus 
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For safer snorkeling and scuba diving, 
use the Amoeba ScubaGuard™. 
Developed by an oral surgeon and diving 
enthusiast, this patented shield fits easily 
over your mouthpiece. 
For more info or 
to order direct, call 
1-800-99-PUDGE 
Pudge Corp.™” 
PO Box 38 
Bedminster, PA 18910 


FAX:215-795-0335 
http://www.pudge.com 
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No Lobster is out of 
reach with 


e Fits in Any Diver’s Bag 
e Will Not Harm Lobster 


e Made of Stainless Steel 

& Anodized Aluminum 
e Adjustable Wriststrap 
e Lifetime Guarantee 


Oa A BS 


Plus Shipping and Handling 


DISPATCHING SERVICES 
65 West 5ist St., Bayonne, NJ 07002 
Phone (201) 339-8229 
Fax (201) 339-8285 
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DIVE ALL DAY 


wt SUPER SNORKEL 


Enjoy real diving freedom with an unlimited 
air supply! it’s compact and lightweight. 
You can take it to your favorite dive spots. 









Call Or Write For ‘Information On All Models 


INNOVATIVE DESIGNS, INC. 
3785 Alt. 19 N. Suite S / Palm Harbor, FL 34683 


(813) 934-4619 











FREE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
CALL THE NIKONOS PROFESSIONAL! 


This HOTLINE is just for you, staffed 10 AM-9PM 
(Central Time) Monday thru Friday, to answer any Nikonos 
questions or to help you and your Nikonos out of an 
EMERGENCY. Just call us from anywhere in the world. 
Our assistance is always FREE... 


Bob Warkentin’s 
| SOUTHERN NIKONOS 
SERVICE CENTER, INC. 
9459 Kempwood 
Houston, Texas 77080 
(713) 462-5436 
Fax: (713) 462-5449 






















Goal #1 “human mistake” Education 


Nikonos Workshop articles returned with your equipment 
to explain (& try to prevent) your “human mistakes” 
(Whether you want it or not) 


Goal #2 Equipment Servicing 
* SOUTHERN NIKONOS services & repairs ALL Nikonos 
Products (old or new). Nothing else! * Over 200,000 Nikonos 
parts in inventory to provide a 2-3 work day turn-around. « 
All replaced parts are returned as “trophies” of your mistakes 
for your “education”. (Whether you want them or not) 


Your Nikonos ain't just a land camera, it’s DIVE EQUIPMENT! 
SO remember, “When it’s time to service your regulator, 
it’s time to service your Nikonos!!” 
The International Service World of 


——— SOUTHERN NIKONOS [ce 
We're as Close as your post office. 
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DIVER S GEAR BAG 


It ts the little things that make diving even more fun! 


Airpower 
International 
Tales 


e Custom Systems Design 
e Parts Kept in Stock 
¢ Rebuilt Systems Available 
¢ Same Day Shipping for Most Parts 


AA CompAir 
Mako fates 
We Accept _ = 
1-800-334-4509 


or 609-663-1711 





E-mail info@airpower-intl.com ¢ Web www.airpower-intl.com 


circle #134 on Reader Service Card 


B 
HERE 


WHEN DIVERS LOOK 
FORK ACCESSORIES AND 
INTERESTING LITTLE 
“EXTRAS” THAT MAKE 
DIVING MORE 
ENJOYABLE AND SAFER. 
PLACE YOUR AD IN 
DIVER’S GEARBAG. 
PHONE: (213) 782-2760 
FAX: (213) 782-2556 
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OVERSEAS DIVERS’ DIRECTORY 





Rates $498 for 6 consecutive ads, $768 for a full year. Add $81 
for 1st line bold. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY via bank 
draft or international money in U.S. funds. DEADLINE: 28th of 


Srd month prior to issue date. Send copy and payment to 
Overseas Divers’ Directory, SKIN DIVER Magazine, 6420 Wilshire 
Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515 or call (213) 782-2245. 





HEMINGWAYS ADVENTURE DIVING 800-443-0799 
Combine a SAFARI with diving. On Kenya Coast experience 
real Africa above and below the water. Call for prices & 
customized itineraries E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 
MANTA REEF CAMP - KISIWANILIVE-ABOARD 800-247-3483 
Experience East Africa’s very best Fax 206-441-5431 


diving from land-based or live-aboard. Complete safaris. 
Discounted airfares. 





809-460-1178 Fax 809-460-1179 
Nelson’s Dockyard, Box 184, St. John’s Antigua 

Antigua's beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites 
within 1 mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. 


DOCKYARD DIVERS 





PELICAN WATERSPORTS Ph. 011-2978-31228 
PADI INT’L Dive Center, Fax 011-2978-32655 
wreck, reef, night dives. Instruction, equipment. 

Complete watersports activities. 

RED SAIL SPORTS ARUBA 800 255-6425 
Aruba has the best Wreck Diving in the Caribbean! 

40’ dive boat. Two & one-tank, night dives, instruction. 

5 tank dive package $125. Hotel pick-up with package. 











Ura AR 


AURIGA BAY II-EXCLUSIVE ADVENTURE DIVING 800-443-0799 
Far Northern GBR/Coral Sea-10 divers in a/c cabins $1475-$2750. 
Family or small group charters available. Dive with the “Original 
Specialists.” E: abav@AdventureExpress.com fax 415 442-0289 
AUSTRALIA’S FINEST—THE REEF EXPLORER 800-443-0799 
Dive “off the Beaten Path”--Minke Whales/Coral Sea/ 

Far North GBR. 10 divers/4 crew. A/C cabins $1300-2995 
Owner operated. E: divd@AdventureExpress.com/415-442-0799 
#1 PACIFIC STAR. 800-247-3483 
Unique Coral Sea & Great Barrier Reef Fax 206-441-5431 
expeditions aboard the beautiful 62 foot catamaran. 

PACIFIC STAR. Regular departures. 

LEARN TO DIVE ** PRO DIVE CAIRNS 800 443-0799 
PADI 5 STAR CENTER. Full certif. courses from $320.00. 
Weekly classes/all equip AND 3 days/2 nights on live-aboard 
included! More!! fax 6170 519955/call 6170 315255 
EXOTIC DIVEADVENTURES -REEFEXPLORER 800-886-7321 
Australia’s Finest! Off the beaten track!! Far Northern GBR and 
Outer Coral Sea. For experienced divers & u/w photographers. 
Max 10 divers! 11 nt/12 days @$2993.00.pp/fax 415-258-9115 
TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA Aussie Direct 800-241-7690 
P.O. Box 6592, Cairns QLD 4870 Australia Fax 61 70-312739 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 


nts. Large Live-board TAKA II, A/C.“The Friendly Alternative” 


TUSA DIVE PH. 61-70-311248 — Ex Cairns, to the GBR. 
Day trips, nitrox & rebreather courses, custom live-aboard 
charters. Fax: 6170315221. tusa@c130.aone.net.au http:// 


www.abcaus.com/mail/tusa/index.htm 1-800-472-7234 ozdive 





BAHAMA DIVERS 
P.O. Box 5004, Nassau. PADI 5 Star. Walls, Blue Hole, Wrecks 
& Rsrt. courses. Referrals NASDS & NAUI. Author. dealer 


PH 809-393-5644; 1-800-398-DIVE 


Bahama Pro, Sherwood & Dacor. FAX 809/393-6078. 
BAHAMA ISLAND ADVENTURES 1-800-329-1337 
Bimini & Chub Cay — Great Diving, Great Islands, Great People!! 
3 days/2 nights = $349. Includes: Airfare, hotel, 3 dives/day. 
Free Breakfast & Lunch. Call for Brochure. Group Rates. 

BILL & NOWDLA KEEFE’S BIMINI 1-800-348-4644 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES. Dive the best of the BAHAMAS, 
w/Bill & Nowdla Keefe. Reefs, Wrecks & Walls. Superb Diving! 
Great Pkgs! PO Box 693515 Miami FL 33269Fax 305-652-9148 
CAPTAIN JOE’S LIVE-ABOARD DIVING 1-305-944-2992 
MIAMI Live-aboard Dive Boat Groups Only up to 10 wk trips 
Miami-Bimini-Freeport-Nassau wrecks-reefs-wall dives 

Capt. Joe 970 N.E 144 St., North Miami, FL 33131 

DIVE GUIDE INTERNATIONAL 

Your link to World Wide Dive Destinations. 

Dive charters, accommodations, live-aboards. 

800-786-5785 415-362-3443 http://www.diveguideint.com 
DIVERS DOWN, ABACO 800-327-1584 
Treasure Cay, Bahamas. Barrier Reef, Wreck, Catacombs. All 
levels instruction, rentals, magnificent 3.5 mile beach. 
Packages. Fax 305-525-1699 
DIVERS HAVEN PH 800-393-0869 
P.O. Box N-1658, Nassau, Bahamas, PADI 5 Star Facility. 
Private Instruction & Referrals. Daily Tours Hotel 

and Cruise Ship Shuttle. Fax 305-393-3695 
SEASCAPE INN 242-369-0342 
Mangrove Cay, Andros-Five Cabanas, restaurant 

and dive shop on the beach. Moments from the 

Andros Barrier Reef and the Tongue of the Ocean Wall 
VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (800) 383-6480 (809) 333-2309 
Box 1, Harbour Island Bahamas, 2 tank AM, 1 tank & snorkel 
PM. Reef, wreck, cavern, cave, famous current cut drift, 

night. All levels of instruction. Out island charm Big Isl. equip. 
XANADU UNDERSEA ADV, GRAND BAHAMA _ 1-800-327-8150 
Famous shark feed/reef/wreck/night dives. ONLY NITROX 
facility in Grand Bahama « Pkgs * E-maiL: xanadu@batelnet.bs. 
242-352-3811 fax 242-352-4731 






DIVE HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS AT SANDY LANE HOTEL 
Fauna & fun in one experience! Small groups, fully equip 32 
ft. boat, all PADI certs. PIRA member. Ph/Fax: 246-432-0931. 
Internet: www.GTI.Net/hightide.com/barbados/high.html 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542 
PADI 5 Star Facility Dive Svc. Certification. 

Specialties, Medic First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, 
Barbados, W.I. Fax: (246) 428-4674 
DIVE WEST SIDE SCUBACENTRE _ TEL/FAX 809-432-2558 
Rsrt courses, all levels of PAD! instruction, reef and wreck 
diving, group pkgs available, Holetown, St. James. 
http://www.gocarib.com/barbados/wssc 









AMIGOS DELMAR ~~ Ph 011501262706 FAX 501-26-2648 
First class service. P.O. Box 53 San Pedro Town Ambergris 
Caye Belize. PADI instruction, night & atoll dives, hotel & dive 
packages. Rentals. Experienced divemasters & instructors. 
BELIZE DIVE TOURS 800-938-0860 
Specializing in Belize Travel. One Call Does It All! 

Wild Adventures at Civilized Prices. 

Now featuring other destinations. 

BELIZE TRADEWINDS DIVE PACKAGE 800-451-7776 
PARADISE VILLAS condominiums on Ambergris Caye. 

1 & 2 Bedroom units on the ocean. Fantastic Diving! 
Discount Air available. Call for brochures 

BLUE MARLIN LODGE 800-688-0286 800-798-1558 
Full service dive/relaxation/fishing resort on top Barrier Reef. 
Inland Tours or customized package available on request. 
Motto: Eat, sleep, dive ’n you Better Belize It. 

CAPTAIN MORGAN’S RETREAT 800-447-2931 Fx 218-847-0334 
21 beachfront, thatch-roofed casitas, reshwater pool, sand- 
floored bar, PADI dive instructor, discount air. 

E-mail: information@captainmorgans.com 

CORAL BEACH 800-247-3483 Fax 206-441-5431 
Without a doubt the best value on Ambergris Caye. 
Accommodations, meals, diving, taxes and air from Belize 
City - only $750 weekly. That’s right - only $750 weekly. 

GAZ COOPER’S DIVE BELIZE 800-938-0860 
Book direct & save on hotels, diving, jungle tours. 

We live in Belize. For update on Specials and costomized 
packages please phone 800-938-0860 
KITTY'S PLACE PLACENCIA DIVE SHOP, - Placencia, Belize 
Small and casual beach resort. Scuba, snorkeling, fishing 
river and jungle tours. Camp on private French Louie Caye. 
Call: 501-62-3227 Fax: 501-62-3226 — email: kittys@btl.net 
MANTA RESORT—GLOVERS ATOLL 1-800-326-1724 
12 acre private island resort on southern most atoll. 

Virgin wall diving. Fantastic food. White sand-warm sea. 

Ph. 310-937-6468 Fax 310-937-6473 
ST. GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX www.teleport.com/~belize 
Intro-nitrox certs. Overwater cabanas. Top quality food & diving, 
instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. Belize: 501- 
212121 (e-mail: aw2trav2wbz@aol.com) 800-678-6871 
TURNEFFE FLATS 800-815-1304 
Quality, personalized diving from our private resort on the 
Turneffe Atoll — the Heart of Belize’s best diving. 

Please call for details. http://www.tflats.com 
TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE § 





800-874-0118 
100 world class dive sites on Turneffe Atoll. Cross over/ 
certification. Newly renovated private 10 acre full service 
resort with exquisite Caribbean cuisine. 


VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE 1-800-633-4734 


Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, Resort certs. Combine 
a dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call 
International Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. 


& 
s 


oe 


4-888-D0-A-DIVE PH 441-236-6339 


FANTASEA DIVING 
Darrell's Wharf Paget PG01 Centrally located. 
PADI 5 STAR Dive Center. 1 & 2 tank wreck & reef dives. PADI 


certification & referral. Fx 441-236-8926 
NAUTILUS DIVING PH 441-295-9485 FAX 441-234-5180 
Bermuda’s only two centrally located PAD! 5 Star Inst. Development 
Centers. Wreck & reef dives and continuing diver education daily, 
wrecks from the 16th century to early 1900s. Fax 441 295-1914 
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SCUBALOOK CALL (441) 293-7319 FX (441) 295-2421 
At Grotto Bay Beach Hotel, Hamilton Parish minutes from 
Marriott's Castle Harbour, 1&2 tank, reef, wreck, night & 
discover scuba dives. PADI certification, snorkeling. 





SUNSPORTS DIVECENTER  U.S./CANADA 800-525-3833 
Discover pristine reefs & uncrowded boats with Sunsports a 
PADI full service dive center located on Bequia. Afford- 

able pkgs avail. LANDFALL ADV TVL CA-510/794-1599 





BLACK DURGON INN/BONAIRE 


800-526-2370 
Box 200 Bonaire N.A Fax direct Al Catalflumo 01159978846 
A truly unique owner operated small resort/apartments. Excel. 
dive & snorkeling on the property. The reef is our Back Yard 


BON BINI DIVERS/LIGHTHOUSE BEACH RESORT 508-399-7363 


Beachfront 2 bdr 3 bath deluxe townhome, pool, A/C, cable, 
minutes from our PADI 5-star facility, inst, service, boats, 


shore, snorkel program. Complete pkgs (w auto) w/ call. 


HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES 011-599-7-8405 Fx 011-599 -7-8605 POB 
216 spacious clean quiet 1,2,3 a/c bdr bung cable TV full 
kthcn. Hot shower, pvt garden BBQ, afford rates, car rental & 


dive pkgs avail. Call Gary for brochure. 610-459-8100 ext 204. 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUMRESORT 1-800-288-4773 
Sand Dollar Dive & Photo complete photo facility. 
Oceanfront Condos—your home away from home. Come and 
enjoy Bonaire’s most unique diver friendly resort. 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR 011-599-7-8529 


Box 369, Bonaire, N. A. Unique diving experiences: photos, 
marine creatures, much more. http://touchthesea.com 
(Closed July thru October). 


Reservations recommended. 





FERNANDO DE NORONHA 
Bay of Dolphins, Caves. A Very Special Place, 
For Very Special Divers Wrecks, Sharks, Turtles, 


1-800-990-3839 





BLUE WATER DIVERS 

P.O. Box 846, Road Town, Tortola, B.V.I. 
Mike & Keith Royle—PADI Instructors. Dive tours, Intro 
courses, Rentals, Air fills, Rendezvous. FAX-809-494-0198 
PROMENADE CRUISE 800-526-5503; 809-494-3853 
Luxury sail yacht 2-12 guests, 1st class relaxation for divers 
companions-families. Great cuisine, fine wines all included. 
http://www.yachtpromenade.com 


809/494-2847 






_ a 
ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS - UNSPOILED CAYMAN BRAC! 
New, deluxe, 2 Bdr villas on secluded white sand beach. Top- 
rated dive shop. 7 night/5 day dive pkgs from $638 pp. Spec- 
tacular wall/shore diving. Fax 541-426-4863. 1-800-972-9795. 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME PH 203-866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm 2 bath prvt home $650/wk. 
Snki/dive off your own beach, also cottage $425/wk/ 
Fully furnished. Brac Aquatics dive pkg. avail. 
CAYMAN BRAC GETAWAY PH 970-226-5489 
Oceanfront fully equipped private homes for rent. 
$65 — $195/day dive, air, car pkg. avail w/Brac Aquatic. 
Reference. Fax 970-282-0969 http://AP-USA.com/getaway 
CAYMAN DIVING LODGE, EAST END, GRAND CAYMAN 
Best diving in the Cayman Islands! Exp. the Cayman of Yesterday! 
All-Inclusive 10 rm. dive lodge. No tourism! No crowds! 17 mi. of 
diving paradise. 800-TLC-DIVE. http://caymandivelodge.com 
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DIVE BRAC & LITTLE CAYMAN! SUNBURST 1-800-972-9795 
Budget to deluxe beachfront villas, condos & hotels. Discount 
dive pkgs. Fantastic wall, shore and wreck diving. #1 in Brac 
dive vacations since 1987. Fax 541-426-4863. 
DON FOSTERS DIVE CAYMAN 1-800-83-DIVER 
3 Superb shops on 7 Mile Beach Holiday Inn, Radisson and 
Royal Palms. Great packages, groups, photo, watertoys. Call 
for monthly specials Tel. 972-7222535 Fx 972-7226511 


Grand Cayman Beachfront Family Compound. 3 pvt. fully 


equipped A/C houses acc. 14/18 divers. Palms dock, reef, 
bonefish, paradise. From only $31/night/head special Red Sail 


Sport Dive package. Call for Brochure. 011 441 325469 719 


INDIES SUITES & INDIES DIVERS = 800-654-3130/345-945-5025 
Large suites w/full kitchen, dining area, living room. Includes 
cont. bfast. On site full service dive shop. Boats take 12 
persons max trips to both North & West Wall 

OCEAN FRONTIERS EAST END 800-544-6576 
Grand Cayman’s new frontier, pristine diving, small groups, 
new boat, free pick-ups. Advanced diving & photo. Secluded 


Beach Villas 1-7 bedrooms. http://www.oceanfrontiers.com 


PIRATES POINT RESORT, LTD. PH 345 948-1010 
Little Cayman, B.W.|. Best Wall Diving in the Caribbean. 
Gourmet dining. All inclusive packages. 


New dive boat/pool/spa. Direct booking FAX 345 948-1011 


QUABBIN DIVES ¢ GREAT PRICES ¢ INTIMATE SERVICE 


We're different! Absolutely no crowds. Beginner? Advanced? 
No problem-dive your way-spacious 50’ boat pkgs frm $199 


1-800-238-6712 Fax 1-954-351-9740 quabbin@netrunner.net 


RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN 

6 dive boats, 3 dive & watersports centers. 
Daily 2 & 1-tank dives, night dives. Courses available. 

Wide variety of hotel & condo. packages. 

BOB SOTO’S DIVING 1-800-BOB SOTO 
40th Anniversary Summer Dive Package. Guaranteed, Inc., 
Air. Optional Meals and Hurricane Protection at Treasure 
Island Only $499! Fax (345) 949-8731. E-mail: botsotos@candw.ky. 


800-255-6425 







DIVING IN HAINAN—SOUTH SEA INT’L OCEAN CLUB 

PADI facility, Scubapro equip, shore dives, boat dives, wreck dives 
all avail. here. We can handle your travel arrangement as well. Call 
our agent in Hong Kong. Tel: 852-28542722. Fax:852-28156168 


AQUAVENTURAS PADI FACILITY & ECOVENTURES 800-367-5960 
Small dive groups. U/W photo svc. E-6 proc. Whalessharks, 
turtles, rays, etc. Rainforest trips. Whitewater rafting, birding, 
active volcanos, wind surfing, w/air packages. 

BILL BEARDS DIVING SAFARIS 800-779-0055 
Since 1976. World class diving PADI Resort/ IANTD-NITROX 
7 day/6 nt/5 dive pkg. From $463 pp/dbl. US fax: 954-351-9740. 
E-mail: diving@sol.racsa.co.cr. | Ph/fax011-506-670-0012 
EL OCOTAL RESORT 800-247-3483 
Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Fax 206-441-5431 
Personalized service. Great diving. Experienced divemasters. 
Complete airfare/land/packages. 

EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS 1-800-525-3833 
Costa Rica’s premier dive resort Pacific Coast. Prolific 
pelagics, year-round diving. Info El Octoal Diving P.O. Box 
025216 Miami FL 33102-5216 Fax 506-670-0083 
COSTA RICA TIO SPORTS 800-246-6226 
Boat-dive Guanacaste area & at her places in Costa Rica. 
Sharks, mantas, sm gps. Also jungle/river tours avail. 
www.tiosports.com e-mail: go@tiosports.com fx 310-379-0876 





CARIBBEAN APPARTMENTS 
Stay in modern fully furn. apts in prime resort areas, nr top dive 
sites. 3, 4 & 7 nt pkgs. from $279, incl’s diving w/ Underwater 
Curacao rent. car, tax & svc chrgs, “meet & escort” airport svc. 











LIONS DIVE HOTEL & UNDERWATER CURACAO. 

Bapor Kibra 2/n tel. 599-9-618100 fax 539-9-618200. 
Full svc PADI 5* IDC Dive Center. entrance Nat. underwater 
park. 38’ 40’ dive boats, dive pkg./grp rates avail. Direct booking 
Princess Divers/Princess Beach800/9dancer or 800/3273286 
Princess Divers, on the ground of Crowne Plaza Princess 
Beach Resort & Casino, is a PADI 5-Star Peter Hughes Facility. 
Dive pkg. & instruction video, photo & more. 


PUBLIC 


Ph 809-221-2262 Fx 809-686-0165 
Full service PADI dive center with multi-lingual staff, 

located in beautiful Punta Cana Beach Resort. 

“Barrier” reef is only 5 min. away all inclusive avail. 

SAMANA DIVING, “El Portillo Beach Resort.” Best diving of the 
island 4 days 3 nights pkg from U.S. $487.00 p/p all inclusive 
ask for brochure and information Tel: (809) 240-6100. Prieto 
Tours EPS A-204 7801 N.W. 37th. St. Miami, FL 33166-6559 
TREASURE DIVERS FAX/TEL 1-809-523-4819/5320 
South: Don Juan B. R., Boca Chica—Caves, Wrecks 

West: Rivera Beach R., Barahona—Sharks, Rays 

Overnight Diving Safari and sailing—diving excursions 


PUNTA CANA DIVE CENTER 


800 443-0799 
Fiji's best for less-enjoy virgin reefs fr $120 p/p per day. 

E-6 lab/Bure accom/grp rates/up to 4 dives p/d. Great 
Snorkeling! _£: divd@AdventureExpress.com415 442-0799 
DIVE TAVEUNI RESORT 800-247-3483 
World-class topside and underwater. Fax 206-441-5431 
Dive world renowned Somosomo Straits. 

Complete air/land/dive packages. 

MARLIN BAY RESORT U.S./Canada 800-525-3833 
Luxury styled resort on BEQA LAGOON. Excel. accom., 

grt. food, friendly staff, and legendary Fiji diving. Complete 
indiv/grp pkgs. LANDFALL ADV. TRVL. CA. 510-794-1599 
NUKUBATI ISLAND AND THE GREAT SEA REEF 

Enjoy pristine diving on the worlds largest unexplored reef 
with the pleasures of a private island resort. Member small 
luxury hotels of the world. Fax 011 679-813914 
VATULELE ISLAND RESORT 800-828-9146 
16 luxury beachfront villas. Enjoy gourmet cuisine and pristine 
diving conditions. Only Five Star Resort with PADI facility 
instruction member relais chateaux http://www.vatulele. com 








AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive 
boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! 

Free video available.  ph/303-494-8384 fax/303-494-1202 
GALAPAGOS—You, 9 other divers and our licensed naturalist 
will live aboard yacht to explore more islands than any other 
Galapagos expedition. FREE BROCHURE (510) 420-1550 
Inca Floats, Inc. 1311D 63rd St., Emeryville, CA 94608 
GALAPAGOS’ FINEST “MISTRAL” 800-247-2925 
Best itin. from 8 to 21 days. Expert guiding, safety, exper., 
personalized svc. For charters or individuals land extensions 
available. Quasar Nautica/Tumbaco Fax (305) 592-7060 
LAMMER LAW—95 ft. TrimarineUS/CANADA 800-525-3833 
Experience unique u/w and topside wildlife encounters aboard 
this elegant diver dedicated live-aboard. 


LANDFALL ADVENTURE TRAVEL CA. 510-794-1599. 






CALYPSO DIVING CENTRE, AGIOS GORDIS BEACH 661/53101 
Marasli Street 24 Corfu, Greece. Ideal for families, FAX 661/53369 
singles or Irg parties. Half board accom. FAX 661/34 
Excellent diving for novices & expert. PADI dvg school 











SCUBA EXPRESS 809-444-2133TRUE BLUE INN 809-444-2000 
Dive the Caribbean’s largest shipwreck the “Blanca C”. 

PADI approved resort & dive operation. Certifications. 

1 & 2 bedroom self-contained apts. & cottages on waterfront. 
LaSOURCE Ph 800-549-3483 Fax 305-672-5861 
Luxury all-inclusive beach resort with massages, facials etc. 
PADI certificate $400-over 25 sites, Bianca C, night dives, 
all-included for certified divers. 
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CAPT. NEMO’S SCUBA SHACK-MAUI 800-367-8088 
3 locations: Lahaina, Kihei, Wailea scubask@aol.com 
PADI 5 Star nitrox & rebreather training, photo dept Maui’s 
newest/fastest fleet — Call for FREE BROCHURES 
DAN’S DIVE SHOP-PADI 5 STAR 1-800-527-6377 
660 Ala Moana Blvd. Honolulu, HI. 96813 1-808-536-6181 
Dive “YO257” Wreck, Rainbow Reef, etc. Call for free Info. 
Retail, Rental, Air & Repair. Best Service & Best Prices. 
DIVE MAKAI CHARTERS 808/329-2025 
P.O. Box 2955, Kailua-Kona, HI 96745. Private PADI Instruction. 
Diving with a difference—we care! Write to Tom & Lisa. 
Rated Kona’s best every year since ‘76 by Undercurrent. 
DIVE MAUI PH 808-667-2080 
900 Front St., Lahaina HI 96761. Outer island tours. Walls, caverns, 
sea turtles, pinnacles, reefs! PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS, EANX 
training. Great dives great prices! offshore@maui.net 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES _ 1-800-635-1273 
P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 808-879-3584 
Visit on the WEB: http://www.maui.net/~robinson/erda.html or 
robinson@maui.net. Call for a FREE comprehensive info. pkg. 
ECO-ADVENTURES Kona Hawaii800-949-3483/FX 808-329-7091 
Two spacious vessles. Small groups. Fun 2 tank charters. 
Manta, Blue water & Long Range dives. PADI 5 Star IDC & 
ANDI Nitrox. Air/Room/Car/Dive. ecodive@bigisland.com 
FLIPPERS SCUBA xk www.ecstasea.com 
* Experts at two of the “World Top 12 Shore Dives.” * 
+ Small Groups Only * Always the Best Dives %* 
*& & & 800/578-3992 % 808/638-7946 * Fax 808/637-8667 * 
HAWAIIAN DIVERS 1-800-525-7234 1-808-329-5662/329-2243 
Fun charters manta, night dives, referrals/instruction/tech room/ 
car pkgs. Great dives, best prices/small group charters. E-mail: 
hawdiver@hawaiian-divers.com PADI/SSI/IANTD/NITROX 
JACK’S DIVING LOCKER 1-800-345-4807/1-808-329-7585 
75-5819 Alii Dr., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 Retail, Rentals, fun crew; 
2 boats; night mantas; non-scary intro dives. Photo/video; 
SSI/NAUI/PAD | & & & & & www. ilhawaii.net/~dive 
KONA COAST DIVERS Professionalism since 1967 
http://(www.konacoastdivers.com NAUl*SSl*PADI 5 * IDC 
E-mail: divekona@ilhawaii.net One stop facility/Boat 
800/562-3483 ¢ 808/329-8802 Fax 808/329-5741 
LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. 1-800-998-3483 
Explore Maui, Molokini & Lanai daily on our new 48’ jet boats. One 
stop facility for charters, rentals, retail & training (PADI 5, 
SSI, NAUI) at 143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui (lahainadivers.com) 
MANTA RAY DIVES OF HAWAII, INC 1-800-98MANTA 
24 hr. resv. Scuba tours, certification, equipment rentals, 
Sportfishing charters, snorkel tours. Come stay with us at the 
Kona Surf Resort & Country Club on 550 acres of Kona. 
MAUI DIVE SHOP—Kihei, Lahaina, Kahului (800) 542-3483 
P.O. Box 1018, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753, FAX 808/871-5149 
Maui’s Largest dvg retailer, 9 isl locations, Dly Boat 
charters, scuba lessons, rentals, PADI 5 Star Facility. 
RED SAIL SPORTS HAWAII 800 255-6425 
Explore lava tunnels, caves & tubes 
38’ dive boat. Two & one-tank dives, night dives. 
Instruction from beginner to expert. 
MIKE SEVERNS DIVING (808) 879-6596 
P.O. BOX 627, Kihei, Maui, Hi 96753. severns@aloha.net 
Relaxed, personal, informative diving for cert. divers & photo- 
graphers. Guided by Hawaii biologist or naturalist. 


SANDWICH ISLE DIVERS 75-5729 Alii Dr., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
Dly boat chtrs, 6 divers max, 20 yrs. Kona night dives & more! 
Full retail shop rentals repairs classes PADI/NAUI/YMCA more. 


Info@8083299188/Fx 3265652. E-mail: sandive@aloha.net 


SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS PADI-5 STAR 808-922-0852 
Dive the MAHI shipwreck Makaha, caverns and more with 

Oahu’s Wreck and Cavern Specialists serving OAHU since 1962. 
2155 Kalakaua Ave #112 Honolulu HI 96815 Fax 808-922-0853 


WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER 808/955-5151 Fax 808/955-6766 


1734 Kalakaua Ave. Hon. HI 96826 
PADI 5 STAR & NAUI Certification courses 3 days. 
Daily 
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BAY ISLANDS 


CASA DE LA PLAYA SANDY BAYROATAN. 

Private houses by the sea. 2 bed. Maid/mdrn fac. Dis. dive pkgs. 
Scuba/snork in Marine Reserve. 4/$800 wk. Brochure. U.S. 800- 
335-4806 Roatan tel/fax 414 582-4806. Dorothy Reid, prop. 
CASA SOBRE EL MAR (HOME OVER THE SEA) GUANAJA 
Small resort, over a coral reef, 85 ft. deep off dock. Lrg guestrms 
each w/bath & hot water. $595 p/p for 7 dy & 7 nt. Incl. all meals, 
boat, guide, tanks & air. 22 years in business. 800-869-7295 


END OF THE WORLD RESORT, Guanaja. Own a piece of heaven! 


Private lots & cabana shares in a luxury dive resort. 

Also full vacation pkgs: Wall, wreck & gorgeous reefs. 

Ph: 305-292-1993 Fx: 305-292-2127 http://www.guanaja.com 
NAUTILUS DIVE RESORT/GUANAJA 800-566-6143 
World class diving in a beautiful private plantation resort. 6 room/ 
6 baths, some with AC, full service, custom dive boat full dive 
shop. PADI instructions, packages start at $611 USD/wk 

OAK BAY RESORT/ROATAN Phone 011-504-45-2337 
Beachfront apartment, 6 boat dives, unlimited shore dives, 
free advanced open water or rescue course. 5 nts $395pp, 
7nts $425pp. Call direct and save $$$$, airport pick up. 
OCEANDIVERS ROATAN oceandivers@globalinet.hn 
Beach front resort in westend PADI small groups. Adventure 
diving on super fast ocean explorer. 7 nts $460. Look us up at 
http://www. roatonet.com/sunset-inn 504-451005 
CAYOS COCHINOS-PLANTATION BEACH RESORT 800-628-3723 
Smithsonian Biological Reserve - Maximum 20 divers 

The Best Little Dive Resort in the Western Caribbean 
Phone/Fax: 504-42-0974 - E-mail: hkinett@hondutel.hn 

REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATANFX 210-733-7889 800-328-8897 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 
2 boat & shore diving daily, 1 nt. dv p/week $725 MAYAN 
RUINS, adventure & sightseeing tours on Mainland. 


ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 


P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 33576 800/282-8932. 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and Fishing available. 
Beach House rentals, Mayan ruins and more. 

PADI IDC/IEs UTILA ISLAND DIVER’S DEPOT 
EK and Sally Sowell teach IDCs before Utila IEs. We can 
arrange Advanced Open Water through Divemaster before 
IDC. Ph: (011) 409-564-3483 Fax: (011) 409-564-4704 
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DIVE DERAWAN-INDONESIAN BORNEO 


800-443-0799 
Dive with mantas/turtles in pristine Sangalaki/Derawan/Kakaban 
islands off Indonesia's Borneo. Week packages from $1130. 

Packages avail w/ air from US fax 415 442-0289 ph 415-442-0799 


NUSANTARA DIVING CENTRE, NORTH SULAWESI, MANADO, 


P.O. Box 1015 Tip. +62-431-863988, 860638. Fax +62-431 - 
860368, 854668. custom dive tours and courses on remote dive 
spots. Great wall, wrecks & nite dive. Good lodge and meals 
SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS. Manado Sulawesi Fax 66 76 340 586 
Live-aboard/Technical Dive specialists of Phuket. Offer great 
diving on M/Y Crescent in Sangihe-Taluad Islands. 
seadiver@loxinfo.co.th W.aSian-diver.com/sea-divers. 











JAMAQUASCUBACENTRE _ Tel: 809-973-4845/Fax 48 
Small groups, personalized service, w/resort hotels, Runaway 
Bay & Montego Bay. http://www. infochan.com/jamaqua 
E-mail: jamaqua@infochan.com 

NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE PH/Fax 809 957-4425 
P.O. Box #49, Negril Jamaica. PAD! Dive Shop. Beg. lessons 
dive pkg cert. Video camera rental, night dive specialists 3 
dives daily with qualified instructors and guides.800 818-2963 
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Ho0 INTERNATIONAL DIVE COLLEGE & RESORT8155-827-1868 
Japan’s finest dive resort & training facility. Oceanfront 
villa/42’ custom dive boat. Training & worldwide placement of 
Japanese instructors. USA owned & operated. 
MAXDIVE, JAPAN 8152-211-1772 FAX 8152-201-3940 
2-18-34, Nishiki, Naka-Ku, Nagoya, 460, Japan. 
30 years of safety and quality divings. Instructions in big 
training pool. Sales, tours with care. U/W photo. 





ADVENTURE DIVING WITH BORNEO DIVERS 

Dive fantastic Sipadan Island. Beach hut accom. Grp spec./in- 
div. pkgs from $2665 p/p incl air from W. Coast/accom./diving. 
10 day pkg. _e: divd@AdventureExpress.com 800 443-0799 
ABDILLAH SIPADAN PARADISE Fax: 6088-233562, 235055 
Dive & stay at Sipadan daily 3 boat dives, unlimited wall dives. 
Open 365 ¢ opt: eco/advent. Tour Borneo. P.O. Box 12248, 88825 
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia. E-mail:jworld@po.jaring.my 
BORNEO DIVERS 800-247-3483 
Nobody knows Borneo better. fax 206-441-5431 
Contact our US rep for complete 

air/land/dive packages. 

PULAU SIPADAN RESORT on Sipadan Island. 6089-765200 
Fax: 6089763575. P.O. Box 61120, 91021 Tawau Sabah, 
Malaysia world renowned wall dives just front resort. Daily 3 
boat dives/unltd. wall dives. Sundeck looking sunset. Open 365 
SIPADAN & SANGALAKI IS BORNEO DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Borneo’s best diving destinations! Back again! Special rates 
until Dec 96! Call for details! Great land extensions in Borneo! 
Dive Discovery CA 415/256-8890 fax 415/258-9115 


ADVENTURE MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD “MADIVARU” 800 443-0799 
HIGH VOLTAGE diving in A/C comfort on 100’ Madivaru 8 dbl 
cabins w/head. 13 nt pkgs incl air from LA $4195. Boat 

only $280 p/nt. 

#1 MALDIVE LIVE-ABOARD 
80 ft. MANTHIRI ... Don’t settle for less 
Pvt cabins with bath. Full A/C. Fantastic! 


E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 
800-247-3483 
Fax 206-441-5431 





BAJA EXPEDITIONS-SEA OF CORTEZ 800-843-6967 
LA PAZ live-aboard and day dive hotel packages. 

Experienced crews and professional service since 1974. 

Fax: 619-581-6542 or E-mail: travel@bajaex.com 

BAJA TIO SPORTS 800-246-6226 
5 PADI/SSI stores in Los Cabos and other locations, fast boats, 
sm grps, top equip, contact us for packages. www.tiosports.com 
e-mail go@tiosports.com fax 310-379-0896 
EAST CAPE EXPEDITIONS-SEA OF CORTEZ 888-DIVE-BAJA 
Dive in pristine conditions, custom boat, 2 meals a day, 
beautiful accommodations, week long trips #625 CALL NOW 
Adventure Awaits! fax 707-569-8148 www.divebaja.com 
CABO ACUADEPORTES Tel/Fax 011-52-114-30117 
PADI 5-Star/NAUI Pro/SS!/Since 1984. Complete 
watersports centers. 2 exclusive beachfront shop. 

Home page: http://www.sierra-computers.com/~cabo 
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CABO SAN LUCAS VILLAS, CONDOS, DIVE PACKAGES 

Dive Socorro Island, Gorda Banks, Cabo Pulmo & More!! Full 
Service Dive Facilities, Live-Aboard Charters. 
1-800-745-2226 www.cabovillas.com 

All inclusive live-aboard adventures on 88 ft Canadian 
diveboat Copper Sky. Exotic Sea of Cortez & Socorro Manta. 
Expeditions! Wholesale rates to Diveclubs & Travel Trade. 
Fax 604-596-7703 or email: copprsky@direct.ca 

SEA OF CORTEZ /LA PAZ 800-999-BAJA 
La Concha Beach Resort & Condominiums. Every room, suite 
& condo has an ocean view. Manta rays, whales, & whale 
sharks. Di ailable. Free brochure. 








AQUA WO! PH 52 98 852288 
Cancun’s only PADI 5 Star IDC Dive Center. 
Resort & 2 tank dives, night dives, PADI certifications. 

E-mail: aquaworld@www.interacces.com.mx 
COZUMEL/AKUMAL BEACHFRONT HOME/DIVE PACKAGES 
Fast, flexible trips with pickup at your vacation home. Multi dive 
discounts. 1-11 BR homes. 800/833-5971 FAX 561/488-9385 
BLUE BUBBLE DIVER http://wwte.com/cozumel.htm 
AQUAWORLD COZUMEL 1-888-2669888 
The most dynamic diving operation in Cozumel!! Diver-friendly 
fast boats, nautic boutique, equipment sale, customized group rates, 
network dive Cancun-Cozumel aqwssc@cozumel.czm.com.mx 
DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL THE BEST THERE IS! 
The best in personalized service. For a (800) 308-5125 
wealth of free info./reservations callor | Fax 206-441-5431 
write 111-2nd North, Seattle, WA 98109. 011-52-987-21007 
COZUMEL - VACATION HOMES -DIVE W/FELIPE QUINONES 
Dive boat pickup at your private villaon the beach. Custom 
diving, food/cook pkgs, cars, 1-11 Bdrm Villas 

800-484-9014 Ext. 7070 Fax 918-742-3353 
DIVING ADVENTURES/COZUMEL 1-888-338-0388 
Specializing in Personal Service, Fast Boats and Small Groups 
w/safety. All Boats well equipped, Multi Dive discounts. All 
Levels of Scuba Instr. Home & Condos available. 

COZUMEL DIVE GETAWAYS 800-346-9470 
Dive on the Careyitos and stay at new 2 bdrm apts & 3-5 bdrm 
villas w/full kitchen, maid, A/C sleeps 1-10, pool, 

Spa, rinse tank. E-mail cdg@cozumel.czm.com.mx 

COZUMEL VILLAS/DIVE PALANCAR 1-800-251-9649 
Absolutely charming 1-3 bedroom town & beach villas. 
Pool, maid, from $300/week 

Dive trips with Dive Palancar available. 

HOTEL FLAMINGO * COZUMEL 800-806-1601 
Old Mexico charm, Inc., cont. Breakfast, trop. courtyard hotel/ 
dive packages from $225 for 4 nights/3 days dive. Fax: 954- 
351-9740 or www.hotelflamingo.com/fax 954-351-9740 
COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS1-800-291-2715 
!Your mini-hacienda from $400/wk! Eight homes w/pool & 
gardens. Maid, AC, gear room. Resident mgr. custom dive 
specialists. Group discounts. Fx 210-896-3588 US owners 
GRAND CLUB 1-800-504-0552 DIVE COZUMEL, CANCUN, PITO 
Adventuras Akumal. Reservations & info on dive-only or hotel/ 
dive/food & beverage/air packs at Crown Princess. 

Sol Caribe Cozumel 713-978-6988 Fax 978-6364 
COZUMEL LA PERLA BEACH AND DIVE RESORT1-800-852-6404 
A/C dbl room, balcony above the ocean. Fax 011-52-987- 
20819. A 5 pool private beach & pier. Ph 011 52-987-20188. 
Terrific snorkeling off of your door, 6 passsenger, fast boat. 
PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL CALL/FAX 1-800-588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive & 





FAX 52 98 852299 


jeep rental pkgs. Washington, DC area call/fax 301-588-4829 


COZUMEL/SCUBA-DU5298720322 ext 4109 fax 5298724130 
The best in customized service. 5 custom fully equipped 
dive boats. PADI/NAUI Dive Center. Bilingual divemasters All 
levels of scuba instr. Hotel dive pkgs. 
SCUBA CANCUN (98) 831011 & PH/FAX 842336 EVE. 
First PADI 5 Star Dive Center in Cancun. CMAS, NASDS, tours. 
Courses referrals. Excomm DVR Military & Police DV instr mgr. 
A0+yrs dv exp. MexCanadian Box 517 Cancun Q Roo 77500. 
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BIKINI ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLANDS 800-U-GO-DIVE 
Finally open after 40 years, the best in the pacific: 

Aircraft Carrier Saratoga, Japanese Battleship Nagato, 

Cen Pac DiveExp Fax 714-851-3111 or ph: 692-625-3250 
FAMED FISH N’ FINS 800-247-3483 
Divers and the Palau Marina FAX 206-441-5431 
Hotel. Micronesia’s only true WA 206-441-3483 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 


KOSRAE NAUTILUS RESORTPH. 691-370-3567 FX 691-370-3568 


Enjoy peace & tranquillity. Dive Kosrae, “Jewel of Micronesia” 
Virgin walls & drop-offs to explore. Custom boat with full 
shade cover. Visit ancient ruins, WWII caves, waterfalls. 
MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL & YAP DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Rarely visited dive sites offering magical 

walls caverns & channels! Mantas, eagle rays, sharks, 


lionfish, cuttlefish & more! Intact culture! Speci. 5 nt pkgs. 


SPLASH 800-247-3483 Fax: 011-680-488-1741 
http://www.divepalau.com E-mail: splash@belau.com 
Palau’s PADI 5x dive center & Nikonos photo/video center. 
Located at the Palau Pacific Resort 

MICRONESIA, MICRONESIA, MICRONESIA 

from the outer atolls to the state captials & back home to Truk 
Lagoon’s “Shipwreck City,” only the S.S. Thorfinn gives you all 
thisandmore. Fax 691-330-4253. e-mail Seaward@mail.fm 
TRUK STOPHOTEL PH691 330-4232 FAX 691 330-2286 
23 rooms, Restaurant, Bar. Private dock. Located on the 
water, less than a mile from the airport, within easy walking 
distance of major stores and dive shops. 





ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDIRESORT 800-443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. AFFORDABLE PNG 
from $265p/p p/dive. Res/info FAX 415 442-0289 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON72'MVFEBRINA 800/443-0799 
5, 7 or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $300 per person/ 
per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving with luxury accommodations. Fax 415 442 0289 


AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 


Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 
for information packages including free video 
PH/303 494-8384 or FAX 303-494-1202 
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INANURAN BEACH RESORT Ph/fax 63-912-501 -9736 
YOUR PRIVATE ISLAND IN A ROMANTIC PARADISE ...... First Class 
accommodations and restaurant. 7 nights full board, 6 days 
Scuba Diving and transfers: US$ 960 p/p all included. 


M/Y NAUTIKA 100’ A/C DIVE BOAT 5-7 DAYS1-800-359-0747 


Dive the best reefs in Philippines Sulu Sea. Cebu, Apo. 
Ph: (632) 7135648 to 49 Fax: (632) 614230 44 Brixton Hill. 
e-mail: nautika@mnl.sequel.net.Sta.Mesa.Manila 


WHITETIP DIVERS PH (632) 526-0433 FAX (632) 522-1165 


Dive the best of the Philippines. We do it all. 
Joncor II Bldg unit 206, 1362 A. Mabini, Ermita. MM Phil 
http://umall.com/whitetip/ 


whitetip@mnl.sequel.net 






787-729-2929 FX 787-723-6770 
Radisson Normandie Hotel, PO Box 2470, San Juan, 00902- 
2470. Best little critter reef dvg & watersports, NAUI & PADI instr. 


Recipients NAUI Pro Facility Award. 23 years experience. 


CORAL HEAD DIVERS, NAUI PRO FAC. 1 800/635-4529 
Box 10246, Humacao, P.R. 00792 809/850-7208 Puerto 
Rico's SCUBA at its VERY BEST! DAILY BOAT DIVES. 

Over 24 sites within 20 minutes from our dock. 





AQUA SPORT RED SEA PH 97276334404 FX 97276333771 
PADI 5% Diving courses at all levels. 35 years in the Red 
Sea. Fast dive boats/live-aboard/shore diving/Sinai Safaris 

3 great locations Eilat, Taba Hilton, Nuweiba Hilton Egypt 
M/Y FORTUNE 

Sailing from Hurghada every Saturday one week live-aboard 
Northern Route $1400. Southern Route $1750. 

Call 1-800-809-0305 
M/Y FORTUNAI & Il 800-247-3483 
Luxury live-aboards for (Fax) 206-441-5431 
12 and 16 guests. Only $1225 

Weekly 7 night departures. Why pay more? 

GHAZALA FLEET 800-247-3483 
Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai 
Divers. Diving both the northern and southern Egyptian Red Sea. 
25 yrs. experience. Fax 206-441-5431 WA 206-441-3483 
INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAYS DIVE CTR 

Daily dive Sharm & Hurghada from $52.00 2 dives per day Hotels 
avail from $30 p.p.p.o. Live-aboard from $150 p.p.p.d. Int'l flights 
at 30% off published rate. Call Today 1-800-980-8889 

RAERIS | 98’ SUPERIOR LIVE-ABOARD 800-854-9334 
Fm Sharm El Shiekh, Dive Vessel Reputed Best by SDM. 
Whole Boat Charters or group booking with minimum of 8. 
Egypt Land Tours-Discount Airfares. FAX 714-644-5329 
RED SEA SPORTS CLUB, EILAT ISRAEL Tel. 972-7-6376569 
All levels of PADI Courses, shore diving wkly Sinai Dive Safari. 
Daily boat dive to Coral Island. Egypt live-aboard diving the 
“Poolster.” Hotel & diving special offers. Fax 972-7-6370655 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 140’ SEA SURVEYOR800-443-0799 
Dive the SUDAN/ERITERA/YEMEN Apr-Nov 10-14 day sched 
trips from $2300. Groups chtrs avail. Fax 415-442-0289, 415- 
442-0799. E-mail: adventure@AdventureExpress.com 

#1 SINAI DIVE CLUB AT FAYROUZ HILTON HOTEL 

Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt. The choice for U.S. dvs. 1st class sve. Live- 
aboard Angelina II and land-based diving arrangements pkgs. 
011/20-62-600138-140, Fax 62-601040, 1-800 443-0799 
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CAPTAIN’S QUARTER HOTEL 

Romantic Victorian Inn. Great Pinnacle. Wall, 
reef diving. Package rates w/all dive shops incl. 

Full breakfast & box lunch. http://saba-online.com 
DIVE SABA-SABA DIVERS 1-800-883-SABA 
713-467-8835 or Fax 713-461-6044 

One stop shop for individual, group/charter diving. Air, rates 
available. to St. Eustatius 

JULIANAS 800-328-5285 INSABA 011-599-4-62269 
10 guestrooms & Flossie’s Cottage nestled into a garden 
setting overlooking the ocean. All rooms have balconies, pool 
and Tropics restaurant on site. Dive packages available. 
QUEEN’S GARDENS RESORT 800-599-9407 
Grand opening January 1997 small elegant hotel. 

12 fully equipped suites private jacuzzies pool bar rest. 
Breathtaking view exquisite tropical setting 

SEA SABA DIVE CENTERPh:011-599-46-2246 FAX/599-46-2362 


800-883-SABA 


Http://www.3routes.com/scuba/seasaba.html or 800-883- 
SABA. Full service PADI/SSI facility; no crowds on our 38’ 
boats. Combine affordable pkgs w/best variety of dive sites. 
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FANTASEA II - 115 FT LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD 
Fantasea Cruises 2019 Westgate Ave. LA, CA 90025 
Tel: (800) 390-DIVE Fax:(310) 571-7154. www.fantasea.com. 
The only live-aboard to the incredible Aldabra Atoll. 
eat PARE PR 








#1 LIVE-ABOARD BILIKIKI 800-247-3483 
Dive the best of the Solomons in 120 feet ofFax 206-441-5431 
comfort. Scheduled 7-14 day departures. 206-441-3483 


Discounted airfare. Contact U.S. Reps direct. 

DIVE GIZO 1-800-443-0799 FAX 415-442-0289 
Dive 3 WWII fighter planes/intact 450’ Japanese wreck, also 
SUPERB coral & tropicals at Grand Central Station-from $140 
pp/pd BEST & most diverse Solomon Land based diving. 


ADVENTURE DIVING AT UEPI ISLAND RESORT 800-443-0799 


Dive famous Marovo Lagoon & enjoy your very own Tropical Paradise. 
Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from $190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji 
or Solomons. E: divi@AdventureExpress.com 415-442-0799 





KENNETH’S DIVE CENTRE 


869 465-2670 
P.O. Box 826 Basseterre St. Kitts. Ph/fax 869-465-1950 
Explore St. Kitts & dive its virgin reefs & shipwrecks. PADI 
cert. 3 custom dive boats - Personal service our speciality 





ANSE CHASTANET HOTEL SCUBA ST. LUCIA 758/459-7000 
P.O. Box 7000, Soufriere, PADI 5-Star, Fax 758 459-7700 
Beach/Boat/Wall/Night Divg., Dive Pkgs, 800 328-5285 
Accom., 2 Bars/Rest., Comp., Snork., Winds., Sailing, Tennis 
LeSPORT PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Dive vacation with a difference -FREE DIVING plus facial 
massages, Seaweed wraps, meals, drinks, taxes & gratuities. 
PADI certificate $400. Call for info & reservations. 
RENDEZVOUS PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Couples only all-inclusive beach resort - INTIMATE & 
ELEGANT. Resort course & diving included, PADI certificate 
from $400. Call for info & reservations. 







OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVECENTER = PHO11599-545252 FX 44357 
Simpson Bay Beach - St. Maarten Netherlands Antilles. PADI 
& NAUI certified & referrals, daily boat dives & lessons. 30 
years exper. small groups. Reefs & wrecks. Full retail store. 
TRADEWINDS DIVE CENTER 0115995 75176 
PADI & SSI Facility. 5 minutes Fax 011 599 5 23605 
from cruise ships. Daily boat dives located at Great Bay Marina 
dock. Behind Chesterfields Restaurant in Philipsburg 





ARCHIPELS ADVENTURE DIVE CRUISES 800-443-0799 
Dive cruises for individuals or full boat charters in Rangiroa or 
Marquesas. 60’ a/c catamaran sleeps 8. Gourmet French cuisine 
from $2450 7 night trip. E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 







FANTASEA DIVERS, PHUKET www.fantasea.net 
Thailand’s top rated live-aboard: MV FANTASEA to Similan Isl. 
PADI Courses & Daydives. E-mail: info@fantasea.net. Ph. +7767 
340088 fax 340309. USA Rep 800-443-0799 Fax: 415-442-0289 


LIVE-ABOARD MV ANDAMAN SEAFARER (A/C)FX: 66 76 381 219 


5 Day dive cruises to Similan/Surin or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Cert. Day dives: Shark Point, Racha, Phi-Phi 
PIDC Divers 1/10 Viset Road (Chalong Bay) PHUKET 83130 







MAN FRIDAY DIVING, Charlotteville Tobago, W.!. 809-660- 
4676 World class PADI diving small groups of 6. 40+ virgin 
sites, walls, drifts, pinnacles, Mantas and much more. 

USA TOLL FREE call Pan Caribe Tours 800-525-6896 

















PHONE 809-946-1408 
Pristine diving on spectacular wall minutes off Grand Turk. 
PADI/NAUI, photo services. Choice of A/C beachfront 
accommodations. Pool/tennis/fitness ctr./kitchens avail. 


DIVE GRAND TURK! 


FLAMINGO DIVERS 1-800-204-9282 PH/FAX 809-946-4193 


Fabulous secret of the Caribbean - West Caicos - French Cay - N.W. 
Point. Small Groups - Fast Comfortable Boats Friendly Experienced 
& Informative Staff. E-mail: flamingo@caribsurf.com 

OASIS DIVERS - GRAND TURK 1-800-892-3995 
We spoil you with unbeatable service and unbelievable diving 
on the spectacular walls of the Caribbean. 

PADI inst, photo, night dives, snorkeling, personal attn. 


ART PICKERING’S PROVO TURTLE DIVERS 800-833-1341 


Top rated dive operation established 1970, 3 fast boats, hotel pakgs, 
dive training and private charters avail. Ph 809-941-5296 
Fax 941-5296 E-mail: proturti@caribsurf.com 


TURTLE INN DIVERS (800) 359-3483 FAX (815) 623-6574 


Enjoy the beautiful waters of Providenciales. Come dive or 
snorkel on our 45’ custom built catamaran equipped with 4 
fresh water showers and marine head on board. 


SLANDS 


809-773-3307 800-235-9047 
P.O. Box 4254, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00822 

First PADI 5 Star IDC Center - Resort to Instructor training 
Boat dives, walls, wrecks and world famous fish feed.!!! 


DIVE EXPERIENCE 


DIVE IN! at Sapphire Beach Resort & Marina809/775-6100 X2144 


P.O. Box 5664, St. Thomas, USVI 00803 1-800-524-2090 
PADt Dive Center located at deluxe beachfront resort 
Custom dive boat. Friendly, professional staff. 


LOW KEY WATERSPORTS = Ph/Fax: SHOP-809/693-8999 


P.O. Box 716 St. John USVI 00831 800/835-7718 
PADI 5 Star IDC Center, certification, & referrals. Diving for 
beginners thru experts. Small groups, Personal attention. 


SEA TRADE LTD/SEA HORSE 11809/774-2001 Fx 809-777-9600 


505 Crown Bay Marina,St. Thomas 00802 Cruise ship pickup. 
Reef/Wreck, Full Gear Guided Tours, PADI Cert., Sales, 
Service, Repairs, Air. E-mail: DIVE USVI@aol.com 

ST. THOMAS DIVING CLUB 1-800-LETS DIV/538-7348 
A PADI 5 Star IDC Center. Reef dives, wreck dives, most ten 
minutes from our private dock. Full day trips to RMS Rhone 
special discounts for dive/training packages. 

UNDERWATER SAFARIS (809) 774-1350 
P.O. Box 8469, St. Thomas, U.S.V.1. 00801. PADI 5 Star Daily 
Boat Dives, Rentals. Next to Cruise Ship Dock at Ramada 
Yacht Haven Marina and Frenchman’s Reef Hotel. 


ADV WRECK DIVING IN SANTO/AQUAMARINE 800-443-0799 
Dive the incredible 654’ SS Pres Coolidge. Visit custom villages, great 
svc/food/diving & VALUE. 7 nt pkgs fr$895. Grps welcome. Combine w/Fiji 
or Solomons. E: divi@AdventureExpress.com 415-442-0799 


800-247-3483 
Caribbean’s most action packed Fax 206-441-5431 
diving aboard the 85 ft. live-aboard 206-441-3483 
ANTARES III. 6 cabins w/pvt. baths. Only $1375 weekly 


LOS ROQUES 


SEA CANOES, NATURAL HISTORY ADVENTURES 
VIETNAM, Halong Bay is a World Heritage site, 3000 islands, 
Award Winning “Quiet and Clean Travel” 


Duet Travel, Adventure Travel, 1-800-990-3839 





U.S. TECH’S EX 
(Continued from Page 56) 


might turn the knob all the way out for 
maximum airflow. 

The hose and adjustment knob ports 
are exactly the same, so the EX second 
stage can be set up with either right or left 
side hose connection. This could be ben- 


ough piston for 
mance regardless 


rts, plus four low 
ivel. 


and valve further 
ce 
knob adjusts cracking 


t tor left side hose 


eficial if it is used as an octopus. For sen- 
sitivity and longevity, both the exhaust 
valve and diaphragm are made of silicone 
rubber (clear and blue, respectively). 


CONCLUSION 

Whether you best appreciate the EX 
regulator’s proven, high performance 
design or that it can be diver adjusted 
to suit changing conditions, it might of- 
fer just the combination of features 
you've been looking for. With a five year 
warranty, including parts and service, 
and a suggested retail price of $350, 





USER COMMENTS 
Good looks don’t lie: “With the sleek, 
satin chrome first stage and racy second stage, 
the EX brags about the performance it does, in-_ 





it's hard to beat. As mentioned, it is 
available with a yoke or DIN connection 
and there is a nitrox compatible ver- 
sion. For more information, contact 
Berry Scuba, 6674 North Northwest 
Highway, Chicago, Illinois 60631 ; (800) 
621-6019 or (778) 775-1815 (fax). The 
e-mail address is berryscuba@juno. 
com. = 
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42 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 


HOURS: SUN 10-4 ¢ MON - WED 9-5:45 
THUR 9-6:45pm ¢ FRI 9-1 
PHONE HOURS: MON-THURS TO 9 PM 


CHAMPION 


Finally a BC where you don’t have to 
sacrifice performance, reliability, or 
fit for an economical price. Rapid 
exhaust valve, soft touch inflator, 
hard pack, two large pockets with 
quick drain, adjustable shoulder 
straps, hose holder & D rings. 


MASTER 

A unique BC where stability and 
comfort come together. Complete 
soft pack, plush fining, dual tank 
bands, rapid exhaust valve, soft 
touch inflator, two large pockets with 
quick drain, adjustable straps, hose 
holder, integral cummerbund har- 
ness, extra heavy foam padding, low 


ADMIRAL 


The Admiral BC offers all the features 
you have come to expect from a BC: 

¢ Slim design, plush lining, integral 
commerbund harness, dual tank 
bands, rapid exhaust valve, soft-touch 
inflator, two large pockets with quick 
drain, adjustable shoulder strap, hose 
holder, lower lumbar pac, extra heavy 





PYRAMID 


A true BC for the professional! Back 
inflated with integrated weight system 
up to 35 Ibs. Unrivaled comfort and 
stability. Rugged brass inflator with 
built-in over pressure valve. Lift 
Capacity up to 55 lbs. Dual tank 
bands and 6 D 


24 Hour 


FAx 212-691-7286 


E-mail: goleisure@aol.com 


Mini Plus 
Octopus 


$139 59° 


Air Plus Regulators 


A down stream demand system which provides the diver with 
reliable and high performance. 

The Air Plus is constructed of the finest materials available. 
Polyplast coating which is baked on brass at 500 degrees to 
give you the strength of brass and the protection of high impact 
plastics. Balanced piston, 2 high pressure ports, 4 low 
pressure ports, 360° swivel 30” hose 


At Leisure-Pro, we guar- 
antee that you will pay the 


lowest price in the nation on 

every item we sell. Here’s 

how it works. Find any identi- 

cal item priced lower at any 

Authorized Dealer in the 

country that can be verified 

and we will beat that price by 

an additional 5%. Competitor 

must have item in stock, including size, color and 
same year model, at the time of purchase. 


Guarantee does not apply to close-outs and 
liquidations. 


rings. 


wn °199" 


Dry Suits 

eNokia ¢Harvey’s 
¢Diamond Dry Suits.Call 
Harvey’s 

Semi Dry Suit 6.5mm .239.95 
2nd Skin SK-190 ....159.95 
Henderson Polartec .164.95 
J. Garcia Lycra Skin ...62.95 
J. Garcia Polartec ...179.95 


DIVER'S PACKAGES 
CHAMPION PACKAGE 


¢ Blue Reef Champion 
¢ Beuchat Regulator 
e Sherwood Console 
e Large Duffle Bag 

e Regulator Bag 


$139" profile. ees: $1 79°" foam padding . ety $189°° 


All BCs available in colors and in Small, Medium, Large, XL, and XXL 
Low Pressure Hose Included 


BLUE REEF AGRESSOR 


Decompression Computer 


e Patented Color-coded pictograph ¢ Instant Readability 
e Visual Alarm ¢ Automatic Activation 
i * Automatic Back lighting 
* Auto Altitude Compensating (to 10,000 ft.) 
¢ 9 Dive Log History ¢ Pre-Dive Scrolling Mode 
* Nitrogen Level ¢ No Decompression Time * Depth 
° Decompression Status « Maximum Depth © Bottom Time 
e Temperature ¢ Dive Counter ° Battery Level Status 
e User replaceable Battery ¢ Display area 
4.8 sq. in. © Work depth to 220 ft. $2 7 9°95 
° Available Wrist or Hose 
DELUXE 
PACKAGE 


le Semi Dry Flex Snorkel 
¢ Open Heel Fins 


XS-XL 


SAILOR PACKAGE 


¢ TUSA BCD 

¢ U.S. DiverRegulator 
¢ Sherwood Console 
e Hose Protector 


e Hose Protector s 5 
‘<349°° for es 


COLONEL PACKAGE 
¢ B.C.D.- TUSA, SHERWOOD, SEAQUEST 
* Regulator — US Diver, Sherwood, TUSA 
¢ 4 Gauge Console — 240 ft. depth/MDI/ 
5000 PSI/Temp/ Compass ¢ Blue-Reef Octopus 
* Save-a-Dive Kit * Marking Pen * Regulator Bag « Diver's AN 
* Log Book * Oct Holder * Gauge Holder * Hose Protectors « SS Dive Knife 


CAPTAIN PACKAGE ADMIRAL PACKAGE 
* BLUE REEF Pyramid BCD * PC Light * TUSA, IMPREX BCD 


* U.S. Diver C22 Regulator * TUSA, IMPREX II Regulator 


« BLUE REEF Triple Console 
s ‘ehecweae Wilebade Octopus * Double Gauge Console 
* TUSA Duo-Air IR-3 


* Large Duffle Bag * Regualtor Bag 
¢ Hose Protector e Hose Protector 


LIEUTENANT PACKAGE 

e Blue Reef Master BCD 

e Sherwood Regulator 

¢ Double Gauge with 
Temperature 

e Sherwood Octopus 

e Hose Protector 


Ne nes 


SCUBA _i) 
PACKAGE | 


e Silicone Flex Snorkel f 
¢ Open Heel Fins f 


“SNORKEL 
PACKAGE 


e Full Foot Fins 
¢ Low Volume Mask | ; 
® Silicone Snorkel | ¢ Silicone Mask « 4 Window Mask 


BOS. { wil J pe 74” af 


Free Anti-Fog & 5% Discount 
on any 3-Piece Outfit with MASK, FIN and SNORKEL 


TUSA U.S. DIVERS DACOR 
MASKS 


Corrective Lenses Available MASKS 
MASKS ride Quantum w/Purge 
TM-30 Pano GEO 32.95 ‘Integra 4 Window 59.95 
TM-10 Visio 40.95 Integra 4 Window QL 49.95 
TM7500Q Splendive II 34.95 IntegraDL 46.95 Tri Vista 64.95 
TM5700 Liberator Plus Pursuit DL 43.95 Ultra ll 32.95 
either di Pursuit SL 43.95 
TM3800Q Xpert FINS 
TM6000Q Liberator X-Ten 
TM8000Q Imprex Hyperdry aumorley at 
TM2000Q Mini Kleio Integra Fin 
SNORKELS 


TM4000Q Kleio 
FINS Integra (DV) Dry Snorkel 19.95 
Integra (DVF) Flex Dry 23.95 


Liberator Xten 5000 
SEAVISION 


Liberator Xten 5500 
PF-1200 Mask 


IMPREX SF-9900 
OCEAN REEF 


IMPREX SF-7700 

IMPREX-SF-8800 Small 
Full Face Mask 374.95 
Evolution 39.95 


Create Your 
Own Brand 
Name 
Package ~ 
Mix & 
Match any 
BC/Reg/ 
Console 
for 
significant 
Savings- 
Call for 
Details 


Scan Tri View 

Look Split Lens 

Hawaii 1 32.95 Hawaii 2 
Hawaii 3 38.95 Hawaii 4 


Pulse 

FINS 
62.95 Blades FP 41.95 
41.95 


34.95 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


Blades 
Compro OH38.95 Pulse 
SNORKELS 


22.95 49.95 


79.95 


Impulse 
Flex Impulse 24.95 
Aquarius w/purge 18.95 


OCEAN MASTER 
Dry Snorkel 2000 24.95 
Proflo 19.95 

MASKS with Purge 
Equalizer 22 39.95 24 44,95 
Equalizer Pro Vision 39.95 
Equalizer 1 44.95 
Equalizer View 3 46.95 


OCEANIC 
MASKS 
Mini Prismatic Il 3 Lens 
Customeyes 2 34.95 4 
Bi-Vu2 46.95 Bi-Vu4 
SNORKEL FIN 
Response 14.95 V-Drive 64.95 


SCUBA PRO 


MASKS 


ELECTRONIC 

DIGITAL GAUGE 

Durable & efficient reads: 

Depth max depth / Dive 

time / Surface interval / Rw 
Ascent warning / Water air Sy 
temp. / Logs 4 dives. 

Available in three combinations. 


Double Digital Console 
w/Pressure 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


59.95 


Seer erereeseeeesaee 


Reef Tourer Full Foot 

Cetus -SF-1R or SF-1S 
SNORKLES 

SP 500Q Hyperdry 

SP 580Q Hyperdry 

SP210Q = Call SP410Q 

SP300 Qs Call SP 400 


BOOTS 


Siure A Air 2.7 


$179.95 


BOOKS 10% off with purchase of any 3 items Calif. Channel Isles ...19.95 
eo Travel View: Cazumel,. 24.95 


34.95 
39.95 
49.95 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


MARES 
MASKS 
ESA 6 Window Mask 
Vedra Split Lens 


Boots 3500Z Call 


SHERWOOD MASKS ioe Erarige 74.95 


Genesis Split Lens (4000) 39.95 
Genesis Split Lens (4200) 39.95 
Mini Mag Single Lens (4400) 37.95 
Genesis Slim Line (4700) 29.95 


SEA QUEST 
, MASK 
Tetra 4 Window 
FINS 
Wenoka Reflex 
Idea 3 


Tri Vent 69.95 XQ Tri Vent 64.95 
Quad Vision 59.95 
View Split 49.95 Scenic 42.95 
Focus 44.95 Futura2 36.95 
SNORKELS 
Shotgun 2 26.95 Twin Valve 32.95 
FINS 
Veloce H.P. 
Gorilla Sea Wing 97.95 
Classic Sea Wing 64.95 
Jet Fins 62.95 HyperSW 59.95 
XQ Sea Wing 97.95 


52.95 


Tempra Single Lens 

Seta Mask Split Lens 

Venstosa 40.95 Lirica 
FINS 

Plana Avanti 

Avanti HP Full Foot 

Avanti Quattro 

Power Plana SL 

Avanti Apnea 

Avanti L F.F. 


CAUTION: Life support equipment should be used only with proper instruction and scuba certification 
This Ad does not imply the sale of life support equipment via Mail Order 





Amber Forest 

Atlantic Diver Guides 
¢ Newfoundland 
e Nova Scotia 
¢ New Bronswick i 
¢ Prince Edward Isl. ..22.95 
Advent. Aquanaut....28.95 
Divers Ref. Dictionary.22.50 
Man in the Sea Vol 1.34.95 
Man in the Sea Vol 1134.95 
Law & Diving Prof. ...38.95 
From Sky to Sea 
The Diana Advent. ... 
Graveyard of the 

Atlantic 


39.95 


Diving above Sea Level 9.95 
Cold Water Diving... 

Fishwatching 
Manual of UW Photo.62. 95 
Salvage of the 

Birkenhead 
Palaces Under the Sea 19.95 
Battles of Pensacola ...6.95 
Introduction to 

Technical Diving...52.50 
Bermuda Shipwrecks 10.95 
Buried Treasures 

of the U.S... 13.99 
UW Cave Surveying ..19.99 
Colors of the Deep ...24.95 


Chapmans Emergencies 


Dive Computers 
Diving in High Risk 
Environment 


VIDEOS 


Best of Papua 

New Guinea 5 
Bahamas Dive Guide 14.95 
Coral Cities Carribiean19.95 


Bonaire Diver's 
Paradise 


Catalina Underwater ..29.95 
Dive Florida 
Dive Scapa Flow 
Dive Bonaire 

Travel View 
Dolphins Whales & US 29.95 
US Virgin Islands 
Dive California Style ...19.95 
Flooding of Dry Suit....24.95 
How to use Dive Tables 29.95 
Dive Egypt 
Northwest Diver 
Red Sea Fishwatcher...19.95 
Scuba Diving in America.24.95 























CATALOG 
For a copy of our new illustrated catalog— 
Please print your name, address and daytime phone 
and mail to: Leisure Pro Customer Service 
42 West 18th Street, 
New York, NY 10011 










unwanted diving 
equipment for cash or 
towards the purchase 
of a new system 
Call for details 


EXCLUSIVE COMPUTERS 


ENCORE COMPUTER 


e Automatic Activation 








Dacor Omni Dive Computer.199.95 


Mention this Ad at time of Computer purchase 


and Get Free Gauge Protector 
US Divers Monitor 3 Hoseless....Call 








* 10 Dive Log Memory Dacor Omni Pro.......... 424.95 _ US Divers Matrix Wrist............ Call 
e Compensates for Dacor Extreme Access.......Call Mares Divemate............ 299.95 
altitude diving up Dacor Quantum Loop......Call | Encore Combo............ 199.95 
to 10,000 ft. Orca Marathon......... 149.95 Oceanic Prodigy .............. Call 
e Built-in Watch/Timer Orca Phoenix ............ 439.95 Oceanic Data Max Pro.......... Call 
& Date Orca Breck Bale ...539.95 Oceanic Data Trans................ Call 
Orca Pilot Audio....... 334.95 Oceanic Data 100 
eet radi Orca Pilot Console ....314.95 — TUSA 10-300 .eeeuncooecoe 
4a: i Orca Pilot Nitrox.......314.95 | TUSA SCA 800 Console....Call 
¢ Bottom Time * No Profile 1000 ........... she TUSA SCA 890....... Cal 
decompression limit US Diver Monitor II The Bridge (Nitrox) 


e Decompression alert ¢« Dive planning 


e Surface interval time 
$4 69> 





¢ Oceanic Max-Depth Naveon ................0.0.. 119.95 
¢ Sherwood Sigma Combo Gauge 200' (5730)......99.95 
¢ Sherwood Compass Capsule ............................ 29.95 
¢ Tri Gauge 5000 PSI, MDI, Temp................0.... 109.95 
¢ Pressure Gauge ONLY oo... 44.95 
¢ Double Console PS! 5000 pressure/depth/Temp ..79.95 
¢ Double Console Metric & Bar ..................0: 84.95 
¢ Dacor Endura Console w/Compass.................. 159.95 
* Dacor System Compass ..............:csscecseeeeees 44.9 

¢ TUSA SCA/760 Console Triple Guage.................... Call 
¢ TUSA SCA/650 Analog Pressure & Compass.......... Call 
¢ TUSA SCA/720 Double Guage... Call 


US Diver Scan 4 
US Diver Scan 5 
US Divers Pivot Matrix ........ Call 


=> Ce RUA Sele) fe] BS 






UWATEC Aladin Air X......... 799.95 
Beuchat Dive Computers ...Call 
Dive Rite B’Air ww. Call 


FULL LINE OF METRIC COMPUTERS 


¢ US DIVERS Compass Module DP2 ................0...... 
¢ US DIVERS Pivot DP2....00.0...0. cece 


¢ US DIVERS Pivot DS3 oo... ees 149.95 
¢ US Divers Scan 4 Compass... 39.95 
¢ Scuba Pro Console VIP #28085 ......................184.95 
¢ Scuba Pro Dive Sonar 1..........0.......................179,.95 
¢ Scuba Pro V.I.P. 2 Console 230’...................... 189.95 
¢ Scuba Pro V.I.P. 3 Console Compass ............. 249.95 
¢ Scuba Pro LS1 Compass Wrist..........................59.95 
¢ US DIVERS Wrist Compass....................... Jae sae 42.95 


EXCLUSIVE REGULATORS & OCTOPUS 


US 
SHERWOOD 


Maximus 
Magnum Il, 
Blizzard, 


Oasis 2, Classic 


MR-12 Voltrex 
MR-22 Abyss 
MR-12 HIDFC 


Conshelf 22 
Sea 3/4 
Micra Plus 


Combined Regulator & BC 
Power Inflator System 
Replace your octopus with this system 
to have one less gear to wear Equive- 
lant to SeaQuest air source 
or Scuba Pro A.I.R. 2 only 1 14° 
Tusa Duo Air / IR-3 ........ eee Call 


Tusa $$350 octpus 
Tusa $5400 octpus 


Omega Il, 
Alpha,IV 
Delta Il 


Ocean Reefoctpus 
Blue Reef Airmax Octpus........ 44.95 
Seaquest Air Source 
Sherwood Octopus #3107 RH 59.95 
Sherwood Min/Octopus #3108 .69.95 


TUSA 
Imprex TR-400 
imprex-2 TR-350 
AD-2 TR-390 


DACOR 


EXTREME 
EXTREME + 
ENDURO 
QUANTUM 


BEUCHAT 
vs-3 
vs-4 
VS-8 

VTR-8 
VX-10 






U.S. Divers Octopus 
U.S.Divers Air Mic......... 


Bee Y 69.95 U.S.D. Micra+Octopus ...............Call 
Oceanic Alpha Octopus ......... 69.95 

Oceanic Slimline Octopus ...... 59.95 

Poh 149.95 Beuchat Octopus .................-Calll 
Dacor ENduro.......secccccceeeeeeees 74.95 

Dacor Extreme..........00- ee 114.95 


Full line of Brand Name B.C.s in stock 


Tusa Sherwood °US Divers «Beuchat ¢« Sea Quest *Dacor © Oceanic *Mares 








DIVE LIGHTS 





IKELITE 

PC Light 

" with4C 
cee Batteries 22° 5 

UNDERWATER KINETICS 
UK-400 34.95 UK-400R 104.95 
UK-1200 Hal. 52.95 UK-800R 159.95 
Mini Q40 14.95 SL-4 Sunlight 21.95 
SL-6 29.95 Spare Bulbs Call 
PELICAN 

Super Pelilite 14.95 Mitylite 10.95 


Super Saberlite 21.95 Super Mitylite 10.95 


Kinglite 54.95 Pro Lite 4-C 32.95 
Britelite 34.95 Stealthlite 19.95 
Pelican CaSeS................cccecncceseceeneeeeeeees Call 
IKELITE 
Mini C-Lite H 21.95 Maxi C-Fircnt. 52.95 
Mini C-Fircnt. 44.95 Super C-Lite HR 114.95 
Super C-Lite H 29.95 Sata Lite Coil 49.95 
Sata Lite 42.95 RCDLightHR 114.95 
RCD Light 43.95 P.C. Lite 22.95 
PC-A Light 18.95 Mini C Mark 49.95 
Princeton Tec Lights .................... Call 


KNIVES 


WENOKA SEAQUEST 
COMPACT COMFORT 2Z-LOCK III 
#41601, 416024416056 ti. is titties tg 2. 47.95 
FULL SIZE-MID SIZE Z-LOCK 


Full #41614, ....... 49.95 Mid 41611, 41612.44.95 





COMMAND SERIES 2-LOCK MINI Z-LOCK 
#416163............... 52.95 #41607 ....... es 5 
SEA LAZER Z-LOCK MICRO KNIFE 
#41609 Mini.......... 24.95 Bowie/Blunt.........4 19.95 
#416103 ....... 29.95 BC KNIFE #41450 .19.95 


OCEAN MASTER 
Titanium Point ..64.95 — Titanium Blunt ....64.95 
TUSA 


FK800/840 ........ Call 
OCEA 
Probe 


Déeuxe iPOInt/BluUmt exe east atte euadertan sgahoess 08 29.95 


PNEUMATIC/SPEAR GUNS 


SEABEAR JBL 
AK-45 21"... 164.95 Explorer 20....... 64.95 
AK-72 32" ....... 182.95 Explorer 22 ....... 74.95 
AK-103 43".....198.95 | Magnum Custom 89.95 
Siberian Sling....74.95 38 Special XHD 159.95 
Travel Spear......49.95 Travel Mag. Combo224.95 





BAGS and BELTS 


BACK PACKS 
Large 25x20x11 
Economy Pack 56% 
BackPack w/Wheels 129.95 
Padded Regulator Bag 19.95 
DUFFEL BAGS 
Large ....... 19.95 X-Large 29.95 
DIx w/wheels ..........- eee 34.95 
Roll-A-Tote Bag...............0 59.95 
WEIGHT BELTS TUSA IMPREX 
4 Pocket, 5 Pocket Roller Duffle Bag .....Call 





6 Pocket or 7 Pocket ies 2g BEB? Ea 
Niesh dncc can: 14.95 Mesh B/PSB-90 .......Call 
Neoprene.......... 18.95 XL Renny 7 





Belt w/Buckle...... 4.95 Back Pack 
SEAQUEST WENOKA BAGS 


Pro Excel Pac w/wheels & Handle ........... 159.95 
Super Pack w/wheels..............:0:06 74.95 
Super Pack Duffle.............. cee eeeeeeeeees 49.95 
Compact Pro Excel Pac..................6 64.95 
Pro Excel Pac ........ccssceccsescccesccoreeeoes 109.95 
Hydro Case with wheels................. 149.95 


BLUE REEF ROYAL SUITS 


6.5mm Neoprene Wetsuit 

¢ Farmer John step-in jacket 

e Soft stretch neoprene ¢YKK zipper 

¢ Durable knee pads quality sealed edges. 
e Plush, smooth & cozy fits like a 


second skin. Black 5 
Available in al sizes. only 139% 
6.5 Semi Dry Suit................... 159.95 


Royal Polartec® Suits : 
 heiheink yea outer aber A\POLARTEC 


¢ Velor fleece lining * YKK zippers non corrosive slides 
® 100% Windproof ¢ Machine washable 


* Thermal capacity — 
702 and up 
95 
only 3 S-XL 
5 
only 39?" 


Available in colors & sizes. 
95 
only 54. XS-XL 


59.95 
79.95 


only XS-XL 


Royal Lycra Skins 


Available in colors & sizes. 


Children’s Wetsuit 
2mm Shorty 


Royal Shorty 


2mm, 3mm 


Royal Jumpsuit 2mm (xS-XL) 
Royal Jumpsuit 3mm (xs-Xt) 








ORDER TOLL FREE US and Canada 


800-888-4939 
AQUATICA 


Distributed by Nikon Inc. 


New Aquatica 


A90 Call 
Aquatica 

f/Nikon F4 Call 
Sport 

Housing Call 
Video 

Housing Call 


Aqua Lens 589.95 


Special Closeout Offer 
Aquatica F4 with 
EO Connector 1329.95 


NIKONOS-V 


$50 Rebate Offer plus a Free 
Extension Tube set w/Purchase 
of Nikonos-V (Call for Expiration) 
Nikonos V USA 569.95 
Nikonos V w/35/2.5 

Adorama Warranty 659.95 
Nikonos V USA w/35/2.5 734.95 


15/2.8 UW 1399. 28/3.5 UW 339. 
20/2.8UW 649. 35/2.5UW 162. 
80/4 UW 360. 
28mm UW Finder 19.95 
35 & 80mm UW Finder 19.95 
DF-10 Finder for 80mm 

(Above Water) 84.95 
DF-11 274.95 DF-12 164.95 
SB 105 Complete 629.95 
SB 105 Flash Head 464.95 
TTL Sync Cord (Repl) 94.95 
Sensor Holder £/SB102 19.95 
(SU101) Sensor Unit f/SB102 29.95 
$C-100 DBL Cord 

for Nikonos V & RS 164.95 
Double Bracket 159.95 
Dbl Bracket Set £/SB105/3/2 274.95 
Ext Arm Set f/SB105/3/2 129.95 
Close-Up Kit w/o case 184.95 
Lens Hood & Filter Holder 7.95 
Original Nikonos Case 54.95 


O-Ring Set 10.95 

ACCS. for NIKONOS 

Ikelite Ext Tube Set 104.95 

Ikelite Optical Viewfinder 119.95 
UW SLAVE 

Morris UW Slave Flash 68.95 


SEA & SEA NIKONOS ACCS 


12/3.5 Fisheye (167°) Call 
Finder for 12mm Fisheye Call 
15/3.5 Call 20/3.5 w/Case Call 
16/5.6 Conversion Lens Call 
High eyecoine Viewfinder Call 
Optical Viewfinder Call 
New YS-30 TTL Call 
YS-50 TTL W/Arm & Tra Call 
YS120 TTL Call YS300 TTL Call 
Ext Tubes Call 


Canon UW Housings 


CE-O5 Housing f/A2/A2E 1099.95 
CE-RX Rebel-X/G Housing 849.95 
CE-RX Kit 899.95 


PROFESSIONALLY PRODUCED 
INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO TAPES 
Approved by NIKON 
Basic UW Photography with a 
Nikonos V 


Complete, step by step instruction from 
assembly and testing of the system to 








achieving great results underwater right VST f/Sony TRS 199.95 #396846 Ai Kit 564.95 
away. # 24.95 VZL f/Sony CCD-301 179.95 ones am Kit ee Peat 
Advanced UW Wide Angle VCR f/ E700 69.95 #396857 300 Kit w/charger , 
Photography with Nikonos wet Ta SN a pv40 19.95 #396858 400 Kit w/charger 879.95 
#VIAUPW 29.95 Video Cape Small 99.95 
Advanced UW Macro flother models Call for Price DIVING LIGHTS 
Photography #VIAUPM 24.95 Sata-Lite Straight Cord 42.95 
TIFFEN Sata-Lite Coiled Cord 49.95 
UR PRO Mini C Mark 49.95 RCD. 43.95 
UW COLOR CORRECTION FILTERS UW FILTERS Mini C Halogen w/Batts 32.95 
IN STOCK VERS be Fi Modular Super Lite 154.95 
T UW 0’-2' & 2’-7' Strobe Filter 3.95 Other Ikelite Accs Call 
SEA KING PELICAN Sea 
made by UNDERWATER KINETICS Waterproof, Unbreakable = 35mm with with 
WATERTIGHT CASES #500 Guard Box with foam 13.95 Film ASA 24 proc. 36 proc. 
nel Fouts with Inner sTD with KM (25) 4.29 7.68 5.95 10.24 
Dimensions Version _ Dividers Dimensions Version Dividers KR (64) 4.29 7.68 He te 
613 13x9x6" 59.95 — #1200 -(9.5 x7.5x4.5") 31.95 omy (EBT Oh eae trees a 
y - EBIl (100) -- -- 3.78 8.07 
518 18x13x5" 79.95 — #1300 -(9.5 x7.5x7") 40.50 - EDI (200) 4.59 7.98 5.40 9.69 
718 18x13x7" 84.95 — #1400 -(12.3 x9.3x5.3") 61.50 - KL (200) 5.09 8.46 7.05 11.34 
821 21x13x8" 104.95 144.95 #1450 -(15 x10.5x6") 79.50 94.95 EL (400) 5.49 8.86 6.19 10.48 
822 21x18x8" 149.95 _ #1500 -(18 x11.7x6.5")97.50 108.95 FUJICHROM 
827 189.95 264.95 pon ay esa 96.95 Be : 03a wires 
d o Case . ensia : : 
Seal-Tight #1527 Conv. Travel Bag «65.95 Sensia. 20036 4.59 7.68 
Waterproof Cases #1550 -(19 xi4x7.7") 114.50 139.95 Sensia 40036 5.39 8.48 
Large (18x12x7.5”) 59.95 #1600 -(22x17x8") 137.50 163.50 Velvia 5.49 8.58 
X-Large (19x1 5x9”) 69.95 #1650 -(28x18x10.5")159.50 149.95 Provia 10036 549 £8.58 
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SONY 
MARINE VIDEO PACKS 


MPK-TRV-1 Housing Call 
SPK-TRV-1 Sports Call 
SPK-TRS Sports Pak 149.95 


HVL-M20 20W UW Video Light Call 
HVL-80DA 50W UW Light Call 
We carry all current 8mm, VHS, 
VHS-C and VHS-Super camcorders. 
Please Call For Prices 


SEAcSEA 


Free Close-Up Lens 
with purchase of MX-10 
Call for details 
MX-10 
Motor Marine MX-10 329.95 
New MX-10 w/YS-40A flash Kit 499.95 
20mm Converter Lens f/MX-10 214.95 


Macro Lens f/MX-10 129.95 
New Close-Up Lens f/MX-10 49.95 
UW Filter f/200mm Lens 76.95 


MOTOR 
MARINE 
IWEX 
with TTL cm * 
Flash capability, 
DX Coding, 1/125 sync, 





Power winder 529.95 
Motor Marine II EX Kit 

with YS50 TTL flash 729.95 
Ikelite Substrobe 50 Kit 

with Sea & Sea MM II 259.95 
16mm Conv. lens 274.95 
20mm Conv. lens 292.00 
Macro lens (1:3) 113.00 
Macro lens (1:2) 142.00 
Lens Caddy 39.95 
YS-50 TTL-li Kit Call 
YS-120 Flash Call 


NX-90 UW Housings 
NX-90 Housing 1761.95 


New UW Video 
Housings 





SCc-55 1056. 
VX-1000 Pro Kit 
for Sony DCR-VX1000 3595. 


VX-55 for Son 


CLOSE-OUT 
SPECIALS 
Ikelite 
Substrobe-S Pky. #39387 64.95 
Substrobe-S #4038 39.95 


ewa-marine 
MASTER SERIES 


UA upto 210mm lens 159.95 
UAX same as UA wiflash 169.95 
U-FGM Side Flash 54.95 
UF-2 39.95 


U-AMZ Autofocus Zoom 59.95 


UF-P Housing f/Pentax 99.95 
Moisture Muncher 4.95 
Hurricane Hood 59.95 


UW VIDEO HOUSINGS 


SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 


ORDERS & INFO PL Pd) 741-0052 Fax #212-463-7223 

















42 West 18th Street « New York, NY 10011 


Order Dept. Mon.-Thurs. 9-9:30, Fri. 9-1:45, Sun. 9:30-6pm EST. 
741-0466 Mon.-Thurs. 9-7 T 





-7pm Sun. 11-20m 





WS ealife 


NEW REEFMASTER Auto 


Underwater Dive Camera 
¢ Fully automatic 35mm camera ° 
f:3.5 glass lens 1/140 shutter speed 
¢ Hard molded underwater housing with 
“easy grip” rubber armoring 
¢ to 50 meter depth 
Sealife SportDiver 


199.95 
99.95 


Point & 
Shoot 
Moto- 
rized 
Advance 
wiFlash, 
150’ Depth 





199.95 


—_ 


ikelite 


AQUA SHOT II 
Now includes a roll of film 
Accepts flash & Non Flash 
56° 


disposable 
Kodak & Fuji cameras 
AQUASHOT II OUTFIT 
Aquashot I! Kit includes: 
piesa Il, Macro Kit, 
ase an 
Substrobe AQ/S 239” 
CAMERA HOUSINGS 
fiNikon N8008/N90/6006 549.95 
f/Nikon N70 549.95 
f/Canon EOS RebelX/XS 549.95 
fiCanon EOS A2/A2E 549.95 
VIDEO HOUSINGS 


INCLUDES VIDEO/SUPER EYE, 
TOP HANDLE & WIDE ANGLE LENS 


fimost Sony & JVC Housings 639.95 


Pro Video Light Lead Acid 29.95 
Pro Dual Batt. Pack NiCad 14.95 
UW STROBES 
Substrobe 50MS 184.95 
Substrobe 50 (TTL) 224.00 
100A TTL 339.50 
Substrobe 150 w/Nicad 449.95 
Substrobe 200 619.95 
Substrobe 300 wW/Nicad 519.95 
Substrobe 400 w/NC 719.95 
Remote TTL Slave 139.95 
4081 Quick Handle 29.95 
4085 Video Arm 9.95 
Quick Grip | 94.95 
Quick Grip II 149.95 
Macro Mount 64.95 
Macro Arm 169.95 


NEW SUBSTROBE OUTFITS 
Consists of choice of ~ 
UW Strobe, New Tray & ( aa 
Handle Rapid Advance, 
(NiCad & Charger 
w/200 & 400 Kits) 
New Quick Grip, 
Nikonos TTL Sync 
Cord & Pelican 
Case 


#3946.46 Ai/Ain Kit 524.95 
#3946.58 #400 Kit 929.95 
#3946.59 #400 Kit Euro Chrg. 929.95 
#3946.62 #200 Kit 884.95 
#3946.63 #200 Kit Euro Chrg. 869.95 
#3946.43 #50 Kit w/C-Light, Bracket 
& Srobe Arm il 399.95 
Substrobe Outfits for Ikelite 
Housings: consists of choice of Substrobe, 
Quick Grip Arm, TL Cord, & Pelican Case 




























































































































We now accept Discover Card. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, 
phone, and a copy of major credit card or driver's license for reference. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back 
guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, except film and paper. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are 
subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are supplied with USA or Adorama's own exclusive warranty at Adorama's option. 
Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by 
manufacturer D.C.A. Second hand dealer's license #802862. NYCDCA# 898591 Not responsible for typographical errors. Pictures are for illus- 
tration purposes only and may not be exact. Prices effective till June 3, 1997 



















Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, phone, and a copy 
of major credit card or drivers license for reference. No return/Refund on Books/Videos. Shipping, handling and insurance 
additional. 14 day money back guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card. For return/exchange within 14 
days, call for RA#. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to acceptance and verification. Products may 
not be eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer unless mfg. or dist. warranty included. Pictures are for illustration purpos- 
es only and may not be exact.Trade names and trade marks are owned by respective mfgr. N.Y. Residents add Sales Tax 
While Supplies Last. Not responsible for typographical errors Prices Valid Thru June 3, 1997 Subject to supplier prices 








qrce #6 en Reader Senne 








_BAVEL NOTES 


pending on where you live or what 
your hobbies are, the big one can 
have several meanings. To residents of 
San Francisco or Los Angeles, the big 
one could be another earthquake. To res- 
idents of Florida or the Caribbean, the big 
one typically refers to the next devastating 
hurricane. To divers, the big one means 
the trip of the year or even alifetime. As a 
PADI master scuba diver trainer who has 
worked and lived in some of the world’s 
most beautiful diving environments, | have 
been fortunate to witness many big ones. 
The majority of these trios were wonderful 
experiences. Unfortunately, a few are re- 
membered with frustration and resent- 
ment. The good news is the vast majority 
of these disasters can be avoided 
through simple pre-trip planning. By fol- 
lowing the next few steps, you can enjoy 
the underwater world instead of just trying 
to getinto it. 
BRING youR C-carop: While this may 
seem rudimentary, a surprising number 
of people leave home without it. Twenty 


BY ERICH SCHULTZ 


minutes prior to the dive boat’s departure 
is not the time to inform the divemaster or 
boat captain your C-card is in your desk 
at home. While many dive agencies have 
telephone verification available, many are 
not available on weekends or there may 
be no phone available at all. With most 
reputable dive operations, no card 
means no dive. 

BRING YOUR LOGBOOK: Who keeps log- 
books anyway? Smart divers do, that’s 
who! Dive logs are valuable tools dive op- 
erators use to determine who will dive 
when and where. As with the majority of 
safety minded dive professionals, | would 
much rather dive with an experienced 
open water level diver than an inexperi- 
enced advanced level diver. Experienced 
divers with an up to date logbook are wel- 
come on the more challenging and many 
times more beautiful dive sites while those 
with an unknown dive history will “dive 
with the small fish.” 

BE PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY PRE- 
PARED: Nothing ruins a dive vacation 


Preparing for the Big One 


quicker than being too exhausted to enjoy 
it. People work very hard to earn a living 
but, unfortunately, many do it from behind 
a desk. Being fit does not mean compet- 
ing in triathlons but being fit enough to pull 
yourself up the dive ladder. Fit divers use 
less air So they get more bang for their 
buck. Fit divers can swim against mild cur- 
rents and are able to make a surface swim 
to the boat without the humiliating experi- 
ence of having to be towed. If you can’t 
dive frequently prior to your trip, try to con- 
dition your muscles by walking each night 

for amonth or two before you leave. 
CHECK YOUR EQUIPMENT BEFORE YOU 
LEAVE HOME: Do you dive with a comput- 
er? Trust me, finding lithium batteries in 
the middle of nowhere is an experience to 
avoid. Is your mask strap OK? How about 
your fins? Even if you recently had your 
equipment serviced at your local shop, 
check it yourself. There have been many 
times where “serviced” equipment is 
missing O-rings, mouthpiece retaining 
(Continued on Page 160) 











BERRY SCUBA 


PROFESSIONAL DIVE SHOPS 


PADI 5 STAR IDC TRAINING CENTER 


AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR OF U.S. DIVERS, TUSA, SHERWOOD, 
U.S. TECH, DACOR, BAYSIDE, BEUCHAT, VIKING, MARES, POSEIDON, 
DIVERITE, PLUS OVER 70 ADDITIONAL MANUFACTURERS. 


MARATHON 


Hose Mount Computer 


$ 149% 


SPARE AIR 


Complete Kit 
Add $20™ for Special Color 


$ 189% 


ALL NEW 


TUSA 


Pano Geo Mask 


$499 


FREE COLOR CATALOG! CALL 1-800-621-6019 
OR FAX YOUR REQUEST TO 1-773-775-1815 


TUSA BCD 


MARES REGULATOR 
IDI STREAMLINE 


\ OCTOPUS 


CONTEMPRO 
/ DOUBLE 
CONSOLE 


Berry’s Price 
$379.95 


Optional Compass for 
Console add just 29.95 


156 SKIN DIVERJUNE 1997 


BAYSIDE POLARTEC® 
By Malden Mills Four- 
Way Body Hugging 
Stretch and Soft Thermal 
Lining. Warmth 
equivalent to 2.5mm 
Neoprene. Available in 
Men's and Women’s 
Sizes. (Custom 
Polartecs Available) 


Berry’s Price 
$149.95 


Retail $225.00 


A\POLARTEC 


circle #9 on Reader Service Card 
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BERRY LOMBARD 
36 YORKTOWN CENTER 
LOMBARD, IL 60148 
(630) 495-2822 
BERRY CHICAGO 
0674 N. NORTHWEST HWY 
CHICAGO, IL 60631 
(773) 763-1626 
Fax (773) 775-1815 


CHICAGO AND ATLANTA STORES 
ONLY MINUTES FROM AIRPORTS! 


E-mail us for any catalog or flyer 


BERRY PALATINE 
1294 E. DUNDEE RD. 
PALATINE, IL 60067 
(847) 358-3848 
BERRY SCUBA OUTLET 
3443 DOGWOOD AVE 
HAPEVILLE, GA 30354 
(404) 766-1186 
Fax (404) 766-8280 


offer in this ad? 


berryscuba@juno.com 


Visit the All New 
Berry Scuba Outlet 


or call for FREE flyer at 


800-232-6220 
or Fax 404-766-8280 


Save on New, Used and End 
of Model Year Closeouts. 


Choose from Companies such 
as U.S. Divers, Tusa, Beuchat, 
Dacor plus many, many more. 


OOTY 2 AL 
ay ep BLOC (O10) DENA D 
HAPEVILLE, GA 30354 
(404) 766-1186 








CENTRAL SKINDIVERS SAVES YOU MONEY!!! 
BIG DISCOUNTS ON ALL THE NAME BRANDS 








NAME BRAND CONSOLES 


PRESSURE/ MAX-DEPTH COMBO $ 79 
PRESSURE/ MAX-DEPTH/ COMPASS TRIPLE $129 
PRESSURE/ TEMP/ MAX-DEPTH COMBO $129 
ELECTRONIC FULL DECO COMPUTER $199 
PRESSURE GAUGE WITH HOSE $ 65 


FAMOUS MAKE CONSOLE W/PRESSURE ? 6 9 
GAUGE, COMPUTER AND COMPASS 


DYNAMITE DIGITAL DISCOUNTS 
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON 
DIGITAL COMPUTERS AND GAUGES FROM 


DACOR, OCEANIC, BEUCHAT, COCHRAN, 
SHERWOOD, TUSA, UWATEC, U.S. DIVERS, 
SEAQUEST, MARES,ORCA, ETC. 





PLAY IT SAFE WITH SPARE AIR 
ms 1997 PACKAGE DEAL“ A” 


BUOYANCY COMPENSATOR JACKET with 
ower, soft band pare rapid exhaust, L.P. hose; 
amous make BALANCED REGULATOR; 

OCTOPUS with long hose; DOUBLE 

CONSOLE with pressure and max depth. Save 

hundreds of dollars with CENTRAL'S 

SPECIAL PRICE OF ONLY $499 


Closing out all rental equipment- Suits $50/Tanks $50 
Gauges $40/Regulators $60 - In Store Only 
Taciaes 





WATCHES SS 
CITIZEN HYPER AQUALAND _,- CALL 
CITIZEN AQUALAND DUPLEX CALL 
CITIZEN AQUALAND PROMASTER CALL 
CITIZEN AQUALAND II ea CALL 
QUARTZ 100 METERS me $ 20 
CITIZEN TITANIUM awe CALL 
CITIZEN SOLAR-TECH QYS CALL 


MANY OTHER QUARTZ & AUTOMATIC MODELS 
AVAILABLE FROM STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
mus 1997 PACKAGE DEAL“ 3” 


FAMOUS MAKE REGULATOR with sealed first stage and 
adjustable second stage; DELUXE BUOYANCY COMPENSATOR 
with power; L.P. hose, soft band pack, rapid exhaust, 
cummerbund; TRIPLE CONSOLE with pressure, max 
depth, compass, OCTOPUS with long hose. Save hundreds of 
dollars by buying this famous brand package for 
CENTRAL'S LOW, LOW PRICE OF $699 





TANK SPECIALS 
Top Name Brand with Deluxe Valve 
ALUMINUM 15 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 30 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 65 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 80 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 100 CU. FT. CALL 
STEEL 100 CU. FT. CALL 


STEEL 120 CU. FT. CALL 


DELUXE KAM PACK = $55 
IN-STORE SUPER SPECIAL! 80 CU. FT. ALUMINUM 
TANK COMPLETE WITH DELUXE VALVE $99.99 


» THERMO-PLASTIC FIN 
Jet Type Blade, “Space Age” 


materials with Adjustable Straps 


& 








CLEAR STRAP FIN 

PRO STRAP FIN $ 50 
SILICONE MASK $ 29 
PRESCRIPTION MASK $ 99 
SILICONE VENT SNORKEL $ 15 
HARD SOLE BOOTS $ 25 
FIVE-FINGER GLOVES $ 15 












WHY BUY A PACKAGE DEAL FROM CENTRAL? 
BECAUSE ONLY CENTRAL GIVES YOU EVERY ITEM 
MADE BY A FAMOUS MANUFACTURER. THIS MEANS 
YOU HAVE A TRIPLE GUARANTEE. YOUR LOCAL DIVE 
SHOP, CENTRAL, OR THE NATIONALLY FAMOUS 
MANUFACTURER, AND “OF COURSE”, NOBODY BEATS 
CENTRAL'S PRICES FOR OVER 45 YEARS 


“WE WILL BEAT 
THE PRICE OF ANY 
AUTHORIZED 
DEALER 
IN THE U.S.A.! 
GUARANTEED!! 
PERIOD!!!” 


BUOYANCY COMPENSATORS 


Famous Makes, Best Quality, Low Pressure _ 
Inflator & Hose, Quick Dump, Travel Pack. 


DELUXE BLADDERLESS $159 
SUPER DELUXE BLADDERLESS $199 
SOFT PACK BLADDERLESS $229 
MILITARY HORSECOLLAR WITH C02 $229 
BACK MOUNTED CORDURA B.C. $229 
FAMOUS MAKE WEIGHT DROP $249 
ORIGINAL MANTA STYLE CALL 
B.C. AIR-3 OCTO/REGULATOR $149 


B.C.’S AND STAB, JACKETS FROM SHERWOOD, 
U.S. DIVERS, DACOR, SEAQUEST, SEATEC, 
BEUCHAT, TUSA, MARES, ZEAGLE, ETC 






BAGS & BACKPACKS 

MEDIUM MESH GAME BAG $13 
LARGE MESH GAME BAG $16 
MEDIUM MESH GEAR BAG $22 
LARGE MESH GEAR BAG $25 
LARGE DELUXE GEAR BAG $49 
EXTRA LARGE BACK PACK BAG $89 
SUPER LARGE GEAR BAG W/WHEELS $89 
ALL OTHER BAGS ALSO ON SALE 
UNDERWATER LIGHTS 

4 CELL FLASH $32 
4 CELL LANTERN $49 
8 CELL LANTERN DELUXE $69 
4 CELL BACKUP $19 
6 VOLT SEALED BEAM BULBS $10 
KNIVES 

5" BLADE WITH SHEATH $ 20 
51/2" BLADE WITH SHEATH $ 29 
41/4" BLADE SUPER DELUXE : 39 
3” MICRO BLADE 17 


ms 1997 PACKAGE DEAL“ C” 


DELUXE BLADDERLESS BUOYANCY 
COMPENSATOR with soft touch inflator, 
cummerbund, quick release shoulder straps, 
rapid exhaust; DOUBLE CONSOLE with max 
depth; HIGH PERFORMANCE REGULATOR 
with extremely smooth flow thru balanced 
piston. This name brand package is a 
CENTRAL LOW, LOW SPECIAL AT $389 


Le TLS ATE RETEST 
SUPER CLOSE-OUTS 






NEOPRENE POCKET BELT (List $45) $30 
7MM PLUSH HOOD (List $50) $35 
DIVE ALERT (List $50) $44 
PADDED REGULATOR BAG (List $35) $20 
UNDERWATER SCOOTER (List$1995) CALL 
METAL DETECTORS (List$1145) CALL 
SHARKSKIN SUITS (List$199) $79 








Central Skindivers 


160-09 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica, NY 11432 
(718) 739-5772 
Minutes from Manhattan and Kennedy Airport 


WE KNOW EVERY DIVING ITEM MADE. WE SELL ONLY 
BRAND NAMES AT BIG DISCOUNTS TO SAVE YOU MONEY. 
WE SERVICE EVERYTHING WE SELL. 





















718-739-5772 





REGULATORS ~~ ae 


SUPER DELUXE MINI (List$480) CALL 
ADJUSTABLE SUPER DELUXE (List$419) $279 
DIAPHRAGM DELUXE (List$358) $249 
DELUXE BALANCED PISTON (List $300) $179 
FAMOUS MAKE DIAPHRAGM (List$320) $169 
FAMOUS MAKE PISTON (List$230) $149 
OCTOPUS (SAFE SECOND) (List $130) $79 


REGULATORS FROM U.S. DIVERS, DACOR, 
BEUCHAT, TUSA, SHERWOOD, POSEIDON, 
SEAQUEST, MARES—ALWAYS ON SALE 


_ BUY AMERICAN FIRST 
Sushi and Tacos have no technical parts, but 
Regulators, Gauges, & Buoyancy Compensators do. You 
should try to buy NAME BRANDS made in the U.S.A. 
93% of CENTRAL'S recommendations are U.S.A. made. 
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE call us before you spend 


your hard earned money. We have thrilled divers with our 
ice and expert advice since 1952. Call us, the advice is 
y divers for divers, and it’s FREE. 


(718) 739-5772 





mes 1997 DELUXE DACOR PACKAGE SE 
IN STORE ONLY 

Lightweight and durable high performance balanced 

REGULATOR; Compact high flow mini OCTOPUS; Backlit 

full deco COMPUTER console with pressure and com- 

pass; Plush easy-to-pack BCD with all the extras. 

Retail priced at $1300, CENTRAL SPECIAL $899! 


FAMOUS MAKE WETSUITS 
1/4 JACKET/FARMER SUPERSTRETCH $159 
1/4 JACKET/FARMER SUPERPLUSH $ 189 


LYCRA SKINS CALL | 
1/8 ONE PIECE JUMP SUIT $ 99 
1/8 FAMOUS MAKE SHORTY CALL 
POLARTEC SUITS CALL 
NEOPRENE DRY SUITS $575 


OTHER WET OR DRY SUITS AND SHORTIES AND 
SKINS FROM VIKING, U.S. DIVERS, HENDERSON, 
POSEIDON, HARVEY, O’NEILL, ETC. ALWAYS ON SALE. 


SPARE AIR DELUXE KIT 
2.7 CUBIC FOOT TANK COMPLETE WITH 
MOUNTING HARNESS AND TANK FILLER ATTACHMENT 
CALL FOR OUR SPECIAL PRICE 





= 

DELUXE SPEAR GUNS 

JUNIOR = 31” RUBBER (List $91) $ 69 
STANDARD 42” RUBBER (List $106) $ 79 
DELUXE 53” RUBBER (List $166) $135 
DELUXE PNEUMATIC 39” (List$300) = CALL 
STANDARD PNEUMATIC 34” = (LIST$285) = CALL 
JUNIOR PNEUMATIC 22” (LIST $275) = CALL 


mums 1997 SUPREME SHERWOOD PACKAGE = 
IN STORE ONLY 
Advanced DELUXE BCD with power, rapid exhaust, 
cummerbund pockets, etc; Unique and excellent OASIS 
REGULATOR that keeps your air moist; Low profile 
OCTOPUS; New pressure max-depth, thermometer, 
compass TRIPLE CONSOLE; 80 cu. Ft. TANK with K valve. 
Retail over $1200 elsewhere. CENTRAL SPECIAL $799. 
ae, ArT 


CENTRAL SKINDIVERS 
NOBODY DELIVERS FASTER THAN CENTRAL! 
PHONE: (718) 739-5772 
FAX: (718) 739-3679 
e-mail: go53scuba@aol.com 


l 
I 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
1 
’ 
| 
I 
I 
! 
I 
C.O.D. orders. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
L 










All Phone orders received before 1:00 p.m. are 
shipped same day! If you prefer to send a money 
order, your order will be shipped same day. 
Personal checks take time to clear. Sorry no 





SaSLLNSS SAI Ia GAZINOH.LIAWYW 








Ph: (516) 264-4160 
Fax: (516) 264-1007 
http://www.berger-bros.com 


Ikelite Sea & Sea MotorMarine 
Substrobe 200 EX with YS50 strobe 


Reefmaster Kit Sea&Sea NX90 and 
Strobe Now Available Nikon N90S in stock 


y iy 
a , 
ay 


Amphibico Dive Buddy 
For all SONY or Canon 
camcorders 





Gates Housing 


Bf 
aMX 10 
with YS 40 Strobe 


All 
Ikelite Dive 
acieliians 
AVENE) (= 


Amphibico VH1000 
for SONY DCRVX 1000 


Full Line of Sony Camcorders 
In Stock. Call for Pricing. 


We ship anywhere in the world! 
Rental, Repairs & Trade-ins 


Video 
Packages 
Starting 
at $750 


Video 
Housings 
Starting 
at $300 


Housings Available 


for SONY DCR-PC7 
and GVC GR-DV1U 


© AD/SD 1997 
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The 1997 World 


Underwater Cleanup 
LAST CALL FOR TRASH CAPTAINS 


BY BILL GLEASON 


[ n September, 1996, volunteer divers 
in all 50 states and many countries 
around the world staged the largest 
event in the history of diving—the 1996 
Underwater Cleanup. Sponsored by 
the Center for Marine Conservation (in 
tandem with its International Beach 
Cleanups), PADI, DEMA and SKIN 
DIVER Magazine, this effort culminated 
in tens of thousands of divers lugging 
trash out of the oceans and waterways 
of the world. 

Unfortunately, there's still some trash 
down there and we're declaring war on it 
again this year! The target date is 
september 20, 1997 and we are urging 
dive stores, instructors and concerned 
divers and snorkelers to stage an event 
right in their diving backyards! It can be 
as informal as a couple of buddies get- 
ting together or as elaborate as the 
Laguna Beach, California cleanup, where 
hundreds of divers scoured this popular 
Southern California diving area for trash! 

Trash Captains, those volunteers who 
will choose the site, recruit their friends 
and families and hit (or Supervise hitting) 
the water on September 20 are urgently 
needed at this time. 

Here’s how it works. Folks wishing to 
become Trash Captains should contact 
either the CMC or PADI and let them 
know where the event will be held. 
Those organizations will send youa 
complete package of information, in- 
cluding trash reporting forms and tips 
on how to conduct a cleanup. They will 
also register you as an Official Trash 
Captain and contact you through their 
state and international coordinators to 
see if you need any help. All Trash 
Captains will receive free publicity for 
their events from PADI and will be men- 
tioned in SKIN DIVER’s September 
1997 issue. This will help you recruit 
even more divers and snorkelers for 
your event. Our goal is to smash the 
record we Set last year but we can’t do it 
without the help of last year’s volunteers 
(and a big thank you to all of you) and 
some new recruits as well. 

SO, let’s get creative. There’s an awful 
lot of monofilament on those wrecks off 
New Jersey, North Carolina and in the 
Great Lakes. The fish can’t get the stuff 
out, so that means it’s probably going to 


be divers. Just bring along a pair of cut- 
ters on your dive Saturday, September 
20 and “presto” you have a cleanup go- 
ing! Before the event begins, we will 
send our readers “mini” forms for partici- 
pating in small cleanups. More on this in 
a later issue. 

SO, let’s get the lead out, literally, and 
the cans and plastic and other debris. 





Fishing line and other refuse were pulled from 
the lakes, oceans and rivers of the world last 
September, during the 1996 Underwater 
Cleanup. Trash Captains are urgently needed 
for this year’s cleanup on September 20. 


This event depends solely on your partic- 
ipation. Businesses that sponsor local 
cleanups do tend to get benefits from lo- 
cal radio, TV and newspaper publicity. 
For the diving community at large, it’s a 
great way to show your concern for the 
environment and let people know you’re 
doing something about it! 

Please register today as a Trash 
Captain. For more information, contact 
the CMC at (800) CMC-BEACH or (804) 
851-4183; volunteer Dive Centers may 
register with PADI at (800) 729-7234, 
ext. 328 (U.S.), (714) 540-7234, ext. 328 
or with the CMC. = 











PAUL TZIMOULIS 
RECEIVES AWARD 
(Continued from Page 125) 


49,000, to the world’s largest and best 
read scuba diving magazine, with a cir- 
culation of 225,000 paid copies and an 





estimated total readership of 1,075,000 
active divers. It is distributed in 109 coun- 
tries worldwide. 

SKIN DIVER is one of 22 monthly mag- 
azines owned by Petersen Publishing 
Company, L.L.C., one of the world’s 
leading special interest publishers. 
Based at the company’s headquarters in 
Los Angeles, Tzimoulis serves as Vice 
President and Executive Publisher of 
Petersen’s Photo/Marine Group, which 
includes SKIN DIVER, PHOTOGRAPHIC, 
FAMILY PHOTO, BIG BOOK OF PHO- 
TOGRAPHY and PHOTOGRAPHIC 
BUYER’S GUIDE. 


; 09099000090) 








TRI-FLAG’s New Divers Down FLaa: 
The Tri-Flag is constructed of polyester 
reinforced vinyl, with a Lexan inner skele- 
ton for flexibility and strength. The tether- 
ing line attachment allows the flag to 
stand up in the water, without weights. 
The three sided, patented flag has a 
bright color, which allows boaters to see 
it from any direction. 

For more information, call KJ Manu- 
facturing at (888) TRI-FLAG, (954) 467- 
1914, fax (954) 765-1427 or write to 500 
N.W. 8th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
33311. =e 










Nikonos and Sea & Sea’ 
Repairs, Sales & Accessori¢s 


Underwater Photo-Tech es 
16 Manning St. 103/104 Derry, NH 03038 eh 
E-mail uwpt@ix.netcom.com “et, 


603-432-1997 603-432-4702 fax ee 
Authorized Sevice Center for Aquatica and Sea & Sea 
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we LB 1-800-290-5622 
BPX w Tel: (718) 437-4257 
Aw Fax: (718) 437-5136 - 2041. 


| sports LW p= €.mail: cget@pipeline.com 


5104 12th Avenue 
Brookiyn, NY 11219 


MIX & MATCH 


"We Ship “ 
Nationwide - 


and. 
Worldwide. 


SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 
FOR Leite dae 


Best Dealg On 
All Major Brande 


*MARES ¢TUSA 
*DACOR ¢ OCEANIC 

* BEUCHAT ¢ SEAQUEST 

* IKELITE ¢ DIVE RITE 

* WENOKA ¢1.D.I. ¢ AES 


You may put together your own package with any brands you wish. Please ask § 


SCUBA PACKAGE #107A 


# B.C. Tusa Imprex, 
Regulator Balanced your choice 
97 Model 
Bauge, eee Depth & Temp. 
usa Duo Air 7 
Dutfle Bag $5 2995 


SCUBA PACKAGE #101C 


PREMIER PACKAGE 


* Mares or Tusa, BCD 
*Tusa Regulators 52Q995S 


SCUBA PACKAGE #101B 


B.C. your choice: Tusa, Mares Seaquest, Ete. 
- Bladerless, Back Pack Padded, Dual Bands, 
Low Profile to reduce Drag, 2 Lg. Pckts w/Drain, 
Balanced Power Inflator, Snug Fit. 


Regulator your choice: Tusa, Mares, Dacor 
ef. - High Performance, Lightweight, Easy 

Breathing, No Resistance. 
CONSOLE WITH COMPASS 
Gauge 5000 PSI, Depth w/MDI & Temperature 
Octopus your choice: Lightweight & Long Hose 
© Regulator Bag 


e Ikelite Light ONL 

¢ Save A Dive Kit Gaga=> 
© Divers Knife ‘469 

¢ Hose Protectors © Dual Hose Holder 
FREE LOG BOOK 


® Mares or Tusa, Consule 


SCUBA PACKAGE 


Mask Silicone « Open Hill Fin 
Flex Snorkel $5695 


FINS 
Imprex 7700, 8800, X.Ten 5000, 5500 
MASK 
Ey i alla QUICK ADJUST 
sy in 6000, 3800 
pe yi 4000, 2000 


SNORKEL 
Dry 580, 400, 410, 500 SNORKEL 


= Integra DV, Int Fl 
SHERWOOD MASK bison te Hes 
Genesis Series Slim Line 4700, 4000, 4600, 4200 

Mini Mask 4400, 2100, 2000 Mask, Fin, Snorkel 
OCEAN MASTER (> | 

Equalizer 22 . 

Equalizer 24 

Dry Snorkel 


SPARE AIR KIT 2. 7 - ON SALE 


MAKE YOUR CHOICE FROM COMPANIES SUCH AS: 
% SHERWOOD * BEUCHAT %* TUSA * US DIVERS 
3% MARES *« DACOR *« OCEANIC 


3 MM Shorty 59.95! Boot w/Premium Sole 
3 MM Wet Suit 139.95| Back Pack DBL Padding 
6.5 MM Wet Suit (plush, OBL Stich etc) 139.95) Mesh Bag LR 

Polartec Suit® Call} Duffle Bag LR 
Lycra Skin 34.95) Seaquest Bags 
Jumpsuit 3mm 89.95) Snorkel Vest 29.95 
Warm Water Glove 10.95| Tusa Duo Air Call | TusaSS400 Call 
Cold Water Glove 19.95) Scuba Pro Air 2 Call | Mares Octopus Call 
Reet Glove 6.95| Oceanic Slimline Oct .59.95 | Seaquest Air Source 
Hood w/Plush 24.95| Octopus w/Long Hose 54.95 


Aquaiand Two Tone Call for 


Aqualand #] lruuaek Dee 
200M Proftesional — LOMest Prices 


MASK 

ESA, VEDR, SETA 
FINS 

Quatro, Avanti, Avanti FF 
DACOR 


Aqualand Duplex 
Aqualand Hyper 
Aqualand Pro 


CITIZEN 
WATCHES 


@ NEW AQUASHOT Il 
‘Se Includes Roll Of Film 


@ AQUASHOT II OUTFIT 


b SEA & SEA 
% > MX10 w/FLASH KIT 
@ « MOTOR MARINE MX10 


' | SEALIFE REEFMASTER 


& 160’ DEPTH 35mm ETC. 
Pane ROLL CF ies 


DIVE LIGHTS - IKELITE 
MINI CH Sale| RCD H Rech 119.95 
Mini C Fircnt Call} PCA 18.9 
Mini C Mark Call} SPD AA 50V Call 
RCD Halogen _— Sale| Maxi C H Call 

PC Lite 22.951 Super C Lite Call 


WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF IKELITE PRODUCTS PLEASE CALL 

UNDERWATER KINETICS 

UK 400 95 UK800R 159.96 

| SL6 29.95 

22.95 UK1200H 52.95 

PELICAN LIGHTS ON SALE 

King Pelican 

Britelite 

Super Pelilite 


GAUGES 

Mares Flatbrass 2D 

Mares Flatbrass 2C 
Sherwood Combo 200 
Sherwood Compass Module 
Oceanic Max Depth Navcon 
Tusa Triple Gauge 

Tusa DBL Gauge 

Tusa SCA 650 

Pressure Gauge 


Altitude, Temp, Interval Time,Max Depth, 
Bottom Time,No fly, Log book, Surface 
Interval, Deco Time. ¢ lluuminated 

Disp. © ° NO Decom fe eta 

¢ Functional Dep. 

¢ Auto Altitued 10,000 ft. 


ONLY $16495 
COMPUTERS 


Free Guage Protector w/any se alac feet 
ORCA Marathon Kit 159.95 
ORCA Phoenix 

Resource Combo 

Resource Wrist 

Tusa Computer Wrist - 10300 

Tusa Computer Console 

Hoseless Computers 

PC Downloadable 

Beuchat Pro Computers 

Dive Rite Bridge 

Oceanic Prodigy 

Aladin Air X 

Cochran 


We at Sunshine Sports GUARANTEE that you will 


obtain the LOWEST PRICE & the 

BEST SERVICE on any item that 

we carry. This is how it works locate 

any item at any retail outlet or from 

any catalog with their price & we 

will beat that price by 5%. No 

conditions. Remember: Shop around & make your 
last stop at Sunshine before you go diving. 
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From time to time, we permit reputable 
companies to send announcements of their 
products or services to our subscribers in 
the mail. Requests for this privilege are 
examined with great care, to be sure they 
will be of interest to our readers. If you 
prefer not to receive such mailings, and want 
your name in our files only for mailing the — 
magazine to your home, please write us, 
enclosing a current address mailing label. 
Please address your request to: 








PETERSEN PUBLISHING CO., L.L.C. 
_ Carol Clark, — 








SUBSCRIBERS: 


address changes, 
questions and inquiries 
regarding your subscription to: 


I 1-800-800-3487 


Outside U:S.: 


Please direct all 


|-303-678-0354 
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PREPARING FOR THE 


BIG ONE ADVERTISER DIRECTORY 


(Continued from Page 156) 


straps or worse. Expect things to break at ADVERTISER PAGENUMBER ADVERTISER PAGENUMBER ADVERTISER PAGE NUMBER 
the most inopportune moments. PDOMEMA Ritts AR cstitg cae 155 DIVERS ALERT NETWORK/DAN....ssssscseeees 19 PLAZARESORTS ..sscssssssecsssssssssscensnsesse 129 
Do NOT USE NEW EQUIPMENT: New fins | | ADVENTURE EXPEDITIONS .....cccsocsesce 112 DIVERS INSTITUTE OF TECH «....sssssssssenes i" oe Ee ae Ladi Sea ie Ae He 
ADVENTURE EXPRESS o..cssscssssessssssesssenes G6 DIVERIS SUPPLY -cssssssssesssesssssssessseee 4 PUDGE CORPORATION o..ssssssssssssssssesee 
and a new mask or snorkel veel thing AGGRESSOR FLEET sss asssscsscssssepsctersses 13 DIVERS UNLIMITED .....sscsssssssssscssesssssssesn 44 QUICKSILVER INFLATABLES .......sssssssssese C3 
but anew BC or computer is ANOtNEL. | | aiRPOWER INTERNATIONAL .econncunne 148 DONFOSTER’S/DIVE o..scsscsssssctessssseessne B1 RASCALS IN PARADISE.....scccsssasecsscteesen 66 
New dive gear is a blend of complexity | | AMOEBA SCUBAGUAR wenn 148 EASTERN ACADEMY/SCUBA EDUCATION..53 RED SAIL SPORTS ...vnsessesteseintninensen 101 
and style. Do you really need 16 D-rings | | ANTHONY'SKEY RESORT 0... 79 ED ROBINSONIS DIVING ADVENTURES.....138 REEF HOUSE RESORT ....sessscsscssssssestsee 104 
5 AQUA-NUTS DIVE SHOP ....ssssccssesssesssene 139 EXPLORER VENTURES ....sssscssssssssssesssesee 44 RIDING ROCK INN wissessssscssssssssecsssnsense 100 
on your BC? Probably not but to many it | | sawatos 68 FANTASY ISLAND BEACH RESOAT.......... 102 ROATAN CHARTER eesessssssssssssssesstessssssee 45 
looks high tech and Cool. COMPUTES APE | | ARUBA TOURISM occu scssssesssesnnsee 47 FIUIFORBES LAUCALA.....essscsssscseenseeesne 74: SROLEM WATCHES Scisuclaccabuet C4 
getting smaller and more complex every | | ATHOMEIN COZUMEL... 122 FLAMINGO BEACH RESORT ....sssssssssnseee 75 SAMIS DIVE TOURS ..sssossssssscssssnssnssnsee 90 
-VIDEO-PRO AUDIO ............161 FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE ....ssssssessseee et 
year but it takes time to understand and | |e aaaONEASLTD iu... 198 GRANDCAYMANPARTNERSHP.... M40 SANDDOLLARCONDOMNWUMAESORT. 100 
digest the huge volume of information. | | gaHaMAas TOURISM... occoecoeneone BO. ‘GREAT/ADVENTURES csnssssscsssssoasoonsiee 123 SCUBACLUB GALAPAGO w.sessssssssesnsesee 119 
No matter how SiMplistic AN INSTFUMENT | | BAHIA TOURS... -ccsee sncseneneeenenen 79 GREAT DESTINATIONS w.sssssssssntscssseesee 92 SCUBASCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL... 42 
seems, read the owner’s manual. ke TOUR UGE SARE Ea 8 ae cal Bee ADVENT... be CURSE kes et Aetna ae Me 
; BASKIN IN THE SUN ...sssoe sesssssessessesssesse 'S DIVING CENTER. ...sccsccsessscsssersees83 SEA DWELLERS DIVE CENTER ..sssssseess 
RESEARCH YOUR DIVING ENVIRONMENT: Belper ipa 5 sea aaa 51 HARBOUR VILLAGE BONAIRE .........:sc00e. 123. SEA FEVER .osessssssssnrsarstctesartontitinetntos 140 
have seen people visiting the Caribbean BAYMAN BAY CLUB vissessss sosssssssssesssssssssssssee 76 HELIX CAMERA & VIDEO .....ccssccssssssssssssssses 147 SEA&SEA PHOTO ROUNDUP... 22 
emerge from their cabins wearing ANySUItS | | BELIZE TOURISM........cu ssnenennenennenen 55 HENDERSON AQUATICS ....ccsesocsssssecesseese 62 SEA &SEAUNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 67 
and others attempting to wear 3mm suits cH arin PW ec ER ye oP te ie lle WATER SPORTS. -sssssssscsssesse be Se ee PHOTOGRAPHY ..... te 
In Puget Sound. Conditions Not ONY | | seaceRBROTHERS CAMERAS VIDEO 1.158 IKELITE vvcvscovsnnsnseeninernnnnn8® SEAWAYS ENGINEERING sccccsconcc 140 
change from ocean to ocean but from DIGI REGRUIE St ce ldtaicnamey nets, 139 INNOVATIVE DESIGNS ......sessssssesseccceeecssseens 148 SEE & SEA TRAVEL SERVICE .....esssceseeeseee 91 
season to season as well. Research water | | BIMINIUNDERSEA........ costes 66 ere oe VIDEO CENTER ...essscsseee be = eee [ie CENTER: waa... ‘e 
oF BITTER END YACHT CLUB ..eessssssessserssseee 114. JWFISHERS...csssssssssssssssssesssssessssssesene 138 SMALL HOPE BAY ..ssscsssssssseseesnesnsetee 
temperatu fen antic! pated currents and BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES ....scsssssssesstenee 4B EBP/BAGUR 6.020. .clalsccssticctonarsntovestin 4° SOLMARISUITES «...5.ab..t0dsen tenes 78 
even aquatic life. The Lingcod of Puget | | sLucsuBBLe DIVERS... e.ccceemnene 122 KEEFE’S BIMINI UNDERSEA ......scsccsesssse 66: . SOUMBRN Monto. ce heheatios 78 
Sound are docile in summer but rather BOB SOTO’S DIVING wieccscsssssssssssssssssssssssseesees 43 KEY WEST DIVER vessessssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssee 142 SOLOMONAIRLINES......ccccsssscsssssssssssssssseen 139 
testy in winter while they protect their | | E0BSOTO'SDIVING. neem B2* LACEIBAHOTEL .sssescssscssssessstsssssssesnsee 118 SOUTHERN NIKONOS SERVICE CENTER..148 
BONAIRE SUNSET RESORTS ......ccsecsssese 50 LAGUNABEACHRESOAT ...scsssssssessecseee 139 ST. LUCIAUNDERSEA ADVENTURES ..........73 
eggs. Small fins may work great in your lO- | | porromTiMe ADVENTUFES.............. G6 LAHAINADIVERS ...ccscssessssssesssscnsesesesee 141 STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN.........41 
cal quarr y but not in the heavy su rge off BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE.......... TAPS POS ROGUES Abr. geieececostiseaues-sguge: 103 SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMG..........sssessesseseee 115 
Hawaii’s Kona Coast. Local dive shops BRAC REEF BEACH RESORRT.........ssssssssssee A. PROS RCL ildabevenccirsisestichenschisouspertstias S4¢~ STUDIO BOVE. ht Nia atiensntoannmgices 122 
; BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS “OURISM..........113 LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESOAT...........- 129 SUNBURST HIDEAWAYS |..sssssssssssessnse 140 
will be happy to sell you new ones but you CARADONNA TOURS ...esscsssssssssseseesstesee 50 MANTARAY BAY HOTEL...-sssscssscssssssesse B7 SUNSET HOUSE ..scscessssssssssssssssteessesnsse 82" 
can bet there will be a healthy markup. GARIBUNNG i. och Maat doe ear 76 MARES AMERICA -ascsssssssssscssssseseensenseee 27 SUNSHINE SPORTS .sssssscssesssssnsssssssee 159 
PRACTICE YOUR SKILLS: | WItNESSEC @ | | CARIBBEAN EXPLORER... csssssssssssssnseeone 44 MARINA DEL MAR RESORTS ....sccssssssseseese 49 SUNSPREE RESORT ......sssssssssssssssssesssesee 142 
sad event not long ago during a Cruise | | CARPISLAND RESORT... nouns 96 MARSHALLS DIVE ADVENTURES... 94 SUNSWEPT OCEANS .....sscssssssssssssssessee 130 
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before you leave home, it’s well worth 
the time and effort. 
KNOW YOUR DIVE OPERATOR: Most rep- 


utable dive operations know the rules— if you’re moving » « » don’t miss out ona single issue of SKIN DIVER. 


they make the deepest dive first, know the 
importance of a surface interval, etc. and | | O-O ADDRESS oa hear en Seay area weal aber 


have professional staff. Not surprisingly, Name Name 
dive operations are springing up every- | | Address Address 
where and not all have instructors or dive- City City 
masters on staff. Not long ago | witnessed State/ZIP State/ZIP 


a small group of divers heading out to sea spi 
in a native long boat and found out later For other questions or problems regarding your subscription, please call 1-303-678-0354 or write 
to the address below. 


the dive guide was not even certified! They : For New / Renewal Subscription Orders 

returned safely but were less than im- Q)New subscription 0 Renewal order One year of SKIN DIVER 
pressed with their experience. Research | |g Paymentenclosed QBillme (U.S. & Canada only) for only $19.94 

your operator and do not be afraid to ask For renewal orders, please write your address in the old address section above. The subscription price quoted above is good in 


questions about the staff, boats and safe- the U.S. only. For foreign subscriptions, the total cost (in U.S. funds) to cover surface mail postage is: Canada $27.94 (price includes 
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BAYMAN BAY CLUB 
(Continued from Page 83) 


fortable hammock on your deck provides 
that perfect spot for relaxing with a cool 
beverage after diving. Every cottage has 
its own dramatic ocean view and you 
generally cannot see any of the other cot- 
tages because of the lush landscape. You 
can decide for yourself how much or how 
little seclusion you prefer. Whether you 
are there for personal reflection or adven- 
turous exploration, Bayman Bay Club can 
meet your needs and will usually exceed 
your expectations. 

The diving opportunities around the is- 
land are well known. Whether you start 
with a shore dive to one of the reefs that 
are easily marked by lines that extend in a 
V-shape from BBC’s 300 foot dock or 
venture out to one of the many deep 
reefs just minutes offshore by boat, you 
won't be disappointed. 


Waviaatas, 





The Bayman Bay gift shop has all the 
essentials for your island enjoyment. 


Your equipment is stored in lockers on 
the dock so you will never have to haul 
your gear far when you feel the need to 
get wet. | have never experienced a more 
willing or accommodating crew. The 
divemasters can take you to certain ar- 
eas to observe animals and benefit from 
their familiarity with the reef or you can 
dive your own profile as long as you stay 
within safe guidelines. This setup is per- 
fect for photographers since we have a 
tendency to stay in one place for a very 
long time waiting for that perfect shot. 

For more information or reservations at 
Bayman Bay Club, call Terra Firma 
Adventure at (800) 524-1823, (954) 572- 
1902 or fax (954) 972-1907. E-mail to 
reservations@baymanbayclub.com or 
visit the extensive Web site at www.bay 
manbayclub.com. == 
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Nikonos RS AF SLR 

13/2.8 R-UW AF Fisheye ... 
28/2.8 R-UW AF 

50/2.8 R-UW 

20-35/2.8 R-UW AF 

SB-104 UW TTL Speedlite. 
Double Bracket 

Mounting Bracket Set SK-104 
Extension Arm 


SPECIAL! Purchase a Nikonos V Body 
and receive from Nikon a 
FREE Extension Tube 


“Nikonos V with 35/2.5....000.0...... 734.95 
Orig Nikonos Case 
15/2.8......1399.95  20/2.8........ 649.95 


35/2. Dizon 167.95 80/4 UW... 359. 95 
$B-105 Outfit 5 
Nikonos Close Up Kit w/o Case.. to 95 
Case For Close Up 4.95 
DF-10 Optical Finder 

274.95 DF-12 
28mm Finder 
35-80mm Finder. 
Doubie TTL Sync Cord 
Double Bracket #10214 
Double Bracket Set #10201 
Extention Arm Set #10203 
Sync Cord #10208 


SEA KING 


w/Foam w/Divider 
SK 518 (18.5x14.5x5.7) 79.95 _ 
SK 613 (14x10.6x6.5) 59.95 _ 
SK 716 (17.5x11.6x7) 79.95 _ 
SK 718 (18.5x14.5x7.2) 84.95 139.95 
SK 821 (21.5x14.5x9) 109.95 139.95 
SK 822 (22.5x19.6x9) *159.95 _ 
SK 827 *199.95 _ 
Available in black, grey, yellow 
*Black Only, Other Colors Call 


DOSKOCIL 


WATERTIGHT CASES 
Seal Tight Lg 17%x 12 x 7% 59.95 
Seal Tight Ex Lg 18%x 14% x 8%...69.95 
Available in Gray or Black 


"THE PROFESSIONAL'S SOURCE" 


FOR ORDERS CALL: 


or FAX (24 HOURS): 


800-947-9979 800-947-7008 


212-444-6649 


119 WEST 17TH STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10011 


ACCESSORIES FOR NIKONOS 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder #5002 .119.95 
Ikelite Ext. Tube Set #4090.03 ......99.95 

SEA & SEA 
NEW! 12/3.5 Fisheye 
NEW! Viewfinder for above 
No/3:5.°e CALL 20/3.5......... CALL 
16mm Conversion Lens f/ 35mm ...CALL 
High Eyepoint Vewfinder 
£/15, 16, 20mm 
Optical Finder for 15, 17, 20mm....CALL 
EXTENSION TUBES W/FRAMER 
35mm 1:1....CALL = 35mm 1:2....CALL 
35mm 1:3.....CALL 28mm 1:2....CALL 
YS-50 TTL w/arm & tray 
New! YS-300 TTL 
SCUBA VIDEO TAPES 
Cathy Church Instructuctional 
Basic Introduction Using Nikonos V19. 95 
Advance Course Using W.A. Lenses19.95 
Advance Course Using Macro & Closeup 19.95 
WORLD OF J. COUSTEAU 
Pioneer of the Sea 
Dragons of the Galapagos 


SEAcSEA 


MX-10 Camera 

MX-10 Kit w/YS-40 Flash. 

20mm lens MX-10 

Motor Marine || Camera 

Motor Marine || Kit w/YS-50 Flash..CALL 
16mm Lens MM JICALL 20mm..CALL 
Optical Viewfinder #S0140 

High Eyepoint Finder #$0150 

Macro Lens 1.3.CALL Macro Lens 1.2CALL 
YS-50 TTL-!I Flash KitCALL 


PELICAN 


Black/Silver/Orange or Yellow 
Inside Dimensions w/foam Dividers 
1200 (9%x7%4x4%) 35.50 —_ 
1300 (94x74x64) 40.50 _ 
1400 (12%x9%x5%) 64.50 _— 
1450 (15x10%x6) 83.50 104.50 
1500 (17x11%x6%) 98.50 116.50 
1520 (18x12%x6%) 108.50 138.50 
1550 (19x14x7%) 121.50 158.50 
1600 (22x17x8) 143.50 180.50 
1650 (29x21x11) 169.50 208.50 
1750 (50%x134x5) 184.50 _ 
NEW! 1526 (1520 case w/Gadget 

Bag Silver, Black) 


212-242-1400 


On the Web: http://www. bhphotovideo.com 


ENJET-100 PLUS wa: marine 


UA Housing.....159.95 
UA-X Housing .169.95 


Waterproof 35mm Sport Camera 
* Suitable on land or underwater 
° Up to 150 ft. underwater a | 99” 


4 (Se 


35mm Automatic Dive Camera 
Operational to 60 ft. depth ..... $99.95 


U-FZL Camera 
w/Long Zoom..130.95... Be 
U-MM Compact 

Auto Focus Camera 


U-VVL For Sharp Viewcam 
U-VST For Sony TR5, 6, 7 
U-VML For JVC compact, Canon 
ES-2000, Panasonic EZ-1 : 
V-1000 f/Sony DCR VX-1000 Digital 399.95 
VCX for Canonn L-2 

Price includes camera adapter rings 


We area 
FULL STOCK Dealer! 


Reefmaster 


Operational to 164 ft. ........ $199. 00 


AQUATICA 


Distributed by Nikon Inc. 


STROBE PACKAGES for NIKONOS 
3943.43 Substrobe 50” Kit 
3946.43 Substrobe 50” Kit 
3946.46 Substrobe Ai Kit : 
NEW! 3946.62 Substrobe 200 ....910.00 
VIDEO HOUSINGS 
For Sony TR-Series (Specify) 
For Sony FX Series (Specify) 
For Sony VX-3 
For JVC AX Series (Specify) 
DIVE LIGHTS 
RCD Halogen 
Mini C-Light Halogen (Spec.Color)24. 95 
Modular Super Light (nicad) 149.95 
Modular Video Lite (nicad) 
Modular Video Lite 45 (nicad) 
4052 Charger for Nicad Lites 


CAMERA HOUSING 
For Most SLR’s AF 


Aquashot II w/Macro Kit 
and Substrobe 
SLR PACKAGES 
3968.52 Substrobe 150, Charger, 
Cord, Arm, Photo Case 
3968.57 Substrobe 300, Charger, 
Cord, Arm, Photo Case 
FLASHES 
Substrobe 505 w/Slave 
4043 Substrobe 50 
4046 Substrobe 100A 
NEW! 4062 Substrobe 200 
NEW! 4058 Substrobe 400 
Substrobe 300 Nicad 
COMPASSES 
2500 PRO Compass Wrist 
2600 PRO-S Compass Wrist 








Minimum Shipping USA (Except AK & Hl) $7.00 up to 3 Ibs. Add 60¢ for each additional Ib. For ins. add 40¢ per $100. Prices valid thru JUNE 19, subject to supplier prices. ©1997 B&H Photo-Video. Not responsible for typographical errors, 
circle #55 on Reader Service Card 
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:D. ABOUT DIVING FROM THAT 


Freediver Experiences 
Shallow Water Blackout 


fter scuba diving for nearly 18 years, 

| began freediving, hoping for a new 
challenge. As a teenager | had beena 
competitive swimmer and found | still had 
some of my earlier stamina. There was 
also spiritual appeal to freediving—it was 
like underwater meditation. 

During Labor Day weekend | planned 
to spend three days on a live-aboard off 
San Clemente Island, California. AS usu- 
al, | didn’t sleep well the first night on the 
boat. Despite feeling tired and not partic- 
ularly energetic, | ate a little and decided 
to go freediving. 

My buddies were getting ready to 
make ther first dive so | entered the wa- 
ter with them. This was my second mis- 
take. Even though | was diving near oth- 
ers, | was essentially diving alone. Scuba 
divers cannot look out for a freediver. 

| took a few deep breaths and piked 
down. At the outer edge of the kelp bed | 
grabbed my buddy Dave's console: it 
read 67 feet. At this point they started 
heading back toward the boat. 

Then | made my third mistake. | usually 
have no distractions when | freedive. 
Between dives | rest on the surface and 
don't move at all. While on the bottom | 
just observe, swim very little and pay at- 
tention to how | feel. Here, | was swim- 
ming on the surface through thick kelp. 
Once on the bottom, | would catch up 
with my buddies and swim with them. On 
the fourth or fifth dive | finned down about 
50 feet and swam alongside Rich, the 
leader of the group. This was my fourth 
and final mistake. | was showing off and 
trying to impress my buddies. Tiring, | 
grabbed Rich's first stage to hitch a ride. 
After a while | let go and headed up. 

| saw a large clearing in the kelp 
canopy and rose toward it. The surface 
was very calm; the sun, still low in the 
sky, highlighted the movement of the 
water. It moved slowly, a liquid mirror. |’ll 
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never forget the way it looked. 

The next thing | remember | was lying 
flat on my back on the deck of the boat. 
People were holding my arms and legs 
down. | was fighting to get them off. | 
lurched, trying to sit up but was pushed 
down. Confusion, panic and anger at be- 
ing held down welled up inside me. My vi- 
sion was blurred, just shadows. An oxy- 
gen mask was pressed onto my face. | 
wanted to speak but everything was 
slurred and uncoordinated. My mouth and 





tongue hurt and my tongue had swollen to 
fill the back of my mouth. However, | could 
hear Rich saying, “Take it easy man” over 
and over. My head pounded and | was 
very nauseous. | could sense the anxiety in 
the people around me. | wanted desper- 
ately to tell them | would be okay, to give 
me time, to leave me alone but | couldn't. 

| had experienced shallow water 
blackout. To keep up with my buddies | 
was hyperventilating on the surface. This 
artificially lowers the carbon dioxide level 
in the body and it is the carbon dioxide 
that gives you the urge to breathe. | was 
also not resting fully between dives. 
Another interesting phenomenon is the 
effect of pressure. As you descend the 
air in your lungs compresses and your 


Colorado 80322-2595. 


lungs get smaller. Consequently, the par- 
tial pressure of oxygen in your lungs is 
raised. Hemoglobin in the blood is oxy- 
genated according to the oxygen partial 
pressure. During freediving you can use 
this to extend your bottom time. Even 
though the percent of oxygen in your 
lungs is low, the depth makes the partial 
pressure high. However, you pay a price 
for this. On the way up, the pressure 
drops. The oxygen level drops quickly 
and you black out. On the last dive | don’t 
remember really hurting for air. As | rose, 
things just moved slower and slower. 

Apparently, on the surface, even though 
| was not breathing my heart kept beating. 
It is a good thing | was weighted lightly. 

After | had been breathing oxygen for 
more than half an hour, the U.S. Coast 
Guard arrived and my panic lessened. | 
simply felt embarrassed. 

After evacuation by helicopter, | soent 
a day and night in intensive care, fol- 
lowed by another day and night in a regu- 
lar hospital room. Monday morning, rea- 
sonably sure that there were no perma- 
nent effects, | walked out of the hospital 
and flew home to San Jose, California. 

| learned many things from this experi- 
ence. | learned that | had been too care- 
free in the water for some time. On many 
occasions | had gone freediving alone. | 
was very lucky, my story could have been 
very different, with a very different ending. 
To this day, | am still astonished it hap- 
pened. | plan on sticking to scuba diving 
as I’m not sure | can trust myself freediv- 
ing. In all my years of scuba diving, | have 
never had a problem. 

If you are drawn to freediving, do it with 
a buddy or at least have someone watch 
your ascents. Don’t do it when you are 
tired and don’t hyperventilate on the sur- 
face as | suspect | was doing. Know what 
your limits are or Someday your limits will 
find you. = 
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- Quicksilver Inflatables’ stability, low freeboard, J See your local Mercury, Mariner, Force or 
rugged construction and ease of use make getting MerCruiser dealer and select dive shops. 
on — and under — the water quick and comfortable. For more information, call 1-800-552-3882. 
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strong case. 


Just in case. 


A Rolex is not only handsome, it is extremely impenetrable miniature vault which, for this 
rugged, and the key is its trademark Oyster 


case sculpted from 18kt gold or “904 L” 


Submariner, is pressure-proof to 1,000 


feet. Its legendary durability has made 





stainless steel. The case, combined with the it the standard of excellence among divers, 


synthetic sapphire crystal and patented and is just one reason why this timepiece grows 


Triplock winding crown, creates a virtually even more impressive the deeper you delve into it. 


W 


Rolex Oyster Perpetual Submariner Date in 18kt gold and stainless steel with matching Oyster Fliplock bracelet. For the name and location R OLE X 
of an Official Rolex Jeweler near you, please call 1-800-36ROLEX. Rolex, W, Oyster Perpetual, Submariner, Oyster, Fliplock and Triplock are trademarks. ; 


circle #163 on Reader- Service Card 





aT Se eee a 5 Rane 5 ITT = = mie aS xiii 


